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Scientists find new bacterial species 
involved in tooth decay

Bengaluru:  A team of US 
researchers has discovered 
that a bacterial species that 
was previously associated 
only with gum disease can 
have a major role in caus-
ing tooth decay. Scientists 
have long considered the 
plaque-forming and acid-
making Streptococcus 
mutans as the principal 
cause of tooth decay -- also 
known as dental caries. 
However, in the new study, 
which appeared in the jour-
n a l  N a t u r e 
Communications, research-
ers showed that 
Selenomonas sputigena can 
work as a key partner of S. 
mutans, greatly enhancing 
its cavity-making 
power."This was an unex-
pected finding that gives us 
new insights into the devel-
opment of caries, highlights 
potential future targets for 
cavity prevention, and 
reveals novel mechanisms 
of bacterial biofilm forma-
tion that may be relevant in 
other clinical contexts," 
said Hyun (Michel) Koo 
DDS, Professor in the 
Department of Orthodontics 
at University of 
Pennsylvania School of 
Dental Medicine. The 
researchers observed that 
S. sputigena, which pos-
sesses small appendages 
allowing it to move across 
surfaces, can become 

trapped by these glucans. 
Once trapped, S. sputigena 
proliferates rapidly, using 
its own cells to make honey-
comb-shaped "superstruc-
tures" that encapsulate and 
protect S. mutans. The 
result of this unexpected 
partnership, as the 
researchers showed using 
animal models, is a greatly 
increased and concentrated 
production of acid, which 
significantly worsens car-
ies severity. The findings, 
Koo said, show a more com-
plex microbial interaction 
than was thought to occur, 
and provide a better under-
standing of how childhood 
cavities develop -- an under-
standing that could lead to 
better ways of preventing 
cavities. "Disrupting these 
protective S. sputigena 
superstructures using spe-
cific enzymes or more pre-
cise and effective methods 
of tooth-brushing could be 
one approach," Koo said. 
Caries is considered the 
most common chronic dis-
ease in children and adults 
worldwide. It arises when 
S. mutans and other acid-
making bacteria are insuf-
ficiently removed by teeth-
brushing and other oral 
care methods, and end up 
forming a protective bio-
film, or "plaque," on teeth. 
Within plaque, these bacte-
ria consume sugars from 

Chief Minister handed over compassionate ground appointment order to the eligible legal 
heirs of the persons who had died while in service in the offices functioning under 
Municipal Administration Department.

 Chief Minister inspected the vehicles carrying breakfast to schools 
under Chief Ministers Breakfast Scheme

Madras HC 

sentences 

ex-SDRO to 

one-month 

imprisonment

CHENNAI: The Madras 
High Court (MHC) sen-
tenced the ex-Special 
District Revenue Officer 
(SDRO) to one month of 
imprisonment for not 
complying with the 
MHC order and fraudu-
lently awarded compen-
sation to the wrong per-
son in acquiring OSR 
(Open Space 
Reservation) land for 
the National Highway 
project.While pronounc-
ing the final order 
Justice R Suresh Kumar 
observed that the SDRO 
K a n c h e e p u r a m 
Narmada found guilty 
and sentenced her to 
one-month imprison-
ment in civil prison. 
Further, the judge 
observed that other peti-
tions against other 
respondents are dis-
missed.The judge 
observed that the people 
would lose hope in the 
judiciary if the officials 
are not punished when 
they are not complying 
with the court orders.
Petitioner R. Rajendran 
filed a case in 2020, 
against the then 
Kancheepuram collec-
tor P.Ponniah, 
Narmadha, Special 
District Revenue Officer, 
and three others. 

MHC reserves final judgment in a batch 

of cases against Senthilbalaji
CHENNAI: The Chief 

Justice of the Madras High 
Court (MHC) on Friday 
reserved the final order in a 
batch of cases against the 
jailed Minister Sentilbalaji 
to continue in the Council of 
Ministers without portfolio. 
The petitioner’s counsel and 
the Advocate General (AG) 
R Shunmugasundaram 
appeared before the first 
division bench of the MHC 
comprising Chief Justice S 
V Gangapurwala and Justice 
P D Audikesavalu and filed 
the written submission.

Marking the submission, 
the Chief Justice posted the 
matter for pronouncing the 
order without mentioning 
any date.J Jayavardhan, son 

of AIADMK leader and for-
mer minister D Jayakumar 
and another petitioner S 
Ramachandran filed a quo 
warranto petition against 
the continuation of 
Senthilbalaji in the Cabinet 
as Minister without portfo-

lio.Likewise, another peti-
tioner ML Ravi filed a peti-
tion to quash the govern-
ment order, which allows 
Senthilbalaji to continue as 
Minister without a portfolio 
in the cabinet. However, the 
AG said that the Governor 

cannot act on his own will, 
he must arrive at an opinion 
of the Council of Ministers, 
and he can only act in accor-
dance with and advice of the 
Ministers. All the petition-
ers submitted their written 
arguments, and the final 
judgment is reserved with-
out any date.

The Senior counsel 
Raghavachari appeared for 
Jayavardhan and ques-
tioned whether a tainted and 
incarcerated person can be 
appointed as a minister, and 
if so what duty he vested to 
serve whle he was in prison.

The Senior counsel 
Sakthivel for another peti-
tioner M L Ravi contended 
that the Governor has the 

power to remove a Minister 
under certain circumstanc-
es, the Governor removed 
Senthilbalaji with reasons 
hence this removal is fit to 
accept.Noting that the 
Governor kept the removal 
of Senthilbalaji in abeyance 
the Senior counsel argued 
that he cannot revisit his 
actions again.

However, the AG said that 
the Governor cannot act on 
his own will, he must arrive 
at an opinion of the Council 
of Ministers, and he can only 
act in accordance with and 
advice of the Ministers. All 
the petitioners submitted 
their written arguments, 
and the final judgment is 
reserved without any date.

Expelled AIADMK 

leader Anwar Raja 

returns to the party
CHENNAI: Eighteen months after he was 

expelled from the party, veteran AIADMK leader 
and former minister Anwar Raja returned to the 
party. Party general secretary Edappadi K 
Palaniswami on Friday welcomed the former 
minister at the party headquarters in the pres-
ence of senior party functionaries.

The reconciliation has been worked out after 
Anwar Raja submitted a letter, expressing regret 
for some of his actions and requesting him to 
return to the party. Palaniswami, according to 
sources, has also accepted it and flagged green 
light for his return. It is also part of the party’s 
strategy to strengthen by taking back senior 
leaders and functionaries, who strayed away 
from the party due to difference of opinion dur-
ing the party infight over dual leadership.

Anwar Raja, who served as minister of Labour 
in the J Jayalalithaa led regime between 2006-
2011, was expelled from the party on November 
30 on charges of “anti-party” activities and also 
removed from primary membership of the party. 
It was the fallout of Raja’s endorsement to then 
party coordinator O Panneerselvam’s suggestion 
to reinduct Jayalalithaa’s close aide V K Sasikala 
in the party. Ironically, Panneerslvam along 
with Palaniswami had also signed the letter that 
announced the expulsion of Anwar Raja.

ED searches 3 Kovai sites with Balaji links
COIMBATORE: The 

Enforcement Directorate on 
Thursday conducted fresh 
searches on the premises of sup-
porters of Minister V 
Senthilbalaji in connection with 
its ongoing money laundering 
investigation.Sleuths carried 
out simultaneous searches at 
the house of a Tasmac supervi-
sor and the office and house of a 
builder in different parts of the 

city.A team of 10 swooped down 
on the house of Muthubalan, 40, 
a native of Tirunelveli, and 
working as a supervisor in a 
Tasmac shop in Town Hall area. 
His house is located on 80 Feet 
Road, Ramanathapuram.

“They locked the gates at 
around 9 am as paramilitary 
cops stood guard. Muthubalan 
arrived later and was quizzed 
by sleuths,” said sources.

It is said the ED seized some 
documents from his house. 
Similarly, a five-member team 
raided the house and office of 
Arun, who runs Arun Associates 
Ltd at Highways Colony on 
Coimbatore-Tiruchy Road. 
Balaji, who was arrested by the 
ED on June 13, has been lodged 
in prison after undergoing treat-
ment in a private hospital fol-
lowing heart surgery.

Tamil Nadu

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the public that my

Client Tmt. M. Pushpavalli, F/a, 68, W/o.

Murugesan residing at No. 5, NSC Bose

Street, S.M. Nagar Post, New Anna Nagar,

Thirumullaivoyal, Avadi, Chennai-62, States

that the property being vacant land comprised

in Survey No. 38/9A, Ananaimelagaram Vil-

lage, Myladuthurai Taluk & District admea-

suring approx 3010 SqFt which was regis-

tered at 2-Joint Sub-Registrar, Myladuthurai

Office by Will Doc.No. 12/1995, Dt: 22-05-

1995 in favour of Tmt. Thaiyalnayagi and my

Client Tmt. Pushpavalli daughters of Tmt.

Pattammal (Executor). My Client handed

over the Original Wil Document to his

duaghter’s poseession to take care of it. On

20-06-2023 my client, along with his son Tr.

Rajendra Pandian by Two Wheeler went to

his daughter’s house and got to the above

will document and get back to home. At about

06.00 P.M. while travelling from Royapuram

to my clients home, in between at Kolathur,

Near Senthil Nagar Bus Stop went to drink

tea, unfortunately the said above original Will

documents missed and the same was not

traceable. If anybody is in possession of the

above said original will documents, they were

request to hand over the same to the below

address or hand over to above my Client’s

address or hand over to the V-4

Rajamangalam Police Station, which was the

Police Station Limit of above bus stop.

P. RAMESH, M.A.B.L.,

ADVOCATE / NOTARY PUBLIC,

No. 492, T.H. Road,

Minjur, Thruvallur District,

Pin-601203.

Cell: 8681010166.

IN THE COURT OF HON�BLE

XI ADDL. CHIEF JUDGE

CITY CIVIL COURT,

AT : HYDERABAD

O.P. No. 2257 of 2022

Between:-

G. Prasanna Laxmi and another

..... Petitioners

V/S

Subramaniam N and others

..... Respondents

To

R-2

Senthil Kumar A, S/o. Arumugam,

Aged Major, R/o 5/188,

Selathan Thoppu, Rajapalayam,

Tiruchengode, Tamilnadu-637209,

(driver of vehicle lorry bearing

No. TN.34.U. 1811).

Please take notice that the petitioners

herein has filed the above O.P. No.

2257 of 2022, claiming compensation

against you and others. The said

case is posted to 14-08-2023 for your

appearance either in person or

through an Advocate. If failed to

appear before the Hon’ble Court the

said date at 10.30 A.M the matter will

be heard and decide exparte.

(BY ORDER OF THE COURT)

M. VENKATAIAH, Advocate

O/o. Sree Nilayam, 1st Floor,

H.No. 3-10-10/A, Gokhale Nagar,

Library Lane, Ramanthapur,

Hyderabad, Mobile No. 98482 55392

drinks or food, converting them to acids. 
If the plaque is left in place for too long, 
these acids start to erode the enamel of 
affected teeth, in time creating cavities.
 In the study, the researchers took 
samples of plaque from the teeth of 
300 children aged 3-5 years, half of 
whom had caries, and analysed the 
samples using an array of advanced 
tests.The tests included sequencing 
of bacterial gene activity in the sam-
ples, analyses of the biological path-
ways implied by this bacterial activ-
ity, and even direct microscopic 

imaging. The researchers then vali-
dated their findings on a further set 
of 116 plaque samples from 3 to 
5-year-olds to show that together 
with S. mutans, S. sputigena can 
boost the caries process. S. mutan 
bacterial species are known to use 
available sugar to build sticky con-
structions called glucans that are 
part of the protective plaque environ-
ment.The researchers observed that 
S. sputigena, which possesses small 
appendages allowing it to move 
across surfaces, can become.

Minister for Agriculture-Farmers Welfare interacted with the students of Tamil Nadu 
Agricultural University studying in Dalhousie University, Canada as per MoU signed
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