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Lotus blooms in North East:

When protests on the citi-

zenship bill erupted in North

East India earlier this year

many believed it had spoiled

the BJP's chances in the

region for the Lok Sabha

polls. Yet, the BJP and its

allies walked away with 18

of the 25 seats up for grabs

in the northeastern states.

THUMBNAILS

Crows in a lily pool on a
hot afternoon, in the Capi-
tal on Friday. 

SUBRATA DUTTA

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,24 MAY

T
he ruling JD(S)-Con-
gress combine which
suffered a major
defeat in the just-

concluded Lok Sabha elec-
tions from Karnataka, today
sought to put up a brave front
while reiterating that the
coalition government will not
fall.

This follows intense spec-
ulation about the Opposition
BJP reviving its operation
Kamal plan to woo the dis-
sidents from the two parties
,if only to pull down the
government,post the poor
performance of the JD(S)
and Congress in the recent
polls.

First, senior Congress

leader and former chief min-
ister, Siddaramiah, asserted
that  the government under
chief  minister,  H D
Kumaraswamy, would com-
plete its term and that the
results of the Lok Sabha
polls would not have any
impact on it.

His reference was also
to the fact that in Karnata-
ka alone, the BJP had stormed
the state winning 25 of the
28 Lok Sabha seats with the
Congress and the JD(S), win-
ning one each. The other seat
went to the Independent
candidate,  Mrs
Sumalatha,who was backed
by the BJP.

As a matter of fact,senior
opposition leaders like JDS
supremo and former Prime
Minister, Deve Gowda, and

veteran Congress leaders
including Mallikarjuna
Kharge, Verrappa Moily and
K Muniyappa , bit the dust
in the recent polls,shatter-
ing the morale of their par-
tymen.

According to Siddarami-
ah, the coalition govern-
ment will survive without any
difficulty even as his party

colleague and state urban
development minister, U T
Khader asserted that there
was no question of
Kumaraswamy resigning as
chief minister ,following the
poll debacle faced by the two
parties.

Subsequently, G Para-
meshwara, deputy chief
minister,emphasised that
the election mandate was for
the Lok Sabha and not for the
assembly. Accordingly, he
told newsmen immediately
after a cabinet meeting here
that “ the referendum was  for
national politics  .So we are
continuing the coalition in
the state without any prob-
lem.”

He said that the chief
minister had convened an
informal meeting   of the cab-

inet  this morning  to take
stock of the situation ,post the
Lok Sabha results. All the
MLAs of the coalition parties
were in conformity with the
views of their leaders and
there was no  question of any-
one resigning or the gov-
ernment falling, he added.

In a related development,
Prajwal Revanna, grandson
of Deve Gowda, who won the
Lok Sabha seat from Hassan
yesterday,told newsmen that
he was willing to resign from
the constituency so that his
grandfather could contest
again.

The former Prime Min-
ister,who normally con-
tested from Hassan had
given up his seat here for his
grandson while agreeing to
contest from Tumkuru.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
24 MAY 

The massive sweep of the Con-
gress led United Democratic
Front (UDF) in Kerala proves
that the BJP will never make
inroads in the state, senior
party leader Ramesh Chen-
nithala said here on Friday.

In a ‘meet the press’ organ-
ised by the Press Club of Thiru-
vananthapuram, after the Con-
gress party's stellar perfor-
mance in the state in the Lok
Sabha polls, he said the UDF's
“secular attitude” had kept
the saffron party at bay.

The UDF had won 19 of the
20 LS seats in the state.

Chennithala alleged that the
Centre's step-motherly attitude
and the three years of LDF gov-
ernment's “misrule” had helped
the Front emerge victorious,

apart from Rahul Gandhi's
candidature.

“We have proved that the
BJP will never make inroads in
Kerala.

It was the secular attitude
and policies of the United
Democratic Front (UDF) that
kept the saffron party at bay...
Three factors led to the land-
slide victory of UDF in Kerala.
The first one is the step-moth-
erly attitude of Narendra Modi
government and the anti-
Modi wave.

The second is the three-
year-long misrule of LDF gov-
ernment and the third is the
Rahul wave in the state after
he decided to contest from Ker-
ala,” Chennithala said.

The Opposition leader said
the policies of both the cen-
tre and the state were not
acceptable to the people of the
state.

Chennithala said it was
the Left government that gave
fodder for the communal par-
ties in the state. “What was the
hurry in implementing the
Supreme Court verdict on
Sabarimala?.

It was the Left government
in the state that gave fodder
for the communal elements
in the state to destroy the
democratic parties”, he said.
The Left wanted to avoid the
Congress and make the fight
between LDF and the BJP.
However, the saffron party
saw it as a golden opportuni-
ty, Chennithala said.

Pointing out that the BJP
allegedly tried to exploit the
beliefs of devotees in the
Sabarimala issue, he said, the
people however understood the
“double standards” of the
Sangh Parivar and rejected
their politics.

STATESMAN NEWS SEVICE
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The BJP expected that the
agitations over Sabarimala
women’s entry issue would
work in its favour to win at least
two seats from Kerala in the
Lok Sabha polls. However, it
is Congress-led UDF which
reaped the benefits of the
Sabarimala issue

The BJP  did its best to paint
the ruling Left government as
anti-Hindu and had strongly
hoped to open its account in
Kerala, but the results clear-
ly do not match the party's
expectations. 

Despite the party’s attempt
to consolidate and capture the
Hindu vote by agitating against
the Supreme Court's verdict
allowing women of all age
groups to enter the temple, the

BJP has not managed to win
a single seat the state.

It appears that Lord Ayyap-
pa, the deity of the Sabarimala
shrine has blessed not the
ones who vociferously cam-
paigned for him.

Instead, blessed the con-
gress, which played its cards
cleverly with the campaign
‘with temple worshippers and
devotees’ at the height of the
Sabarimala protest.

BJP will never make inroads 
in Kerala, says Chennithala

UDF reaps benefit from
Sabarimala stir in Kerala�Coalition govt will survive�

Siddaramiah asserts govt under Kumaraswamy will complete term, poll results will not have impact

Patil resigns as KPCC campaign committee chief

BJP supporters celebrate as BJP wins four MP seats in Telangana, Hyderabad, on Friday. AFP

TIME TO CELEBRATE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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Senior Congress leader H K
Patil has resigned as the pres-
ident of Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Campaign Com-
mittee, taking responsibility
for the party’s disastrous
defeat in the state in the Lok
Sabha polls.

In a letter to Congress
president Rahul Gandhi, he
said the results had “shocked”
all Congressmen and the out-
come in Karnataka was con-

trary to their expectations.
Stating that it was time for

all of them to introspect, he
said “As president of the Kar-
nataka Pradesh Congress-
Campaign Committee I had
the privilege to take the poli-
ciesand message of my
esteemed Party to the people.

In view of the debacle, I feel
it my moral duty to own-up
the responsibility. Hence,
with all humility I submit my
resignation to the post.”

Steamrolling the ruling
Congress-JDS alliance, BJP-

scored a resounding win in
Karnataka, bagging 25 out
of thetotal 28 Lok Sabha seats
in an outcome that left the one-
yearold Kumaraswamy gov-
ernment in a tizzy over its sta-
bility.

With the BJP dealing a
hammer blow, Congress and
JD(S) managed to win only one
seat each, indicating that
neither arithmetic nor chem-
istry worked for the two,
which apparently failed to rec-
oncile with each other at the
ground level.

Not a happy time for turncoats in UP
PTI
LUCKNOW, 24 MAY

It was not a happy outing for
turncoats in Uttar Pradesh this
Lok Sabha polls with only
Pravin Nishad and Danish Ali
emerging winners after switch-
ing sides.

Nishad, who had emerged
victorious in Gorakhpur as the
joint candidate of the SP-BSP
in the by-election, switched sides
and was fielded by the BJP
from Sant Kabirnagar. Nishad
won Sant Kabirnagar for the BJP,
defeating Bheeshma Shankar
of the BSP by a margin of
35,749 votes. Another turn-
coat who had a successful run
in the Lok Sabha elections is Kun-
war Danish Ali who won the
Amroha seat as a BSP candi-
date. Just ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections, Ali a senior JD(S)
leader, had joined the BSP
which fielded him from Amro-
ha. Ali won his seat by a mar-
gin of 63,248 votes, defeating
Kanwar Singh Tanwar of BJP.

Luck, however, did not
favour Savitri Bai Phule who
resigned fron the BJP just ahead
of the 2019 Lok Sabha elections
after accusing it of trying to divide
society and ignoring rights of
Dalits and backward castes. She
joined the Congress and got a
ticket from the same seat but
came a poor third, bagging
34,383 votes and also failing to
save her deposit. In the Con-
gress bastion, UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi faced a chal-
lenge from her own partyman,
Dinesh Pratap Singh, who
joined the BJP. Though Dinesh
failed to make it, he was suc-
cessful in bringing the margin
considerably down to 1,67,178
votes from the 3,52,713 of 2014.

Shyamacharan Gupta too
tried his electoral fortunes for
a different party from the one
through which he had managed
to win the last elections.

Just a little before the elec-
tions, the sitting BJP MP from
Allahabad had joined the Sama-
jwadi Party to contest unsuc-

cessfully from Banda behind
BJP's RK Singh by a margin of
58,938 votes.

Kaisar Jahan, who served as
an MP from Sitapur in 2009 from
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP),
had joined the Congress and
contested from the same seat
but failed to make a mark.

Likewise, Rakesh Sachan, a
former MP from Fatehpur and
two-time Samajwadi Party (SP)
MLA also joined the Congress
after being reportedly side-
lined by the top SP leadership.
He contested from Fatehpur but
failed. Nasemuddin Siddiqui,
who was once BSP chief
Mayawati's key aide in UP, also
contested on Congress ticket
from Bijnor but came a crop-
per. The sitting BJP MP from
Etawah Ashok Kumar Dohre
had also joined the Congress
after the BJP replaced him with
former Union minister
Ramashankar Katheria. Dohre
contested as the Congress can-
didate from the same Lok
Sabha seat.

07I wonder what magic wand the BJP has, which predicts
exactly the number of seats they will get even before the votes
are cast. They deserve congratulations for it
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