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NATIONJAMMU: Flying officer Mawya Sudan from J&K’s Rajouri district has
become the 12th woman officer in the country to be inducted as a
fighter pilot in the Indian Air Force. Daughter of Sushma and Vin od
Sudan belonging to Lamberi village of Nowshera tehsil in Rajo uri

district, Mawya was commissioned into the IAF as a flying officer on
Saturday. Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh
Bhadauria reviewed the combined graduation passing out parade at
the Air Force Academy in Dundigal, Hyderabad on Saturday.

J&K’s Mawya becomes 12th fighter pilot in IAF
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KAVARATTI: Filmmaker Aisha
Sultana, facing sedition charges
in Lakshadweep, on Sunday ap-
peared before the Kavaratti po-
lice in connection with the case.

She reached the Kavaratti po-
lice headquarters at 4 pm and
was allowed to leave at 7.15 pm
after a long session of  question-
ing for 3 hours.

In a video message to re-
porters, Sultana said the police
were cooperative and she has
been directed to stay on the is-
lands for 3-4 days.

It has been alleged that the
filmmaker, while participating
in a debate telecast by a Malay-
alam news channel on June 7,
had said the Centre used “bio-
logical weapon” against the peo-
ple of  Lakshadweep.

The complaint was filed by a
BJP leader on the island.

In a relief  to Sultana, the Ker-
ala High Court had on Thurs-
day granted her interim antici-
patory bail for a week, while re-
serving orders on her advance
bail petition.

OUR CORRESPONDENT
Valsad

As many as 10 people were
arrested allegedly for knock-
ing down a self-styled cow
vigilante by a tempo truck il-
legally carrying cattle in
South Gujarat’s Valsad dis-
trict. In a press release, the
Valsad Police on Saturday
evening stated the arrested
persons were part of  an in-
terstate network under
which cattle from villages in
Valsad were purchased and
transported illegally to Bhi-
wandi, Ahmednagar and
Nashik in Maharashtra.

The incident took place on
the Dharampur-Valsad road
early on Friday morning
when 29-year-old Hardik
Kansara, a self-styled cow
vigilante and local VHP vol-
unteer, tried to stop the cat-
tle-laden vehicle.

Acting on a tip-off  a tempo
truck carrying cattle began
from Barsol village in Val-
sad’s Dharampur taluka to-
wards Bhiwandi, Kansara,
his two associates and a po-
lice team followed the vehi-
cle. They tried to stop the ve-
hicle by blocking the road
but the tempo ran over
Kansara, who died on the
spot, police said. The tempo
driver fled leaving behind his
vehicle, carrying 11 animals.

An FIR was lodged at Dun-
gri police station and 10 peo-
ple, including the tempo own-

er, driver, and others involved
in the illegal transportation
of  cattle, were arrested from
different places.

They were booked under
Section 304 (culpable homi-
cide not amounting to mur-
der) of  the IPC, and provi-
sions of  the Gujarat Essen-
tial Commodities and Cattle
(Control) Act and the Motor
Vehicles Act, the police said.
Of  the 10 accused, 5 people
were arrested in the past also
for illegal transportation of
cattle in Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra, it said. The accused
are Asgar Ansari, Javed
Sheikh, Jamil Sheikh, Khalil
Sheikh (all from Bhiwandi,
Maharashtra), and Ansar
Sheikh, Hasan Ali, Ali Mu-
rad Jamal, Dharmesh Ahir,
Kamlesh Ahir, and Jayesh
Ahir (from Valsad), it added.

Cattle ‘theft’: 3 lynched in Tripura
AGARTALA: Three people were allegedly lynched in the Khowai
district of Tripura on suspicion of cattle theft in the early hours of
Sunday, police said. Villagers of Namanjoypara spotted a mini-truck
heading towards Agartala, carrying 5 cattle, around 4.30 am, SP
Kiran Kumar said.

They chased it and managed to stop the vehicle near North
Maharanipur village. The villagers started thrashing the 3 persons on
the mini-truck with “lethal weapons”, and lynched two of them,
while the other managed to flee, he said.

The mob got hold of the other person at Mungiakami, a tribal
hamlet near North Maharanipur, and he was lynched there, the
officer added. Police reached the two locations immediately and
took them first to a nearby hospital and then to the Agartala
Government Medical College where the attending doctors declared
they were brought dead, Kumar said.

VHP leader held in
2018 Alwar lynching
JAIPUR: A local Vishva Hindu
Parishad leader was arrested
for his alleged role in the lynch-
ing of Rakbar alias Akbar Khan
for cattle smuggling in Rajast -
han’s Alwar in 2018, police
said on Sunday. This is the fifth
arrest by the Ramgarh Police in
the case. Police had filed a
charge sheet against Paramjeet
Singh, Naresh Sharma, Vijay
Kumar and Dharmendra Yadav
in 2019. Final arguments are
yet to be heard by the court.
Alwar SP Tejaswini Gautam
said VHP leader Naval Kishore
Sharma was arrested 3-4 days
ago by the Ramgarh Police and
the case was being probed by
an ASP-rank officer.

NEW DELHI: The Permanent
Mission of  India to the United
Nations Office has responded
to the concerns raised by Spe-
cial Procedures Branch of  the
Human Rights Council re-
garding India’s new IT norms,
wherein the Permanent Mis-
sion has stressed that India’s
democratic credentials are
well recognised and the new
norms were finalised after
due consultation with various
stakeholders.

The letter by the Mission
said: “The Ministry of  Elec-

tronics and Information Tech-
nology and Ministry of  Infor-
mation and Broadcasting un-
dertook broad consultations
in 2018 with various stake-
holders, including individu-
als, civil society, industry as-
sociation and organisations
and invited public comments
to prepare the draft Rules.”

Thereafter an inter-ministe-
rial meeting had discussed in
detail the comments received
and, accordingly, the rules
were finalised. It also told the
UN arm: “India’s democratic

credentials are well recog-
nised.”

The right to freedom of
speech and expression is guar-
anteed under the Indian Con-
stitution, the Permanent Mis-
sion of  India said in its letter,
adding the independent judi-
ciary and a robust media are
part of  India’s democratic
structure. “The Permanent
Mission of  India requests that
the enclosed information may
be brought to the attention of
the concerned Special Rappor-
teurs,” it said.

MANISH GODHA / Jaipur

Four tiger cubs were spotted  at
Rajasthan’s Ranthambore
Tiger Reserve (RTR) on Satur-
day. Now, the big cat population
in the state has reached 102
and 69 in RTR, and Rajasthan

has become the 9th state in India that has over 100 tigers. Of-
ficials said, the 4 cubs were spotted on Saturday morning in
Aadi dagar naala in the Lakkarda region of  the reserve’s
Kundera range. The cubs were initially sighted without their
mother T-111 but accompanied her later in the evening. The
cubs are 2 years old. Now, the RTR has 51 tigers and 18 cubs,
while Sariska Tiger Reserve has 16 tigers and 7 cubs. The rest
are in Kailadevi, Ramgarh, Dholpur and Mukundara.

On Father’s Day, Chirag
announces yatra to mark
dad’s birthday on July 5

LAW KUMAR MISHRA / Patna

Amid the ongoing tussle for con-
trol of  the LJP, Chirag Paswan on
Sunday (incidentally Father’s
Day), said he would hold a road
show across Bihar on his late fa-
ther’s birth anniversary on July 5.
“My father and uncle are ‘not’ with
me anymore, so we’ve decided to
take out ‘Sangharsh Yatra’ from
July 5 from Hajipur. The yatra will
pass through all districts. We need mo re love and
blessings from people,” Chirag said. He wants to reach
the grassroots to establish mass connect.

It was at Hajipur from where his father was elected
to Lok Sabha in 1977 with a record margin and earned
a berth in Guinness Book. Chirag made the annou n -
cement after presiding over a meet of  the national ex-
ecutive of  the party which he claimed was attended
by representatives from 12 states and 90% members of
the executive committee. In 2019 LS poll, Ram Vilas
did not contest the election from Hajipur and instead
fielded Paras, Ram Vilas was a Rajya Sabha member.
LJP working committee members expressed their
faith in the leadership of  Chirag Paswan. Leaders
asked the Election Commission not to allow the Paras
group to use LJP symbol, bungalow and flag.

LJP workers under Chirag’s leadership would cov-
er all villages in 3 months and would help the author-
ities in flood relief  in North Bihar too. Chirag direct-
ed workers to help the government make the vacci-
nation drive a success. LJP executive passed a reso-
lution urging PM Modi to honour Ram Vilas posthu-
mously with Bharat Ratna for his 50-year stint as a
legislator and parliamentarian. He was first elected to
Bihar assembly in 1969. Paswan died on Oct 8, 2020.
LJP executive committee passed a resolution denou -
n cing the action of  another group led by Chirag’s un-
cle, Pashupati Kumar Paras in splitting the party and
“wrongfully” staking claim over the LJP parliamen-
tary party. A delegation of  faction led by Chirag cal -
led on the Lok Sabha Speaker, Om Birla in New Delhi
late on Saturday evening and sought review of  the de-
cision to recognise Paras as leader of  the LJP parlia-
mentary party. Of  6 LJP members in LS, 5 have ex-
pressed solidarity with Paras and Chirag is isolated.

OUR BUREAU
New Delhi

To tackle reports of  the huge
discrepancy in India’s Covid-
19 death toll, the Centre has
submitted an 183-page affi-
davit to the Supreme Court,
promising it will ensure all
Covid-19 deaths are certified
and take action against doc-
tors who fail to comply with
this rule.

Reports have emerged from
6 states showing huge incon-
sistencies in the fatality fig-
ures seen at morgues and cre-
matoriums versus the deaths
registered. Till now, the Cen-
tre only accounted for the
deaths of  Covid-19 patients
in hospitals. Those who died
at home or even at the hospi-
tal parking lot before testing
were not certified as Covid
deaths.

“All deaths with a diagnosis
of  Covid-19, irrespective of
co-morbidities, are to be clas-
sified as deaths due to Covid-
19. The only exception could
be where there is a clear al-
ternative cause of  death, that
cannot be attributed to
Covid-19 (eg accidental trau-
ma, poisoning, acute myocar-
dial infarction, etc), where
Covid-19 is an incidental
finding,” the affidavit filed by
the MHA office stated.

The biggest inconsistency
was seen in Bihar, where
some 75,000 people died of
unexplained circumstances,
with symptoms like that
Covid. Other states including
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and
Delhi have also shown dis-
crepancies in their death fig-

ures, amounting to 4.8 lakh
excess deaths in the 5 states.

In response to 2 PILs seek-
ing “minimum standards of
relief” and a Rs4 lakh ex gra-
tia to the kin of  all Covid-19
deceased, the Centre told the
Supreme Court taking such a
step would mean exhausting
all disaster relief  funds and

would be “unfair” to cash-
strapped states.

The PILs sought the ex gra-
tia as prescribed under the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Act (NDMA) invoked
by the Centre last year on ac-
count of  the Covid-19 pan-
demic, stating the Centre
must implement the reliefs

prescribed under the NDMA.
“Utilisation of  scarce re-

sources for giving ex gratia
may have unfortunate conse-
quences of  affecting the pan-
demic response and health
expenditure in other aspects
and hence cause more dam-
age than good,” the Centre
told the apex court.

All Covid-19 deaths certified,
but no ex gratia: Centre to SC

INDIA RECORDS 58,419 CASES
NEW DELHI: India recorded less than 60,000 new coronavirus
infections after 81 days taking the total tally of cases to 2,98,81,965,
while the active cases further reduced to 7,29,243, as per the Union
Health Ministry data on Sunday. A total of 58,419 fresh infections
were reported in a day. The death toll climbed to 3,86,713 with 1,576
fresh fatalities, the lowest in 63 days. The active cases declined to
7,29,243 comprising 2.44% of the total infections, while the national
Covid-19 recovery rate improved to 96.27%, the data showed.

NEW DELHI: With overall
Covid-19 cases in India de-
clining consistently over
the past few weeks, several
states have started easing
Covid restrictions, and
crowds have started
swelling in the markets,
where people could be seen
not wearing masks and
flouting Covid appropriate
behaviour that could lead to
an increase in cases again.

“In any pandemic, the
wave depends on two im-
portant factors: One is
virus related and second is
human-related factors,”
said Dr Neeraj Nischal, as-
sistant professor depart-
ment of  Medicine AIIMS,
New Delhi. 

According to Dr Nischal,

virus mutation is not in
someone’s hand but appro-
priate behaviour can avoid
a surge in Covid cases.

“Now virus mutates and
becomes more infectious.
It is something which is
beyond our control. But of
course, if  we do not allow
this virus to replicate in
our body then maybe this
type of  mutations can be
avoided. What we can do to
control is our behaviour.
We have been talking
about Covid appropriate
behaviour for 15-16
months and we know that
by Covid appropriate be-
haviour, one can stop these
waves altogether. That had
happened in the second
wave also,” he said.

Corona wave depends on virus
mutation, human error: AIIMS doc

No possibility of
bilateral meet with
Doval in Dushanbe,
says Pakistan NSA

Putting an end to speculation,
Pakistani National Security
Adviser Moeed Yusuf said

there is “no possibility” of a
bilateral meeting with his Indian
counterpart Ajit Doval on the
sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO)
meet in Dushanbe. 

Doval and Yusuf will be attend -
ing the 16th meeting of the
Secretaries of the Security Council,
SCO in Dushanbe (Tajikistan). This
will be an in-person meet from
June 23-24. Tajikistan is the chair
of the grouping. The participation
of both Pakistani and Indian NSAs
in the session set off speculation
of a likely meeting.

However, Yusuf told Pakistan’s
‘Dawn’: “There is absolutely no
possibility of any bilateral meeting
with Indian counterpart at SCO.

MANISH GODHA
Jaipur

T
he Covid onslaught
has taken its toll on
the coaching hub of
the country in Kota.

Hardly 10-15 per cent stu-
dents had stayed back and
the entire set up is on the
verge of  a collapse. Around
one lakh people engaged di-
rectly or indirectly due to the
coaching hub have lost their
livelihood. The estimated
worth of  the edu hub was
pegged around Rs 1200 crore
before Covid which has now
reduced to nearly one-fourth
of  its value.

Kota was an industrial city
of  Rajasthan, but for the last
four decades it has turned
out to be a premier coaching
centre of  the country. Aspir-
ing students who dream of
getting admitted to premium
technical and medical insti-
tutes of  the country, come
here to prepare themselves.
Around 1.50 lakh students
from all over the country reg-
ister themselves at various
institutes. But now the town
wears a desolate look.

Kota’s 70 per cent economy
depends on these students
who spend around Rs 2 to 2.50
lakh rupees per annum.
There are around 3,000 hos-

tels,  more than 25,000 PGs,
1,800 mess and a large num-
ber of  cafes, tiffin centres,
breakfast stalls and other
businesses with students at
the epicentre. Some resi-
dents of  the city have con-
verted their homes into hos-
tels and PGs and the coach-
ing industry covers three big
areas of  the city.

"It is like a nightmare for us
when hundreds and thou-
sands of  students left Kota in
fear and haste.  The city’s
economy has crumbled.
Hardly 10 %  hostels and PGs
have students. Around 80 per
cent employees working in
these hostels have lost their
jobs and we are facing huge
difficulty in repaying our
loans," said Naveen Mittal,
president of  Kota hostel as-
sociation. 

Around 80 per cent mess

which provided food to stu-
dents have rolled down their
shutters. The president of
the Mess Association of  Kota
Jashmesh Sing said, "thou-
sands of  people are now un-
employed and have migrated
to their home towns. We can-
not run a mess for 4-5 stu-
dents, so most of  them have
down their shutters." 
The hope of revival lasts for
two months only: Almost 90
per cent students had left
Kota last year during the first
wave. Different states had
run special buses and trains
to take away their students
from the city. This January
we saw some hopes of   re-
vival. Around 45000 students
had come to Kota in the first
two months of  2021 when ad-
mission were on at the coach-
ing institutes and people
here were hoping for a good

"harvest." But their hopes
lasted only two months. The
second wave was more horri-
fying and students had to
leave as offline classes and
other facilities were shut due
to the lockdown imposed in
April. The lockdown has
been relaxed a bit, but offline
classes have not resumed yet.
Online mode has kept us
afloat: There 10 mega, 50
small and individual coach-
ing institutes in Kota. After
being mauled by covid-19, the
online mode of  education
has kept the business alive
and afloat. One of  the repre-
sentatives of  the institutes
said on condition of
anonymity that admissions
have decreased but they are
charging for online classes
and at the same time their ex-
penses of  running offline
classes have reduced consid-
erably.
It will take around two
years to get back on track
"We are hoping for better
times. Students also aren't
comfortable with online
classes. I have talked to many
students and they want of-
fline classes to resume. We
are urging the state govern-
ment to reopen the institutes
but it will take around two
years for us to get back on
track," said Naveen Mittal.

How the Kota cookie crumbled due to Covid

Cow vigilante killed in
Gujarat; 10 arrested

� Haryana extends lockdown till June 28, announces more eases

� Curfew to be reimposed in UP district if cases cross 500

� Odia playback singer Tapu Mishra dies in Bhubaneswar.

� Weekend Covid curfew lifted from 8 districts in J&K
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IT rules framed post talks with
stakeholders, India tells UN

Sedition case: Lakshadweep cops quiz
filmmaker Aisha Sultana for over 3 hrs

4 tiger cubs
spotted in

Ranthambore 

ARITRA SINGHA / Kolkata

At a time when West Bengal BJP in order to
nurture Bengali sentiments is observing
‘Pashim Bangal Divas’, a section of  the party
MPs is also raising demands to divide the
state. After Alipurduar MP John Barla, Dar-
jeeling MP Raju Bishta said people of  North
Bengal have been ignored for the last 45 years.
WHAT BISHTA SAID
“John Barla has said what he had to but the
truth is North Bengal has been ignored by
both former Left Front and present Tri-
namool Congress government. In TMC era
both tourism and other business have
crashed in North Bengal. Didi said she would
transform Darjeeling into Switzerland but
failed to keep her promise. As far as separat-
ing Bengal is concerned this is not the right
time to say,” stated the BJP Darjeeling MP.
WHAT SUVENDU SAID?
“We haven’t decided on anything about divid-
ing the state. John Barla had said so as people
of  North Bengal are not happy. Even I, along
with other BJP MPs who are from western
part of  the state, aren't happy and whatever
our party chief  had said we will stick to it,”
mentioned the Leader of Opposition.
WHAT DILIP GHOSH HAD TOLD FPJ
“We don’t support breaking West Bengal. We
are there for the people of  North Bengal and
in keeping with the democratic set up, we will
work for the people,” Ghosh had said.

Notably, even on Sunday at an organization-
al meet, Ghosh claimed that BJP doesn’t be-
lieve in divisive politics but believes in serv-
ing people. The ruling Trinamool Congress,
however, didn’t leave any stone unturned to
slam the saffron camp over their demand in
breaking the state. TMC leader from North
Bengal Gautam Deb said the hidden agenda
of  the saffron camp is to break Bengal and
also claimed that the BJP will get the befitting
answer in the next election as well as people
of  Bengal don’t want the state divided.

Incidentally, celebrating the ‘Paschim Ban-
gal Diwas’ (West Bengal Day), BJP leader Su-
vendu Adhikari slammed both the Left Front

and the TMC for not letting people know
about the contribution of  Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee in retaining West Bengal.

“Shyama Prasad Mukherjee fought for West
Bengal and made it a part of  India as had it
been in Pakistan than this state would have
been Islamabad or Dhaka. The Left Front and
the TMC didn’t let people know the contribu-
tion of  a Hindu Bengali,” Suvendu said,
adding if  other states can observe their sta -
te’s day the West Bengal will also follow suit.
TMC MOCKS BJP
Slamming BJPs move of  celebrating West
Bengal Day, TMC leader and transport minis-
ter Firhad Hakim claimed after poll debacle
the saffron camp is trying to put up a Bengali
image. “BJP plays communal politics for
which people denounced them and now they
want to display themselves as Bengali to woo
the Bengali sentiments. This attempt of  BJP
will also fail,” stated the minister.

Celebrating West Bengal Divas
amid ‘clamour’ for Partition?

FPJ VIEW

The West Bengal unit of BJP must get its act
together. After Barla spoke of a separate identity

for North Bengal on Saturday, Darjeeling MP, Raju
Bishta, on Sunday "joined" the chorus and said the
people have been ignored for the last 45 years and
Didi hasn't kept her promise of making Darjeeling...
India's Switzerland! He stopped short of asking for
a separate identity for the region but his comments
came on a day when the Saffron party had made
arrangements to celebrate West Bengal Divas. In a
quick fix mode, Suvendu's move to follow the state
unit's president's words provided some balm on the
sticky situation. This, however, gave TMC the cha n -
ce to mock at the BJP over the entire episode.

HAUNTING PAST
The Partition of Bengal in 1947, part of the
Partition of India, divided the British Indian
province of Bengal based on the Radcliffe Line
between the Dominion of India and the
Dominion of Pakistan. The Hindu-majority West
Bengal became a state of India, and the Muslim-
majority East Bengal (now Bangladesh) became
a province of Pakistan. —SOURCE WIKIPEDIA

The filmmaker said police
were cooperative and she
has been directed to stay

on the islands for 3-4 days.


