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Not Just Overloading A Lift..!    
In a shopping mall in Mumbai 

seventeen people got stuck in a 
lift for fi ve full hours! They cried, 
shouted, screamed for help and 
to top it all had an infant with 
them who started panicking 
and didn’t stop bawling. The 
seventeen when rescued later 
with the help of a fi re fi ghters’ 
forklift immediately complained 
about the bad maintenance 
standards of the mall.

What the seventeen quietly, oh 
very quietly did not speak about 
was that it was a lift meant for 
ten people and seven extra had 
crept in!

“Why did so many of you 
crowd into the lift even when the 
notice said ten?”

“Because there was no lift 
operator!”

We need a lift operator to 
police a lift!

I remember the fi rst time I’d 
gone to England. I stood on 
the pavement and watched 
fascinated, “You watching the 

snazzy cars?” asked my friend 
Philip.

“No,” I said, “I’m watching the 
drivers obeying rules without a 
policeman around!”

It was a fascinating sight: No 
honking, because, unless there 
was an emergency there were 
no pedestrians to honk at, no 
cars cutting lanes, breaking 
signals, no over speeding!

They didn’t need policing, 
there was already a built-in 
police mechanism in place in 
all of them, and I’ve seen this 
in both Europe and America, 
though I admit, a little less in 
Italy.

How often I’ve seen my driver 
slowly, very slowly edging past a 
red light, “What are you doing?” 
I ask sharply looking up from 
something I’m reading.

“There’s no policeman sahib!” 
he says with a grin, knowing I 
am annoyed.

No, it’s not just overloading a 
lift, it’s in everything we do:

Watch an office where the 
boss has gone on a holiday; the 
whole offi ce has a holiday. The 
boss comes back to see no work 
done and swears he’ll never go 
out with his family again.

And then when catastrophe 
strikes, when we don’t know 
whether we are going to make 
it out of the lift alive, we blame 
the liftman or policeman.

“That accident wouldn’t have 
happened had there been a 
policeman around!”

Open your eyes; can’t you 
see that the accident happened 
because you wanted to get away 
once more in breaking a rule?

Start self-disciplining yourself. 
Stop at a red light; go only when 
it is green. Discipline builds 
character and fi nally it is that 
discipline that you’ve taught 
yourself that may save your life 
and that of your loved ones.  

No,  i t ’s  no t  jus t  abou t 
overloading a lift..! 

bobsbanter@gmail.com
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Chennai, Aug 12:

L. Shruthi of Buddys 
won the women’s State 
Ranking Billiards title 
beating second seeded 
Snethra Babu of CDBSA 
3-0 in the best-of-five final 
match of the Tamil Nadu 
Billiards and Snooker 
As s o c i a t i o n’ s  S t a t e 
Ranking Championship 
2023.
Shruthi had also won 

the Sub-Junior and Junior 
Billiards title along with 
Junior Snooker t i t le 

in this State Ranking 
Championship.
Women’ s Bi l l i a rd s 

Ranking:
1.  L. Shruthi (Buddys)
2 .  S n e t h r a  B a b u 

(CDBSA)      
3 .  A n u p a m a 

Ramachandran (TNBSA)
4. Vijaishri Bhaskar 

(MOPVC)
Results: Final:  Shruthi 

bt Snethra Babu 3-0; 3rd  
& 4th placing: Anupama 
Ramachandran bt Vijaishri 
Bhaskar 2-0.

From (left) Runner-up Snethra Babu, match referee 
and winner Shruthi

Shruthi wins women’s State 

Ranking Billiards crown
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ெச"ைன, ஆக. 12–  
( ) ப ே க ா ண 0 ை த 0 

த ை ல ை ம ய க 0 ை த 7 
ெகா89 ெசய:ப;9 
வ=) >;? @Aய" 
வBCD" Eகர லாப) 
கடHத ஜJ" மாத0Kட" 
L?வைடHத காலா8?: 
M.227 ேகா?யாகO பPQ 
ெசRயOப;9SளK எ"V 
EWவாக இய7(னW எ".
காமேகா? ெதYZ0தாW.   
ேம[) வBCD" 

வரா7கட" வ\ைல0 
]ZரOப90P உSளதா: 
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இHத L_ ஆ89 
ெசய:பா;?: வளW`> 
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எ"V) அவW ந)c7ைக 
ெதYZ0தாW.  
இdவBC கடHத 

ஆ8?" Lத: 
காலா8?: இதர 
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ஆனா: இHத ஆ89 Eகர 
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வBCD" Eகர வாரா7 

 !" $%ய' வ)*+, கட' வ/, 
01ர3தா, 6.227 ேகா" லாப=: ?@வாக இயBCன@ 

எ'.காமேகா" தைலைம+, ெவIJ நைட
கட" 2.89% இ=HK 2.51% 
ஆக (ைற7கOப;9SளK 
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+.94,060 ேகா1
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M.51,655 ேகா?யாகQ), 
M.42,405ேகா?யாகQ) 
உSளK.   
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