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Man arrested after egg allegedly thrown at King Charles III
LONDON: A man was arrested on Tuesday on suspicion of assault after an egg was allegedly hurled towards King Charles III during a visit
to a town centre. Bedfordshire Police said a man in his 20s was being questioned over an alleged common assault. Charles was meeting
members of the public outside the town hall in Luton, 30 miles (46 kilometers) north of London, when the projectile was apparently
thrown. He was moved to a different area by his security guards and resumed shaking hands with members of the public.

AP / Jakarta

Indonesia’s Parliament
unanimously passed a long-
awaited revision of  the coun-
try’s penal code on Tuesday
that criminalises sex outside
of  marriage for citizens as
well as foreigners, prohibits
promotion of  contraception
and bans defamation of  the
president and state institu-
tions.

The amended code also ex-
pands an existing blasphemy
law and maintains a five-year
prison term for deviations
from the central tenets of  In-
donesia’s six recognised reli-
gions: Islam, Protestantism,
Catholicism, Hinduism, Bud-
dhism and Confucianism.

Citizens can face a 10-year
prison term for associating
with organisations that fol-
low Marxist-Leninist ideolo-
gy and a four-year sentence
for spreading communism.

The code maintains the
previous criminalisation of
abortion but adds exceptions
for women with life-threaten-
ing medical conditions and
for rape, provided that the fe-
tus is less than 12 weeks old,
in line with what is already
provided in a 2004 Medical
Practice Law.

Rights groups criticised
some of  the revisions as over-
ly broad or vague and
warned that adding them to

the code could penalise nor-
mal activities and threaten
freedom of  expression and
privacy rights.

However, some advocates
hailed the passage as a victo-
ry for the country’s LGBTQ
community. 

During fierce deliberation,
lawmakers eventually agreed

to remove an article proposed
by Islamic groups that would
have made gay sex illegal.

The revised code also pre-
serves the death penalty
within the criminal justice
system despite calls from the
National Commission on Hu-
man Rights and other groups
to abolish capital punish-

ment, as dozens of  other
countries have done. 

But under the new code,
the death penalty has a pro-
bationary period. 

If  within a period of  10
years the convict behaves
well, then the death penalty
will be changed to life impris-
onment or 20 years’ impris-
onment.

Under Indonesian regula-
tions, legislation passed by
Parliament becomes law af-
ter being signed by the presi-
dent. 

INDONESIA TO BAN SEX 
OUTSIDE OF MARRIAGE 

Parliament amends code and expands an existing blasphemy law

Activists protest against the new criminal code outside Parliament in Jakarta on Tuesday —AFP

Citizens can face a 10-year prison term for
associating with organisations that follow

Marxist-Leninist ideology

AP / Seoul

North Korea on Tuesday
fired a barrage of  artillery
rounds into waters near ri-
val South Korea for the sec-
ond consecutive day in a tit-
for-tat for the South’s live-
fire drills in an inland bor-
der region.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of  Staff  said it de-
tected North Korea firing
around 90 artillery rounds
from the eastern coastal
town of  Kosong at around
10 am and another 10
rounds from the nearby
town of  Kumkang at
around 6 pm.

It said the shells, which
were likely from multiple
rocket launchers, landed in
the northern side of  a mar-
itime buffer zone the Kore-
as established in 2018 to re-
duce border tensions.

The firings came shortly
after the North Korean Peo-
ple’s Army’s General Staff
said it instructed front-line
units to launch artillery
into the sea as a warning
following South Korean ar-
tillery exercises in a region
near their land border.

North Korea also on
Monday fired around 130
artillery rounds into waters
near the buffer zones with

South Korea, while accus-
ing the South of  raising un-
necessary tension in front-
line areas.

The latest North Korean
military action has wors-
ened animosity between
the rivals, whose relations
have sharply declined amid
a prolonged pause in nu-
clear negotiations between
Washington and Py-
ongyang.

The South Korean army
was conducting live-fire ex-
ercises involving multiple
rocket launch systems and
howitzers in two separate
testing grounds in the
Cheorwon region. 

N Korea fires artillery again over South’s drills 

Zelensky defiant as drone
strikes hit Russia again

AP / Kyiv

In a new display of  defiance
from Kyiv, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky
travelled to an eastern city
near the front line on Tues-
day, while Russia reported
that strategic sites inside the
country were hit by drone at-
tacks for a second day. 

A fire broke out at an air-
port in Russia’s southern
Kursk region that borders
Ukraine after a drone hit the
facility, the region’s governor
said on Tuesday. In a second
incident, an industrial plant
80 kilometres (50 miles) from
the Ukrainian border was
also targeted by drones,
Russian independent media
reported, apparently missing
a fuel depot at the site. 

Federal authorities did not
immediately blame Ukraine.
But Tuesday's reported
strikes were carried out a
day after Moscow blamed
Kyiv for unprecedented, sim-
ilar attacks on two air bases
deep inside Russia. The at-
tacks on the Engels base in
the Saratov region on the
Volga River and the Dyagile-
vo base in the Ryazan region
in western Russia were some
of  the most brazen inside
Russia during the war. In the
aftermath, Russian troops
carried out another wave of
missile strikes on Ukrainian
territory struck homes and
buildings and killed civil-
ians. 

Marking Ukraine’s armed
forces day, Zelensky travelled

to the eastern Donetsk re-
gion on Tuesday and vowed
to push Russian forces out of
all of  Ukraine’s territory.

“Everyone sees your
strength and your skill. ... I’m
grateful to your parents.
They raised real heroes,” Ze-
lensky said in a video ad-
dress to Ukrainian forces
from the city of  the Slovian-
sk, a key Ukrainian strong-
hold in the east. 

Ukrainian officials have
not formally confirmed car-
rying out the drone attacks,
maintaining their apparent
policy of  deliberate ambigui-
ty as they have done in the
past when it comes to high-
profile attacks on Russian
targets.

But presidential adviser
Mikhail Podolyak taunted
Moscow in comments on
Twitter. 

“If  something is launched
into other countries’ air-
space, sooner or later un-
known flying objects will re-
turn to the point of  depar-
ture,” Podolyak wrote. “The
earth is round.” The attacks
on Russian bases — more
than 500 kilometres from the
border with Ukraine — were
deeply embarrassing and ex-
posed the vulnerability of
some of  Russia’s most strate-
gic military sites, raising
questions about the effective-
ness of  their air defenses.
They also threatened a major
escalation of  the nine-month
war. One of  the airfields
houses bombers capable of
carrying nuclear weapons. 

Gdyina: Polish President
Andrzej Duda and the
country’s defence minister on
Tuesday took delivery of a
first shipment of tanks and
howitzers from South Korea,
hailing the swift
implementation of a deal
signed in the summer in the
face of the war in
neighbouring Ukraine.  
Duda and Mariusz Blaszczak
were in the Polish Navy port
of Gdynia, on the Baltic coast,
to mark the arrival by sea of

the first 10 Black Panther K2
tanks, along with 24 Thunder
K9 howitzers, from a $5.8 bn
deal with Seoul. 
They stressed that South
Korea responded quickly to
the need by Poland, a
European Union nation, to
urgently increase its
deterrence and defense
potential as Russia is fighting
a war in Ukraine, just across
Poland’s eastern border. 
More deliveries are planned
through 2025. 

South Korean tanks come to Poland 




