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 President of India Droupadi Murmu lighting the lamp at the inaugural session of the 
International Women’s Conference of the Art of Living.
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Kerala ragging: Disband SFI, 
demands LoP Satheesan

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 
14 (IANS): Leader of the 
Opposition in the Kerala 
Legislative Assembly, V.D. 
Satheesan, on Friday urged 
the CPI-M to disband its stu-
dent organisation -- the 
Students Federation of India 
(SFI) -- following a gruesome 
ragging incident at the state-
run Nursing College hostel 
in Kottayam. “This incident 
comes close on the heels of 
the tragedy at the College of 
Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences in Wayanad, where 
SFI students were implicat-
ed in the alleged suicide of 
junior student J.S. 
Sidharthan. In Kottayam, 
the only difference is it did 
not escalate to murder. The 
CPI-M should immediately 
disband the SFI,” said 
Satheesan.

“The CPI-M is shielding 
the accused in the Wayanad 
incident, and the key 
accused in the Kottayam 
incident is linked to the SFI. 
What’s even worse is that 
the incident at Kottayam 
took place in the hostel for 
Scheduled Caste students,” 
added Satheesan.

On Wednesday, third-year 

students Rahul Raj, NS 
Jeeva, N.P. Vivek, Rigil 
Jeeth, and Samuel Johnson 
were arrested and later sent 
to judicial custody after a 
first-year student registered 
a complaint with the police 
on February 11.The visuals 
of the brutal assault on inno-
cent first-year students aired 
on Malayalam TV channels, 
sent shockwaves. In the foot-
age, senior students could be 
seen laughing and making 
lewd comments while the 
victim was tied to a bed, a 
heavy object placed on his 
private parts, and his body 
injured with a compass.

The college authorities’ role 
has also come under scrutiny 
as they claimed ignorance of 
the incident. First-year stu-
dents were threatened with 
dire consequences if they 

reported the matter. Satheesan 
stated that it has now emerged 
that the senior students were 
engaged in this act to collect 
money for buying drugs and 
liquor.“It’s unbelievable that 
the authorities knew nothing. 
CM Vijayan, you and your 
party should not shield the 
criminals,” said Satheesan.
Meanwhile, State Health 
Minister Veena George 
announced that a team of offi-
cials from the Directorate of 
Medical Education is prepar-
ing a report on the 
incident.“The action will not 
be a mere suspension. The 
explanation from the author-
ities is not satisfactory. There 
are CCTV cameras in the cor-
ridors. I could not watch the 
full visuals as the scenes 
were too disturbing. What 
happened is unacceptable,” 
said George.On Thursday, 
the student wings of the 
Congress and the BJP staged 
protest marches to the col-
lege, and the police had to use 
water cannons to disperse 
the protesters. Public opin-
ion has strongly condemned 
the incident, with demands 
for tough actions against the 
wrongdoers. 

Kochi Chander Kunj Army Towers 
demolition: Collector-led expert 

panel holds first meeting
Kochi: The twin towers of Chander Kunj Army Towers 

at Silversand Island, Vyttila in Kochi are likely to be 
demolished using the method adopted to raze five apart-
ment complexes in the neighbouring Maradu municipali-
ty in 2019. The discussion on the demolition was initiated 
at the first meeting of a committee constituted by 
Ernakulam district collector on Thursday. Collector NSK 
Umesh constituted the committee as per the February 3 
High Court verdict. The court ordered to demolish and 
reconstruct the residential towers B and C which are 
under severe distress due to poor construction.

The collector told the media after the meeting that the 
possibilities of using the Maradu model will be explored. 
Structural engineer Anil Joseph, who was associated with 
the demolition in Maradu, has been included in the com-
mittee. The collector said the committee will meet again 
next week when the managing director of the Army 
Welfare Housing Association (AWHO) will be in the city. 
The date of the meeting will be fixed based on the officer’s 
availability. The AWHO, which built the army towers, was 
of the view that there was no need to demolish the stric-
tures, and they could be retrofitted. 

The collector said engineer Anil Joseph will make a 
presentation on the demolition technologies at the next 
meet. The committee members will visit the site on 
Saturday. “This is an issue involving people’s safety. 
Hence, time is very critical. All decisions have to be taken 
fast. I have requested the residential association to report 
all their apprehensions to the committee,” the collector 
said. He said the residents association will be holding a 
general body to discuss their grievances over the rental 
compensations proposed in the high court order. The high 
court has ordered the AWHO to pay apartment owners of 
towers B and C a monthly rent of Rs 21,000 and Rs 23,000, 
respectively.
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KOTTAYAM 
RAGGING: NURSING
COLLEGE 
PRINCIPAL, 
ASSISTANT WARDEN 
SUSPENDED

Kottayam: Kottayam 
Government Nursing 
College Principal Prof 
Sulekha AT and 
Assistant Professor 
Ajeesh P Mani, who 
was in charge of the 
assistant warden’s 
duties at the college 
hostel, were placed 
under suspension 
pending enquiry fol-
lowing a brutal rag-
ging incident at the 
c a m p u s . H e a l t h 
D e p a r t m e n t 
Additional Chief 
Secretary Rajan 
Khobragade issued the 
order after it was 
found that the officials 
failed to prevent or 
intervene in the mat-
ter. Additionally, the 
hostel’s housekeeper 
and security person-
nel have been 
removed. The action 
followed an investiga-
tion by the Director of 
Medical Education, 
conducted on the 
directive of Health 
Minister Veena 
George.
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