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Stateschemeshave
empoweredtribals:CM

Patnaikinaugurates twoirrigation projectsin Mayurbhanj

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
TIKPADA (MAYURBHAN), 12 AUGUST

hief Minister Naveen

Patnaik on Friday

inaugurated the Deo

irrigation projectand
the additionalirrigation facil-
ity created in the Subarnarekha
multipurpose irrigation pro-
ject in Mayurbhanj district
and said together the projects
will provide irrigation to over
27,000 hectares benefitting
over 2.60 lakh farmers .

The CM was visiting the dis-
trictafter a gap of three years.
Despite being physically pre-
sent, his pre-recorded speech
was played on an audio visu-
al mode in front of the huge
gathering, mostly tribals.

Ministers Tukuni Sahu,
Aswini Patra, MLAs Sudam
Marandi, Rajkishore Das were
present.

He referred to how a trib-

al lady from the district had
scaled heights to be the Pres-
ident of India making every-
body in the state feel proud.

The irrigation projects inau-
gurated today will benefit
farmers across Mayurbhanj,
Balasore and Keonjhar districts.

“I'have always given priority
on agriculture, health, edu-
cation, food, security, inte-
grated tribal welfare and
women empowerment. The
projects like Kalia Yojana,
Mission Shakti and Biju
Swasthya Kalyan Yojana, rice@

Very heavyrain forecastin Odisha:
Govt.rulesoutflood threat

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 12 AUGUST

Odishaislikely to experience
another spell of heavy show-
ers for the next two days due
to the possible formation of
anewlow-pressure area even
as heavy downpour in the
past48 hours hasresulted in
the rise in water level of all
major rivers.

The Met office issued an
orange alert of very heavy
rain in the districts of Khur-
da, Cuttack, Puri, Balasore,
Bhadrak, Dhenkanal, Gan-
jam, Gajapati, Jajpur, Jagats-
inghpur, Kandhamal, Kala-
handji, Kendrapara and Naya-
garh on Saturday.

It warned of extremely
heavy precipitation at a few
places in Kalahandi, Bolan-
gir, Nuapada and Nabarang-
pur on Sunday, besides heavy
tovery heavy showers across
the state.

Fishermen have been
advised not to venture into the
sea off the coast till Monday.

However, the officials
ruled out the threat of flood
poundingupon theriverside
villages.

Even though water level has
gone up inalmostallriversin
the state, itis yet toreach dan-
ger mark except Jalaka river.
Thereis noimmediate threat
offlood in any river. Howev-
er we are keeping close watch
on thesituation because of the

heavy rain forecast from
tomorrow, said Bijay Kumar
Mishra, engineer-in-chief,
Water Resources department,

The low pressure system
is set to form over north Bay
of Bengal during the next 24
hours under the influence of
acyclonic circulation, which
lies over west Myanmar, the
Bhubaneswar Meteorological
Centre said on Friday.

Heavy rain occurred at
some places in Sundargarh,
Deogarh, Sambalpur and
Kendraparaover a 24-period
till 8.30 am on Friday, the Met
said. Tensa in Sundargarh
and Barkot in Deogarh
received 113 mm of precipi-
tation, followed by 90 mm at
Kuchinda in Sambalpur.

Odisha is already reeling
under the effects of a down-
pour, caused due to adepres-
sion. It led to flooding of vil-
lages and low-lying areas
across many districts, col-
lapse of several bridges over
swollen rivers, and landslides
disruptingroad connectivity.

Jalaka river is in spate in
Balasore and Baitarani in
Bhadrak following heavy
showers in the upper catch-
ment areas. Intense rain has
led to water logging in many
areas of Keonjhar.

The Hirakud dam opened
sixmore sluice gates to release
excess water. Currently, the
reservoir is releasing water
through 20 gates.

Ivory trade kingpin held

BHUBANESWAR, 12 AUGUST

The kingpin of an interstate ivory trade racket was arrest-
ed on Friday from Dakhina Parikheta village in Khurda dis-
trict by ajoint operation by officials of Khurda Forest Divi-

sion and police.

The accused identified as S K Rajak confessed regard-
ing his involvement in illegal smuggling of elephant tusks
from Badamba area to Kolkata.

1 perkgetcare appreciated by
the people and are empowering
them,” the CM said.

The transformation of gov-
ernment schools under 5T is
asuccessful initiative and ithas
made certain self confidence
among students.
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Odisha cabinetapproves Rs 2,808 cr tor Millets Mission

Mega pipe water projects, rain water harvesting subsidy for pvtbuildings

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 12 AUGUST

The Odisha cabinet on Fri-
day approved an estimated
budget of Rs. 2808.39 crore
forsixyears (2021-22 to 2026-
27) financial years towards the
Special Programme for Pro-
motion of Millets in Tribal
Areas . Currently, the State

government has its area of
implementation from 84
blocks in 15 districts to 142
blocks in 19 Districts from
2022- 23 onwards towards the
Odisha Millet Mission. The
Mission was launched by the
governmentin 2017 to revive
millets in farms and on plates.

It emerged from a con-
sultation between Govern-

ment, Academia (NCDS) and
Civil Society Organisations
(RRA Network, ASHA Network
and local NGOs). It is first of
its kind of agriculture pro-
gramme with priority on
increasing consumptions in
Odisha. The programme is
implemented through Women
Self Help Groups (WSHGs) and
Farmers Producer Organisa-

tions (FPOs) with support of
NGOs and research institu-
tions with oversight from the
Department of Agriculture
It Farmers Empowerment.

The programme is sup-
ported through State Plan, Dis-
trict Mineral Fund and Odisha
Mineral Bearing Areas Devel-
opment Corporation
(OMBADC).
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