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WASHINGTON: Terming India's amended
Citizenship Act as anti-minority, a group of
eminent human rights and social activists,
including Magsaysay Award winner Sandeep

Pandey, has claimed that the freedom of
expression is under threat in the world's largest
democracy. The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA)
was passed in December last year.

Human rights activists in US decry CAA, NRC6 WORLD
FREEPRESS
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Huthis claim attacks on Saudi oil facilities
SANAA: Yemen's Iran-backed Huthi rebels said Wednesday they
had launched missile and drone attacks on Saudi targets,
including oil facilities belonging to the energy giant Aramco. Huthi
forces attacked "Aramco (facilities) in Jizan, Abha and Jizan
airports, Khamis Mushait base and vital targets deep inside Saudi
Arabia with a large number of missiles and drones," spokesman
Yahya al-Saree told a press conference in the capital Sanaa.

GLOBE-TROTTING

AGENCIES
Washington

President Donald Trump has
released his long delayed Is-
raeli-Palestinian peace plan,
promising "a new dawn," but
angry Palestinians called it
biased and deserving to go in
the "dustbin of  history."
Standing alongside Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in the White
House's East Room, Trump
said on Tuesday that his plan
could succeed where decades
of  previous US attempts to
intervene had failed.

"Together we can bring
about a... new dawn in the
Middle East," Trump said to
an enthusiastic audience
that included throngs of  Is-
raeli and Jewish American
guests but apparently no
Palestinian representatives.

They are flat out rejecting
the plan, which grants Israel
much of  what it has sought
in decades of  international
diplomacy, namely control
over Jerusalem as its "undi-

vided" capital, rather than a
city to share with the Pales-
tinians. The plan also lets Is-
rael annex West Bank settle-
ments.

However, the Palestinians
angrily rejected the entire
plan.

"This conspiracy deal will
not pass. Our people will
take it to the dustbin of his-
tory," Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas said.

Trump promised a "con-
tiguous" future Palestinian
state, addressing the current
situation where Israel con-
trols broad territory separat-
ing the two main population
centers of  the Gaza Strip and
the West Bank.

But the map showed the
West Bank remaining rid-
dled with Jewish settlements
linked to Israel and only a
long road tunnel connecting
the area with the seaside
Gaza Strip.

The plan makes clear that
Israel is free to annex its set-
tlements on Palestinian
lands right away.

Calls it biased and deserving to go into "dustbin of history"
PALESTINIANS REJECT PEACE PLAN

Palestinian demonstrators protest against US President Donald
Trump's peace plan in Gaza City on January 28, 2020. PIC: AFP

Israel-Palentine plan is 'absolutely 
unacceptable', says Turkey’s Erdogan 
ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan lambasted a
Middle East plan unveiled by US counterpart Donald Trump as
"absolutely unacceptable" in comments published Wednesday.
"Jerusalem is sacred for Muslims. The plan to give Jerusalem to
Israel is absolutely unacceptable. Meanwhile, UN chief Antonio
Guterres said the global body remains committed to supporting
Palestinians and Israelis to resolve the conflict on the basis of
UN resolutions, international law and bilateral agreements.

Trump’s deal is
'nightmare for
region': Iran FM 
TEHRAN: Iranian Foreign
Minister Javad Zarif on Tuesday
called the Middle East plan
unveiled by US President
Donald Trump as a "nightmare
for the region". "The so-called
'Vision for Peace' is simply the
dream project of a bankruptcy-
ridden real estate developer.
But it is a nightmare for the
region and the world," Zarif
tweeted.

Protesters burn pictures of
Donald Trump and Israel's PM
Benjamin Netanyahu. PIC: AFP

Chinese people unite
to fight virus battle

XINHUA
BEIJING

China's response to the novel
coronavirus outbreak is un-
precedented in human histo-
ry. It is a responsible move
for people at the epicenter of
the epidemic, for people in
the rest of  the country, and
for the world at large.

Residents in Wuhan, the
center of the outbreak, came
to grief  after the massive
lockdown of  the city, mo-
ments in which they suf-
fered but still fulfilled their
duty as citizens to cooperate
with the government, mo-
ments in which the whole of
China activated the highest
level of  emergency response
and many families were sep-
arated but stood united
against the virus spread.

Sorrow and remorse quick-
ly translated into confidence
and strength to win this un-
precedented battle.

Suddenly, accusations that
the massive city lockdown in
Wuhan is a violation of  hu-
man rights emerged. But cit-
izens of  Wuhan disagree.

Since the lockdown was
put in place, they have been
staying indoors and practic-
ing quarantine measures
with the utmost respect for
the government's guidance
and their hallmark persever-
ance and optimism. No pub-
lic security incidents have
occurred. They have a sober
understanding that while in-
conveniences may emerge,
the historic quarantine
serves their health, safety
and overall interests. Social
cohesion binds the people of
Wuhan at this critical mo-
ment.
— By arrangement with Xinhua

news agency

AGENCIES
Lagos

The death toll from Lassa
fever in Nigeria since the
beginning of  January has
risen to 41 as cases were
confirmed in more re-
gions, Nigeria's disease
control agency said.

The Nigeria Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC)
said Tuesday that from
January 1 to January 26 a
total of  258 confirmed cas-
es, including five health
workers, were reported
across 19 states.

The latest figures
marked an increase from
29 deaths and 195 con-
firmed cases given by the
authorities for the period
up to January 24.

Endemic to Nigeria, Las-
sa fever belongs to the
same family as the Ebola
and Marburg viruses, but
is much less deadly.

The virus is spread by
contact with rat faeces or
urine. 

Lassa fever
kills 41 in

Nigeria 

LALIT K JHA
Washington

The lawyers representing
Donald Trump at his im-
peachment trial said the
abuse of  power charges
against the US President
was "driven by political de-
sires", as they wrapped up
their opening arguments.

"The articles of  impeach-
ment fall far short of  any
constitutional standard,"
White House Counsel Pat
Cipollone, who led Trump's
defence, said on Tuesday.  

"What they are asking you
to do is to throw out a suc-
cessful president on the eve

of  an election, with no ba-
sis and in violation of  the
Constitution," he said. 

Urging the Senate to ac-
quit the president of  the
abuse of  power charges, the
White House counsel ar-
gued that overturning the
last election and "massively

interfering" with the up-
coming one would cause se-
rious and lasting damage to
the people of  the United
States.

"The Senate cannot allow
this to happen. It is time for
this to end, here and now,"
he said in his closing re-

marks at the Senate floor. 
The Senate is conducting

Trump's trial as the House
of  Representatives voted
last month to impeach him
on articles of  abuse of  pow-
er and obstruction of  Con-
gress, both related to his
dealings with Ukraine.

Trump is accused of
cheating in his 2020 reelec-
tion bid by pressuring
Ukraine, a US ally, to an-
nounce probe into Demo-
cratic presidential hopeful
Joe Biden and his son
Hunter and a conspiracy
theory, promoted by Russia,
that Kiev helped the De-
mocrats in 2016.

LALIT K JHA / Washington

The US House of  Represen-
tatives has passed a bill that
authorises financial and
travel sanctions against Chi-
nese officials who interfere
in the process of  selecting
the successor to the Dalai
Lama, the exiled Tibetan
spiritual leader based in In-
dia.

Introduced by Congress-
man James P McGovern,
Chairman of  the House
Rules Committee and the
Congressional-Executive
Commission on China, the
bill was passed by a over-
whelming vote of  392 to 22 on
Tuesday.

The bill, if  passed by the
Senate and signed into law
by the president, will also
prohibit China from opening
any new consulate in the US
until Beijing allows Wash-
ington to open its diplomatic
station in Lhasa, the Tibetan
capital.

According to the bill, the
succession or reincarnation
of  Tibetan Buddhist leaders,
including a future 15th Dalai

Lama, is an exclusively reli-
gious matter that should be
decided solely by the Ti-
betan Buddhist community.

Under the draft legisla-
tion, Washington would
freeze any American asset
and ban US travel of  Chi-
nese officials if  they are
found to be involved in
"identifying or installing" a
Dalai Lama approved by
Beijing. 

Meanwhile in Beijing, the
Chinese foreign ministry
said the legislation "grossly
interferes in China's inter-
nal affairs". It asked the US
to do more to benefit mutu-
al trust and cooperation be-
tween China and the US

Calls abuse of power charges against US prez ‘politically motivated’
Trump’s lawyers wrap up opening arguments

"The articles of
impeachment fall far

short of any
constitutional standard,"
White House Counsel Pat

Cipollone, who led
Trump's defence, said.

DALAI LAMA’S SUCCESSION

US House passes
bill to support Tibet

According to the bill, the succession of Tibetan
Buddhist leaders, including a future 15th Dalai
Lama, is an exclusively religious matter that

should be decided solely by the Tibetan
Buddhist community.

AGENCIES
New York

US prosecutors charged a
leading academic at Har-
vard University Tuesday
with hiding his alleged role
in a Chinese government
program that security offi-
cials say steals trade se-
crets.

The arrest of  Charles
Lieber, the chairman of
Harvard's chemistry and
chemical biology depart-
ment, is the latest develop-
ment in a long-running
saga over suspected intel-
lectual property theft.

US sleuths are investigat-
ing hundreds of  cases of  al-
leged theft by Chinese sci-
entists working in or visit-
ing the United States.

Two other scientists, both
Chinese nationals, were
also charged Tuesday, the
Department of  Justice said
in a statement.

One is a Boston University
science student who prose-
cutors say failed to inform
US immigration that she
was a member of  China's
armed forces, the People's
Liberation Army.

The other is a cancer re-
searcher who is accused of
trying to smuggle vials con-
taining biological research
out of  the US in his socks.

Lieber's arrest is unusual
because he is not of  Chinese
descent and is a prominent
figure at one of  the world's
most respected universities.

Joint anti-CAA motion set for 
debate in European Parliament

ADITI KHANNA
London

A joint motion, combining five different
resolutions tabled by Members of  the Eu-
ropean Parliament (MEPs) against India's
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), has
been placed on the final agenda for debate
at the Plenary session in Brussels on
Wednesday.

The motion takes note of  the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Human
Rights (UNHCR) statement last month,
which described the CAA as "fundamen-
tally discriminatory in nature", and also
of  other UN as well as the European

Union (EU) guidelines on human rights as
it calls on the Indian government to "re-
peal the discriminatory amendments".

The debate on CAA on Wednesday will
follow the European Parliament's historic
ratification of  the Brexit bill, under
which the UK is set to formally leave the
economic bloc on Friday.

"While the CAA's stated goal of  protect-
ing persecuted groups is welcome, an ef-
fective national asylum and refugee poli-
cy should be just and holistic in nature
and apply to all those in need," notes the
motion, which describes the CAA as "dis-
criminatory in nature and dangerously
divisive".

AGENCIES / Miami

A major 7.7 magnitude earth-
quake struck Tuesday in the
Caribbean between Jamaica and
Cuba, triggering a brief  tsunami
alert and sending hundreds of
people pouring onto the streets
of  Havana.

The tremors were felt as far as
the US mainland, where police in
Miami evacuated some buildings
as precaution.  The US Geologi-
cal Survey said the quake hit at a
depth of  10 kilometers at 2:10 pm
125 kilometers northwest of
Lucea, Jamaica.

It estimated there was a low
likelihood of  casualties or dam-
age, and there were no immedi-
ate reports of  either. 

Hours later, a 6.1 magnitude af-
tershock hit off  the coast of  the
Cayman Islands, part of  a clus-

ter of  more than a dozen after-
shocks which were mainly in the
four-to-five magnitude range and
lasted well into the evening, the
USGS said.

The US Pacific Tsunami
Warning Center initially
warned there was a threat of
tsunami waves reaching 0.3 to
one meter  above tide level for
the coasts of  Jamaica, Belize,

Cuba, Honduras, Mexico and
the Cayman Islands. But it lift-
ed the alert update about two
hours later. The first, bigger
quake rattled several tall build-
ings in the
Cuban capital
Havana, which
were immedi-
ately evacuat-
ed.

LALIT K JHA  / Washington

The US has filed lawsuits
against five companies and
three individuals allegedly
responsible for making hun-
dreds of  millions of  fake
robocalls to American con-
sumers from abroad, mostly
from India, and causing mas-
sive financial losses to the
elderly and the vulnerable.

Seeking a restraining order
against such call centers and
robocalls, the Department of
Justice in its class action law-
suit alleged that the compa-
nies were warned many
times not to place fraudulent
robocalls including govern-

ment and business-imposter
calls,  yet they continued to
do so and facilitated foreign-
based fraud schemes target-
ing Americans.

"The calls, most of  which
originated in India, led to
massive financial losses to
elderly and vulnerable vic-
tims across the nation," it
said on Tuesday.

One case has been filed
against Ecommerce National
LLC d/b/a
TollFreeDeals.com; SIP Re-
tail d/b/a sipretail.com; and
their owner/operators,
Nicholas Palumbo, 38, and
Natasha Palumbo, 33, of
Scottsdale, Arizona.

US charges
Harvard prof

over China link

Berlin zoo prepares cuddly panda cubs for their big
AGENCIES

Berlin

Two panda cubs born at Berlin
Zoo last year charmed local me-
dia on Wednesday, a day before
their debut in front of  the gener-
al public.

Five-month-old males Meng Xi-
ang and Meng Yuan, whose
names mean "long-awaited
dream" and "dream come true",
were seen climbing over boul-
ders as they explored their enclo-
sure, watched by their mother
Meng Meng and members of  the
press.

The two cuddly cubs were the
first pandas to be born in a Ger-
man zoo, and have been nick-

named "Pit" and "Paule" by their
carers.

The births were particularly
rare as it is notoriously hard to
breed pandas.

The zoo is expecting a surge in
visitors when the pandas are put
on public display for the first

time on Thursday.
Zoo directors are planning

to open more ticket desks to
avoid long queues, and have
arranged for security per-
sonnel to guard the panda
enclosure.

Alongside their parents
Meng Meng and Jiao Qing,
the twins are the only pan-
das currently visible in Ger-
many.

On loan from China, the panda
couple had arrived in Berlin in
June 2017 to great fanfare.

Famed for its "panda diploma-
cy", China has dispatched its na-
tional treasure to only about a
dozen countries as a symbol of
close relations.

READY FOR PUBLIC DEBUT

7.7 quake hits Caribbean 

People wait outside after evacuating office buildings due to 
earthquake in south of Cuba on January 28. PIC:

Five-month-old male pandas Meng Xiang and Meng Yuan. PIC: AFP

Five-month-old males Meng
Xiang and Meng Yuan, whose
names mean "long-awaited

dream" and "dream come true",
were seen climbing over boulders
as they explored their enclosure,
watched by their mother Meng

Meng and members of the press.

US files lawsuits against
centres, mostly from India

ROBOCALL SCAMS

Lyu Jun, a member of medical
team leaving for Wuhan, says
goodbye to his family.
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Arihant Capital Markets ltd. 
OJt. Ll71lCNrUf2PL(:0071l2 
Jlttd.Off\ce:E/S.btlimll'.ochl,lndorMSlOOI 
Phona;07J1""217100.F .. :07ll·J016199 
Emal:Cll)l'r'4M._.. .... ~. 
website: www.-..antc,;,piul.com 

11.Q.l.J.il 
Pur,uant to Rqulatlon 13, 29 & 30 ~1d with Reculatlon 47 of Sf.Bl 

(USUncObllptlomandOfsdosureRequlrtments) Regulatlons,2015, 
NotQ b; ~,eby 1~n dwit th, meeting of the llo;lrd of Dlrecton of 
Af~ITI: Capital Maitets Limited ls sdleduled to be held on s.turday, 
Oltfl ftlbnlary, 2020 inteN1lwi to consider and approve, Ur!Mited 
StandaloM and Consolidated Anandal Results of tM Compiny for 
the Quarter and Nine months Enclfd on 31st Decffllbtr, 2019 and to 
transactotherinddental&anclla,vmattm. 

Furthttbrdwitling todVftthf,~~erl!doffiotoftheCOmpany 
from f/5, btlMI ICothl, lndan M P 452D01 to 5 I.ad Colony, Y. N. 
Road, lndote(M.P.)-4S200l. 

The notice is also wailable on the Company's website 
1-.arthantcapltal.c) and also on website of Bombay Stock 
E:chlfltelimiud(--~, 

Byorcler olthe llolrd 
for ARIHANT CAPrTAL MMKETS UMITtD 

Sd/· 
Mahestl Plnchol (c.«npany secretary} 
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