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Mann directs officers
to accelerate 3-
pronged strategy for
making Punjab drug
free : Two days after
Punjab Governor Ban-
wari Lal Purohit said
drugs were “available
like grocery items” at
general stores in the
state, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Fri-
day directed officers to
accelerate a three
pronged strategy of
'enforcement, de-addic-
tion and prevention”
for making Punjab a
drug free state. sns

DGP orders tracking
down of terrorists
involved in killing of
civilians: Director Gen-
eral of Police, Dilbag
Singh on Friday visited
the border District
Rajouri where he
reviewed the security
scenario. The DGP
directed for increasing
anti terror operations
to track down the ter-
rorists who in targeted
killing gunned down
seven persons in the
Dhanagri village of
Rajouri. The terrorists
are still hiding and the
DGP directed to also
track their modules. sns

Khattar announces
reservation in promo-
tion for SC employees:
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Friday announced
reservation in promo-
tion for scheduled
caste (SC) employees of
the state government.
Participating in the
state-level function
organised at Narwana
in district Jind on the
occasion of the 646th
birth anniversary of
Guru Ravidas, the CM
said for reservation in
promotion to SC
employees, quota will
be fixed within three
months after identify-
ing all the cadres. sns

HP transport
deptbecomes
firsttoswitch

overtoEVs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 3 FEBRUARY

Adopting the 'Go Green'
approach, the Himachal
Pradesh State Transport
Department has achieved
the distinction of becoming
the first such departmentin
the country to switch over
to electrical vehicles.

The directorate of the
transport has replaced the
official petrol and diesel
vehicles with electrical.

Chief Minister, Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
on Friday, while congratu-
lating the State Transport
department said that
Himachal Pradesh taken a
lead in switching over to elec-
trical vehicles and notify
its policy, whereas some
states of the country are in
final stage for implement-
ing the same.

The motive to start these
e-vehicles was to curtail
the unnecessary expendi-
ture on petroleum prod-
uctsbesides preserving the
pristine environment of the
state.

All the Government
departments will be
equipped with electrical
vehicles within a year, stat-
ed the Chief Minister,
adding that Electric Vehi-
cle Policy 2022 has also
been notified.

"We will completely
transform the existing diesel
buses with e-buses in a
phased manner," said the
ChiefMinister, adding that
thelocal bus depot of Shim-
lawill soon have full fleet e-
buses.

An electric Bus depot
will also be opened in
Nadaun as well and the e-
buses will soon run on all
the local routes in Shimla,
said he, adding that 300 e-
buses will be added to the
fleet of HRTC for which an
outlay of Rs 400 crore has
been sanctioned. In com-
ing two years a target of 60
percent e-buses will be
added to the fleet of HRTC,
headded."Weworkingin the
direction to make Himachal
asIndia's first 'Green Ener-
gy State' by 2025.

This first budget of the 'Amrit Kaal'is one on the idea of
a developed India. It is an inclusive budget, that includes
all the sections of society...

YOGI ADITYANATH

UTTAR PRADESH CHIEF MINISTER

‘cut’' for MGNREGA

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 3 FEBRUARY

e Government on Fri-
day clarified that the
Union Budget 2023-
24 has not lowered
allocation for the Mahatma
GandhiNational Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act (MGN-
REGA) scheme. MGNREGA is
ademand-driven schemeand
any household demanding
employmentunderitshall be
provided at least 100 days of
unskilled manual work in a
financial year, in accordance
with the Scheme.

A clarification by the Min-
istry of Rural Development
referred tomediareportswhich
expressed concern over the
Budgetallocation ofRs 60,000
croreforthe MGNREGA scheme
for the next financial year,

which is 18 per cent lower
than the Rs 73,000 crore bud-
get estimates of last financial
year, 2022-23.

Thereports expressed fear
that thismayaffect the rural job
employment scheme MGN-
REGA to achieve its objective
of providing wage employ-
mentagainst thedemand from
the rural households. "This is
farfrom truth," the clarificaion

said.

Theschemebeing demand-
driven, "whenever additional
fund is required, Ministry of
Financeisrequested to provide
the funds. Government of India
is committed to release funds
for wage and material pay-
ments for proper implemen-
tation of the scheme, as per the
provisions of the actand guide-
lines applicable for Central

Ensure no hate speechismadeifit permits
rallyin Mumbai, SC tells Maharashtra govt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 3 FEBRUARY

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day directed the Maharash-
tra government to video-
graph the proposed Hindu
Jan Akrosh event to be held
in Mumbai on February 5 by
Sakal Hindu Samaj and
soughta copy of the record-
ing.
A bench of Justice K M
Joseph and Justice JB Par-
diwala also directed the
Maharashtra government
to ensure that no hate
speeches are made at the
proposed event.

The apex courtdirection
to Maharashtra government
came on a petition by one
Shaheen Abdullah, alleging
that the organisation con-
ducting the event had
indulged in hate speech

against the Muslims at an ear-
lier eventin Dadar, Mumbai,
on January 29.

The bench also asked the
state government to get
instructions on the action that
has been taken with regard
to the earlier event on Jan-
uary 29 where inflammato-
ry speeches were made by
Telangana's BJP MLA T Raja
Singh.

It also took on record
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta's statement that any
permission to be granted to
the said event will be subject
to the condition that no hate
speech is made defying any
law or disturbing public
order. He said permission to
hold the meeting in question
has not been granted yet.

Justice Pardiwala said,
“We may be reluctant to

grant a relief that this pro-
cession is not held. But it
should be ensured that dur-
ing this rally no rash state-
ments are made and steps are
taken and vigil is kept.”

Justice Joseph said, “See
what happened in Uttarak-
hand and then the State
took action. If there is a
replica of what happened
then we cannot allow this.
Please read what is writ-
ten.” Urging the courtnot to
grant any interim relief sought
by the petitioner, Solicitor
General said, “tating, "Your
lordships would be pre-judg-
ingifyou say this. This forum
is being misused. We are
also not expressing many
things." He assured the court
thata statementwill be filed
astowhathad transpired at
the event on January 29.

Government as well as State
Governments," the clarification
said.

Duringthe current FY 2022-
23, atotal 0f99.81 percentrural
householdshave been offered
wage employment against
their demand for work. If an
applicant for employment
under the Scheme is not pro-
vided such employmentwith-
in 15 days of receipt, he shall
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Govtclearsair on Budget

be entitled to a daily unem-
ployment allowance.

Inthe FY2019-20budget esti-
mate (BE) was Rs 60,000 crore
which gotrevised toRs 71,001
crore; forthe FY2020-21 BEwas
Rs 61,500 crorewhich increased
at revised estimate (RE) to Rs
1,11,500 crore and for the FY
2021-22 the BE of Rs 73,000 crore
has been revised to Rs 98,000
crore. "Therefore, it can be
seen that theactual releases to
the States have been much high-
er than thatprovided foratthe
BElevel. Even during the cur-
rent financial year 2022-23,
the BE has been Rs 73,000
crore, which hasbeenrevised
to Rs 89,400 crore. From the
perusal of the above, it is
inferred that previous release
hasnobearingon therequire-
ment for funds for next year,"
the clarification said.

Vice presidentinaugurates 36th
Surajkund Int’l Handicrafts Mela

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 3 FEBRUARY

The Vice President, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, on Friday formal-
lyinaugurated the 36th Inter-
national Surajkund Mela at
Faridabad.

Indiahasbecomethe fastest-
growing country in the world
in terms of the global econo-
my; inwhichartand craftsmen
have made significant contri-
butions, hesaidinhisaddress.

"Earlier our countrywasin
10th place in the world in
terms of economic progress,
whereasunder theleadership
of Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi,ithasnowjumped to5th
placeandIamhopeful thatIndia
willsoonbeat thefirstposition,"
said Dhankhar.

The Vice-Presidentsaid for
thefirsttimein the country, every
person is getting an opportu-
nity to showcase their talent.

Praising the Surajkund Mela
being organized by Manohar
Lal-led state government, he
said that thisfairhasanimpor-
tant contribution to making
Indiashinebrighton theworld
map.

Describing the Surajkund
Melaasaconfluence ofdiverse
cultures and arts of the coun-
try, the Vice President said
thatthe participation of Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization
countries in this Mela is a his-
toric moment.

Termingthe culturalimpor-
tance of the North-Eastern
states of India as glorious for
the country, he said thatthe tal-
ented artists and craftsmen of
thesestateswhohavereached
this Mela have become a live
example that under the able
dynamic leadership of Prime
Minister Modi, Indiahasbeen
swiftly moving on the devel-
opment track.

Finance Minister briefs
BJP lawmakerson
Budget, priortoparty's
outreach programme

SNS & AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 3 FEBRUARY

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Fri-
dayarrived in the Parliament
to brief the Members of Par-
liaments (MPs) of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on the
Union Budget 2023-24 pre-
sented in the Parliament ear-
lier this week.

All Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha MPs of the party are
expected tobe presentinthe
meeting, beingheld ahead of
today's Parliament Session.
Visuals from Parliament said
Union Ministers Piyush Goyal,
Kiren Rijiju, Dharmendra
Pradhan, V Muraleedharan
and BJP MPs Sukanta Majum-
dar and Sushil Modi were
seen arriving for the meeting.

The Budget, which in all
likelihood is the last for the
BJP-led NDA government
before the general elections
next year, was presented by
Sitharaman on Wednesday,
unveiling one of its biggest
jumpsin capital spendingin
the past decade with the
Union Minister stating that
the fiscal deficitwould fall next
year.

This marked the fifth bud-
getpresented by Sitharaman.

During her nearly one-
and-a-half-hour-long speech,
the Finance Minister
announced that the govern-
ment proposes to increase cap-
ital expenditure outlay by 33
per cent to Rs 10 lakh crore
in 2023-24, which would be
3.3 per cent of the GDP.

The Budget Session of the
Parliamentbegan on Tuesday
with the President's address,
which was followed by the
tabling of the Economic Sur-
vey for 2022-23.

The formal exercise to
prepare the annual Budget for
2023-24 commenced on Octo-
ber 10, last year.

As per the sources, the
BJP is scheduled to launch a

mega-budget Reach Out on
February4 and 5 across India
to bring to the fore what the
budget means for each and
every citizen, cutting across
age, caste, creed and profes-
sion.

During the programme, all
the Union ministers will trav-
el across the country for this
budget and will hold a press
conference on the budget
besides interacting with the
people across all strata, includ-
ing prominent citizens and
intellectuals.

As per the sources, Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakurwould
go to Jammu, while Tourism
Minister G Kishen Reddy
would head to Kochi. Mean-
while, Union Minister of State
for Entrepreneurship, Skill
Development, Electronics &
Technology Rajeev B Chan-
drashekar will go to Coim-
batore and Union Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs
and Culture Arjun Ram Megh-
wal will travel to Raipur,
Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
will travel to Bhopal where-
as Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal will go to Bengaluru.
The programmes for other
ministers are also being
firmed up.
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4 (67)
(39) 137
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