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Age limitaquestionmarkforcoachingcentres
Somesayparents,students,instituteswillfindalternativestocatertodemand

RITWIK SHARMA, PEERZADA ABRAR
& ASHLI VARGHESE
NewDelhi/Bengaluru, 19January

Aday after the educationministry
issued guidelines prohibiting
coaching centres fromenrolling

students under 16 years of age, insti-
tutes on Friday assessed the potential
hit to business.

At Kota in Rajasthan, where more
than200,000studentspour ineveryyear
to enroll for coaching classes, a record
number of suicides last year drewmedia
attention andprompted the administra-
tion and institutes to address mental
health of aspirants.

An official at one of the city’s oldest
coaching centres pointed out that the
institutedoesnotadmitstudentswhoare
still in high school. “We take students
fromClassesXIandXII, and theyarenot
under 16 years of age,” said the official,
whodeclined to be named as hewas not
authorised to talk to themedia.

Several institutes,however,offer inte-
grated courses that are designed for
schoolchildrentoaceOlympiadsandtal-
ent search exams that serve as a prelude
to the high-pressure IIT-JEE (Indian
Institute of Technology-Joint Entrance
Examination) or the pre-medical Natio-
nalEligibilitycumEntranceTest (NEET).

AspokespersonofKota’sAllenCareer
Institute, said,“Wewelcometheseguide-
lines and look forward to working with
the government in shaping them for the
benefit andwell-beingof students.”

An official at a Delhi-based coaching
institute for engineering aspirants said
the question of not enrolling students
under 16 was a sensitive matter and too
early to be commentedupon.

“The institute is having discussions

on the new guidelines. But the truth is
that even parents want coaching classes
fortheirchildrenastheyviewschooledu-
cation as basic,” he said.

MayankKumar,co-founderandman-
agingdirectorofedtechunicornupGrad,
welcomedthenewguidelines inthecon-
text of concerns around mental health.

“We expect the guidelines to have an
impact on the coachingmarket ecosyst-

em for students across grades IX and X.
But we need to realise that the demand
for such coaching is very high. Parents,
studentsandcoachinginstituteswill find
alternatives to cater to the demand,” he
said, adding, “New innovative models,
including online alternative or school

integration for under-16 learners, are
expectedinthe lightof theseguidelines.”

Maheshwer Peri, founder of online
careercounsellingandeducationservices
firmCareers360,saidtheguidelineswere
much desired. “Schools teach you a lot
morethanjustcrackinganexamination.”

“Parentsputchildrenincoachingcla-
sses early, believing they will have an
edge. This is not necessarily proven by
data. A majority of students, who apply
to IITs, are largely ones who take coach-
ing classes inXI andXII,” Peri said.

According to him, 25-35 per cent of
the business of coaching institutes is via
foundation courses forClassesV toX.

Thatcomponentof theirbusinesswill
behit,hesaid.But,ascoachinginstitutes
alsopointedout,sinceeducationasasub-
ject is part of the concurrent list, states
would need to pass laws in accordance
withthecentralguidelines toenforcethe
diktat inschoolsaffiliatedtostateboards.

Theministry’sguidelines,whichincl-
udeabaronmisleadingpromisesofguar-
anteed marks and ranks, came in the
backdropof a rise in student suicides.

Between 2018 and 2022, 59,153 stu-
dents died by suicide, a 28 per cent incr-
easeinfiveyears. In2022,13,000students
diedbysuicide,accordingtotheNational
CrimeRecordsBureau’s (NCRB)“Accide-

ntalDeaths&Suicides in India” (chart1).
According to a National Sample Sur-

vey Office (NSSO) report, one in every
fourstudentsinIndiatakesprivatecoach-
ing. The highest proportion was in
Tripura, followed byWest Bengal, Bihar
andChandigarh followed (chart2).

Onaverage,eachstudentincurs~2,128
inprivatecoachingforanycourseforone
academicsession.Highersecondarystu-
dents in private-aided institutions incur
~3,532onaverage,while those ingovern-
ment institutionsspend~2,335onprivate
coaching. Currently, 1,258 active firms
provide education/training through off-
line coaching centres in India (chart 3).

1. DEATHSBYSUICIDE
ROSE28%IN4YRS
Studentsuicides inIndia
nMale nFemale

2018 5,369
4,790

2019 5,562
4,772

2020 6,967
5,559

2021 7,396
5,693

2022 6,930
6,113

Source: NCRB

2. TOP STATES WHERE STUDENTS
TAKE PRIVATE COACHING
Studentsper1,000

3. ANNUAL REVENUE OF
TOP COACHING CENTRES (in$mn)

Tripura West Chandigarh Bihar Odisha
Bengal

Source: NSSO

812 784

500 495 479

Competition Team Technology 313.8
Aakash Educational Services 196.6
NIIT 191.8
Narayana Coaching Centers 170.8
upGrad Campus 148.8
Nikon School 117.8
Shalby Academy 103.1
GATE Academy 92.9
FIITJEE 61.8
MT Educare 46.6
Note: Annual revenue is for offline coaching centres,
as of latest available data Source: Tracxn
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NOTICE OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING OF THE COMPANY
Notice is hereby given that the Extra ordinary General Meeting (EGM) of Garment Mantra
Lifestyle Limited (“The company”) will be held on Monday, 12th February, 2024 at 11:00
a.m. at Swaad Mantra Hotels and Restaurants at No.8, College Road, Tirupur - 641602
to transact the business as set out in the notice dated 10th January, 2024 convening the
said EGM.
The said Notice of the EGM along with the proxy form and attendance slip has been sent to
the members whose names appeared in the Register of Members / Register of Beneficial
owners as on close of the business hours 12th January 2024maintained by the Depository
Participants (DPs) /Company/ Registrar and Share Transfer Agent viz. Bigshare Services Pvt
Ltd through permitted mode.
The Notice along with Attendance slip and proxy form are also be available on the website
of the company at www.garmentmantra.com, the website of the Stock exchange i.e. BSE
Limited at www.bseindia.com. The notice will also be available on the website of e-voting
agency i.e. Bigshare Services Pvt Ltd at https://ivote.bigshareonline.com. All the documents
referred in the notice are available at the registered office for inspection during normal
business hours 10.00 am to 4.00 pm on all working days till the date of the said EGM.
Even after registering for e-communication, the Members are entitled to receive such
communication in physical form upon making a request for the same, by post free of cost.
For any communication, the Members may send request to the company's compliance
officer e-mail lD companysecretary@junctionfabrics.in or to Registrar and Transfer Agent.
A member entitled to attend and vote at the EGM is also entitled to appoint a proxy to attend
and vote on a poll instead of himself/herself/itself and the proxy need not be a Member of
the Company.
The Company has appointed Mr. G. Vasudevan (Membership No.6699)/CP No, 6522),
Partner, G.V and Associates, Practicing Company Secretary as the Scrutinizer to scrutinize
the remote e-voting and ballot paper at the EGM in a fair and transparent manner.
In terms of Section 108 of the Act read with Rule 20 of the Companies (Management and
Administration) Rules, 2014 (“the Rules”) and Regulation 44 of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements), 2015, and the Secretarial
Standards on General Meetings (SS-2) issued by the Institute of Company Secretaries of
India, the members are provided with the facility to cast their vote electronically through the
e-voting services provided by Bigshare Services Pvt Ltd on all the resolutions set forth in the
Notice of the EGM, Further it is notified to the members that
1. The remote e-voting period commences on 09th February, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. and ends

on 11th February, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. (IST). The remote e-voting will be disabled by
Bigshare Services Private Limited thereafter and members will not be allowed to vote
electronically beyond said date and time.

2. A person whose name is recorded in the register of members or in the register of
beneficial owners maintained by the depositories as on the cut-off date i.e. Monday,
05th February, 2024, only shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting or
e-voting during the EGM.

3. Any person who acquires shares of the company and becomes member of the
company after dispatch of notice of Extra ordinary General Meeting and holding shares
as of the cut-off date i.e. 05th February, 2024 may obtain the user ID and password by
sending a request at ivote@bigshareonline.com. If the member is already registered
with Bigshare Services Private Limited for remote e-voting then existing user ID and
Password can be used for casting their vote through remote e-voting. The detailed
procedure pertaining the User ID and password is provided in the EGM notice.

4. Members who have already cast their votes by remote e-voting prior to the EGM will
have the right to participate at the EGM but shall not be entitled to cast their votes
again on such resolutions for which member has already cast the vote through remote
e-voting prior to the EGM. Once the members have cast their vote on a resolution, the
member shall not be allowed to change it subsequently.

5. Members who have not yet registered their e-mail addresses are requested to register
the same with their DPs in case the shares are held by them in dematerialized form.

For Garment Mantra Lifestyle Limited
Sd/-

Prem Aggarwal
Place: Tirupur Managing Director
Date : 19.01.2024 DIN No: 02050297
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