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IIFA dedicated to tribal youth...
The CM said that the event would trigger economy, promote
state in destination marketing and bring investments into the
state.   He also presented a collage of Salman's childhood
photos and a Gond painting to Jacqueline.  Dabang Khan
narrated several stories related to his childhood days he spent in
Indore. He said MP was his home as his great grandfathers, six
generations before settled in Indore. However, his father used to
visit and stay in Mumbai for work. 
'My family members used to stay more in Indore. I was
conceived in Mumbai but born in Indore. My father loves Indore
very much and I think that's why he planned a child every one
and half years- so that he could come here and stay for a while,'
said Salman Khan.  He said that whatever he was because of
education he got in MP. He studied in Gwalior Scindia School. 
Ministers take turn to get clicked with Salman
When Salman was sitting with CM ministers exchanged chairs
one by one to get clicked with him. Culture minister Vijaylaxmi
Sadho after being clicked gave chance to tourism minister
Surendra Baghel. Public relations minister PC Sharma was next
and it went on.  

Lady teacher tied-dragged...
The video showed that the teacher fell down on the road when
the attackers tied her hands and legs, and dragged her for
nearly 30 ft while constantly raining blows on her.
The assaulters then locked her inside a housebelonging to a TMC
block level worker. Her sister Soma was also beaten up by the
attackerswhen she tried to rescue her. 
The teacher, who was discharged from a local hospital after
preliminary treatment, lodged a complaint against Sarkarand
four TMC supporters at Gangarampur police station, a police
officer said. "We are probing the incident and also talking
toeyewitnesses," he said. According to locals, the panchayat had
recently taken up a project to build a road that would pass
through the woman's land, but she was not giving her land for
the purpose.  The horrific incident triggered political blame
game.BJP state general secretary Sayantan Basu said, "These
incidents are just a reflection of the goonda raj that has been
going on in the state. The TMC has institutionalized hooliganism
in the state. Just because the person was a lady teacher, such
kind of torture was meted out to her." 

So, it was drama ...
It was Mahatma Gandhi's grandson Tushar Gandhi and the
Congress that were first off the block in criticising Hegde.
"Hegde is correct in saying Bapu's Freedom Fight was a drama. It
was so intense that it opened the eyes of the British to their
immoral colonisation and enslavement of India," Tushar Gandhi
wrote on Twitter.  The Congress hauled the BJP leader over coals
on social media. Party leader Abhishek Singhvi tweeted,
"Awaiting Narendra Modi who invokes Mahatma Gandhi at the
drop of a hat, especially when repackaging his ideas and to gain
international credibility, to comment on Mr Hegde who is a
senior BJP Leader." "Only sons of Nathuram Godse can make such
comments on Mahatma Gandhi," Congress's BK Hariprasad said.
BJP leaders too found it extremely difficult and embarrassed to
defend Hegde on the controversial remarks. Union Minister
Ashwani Choubey said that Hegde should not have made the
comment and added that Gandhi is a well-respected figure in
the nation. The MP from Uttara Kannada, a minister in the
previous government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, was
dropped when the BJP was re-elected to power last year because
he was prone to making outrageous comments that showed the
party in poor light. Though a rabble-rouser, he has been elected
six times as BJP MP from Uttara Kannada – an area that is deeply
divided on communal lines. Before the 2019 election, he raised a
stink by calling Rahul Gandhi a "hybrid-type", saying "his father is a
Muslim, mother a Christian and he himself a Brahmin". He had also
declared that "any hand that touches a Hindu girl should not exist".

Kerala declares...
As a part of the move, an exclusive lab in Alleppey Medical
College has been equipped to test samples of cases of the virus.
Earlier, samples had to be sent to the Indian Institute of Virology
in Pune. Like the earlier cases, the third person to carry the virus
is a medical student who returned from China recently. He was
in the company of three other friends and all of them have been
quarantined. The first case was reported in the central district of
Thrissur and the second in Alapuzha in the south. With this, the
virus has covered almost the entire state. The fight against
Nipah was successful as the virus could be pinned down to one
small area in Perambra in Kozhikode district. But in the case of
nCov, the virus was detected in thickly-populated areas across
the state. 
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10 NATION NIA to quiz ex-J&K MLA for terror links
SRINAGAR: The National Investigation Agency (NIA) will question former JK MLA Sheikh Abdul
Rashid for his links with self-styled Hizbul Mujahideen commander Naveed ‘Babu’, arrested along with
suspended Jammu and Kashmir Police DSP Davinder Singh, officials said here on Monday. Rashid,
popularly known as ‘Rashid Engineer’ and leader of the Awami Ittehad Party (AIP), contested as an
Independent candidate in the 2014 Assembly constituency from Langate in North Kashmir. 
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AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Monday
sought response from the Centre,
states and Union Territories (UTs) on
a plea seeking action on authorities
concerned for failing to put in place
safeguards to prevent fatal accidents
where children had fallen into aban-
doned or open borewells across the
country.

A bench headed by Justice Arun
Mishra and comprising Justice MR
Shah agreed to hear the plea and is-
sued notice on the parties concerned. 

The plea, filed by advocate GS Mani,
also sought direction against erring
government official, for non-compli-
ance of  directions issued by the top
court in 2010. 

Mani said citizens were facing con-
sequences due to failure of  adminis-
tration to close these open borewells.
He cited several deaths, which have
taken place across the country. First
incident was highlighted in 2006
when a child was rescued by the

Army from an open borewell. Mani
has urged the court to bring on
record action taken by government
authorities to prevent children from
falling into open or abandoned
borewell pursuant. 

Mani filed a similar plea in October
last year citing the deplorable inci-
dent of  the death of  a two-year-old
boy, who fell into an open borewell in
Tamil Nadu, which raised the issues
of  negligence by the authorities. The
public suit had sought directions
from the apex court to order the au-
thorities concerned to take proper

measures to avoid such a situation in
future. Two-year-old Sujith Wilson
fell into an abandoned borewell at
Nadukattupatti near Manapparai in
Tamil Nadu. His body was later re-
trieved after over 80 hours of  rescue
efforts that proved unsuccessful.

The plea mentioned the incident of
another two-year old boy who died af-
ter being stuck for 110 hours in a
borewell in Punjab’s Sangrur in June. 

Requesting the apex court to issue
direction to authorities concerned to
comply with its order delivered on
August 6, 2010, the petitioner said
that these incidents are on account of
the non-implementation and non-
compliance of  the Supreme Court’s
order.

Noting that there has been no com-
pliance with the court’s order, the pe-
titioner said: “A judicial verdict must
be implemented or complied with by
the concerned authorities in full let-
ter and spirit. A mere implementa-
tion or compliance only on paper di-
rection will not give full effect of  im-
plementation of  court verdict.”

SC notice to states on plea for
saving kids from open borewells

4 arrested in
Kashmir for
terror links

AGENCIES
SRINAGAR

J&K Police have arrested
four people linked to pro-
scribed terror outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammed at Awantipo-
ra in south Kashmir. They
have been identified as
Mohd Amin, Mohd Rafiq
and Fayaz Lone, residents
of  Pulwama, and Maqbool
Dar, a resident of  Awan-
tipora. As per police
records they were involved
in assisting JeM terrorists
operating in areas around
Awantipora.

They were providing lo-
gistic support and shelter
to the terrorists, including
JeM commander Qari
Yasir and his other terror
associates who were re-
cently killed in an en-
counter at Awantipora.
“Cases under relevant sec-
tions of  law are registered
at respective police sta-
tions and further investi-
gation in the matter is in
progress,” a police state-
ment said.

AGENCIES
New Delhi

BSP supremo Mayawati
on Monday said the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA) and the
National Register of
Citizens (NRC) had made
life more difficult for
Muslims, as she appealed
to the voters of  Delhi not
to get lured by the “entic-
ing manifestos” of  the
Congress, BJP and AAP. 

Addressing a rally here,
Mayawati said if  her
party won the upcoming
Delhi Assembly polls, it
would bring development
on the lines of  the BSP-
ruled Uttar Pradesh, driv-
en by the principle of
“sarvajan hitaye, sarvajan
sukhaye”. 

After the CAA and NRC
issues, “lives of  Muslims
have become more diffi-
cult”, she said. “Also,
beware of  all the tricks of
the trade that rival parties
will use to lure you to vote

for them,” the former
Uttar Pradesh chief  min-
ister said. Addressing a
packed Talkatora stadi-
um, she said “not much
development and uplifting
of  lives” had happened for
Dalits, tribals, people
belonging to other back-
ward classes, Muslims
and other minorities in
Delhi. 

“Due to casteism and the
attitude to look down
upon Dalits and others,
the reservation in govern-
ment jobs is being made
practically ineffective. 

CAA, NRC have made life 
difficult for Muslims: Maya

Sonia undergoing
treatment for

stomach infection
NEW DELHI: Congress
president Sonia Gandhi,
who was admitted to the Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital here
on Sunday, is undergoing
treatment for stomach in-
fection, hospital authori-
ties said.

Her son Rahul Gandhi
and daughter Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra were with
her when she was admitted
to the hospital. 

“She was admitted to hos-
pital on Sunday at 7 PM and
has undergone medical
tests. She has been found to
be suffering from stomach
infection and is being treat-
ed for the same,” Dr D S
Rana Chairman (Board of
Management), Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, said in a
medical bulletin on Mon-
day.  Sources said she is
likely to be discharged on
Tuesday. 

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Protest sites in the national
capital are “under watch” to
ensure that polling person-
nel or voters face no obstruc-
tion on the election day, ob-
servers deployed for the Feb-
ruary 8 Delhi polls told the
Election Commission on
Monday. 

At a review meeting on poll
preparedness chaired by
Chief  Election Commission-
er Sunil Arora, the observers
assured the poll panel that
preparations are progress-
ing as per schedule and gain-
ing momentum, an official
statement said. 

They also told the commis-
sion that adequate deploy-
ment of  police force and com-
panies of central armed po-
lice forces is being made and
“protest sites are under
watch to ensure that no ob-
structions for polling person-
nel or voters would hamper

movement on February 8”, it
stated. Shaheen Bagh,
Khureji Khas and Hauz Rani
are some of  the sites in the
city where protestors are op-
posing the amended citizen-
ship law. Besides Delhi chief
secretary and police commis-
sioner, the meeting was at-
tended by top officials from
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana
through video link. Nodal of-
ficers from the Union Home
Ministry and the Railways
were also present.  The com-
mission emphasised on the
need to take strict action
against “intimidators and vi-
olators of  law”. It was of  the
view that preventive meas-
ures be taken promptly to en-
sure smooth movement near
all polling stations and main-
tenance of  peace. It told offi-
cials that due vigilance by ex-
penditure observers needs to
be stepped up and strin-
gent action taken so that
electoral atmosphere is
not vitiated. 

‘Protest sites in Delhi under
watch ahead of election day’

Members of All India Insurance Employees Association stage a demonstration against govt’s decision
to sell the partial stake in LIC through an initial public offer, outside southern regional headquarters of
the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC), in Chennai, on Monday PTI

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Congress hit out at the
government over the CAA,
NPR and NRC on Monday,
alleging that the issues
were not being allowed to
be debated in Parliament
and its efforts in this regard
were being scuttled in an
“undemocratic” manner.   

Senior Congress
spokesperson Anand Shar-
ma also trained his guns on
Uttar Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath for
making statements, which
he alleged were inciting
people to indulge in vio-
lence, and said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi should
apologise for it. 

“Ministers have made

statements which are
provocative, incendiary
and abusive. Yesterday in
Delhi, the chief  minister of
Uttar Pradesh made state-
ments which are unaccept-
able...talking of  shooting
people, about sending peo-
ple to parlok (getting people
killed),” he said and de-
manded an apology from
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and the prime
minister for it. Shar-
ma said never before did
chief  ministers make such
remarks in the history of
the country.  

Leader of  Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha Ghulam
Nabi Azad said almost all
the opposition parties, in-
cluding the DMK, CPI,
CPI(M), NCP, RJD, TMC, SP

and BSP, gave notices under
Rule 267 to adjourn all busi-
ness and discuss the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA), National Population
Register (NPR) and Nation-
al Register of  Citizens
(NRC). 

“For the last two months,
the whole country is on the
road since the citizenship
bill became an act. The NPR
was done earlier, but the
questions were simple. But
in this NPR under this gov-
ernment, other details such
as the date of  birth of  the
father have been asked for,”
he said. 

“The government repre-
sents it as a Hindu-Muslim
issue. All of  us feel that
there is no Hindu-Muslim
issue,” the former Jammu

and Kashmir chief  minis-
ter added. 

The government was do-
ing all this to deliberately
divert the attention from its
failure to deliver on its
promises, he said, adding,
“They keep us giving toys
to keep us busy.” 

“If  there is no discussion
in Parliament over what is
happening in the country
for the last seven weeks,
where would it be held
then?,” Sharma asked.

“We were not allowed to
raise the issues that we
wanted to raise,” he said.
The Congress leader al-
leged that violence was be-
ing orchestrated by the
government, which was
being “both arrogant and
insensitive”. 

Bid to raise CAA, NPR, NRC issues
being scuttled in Parliament: Cong

AGENCIES
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Four-month-old Mo-
hammed Jahaan accompa-
nied his mother almost
everyday to the Shaheen
Bagh demonstration where
he was a favourite with the
protesters who would take
turns to hold him and often
draw the tricolour on his
cheeks.  

But Jahaan will not be
seen at Shaheen Bagh any-
more. He died last week af-
ter acquiring a severe cold
and congestion following
exposure to the winter chill
at the outdoor demonstra-
tion. His mother is, howev-
er, undeterred and deter-
mined to participate in the
protests, saying it is “for
the future of  my children”. 

The infant’s shattered
parents, Mohammed Arif
and Nazia, live in a tiny

shanty put together with
plastic sheets and cloth in
Batla House area and have
two other children — a five-
year-old daughter and a
one-year-old son. 

Hailing from Bareilly in
UP, the couple is barely able
to make ends meet. Arif  is
an embroidery worker and
also drives an e-rickshaw.
His wife helps him in his
embroidery work. 

“I haven’t been able to
earn enough in the last
month despite driving the
battery rickshaw in addi-
tion to my embroidery
work. Now with our baby’s
demise, we have lost every-
thing,” he said, showing a
picture of  little Jahaan
wearing a woolen cap that
read ‘I Love My India’.  

A visibly disturbed Nazia
said Jahaan passed away in
his sleep on night of  Janu-
ary 30 after returning from

the protests.  
“I had returned from Sha-

heen Baag at around 1 AM.
After putting him and other
kids to sleep, even I went to
sleep. In the morning, I sud-
denly found him motion-
less. He was gone in his
sleep,” she said.

The couple took their mo-
tionless baby to the nearby
Alshifa Hospital on the
morning of  January 31
where he was declared dead
on arrival. Nazia,
who had been visiting the
Shaheen Bagh demonstra-
tion everyday with Jahaan
since December 18, says
that he died after catching a
cold that turned lethal.  

She said she didn’t realise
that his congestion was so
severe. However, the doc-
tors in the baby’s death cer-
tificate have not mentioned
any specific reason for the
death.  

Infant dies of cold at Shaheen Bagh,
mother to continue protest

If you have courage, give Bharat
Ratna to Savarkar: Sena MP to govt

NEW DELHI: A Shiv Sena member in Lok Sabha on Monday
dared the ruling BJP to give Bharat Ratna to Hindutva ideologue
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar. Participating in the debate on the Mo-
tion of  Thanks on the President’s address, Sena’s Vinayak Raut
said that “you (BJP) cannot teach Hindutva to us”, when the BJP
members tried to interrupt him. “If  you have courage, give Bharat
Ratna to Savarkar,” he said. The Shiv Sena will oppose the Na-
tional Register of  Citizens, he said, adding at a time when the na-
tion is facing problems like unemployment, inflation and atroci-
ties on women, the government is trying to mislead the country by
raising the issue of  NRC. 

Jamia firing:
Wrestler who

supplied weapon
to juvenile held

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Po-
lice’s Crime Branch has ar-
rested a wrestler for supply-
ing a weapon to the juvenile
who had opened fire on anti-
CAA protesters outside
Jamia Millia Islamia last
week, officials said on Mon-
day.

Ajeet (25) hails from Saha-
jpura village in Uttar
Pradesh’s Aligarh district
and is a wrestler by profes-
sion, they said. 

“We have arrested the ac-
cused from whom the juve-
nile had procured the
weapon. He is a wrestler,”
said Rajesh Deo, Deputy
Commissioner of  Police
(Crime). The accused will
be produced in court on
Tuesday, the officer said,
adding further investiga-
tion is underway. 

On January 30, the juve-
nile had fired at a group of
anti-Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act protesters out-
side the Jamia Millia Is-
lamia injuring a student.




