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External affairs minister
S Jaishankar

During his meeting with
Didi, Jaishankar said India
would always be a reliable secu-
rity partner for the Maldives.

After their talks, Jaishankar
and Didi signed an agreement
to develop, support and main-
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“The agreement was signed
pursuanttotherequest Govern-
ment of Maldives made in April
2013 for support and coopera-
tion of the Government of India
toassistthe Governmentof Mal-
dives for enhancing the capabil-
ity of the defence forces of the
Maldives in exercising jurisdic-
tion and undertaking maritime
surveillance ofits Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone and islands;” the
joint statement said.

Itwill “strengthen Maldivian
Coast Guard capabilityand facil-
itate regional HADR
(Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief) efforts,” Jais-
hankar tweeted.

Didi said: “From time
! immemorial Defence Coopera-

tion has been a key element of
the sisterly relationship that
| exists between India and the
| Maldives.The Coast Guard Hat-
bour & Dockyard at SIFAVARU

Jaishankar also witnessed
the signing of a project execu-
tion contract for the construc-
tion of roads in Addu, the sec-
ond-largest urban area in the
Maldives, in terms of popula-
tion. Thisisthe first of the eight
major infrastructure projects
being implemented jointly by
the Maldives and India to be
awarded.

Jaishankar also called on
Maldivian President Ibrahim
Mohamed Sclihand reaffirmed
India’s fullest commitment asa
comprehensive development
partneroftheisland nationdur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemicand
beyond. Jaishankar on Saturday
handed over 100,000 addi-
tional doses of the Covid-19vac-
cine to the Maldives.

“Guided by mutual respect
and trust, the Maldives-India
partnership has grown even
stronger during the Covid-19
pandemic,” the joint state-
ment said.
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inaugurated
in Bengal

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, February 21

RAILWAY PROJECTS WORTH
¥390crorein poll-bound West
Bengal were inaugurated on
Sundaybyministerof railways,
commerce & industryand con-
sumer Affair, Piyush Goval, by
video conferencing. Important
among these is the 126-route
km newly electrified section
from New Jalpaiguri to New
Coochbehar which is vital for
train movement towards
north-eastern states.

The Haldibari station bor-
dering Bangladesh has been
constructed with new circulat-
ing area, running rooms and
signalling system.

Electronic interlocking at
Haldibari and Jalpaiguri sta-

tionshavealsobeen provided to

nhance safety of train opera-
D/WW( W é?( Ao Lf Q&bﬂs The Gangarampurstation

in south Dinajpur district has
been converted to a crossing
station with a high-level plat-
form and modern electronic
interlocking and Alipurduar
Junction station has been re-
developed with better aesthet-
ics and two lifts for passenger
convenience. The Madarihat
station in northern Bengal has
been provided with a new foot
overbridge for safe passage.

Bengal to cut tax
by Z1 per litre on
goetrol, diesel from

;

“midnight today

THE WEST BENGAL govern-
ment on Sunday announced a
reduction of tax by ¥1 per litre
on petrol and diesel effective
from midnight of February 22.

State finance minister Amit
Mitra said the move will pro-
vide some respite to people
stung by burgeoning prices of
fuel.

“The Centreearned ¥32.90
per litre in taxes from petrol
(on February 20); while the
state gotaround Rs 18.46 only.
In case of diesel, the central
government's earning was Rs
31.80 perlitreasagainstabout
¥12.77 for the state,” Mitra
said. —PTI

. Chandigarh
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