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 Kremlin mocks Britain’s ‘utterly
confused’ PM before Putin talks lifeline from China

DMITRY.

Moscow, February 2

RUSSIA MOCKED BRITISH
Prime Minister Borls Johnson
as ‘utterly confused’ and
ridiculed British politicians for
thelr'stupidity and ignorance’
on Wednesday, hurling more
Scorn at the West after Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin accused
Washington of trying to pro-
voke war.
The comments - caustic
even by Moscow's Increasingly
defiant = demon-

The Kremlin turned its rhetorical fire on Johnson, who

cance}led a phone call with

strated that, publicly at least,
the Kremlin is In no mood to
signal compromise in a stand-
off with Western powers that
accuse Russia of planning to
invade Ukraine.
Moscow,which has massed
more than 100,000 troops
near Ukraine's borders, denies
any plan to invade its neigh-
bourbut says it could take un-
specified military measures if
demands are not met, includ-
Inga promise by Nato neverto
admit Kyiy.

The Kremlin turned its
rhetorical fire on Johnson,
who cancelled a phone call
with Putin on Monday toan-
swer ionsin i

in parli
Street office during the Covi

Johnson visited Kylvon Tues-
day, where he accused Russia
of holding a gun to Ukraine's
head.

"As you know, we have al-
ready announced the phone
call with Prime Minister John-
son more than once, and are
not going to itany

Putin on Monday to answer

about boozy events in his Downing

id-19 lockdown ReuTERS

Secretary Liz Truss for saying
Britain was sending supplies to
its "Baltic allies across the
Black Sea” - two bodies of wa-
terthatare on opposite sides of
Europe.

“Mrs Truss, your knowledge
of historyis nothing compared

further,” Kremlin spokesper-
son Dmitry Peskov sald.

It makes sense to speak to
anybody. Russiaand President
Putin are open to communi-
cating with everyone. Even to
someone who is utterly con-
ﬁfcd, {m is prepared to pro-

about boozy events in his
Downing Street office during
the Covid-19 lockdown.

Peskovadded.
Russia's foreign ministry

went further, mocking Forelgn

toyour of geogra-
phy,"Russian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson  Maria  Za-
kharova wrote in a blog post.
"If anyone needs saving
from anything, it's the world,
from the stupidity and igno-
rance of British politicians."
Moscow did not reserve its
wit solely for British officials.
Noting that White House
spokesperson Jen Psaki had
compared Moscow's behav-

four to that of a fox shouting
from the top of a chicken coop,
Peskov said: "Actually, it's al-
ways traditional to compare
Russla to a bear. But a bear
can't stand on a chicken coop,
Itis toobigand heavy!"

The swipes came a dayafter
Putin spoke about the Ukraine
crisis publicly for the first time
thisyear,accusing Washington
of trying to lure Moscow into
war by insisting on the possi-
bility that Kyiv could join Nato
one day.

"It's already clear now ...
that fundamental Russian
concerns were ignored,’ Putin
said on Tuesday. He described
a potential future scenario in
which Ukraine was admitted
toNatoand thenattempted to
recapture the Crimea penin-
sula, territory Russla seized in
2014,

"Are we supposed to go to
war with the Nato bloc? Has
anyone given that any
thought? Apparently not," he
said.

Washington and its allies
have said they will not send

rope's main energy supplier
despitebeingunderUSand EU
sanctions since annexing
Crimea from Ukraine in 2014,
has brushed off additional
sanctions as an empty threat.

Peskoy said Washington's
behayiour was unpredictable,
and Moscow was taking steps
to mitigate the effect of sanc-
tions,

Washington and its allies
have rejected Russia's two
main demands - that Ukraine
be barred from ever joining
Nato and that deployments of
troops in eastern European
countries that joined the al-
lianceafter theend of the Cold
War be rolled back.

Spanish newspaper El Pais
released what it said was a
leaked fa U
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In clash with US over
Ukraine, Putin has a

STEVEN LEE MYERS &
EDWARD WONG
Beijing, February 2

AS THE UNITED States moves
to exert maximal pressure on
Russla over fears of a Ukraine
invasion, the Russian leader,
VladimirV Putin, has found re-
lief from his most powerful
partner on the global stage,
China.

China has expressed sup-
port for Putin’s grievances
against the United States and
Nato, joined Russla to try to
block action on Ukraine at the
United Nations Security Coun-
cil,and brushed aside Ameri-
can warnings that an invasion
would create ‘global security

S response t
Russian demands, in which
Washington offered talks with
Moscow on an agreement for
both sides to refrain from sta-
tioning offensive missiles or
troops in Ukraine.
Washington could also
provide reassurance that it
had no cruise missiles in

t
a Russian attack, but would
send arms to help Ukrainians
defend themselves and re-
spondwith financial sanctions
against Moscow.

Russia, which is still Eu-

Poland or R ia, and dis-
cuss steps to prevent danger-
ous incidentsatairorsea,said
the document, which ap-
peared to be in line with the
public US position.

— REUTERS

Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra nominated for

j
;'
|
l

OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL-
WINNING javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra was on Wednes-
day nominated for the presti-
gious Laureus 'World Break-
through of the Year' award,
making him the first Indian to
be featured in the short-list for
this category.

He was clubbed alongside
tennis stars Daniil Medvedev
and Emma Raducanu among
others.The 23-year-old Chopra
lastyearbecame only thesecond
Indian to win an individual
Olympic gold medal and first in
track and field in Tokyo with a
throwof 87.58 metresin hissec-
ond attempt. The performance

get fit, to standing on top of an
Olympic podium, it's been quite
an eventful journey so far,"
Chopra said in a statement is-
sued by The Laureus Academy.

P P ta-
tus in India and also brought
him worldwide acclaim.

"it'sa great honour forme
to be recognised in the wider
sporting world for what 1
achieved in Tokyo. From beinga
kid inasmallvillagein rural In-
dia who only took up sport to

"I feel privileged to be able
to represent my country and
win India medals at the global
stage, and now to have this
recognition from Laureus and
be considered alongside such
exceptional athletes is a really
special feeling." He is now only
the third Indian to fetcha Lau-

reus nomination after cricket
legend Sachin Tendulkar and
wrestler Vinesh Phogat.
Phogat was nominated in
the 'Laureus World Sporting
Comeback' category for the
year 2019, while Tendulkar
won the'Laureus best sporting
moment in the last 20 years'in
2020.The moment in consid-
eration was Tendulkar’s team-
mates lifting him on their
shoulders after India won the
2011 ODIWorld Cupat home.

Apanel of more than 1,300
sports journalists and broad-
casters of the world have se-
Jected the nominees in each of
the seven categories for this
year's Laureus World Sports
Awards. The winners will be re
vealed in April, following avote
by the Laureus World Sports
Academy, the world's ultimate
sports jury, made up of 71 of
the greatest sporting legends
of all time. At the 2016 World
Under-20 Championships,
Chopra won the gold medal.
Also nominated with
Chopra for the 8!

Laureus World Breakthrough of the Year award

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
London, February 2

medals. Several top-notch
Olympic performances domi-
nate the Laureus World Sports
woman of the Year category.
Flaine Thompson-Herah
matched fellow Jamaican
sprinter Usain Bolt with gold
medals in the 100, 200 and
4x100 metres relay; Allyson Fe-

that could
consume China, too.

On Friday, Putin will meet
in Beljing with China's leader,
XiJinping, ahead of the open-
ing ceremony of the Winter
Olympics that President Biden
and other leaders have point-
edly vowed to boycott.

Ithough details of any po-

Alexander Gabuev, an expert
on Russia’s relations with
Chinaat the Carnegie Moscow
Centre.“First,a major security
crisis in Europe will suck upa
lot of oxygen that Team Biden
needs to address China. Sec-
ondly, Russla will move even
closer to China — on Beljing’s
terms?

In Washington, adminis-
tration officials said they are
wortled that at the summit
meeting in Beljing, Xi would
offer Putin reassurances of
Chinese support if the United
States imposes heavy eco-
nomic penalties on Russia, as

h i has threat-

China joined Russia in ac-

cusing the United States of fo-
menting public protests that
swept Kazakhstan. Sergei
Naryshkin, the director of Rus-
sia’s forelgn Intelligence ser-
viceanda hawkish compatriot
of Putin’s when both served in
the Soviet KGB, sald last
month that the United States
planned ‘to aggressively and
maliciously interfere’ in the
Olymplcs in Beljing.

Global Times, a nationalis-
tic newspaper of the Commu-
nist Party, seized on the com-
ments to declare that the plot
had been foiled.*Failed attack

tential agreements between
the two countries have not
been disclosed, the meeting it-
self — Xi's first in person with
a world leader in nearly two
years — is expected to be yet
another public display  of

ened todo.

When the United States
imposed similar penalties in
2014 following Russia’s an-
nexation of Crimea, Putin also
turned to China as an alterna-
tive source of investment and

g tween the
two powets.

A Chinese promise of eco-
nomic and political support
for Putin could undermine
Biden's strategy to ostracise
the Russian leader for his mil-
itary buildup on Ukraine’s bor-
ders. 1t could also punctuate a
tectonic shift in the rivalry be-
tween the United States and
China that could reverberate
from Europe to the Pacific.

“If there’s a war over
Ukraine, and the Chinese and
Russians overtly align with
one another, suddenly the
world we's i

the impact,
at least somewhat. That year,
China went ahead and signed
a $400 billion gas deal with
Russia, though Chinese offi-
cials did negotiate favourable
prices for their companies
since Putin wasinabind.

Maria Snegovaya,avisiting
scholarat George Washington
Universitywho co-wroteanAt-
lantic Council paper on Amer-
ican sanctions against Russia,
said the 2014 events pushed
Russia closer to China.

She predicted that China

against Winter
Olympics shows incompe-
tence of US government,” a
headline declared.

Xi has met Putin 37 times
as their countries’ leaders,
more than any other head of
state. In their last meeting,a
virtual summit in December,
Xi called him his ‘old friend,
and the two pledged to build
an international political and
financial system not domi-
nated by the United Statesand
the dollar.

Chinese officials view Rus-
sia’s drive to push back against
Nato as a parallel to their own
efforts to prevent the United
States from building up al-
liances and partnerships in
Asia to counter China.

Antagonism  between
Ukraine and Russia has been

in help blunt theim-
i that

pactof

lix passed Carl
decorated track and field US
P 3

y OreAsald Evans
Medeiros, a professor at
i h

Emma McKeon's four gold and
three bronze tied the record for
the most medals everwon bya
woman in a single Olympic
G i i

Awardare FC Barcelona's foot
ball prodigy Pedr, the 19-year.
old who was voted best young
player at the Ballon d'Or, Yuli
mar Rojas, who broke the 26
year-old triple jump world
Tecord,and swimmer Ariarne
Titmus, who twice beat cham-
pion Katle Ledeckyat 200and
400m in Tokyo.

The battle for the Laureus
World Sportsman of the Year
Award will be one of the most
competitive ever.

The short-list features NFL

Katie Ledecky won two more

goldand twosilver medals.
Italy's men's football team s
among the frontrunners forthe
Laureus World Team of the Year
Awardafter theirvictoryin Euro
2020.There are two other foot-
ball nominees -- the Argentina
men's football team, including
Lionel Messi,whowon the Copa
America; and FC Barcelona
' ide,whowon

who
served on the National Secu-
rity Council during Russia’s
annexation of Crimea from
Ukrainein 2014,

“China will be on the east-
ern front of what looks like a
long-term global competi-

tion,” he added.
China’s leaders have
watched the confrontation be-

tween Russia and the United
States over Ukraine intently,
with reports in Chinese state
media highlighting the divi-
sions among the Nato allies
and criticising the United
States, gleefully at times.

their first Champions League.
They are joined by China's

The leadership has viewed
the showdown as a test of

y is now a big buyer

of Russian weapons, fish and
timber, and in 2020 it was the
largest importer of Russia’s
crude oil and natural

gas.
US sends a high-ranking
security official to help Nato

since 2014, when
the Russian military crossed
into Ukrainian territory, an-

nexing Crimea and whipping
up a rebellion in the east. A
tenuous  cease-fire

has been elusive.

Russia has recently been

itsbor

brace for!
China announced last
month that trade with Russia

had reached nearly $147 bil-
lion, compared to $68 billion
in 2015, the year after it an-
nexed Crimea and supported
eastern
Ukraine. Russia’sambassador
to China, Andrei Denisov, said

separatists  in

the

buildingup

der with Ukraine, and the
Kremlin’s messaging toward
its neighbor has hardened.
Concern grew in late October,
when Ukraine used an armed
drone to attack a howitzer op-
erated by Russian-backed sep-

aratists.

Russia called the strike a

could soon
complete a deal for a second
natural gas pipeline like the
one called Power of Siberia,
which began flowing in

act that violated
the cease-fire agreement,

‘was
reached in 2015, but peace

2

raising fears of a new inter-
vention in Ukraine that could
draw the United States and
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SOMVMANY

Tiles | Bathware

SOMANY CERAMICS LIMITED
(Regd. Office : 2, Red Cross Place, Kolkata, West Bengal - 700001, CIN: L40200WB1968PLC224116)

EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED 31.12.2021

ZAMEEN SE JUDEY

SANITARYWARE

(Rs. in Lakhs)
Nine
Quarter ended Months
Particulars Ended
31.12.2021 31.12.2020 | 31.12.2021
Total Income from Operations 58,698 49,254 147,767
Net Profit for the period (before tax, exc L and/or extraordinary items) 4,423 4,153 9.769
Net Profit for the period before tax (after exceptional and/or extraordinary items) 4,423 4,153 9,769
Net Profit for the period after tax (after | and/or extraordinary items) 3,416 3,088 7,285
Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprehensive profit/(loss) for the period
(after tax) and other comprehensive income (after tax)] 3,418 3,088 7,306
Equity Share Capital 849 849 849
Earning per share
Basic and Diluted (Face Value of Rs. 2/- each) (before/after Extraordinary item) in Rs. 7.57 6.59 16.84
(not annualised)

FAUCETS

Notes:

1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly and Nine months ended Financial Results file with the Stock Exchanges unde
Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligation and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly and Nine
months ended Financial Results are available on Company's website (http://www.somanyceramics.com) and the Stock Exchange
websites of BSE (http://bseindia.com) and NSE (http://nseindia.com).

2. These financial results have been prepared in accordance with the Indian Accounting Standards (Ind AS) prescribed under Section 133
of the Companies Act, 2013 and other recognised accounting practices and policies to the extent applicable.

r

WATER HEATERS

Additional Infor on Standal Fi ial R
Nine

- Quarter ended Months

Particulars Ended
31.12.2021 31.12.2020 | 31.12.2021
Total Income from operations 58,150 48,540 1,646,448
Net Profit before tax 3,953 3,412 9,495
Net Profit after tax 3,075 2,547 7,133

Date : February 2, 2022

Place : Noida Shreekant Somany

DIN 00021423

For Somany Ceramics Limited

Chairman & Managing Director

SLIP SHIELD TILES
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