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Lankan don poisoned to
death by revengeful woman?

COIMBATORE: The question
whether Amani Thanji, who had
been living with the Sri Lankan
don Angoda Lokka, poisoned
him to death to avenge the
killing of  her husband in the
island nation, is doing the
rounds among the police and
public. 

The suspicion arose after a
postmortem report revealed
that the finger and toe nails of
the deceased gangster were
bluish indicating poisoning,
police sources said. Police said
they suspect the don was
killed as media reports in Sri
Lanka indicated that Lokka,
wanted by the Interpol and the
Lankan police for various
crimes, was poisoned to death
in India in early July. 

Andhra Covid care...
"The hospital and the hotel staff  members are safe. Six patients, who had very mild
symptoms, were sent to their homes, while another 15 were admitted to hospital," they
told reporters. Of  the two committees constituted, one would examine whether the hos-
pital management had requisite permission to run the CCC in a hotel and the other
would probe the cause of  the fire and related aspects.

CISF official asked...
She has reached the national capital and she will be there for a few more days and has
official engagements. "I would like to know from when being Indian is equal to know-
ing Hindi," she tweeted with the hashtag "hindiimposition." The Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) sought details from her soon after. "Warm greetings from
@CISFHQrs. We sincerely acknowledge your unpleasant experience. Kindly DM jour-
ney details; name of  airport, location, date, and time of  the incident for appropriate ac-
tion in the matter," the CISF tweeted. Soon, the CISF said it has "ordered an Enquiry
into the matter. It is not the policy of  CISF to insist upon any particular language." The
MP replied saying "Thank you for the immediate response and assurance to take ac-
tion." Kanimozhi is the member of  Parliament from Thoothukkudi in Tamil Nadu.

11 members of...
According Kewal Ram (35), they had dinner between 9 pm and 10 pm on Saturday and
went to sleep. "I went to guard our crop from animals and slept there," he said. In the
morning, when he came back, he found all his family members dead. "I then called my
nephew who rushed to the spot with some other persons and informed police," said Ke-
wal Ram, expressing his ignorance about the incident. Those, who died have been iden-
tified as Budharam (75); his wife Antara Devi; son Ravi (31); daughters Jiya (25) and
Suman (22); grandsons Mukdash (17) and Nain (12); Laxmi (40) and three minor sons of
Kewal Ram.

Posting controversial pic...
The BJP leaders led by city president Gaurav Ranadive, MP Shankar Lalwani, MLAs--
Ramesh Mendola, Akash Vijayvargiya and Malini Gaud had lodged a written com-
plaint against Patwari with DIG Harinarayanchari Mishra to act against him under
the sections of  IT Act and arrest him for hurting the sentiments of  people. “Patwari
had posted a controversial photo of  Modi on his official twitter handle in which the PM
was shown with a bowl in his hand. The picture is tempered and the original picture is
of  the time when the PM was in Ayodhya for Ramjanmbhoomi pujan,” Ranadive said.
He also alleged that Patwari has hurt sentiments of  thousands of  people and also tried
to defame the honorable Prime Minister.  The police registered an FIR against the for-
mer minister under sections 188 and 464 of  IPC.

India bans import...
This is a big step towards self-reliance in defence. It also offers a great opportunity to
the Indian defence industry to rise to the occasion to manufacture the items in the neg-
ative list using their own design and development capabilities or by adopting the tech-
nologies designed and developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) to meet the requirements of  the armed forces in the coming years. "The
list was prepared by MoD after several rounds of  consultations with all stakeholders,
including the Army, Air Force, Navy, DRDO, defence public sector undertakings (DP-
SUs), Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) and private industry to assess current and future
capabilities of  the Indian industry for manufacturing various ammunition /weapons
/platforms /equipment within India," the MoD said in a statement. The list of  101 em-
bargoed items comprises of  not just simple parts but also some high technology
weapon systems like artillery guns, assault rifles, corvettes, sonar systems, transport
aircraft, light combat helicopters (LCHs), radars and many other items to fulfil the
needs of  the defence services. The list also includes wheeled armoured fighting vehi-
cles (AFVs) with indicative import embargo date of  December 2021, of  which the Army
is expected to contract almost 200 at an approximate cost of  over Rs 5,000 crore. Simi-
larly, the Navy is likely to place demands for submarines with indicative import em-
bargo date of  December 2021, of  which it expects to contract about six at an approxi-
mate cost of  almost Rs 42,000 crore. For the Air Force, it was decided to enlist the LCA
MK 1A with an indicative embargo date of  December 2020. Of  these, 123 are anticipat-
ed at an approximate cost of  over Rs 85,000 crore. The embargo on imports is planned
to be progressively implemented between 2020 and 2024.

'Cong seen as...
Asked about growing voices in the Congress that Rahul must come back as party chief
and if  it was the best possible scenerio that he returns, Tharoor said, "Of  course, if
Rahul is ready to resume the leadership, all he has to do is to withdraw his resignation.
He was elected to serve till December 2022 and can just pick up the reins again." "But if
he does not, we have to take action. My own personal view, which as you know I have
been advocating for some time now, is that elections to the CWC and for the post of  pres-
ident would certainly have a number of  beneficial outcomes for the party," Tharoor
said. A participatory democratic process would significantly add to the incoming
leader's credibility and legitimacy which, in turn, would be vital assets as they set
about the significant organisational challenges associated with re-energising the rank
and file of  the party, the MP from Thiruvananthapuram said. Tharoor asserted that his
larger argument was not about any individual but about advocating a process or a sys-
tem through which the Congress can address existing leadership issues and then em-
bark immediately on the process of  revitalising and energising the party nationally.
"Through his activities during this lockdown, whether it has been on the issue of  the
COVID-19 virus or Chinese transgressions, Rahul Gandhi has without a question and
almost single-handedly done a remarkable job in holding the present government ac-
countable for its actions and failures," he said. 

Continued from page 1
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8 NATION Wild elephant found unconscious given treatment
COIMBATORE: A 12-year-old elephant was found lying unconscious in the Boluvampatti
forest range near here on Sunday and medical care was provided by the officials. The forest
guards spotted the cow elephant while they were on rounds and informed the veterinarian
with the forest department, sources said. Dr Prabu went to the spot and found the elephant
suffering from dehydration, the sources said. 
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The Enforcement Direc-
torate has decided to con-
centrate on the weakest
link in the Rhea-Sushant
chain – her brother Showik,
who was known for his easy
ways, penchant for clinging
onto affluent friends and
was more likely to have
benefited from his sister’s
proximity to the deceased
actor.

It is not surprising, there-
fore, that Showik
Chakraborty was grilled
for about 18 hours in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering case that ED sus-
pects is linked to the death
of  actor Sushant Singh Ra-
jput.

Showik left the central in-
vestigative agency’s office
in the Ballard Estate
around 6:30 am after an
overnight questioning ses-
sion that began around

noon on Saturday.
The grilling focussed

mostly on his spending
habits, the mismatch with
his income, personal busi-
ness and investments and
financial transactions with
his sister and Rajput.  He
was grilled by the agency
for a few hours on August 7
as well, the day Rhea was
questioned by the agency
for the first time.

According to officials, he
has reportedly given “eva-

sive or unconvincing
replies” to the ED team and
is likely to be summoned
again.

Rhea and her father In-
drajit have has been sum-
moned to appear before the
agency again on Monday.
Also in the spotlight are
Rhea’s chartered account-
ant Ritesh Shah and busi-
ness manager Shruti Modi,
who also worked for Rajput.

Agency sources have said
they “want more answers”
from Rhea over the alleged
discrepancies between her
income, expenditure and
investments. They said
while Chakraborty had
filed Income Tax returns
declaring an income of
about Rs 14 lakh, the value
of  her investments was re-
portedly higher.

Also under the ED’s scan-
ner is a property located in
the city’s Khar area and an-
other in Navi Mumbai, both
linked to Rhea.

Quizzed overnight for 18 hours on
mismatch in income and spending habits

ED sees Rhea brother as
weakest link in chain

BHUBANESWAR: A fresh low-pressure area has formed over
the Bay of  Bengal on Sunday, which is likely to trigger heavy rain-
fall in most parts of  Odisha in next five days, prompting the state
government to direct all district administrations to remain pre-
pared to deal with possible waterlogging and local flooding.  Un-
der the influence of  Saturdays cyclonic circulation, a low-pres-
sure area has formed on Sunday over northwest and adjoining
west-central Bay of  Bengal off  Odisha- north Andhra Pradesh
coast, the Meteorological Centre here said. The low-pressure area
now lies over north-west Bay of  Bengal off  north Odisha-
Gangetic West Bengal coast, it said.  Many places in the state have
already been battered by heavy downpour in the last few days un-
der the influence of  a low-pressure area over north Bay of  Bengal
and the new one is likely to bring more rainfall of  varying inten-
sity in several areas till August 13, it said. Forecasting strong sur-
face winds with speeds reaching up to 40-50 kmph over westcen-
tral Bay of  Bengal, the MeT Centre here advised the fishermen to
refrain from venturing into deep sea till Tuesday.

Heavy rainfall in most parts of
Odisha in next 5 days: MeT
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Negotiating months of
heavy snowing and the
Covid-19 lockdown, the Kup-
wara district administration
connected three villages lo-
cated along the Line of  Con-
trol in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Keran area to the na-
tional electricity grid, end-
ing a wait since Independ-
ence for power supply.  

The job was not easy, offi-
cials said, recalling the acute
shortage of  manpower for
the work after restrictions
were imposed following the
abrogation of  Article 370 last
year and the imposition of
lockdown due to the Covid-19
pandemic 

It is an arduous five hours
journey to Keran from here
on a fair-weather road that
meanders through apple and
walnut orchards of  the
Kashmir Valley and the
Pherkian Pass at 10,000 feet
in the Shamasbari Ranges. 

Keran remains cut-off  for
nearly six months due to
heavy snow which can reach
heights of  nine to 12 feet.
For three hours of electrici-
ty, the Keran area, with a
population of  14,000 in four
panchayats, was till recently

dependent on three old
diesel generator (DG) sets,
for which fuel was transport-
ed from the district head-
quarters.  

“Installed over a decade
back, the three DG sets were
prone to frequent break-
downs further disrupting
the meagre power supply,
more so in winters when
conducting repairs are next
to impossible,” Deputy Com-
missioner, Kupwara, Anshul
Garg, told PTI. 

In 2012, the area’s residents
were hopeful that a solution
to their power problems was
found. The plan was to ex-
tend power lines to Keran
and establish a grid station
at a cost of  Rs 6.5 crore. 

But hopes started to wither
as no substantial progress
was made on the project for
nearly seven years, apart
from the installation of
some solar lighting systems
that had limited efficiency
even during the summers,
some villagers in Keran
said.

Not being directly connect-
ed to the national power grid
threw Keran into extreme
backwardness with lack of
industries and limited ac-
cess to medical facilities and
television. 

3 villages’ 73 years of
wait for power ends

THE VILLAGES ALONG LOC CONNECTED
TO NATIONAL ELECTRICITY GRID

Six Raj BJP
MLAs leave
for unknown
destination

AHMEDABAD: Six
BJP MLAs from Ra-
jasthan who   had ar-
rived in Gujarat ahead
of  the crucial Assem-
bly session in that state
starting on August 14
left for an undisclosed
location in the early
hours of  Sunday. 

The Congress govern-
ment in Rajasthan un-
der Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot is in
strife after Deputy CM
Sachin Pilot rebelled
and was sacked from
the post. 

The six BJP MLAs
had reached Somnath
from Porbandar on Sat-
urday evening, with
one of  them telling re-
porters that the Con-
gress government in
Rajasthan was “harass-
ing” opposition MLAs,
and that they had come
on a pilgrimage to
Somnath to seek men-
tal peace. 

GUWAHATI/AGARTA-
LA/AIZAWL: As coron-
avirus spreads across the
northeast, nearly 3,800 cen-
tral security force person-
nel have so far infected by
the disease in almost all the
states in the region, offi-
cials said on Sunday. 

According to the health
officials, the eight north-
eastern states have so far
recorded around 75,000
Covid-19 cases, including
57,714 in Assam.

Of  the 3,800 Covid cases
among the central armed
forces personnel, the high-
est number are in Naga-
land, at 1,226, followed by
823 in Manipur, 738 in
Arunachal Pradesh, 360 in
Tripura, 350 in Mizoram
and 300 in Meghalaya.
Many of  their family mem-
bers, including children,
were also infected.

A significant chunk of  the
coronavirus patients
among the central forces
are from the Border Securi-
ty Force (BSF). Two BSF
jawans in Tripura and one
in Meghalaya also suc-
cumbed to the highly infec-
tious virus. 

Many Indian Army, Indi-
an Air Force, and National
Disaster Response Force
personnel have also tested
positive for coronavirus.

Mizoram Chief  Minister
Zoramthanga even made a
plea to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to ensure
suspension of  Central
Paramilitary Forces
(CPMF) movement into the
state till August 31, noting
that around 70 per cent of
Covid-19 positive cases in
the state are from the mili-
tary and paramilitary
forces.

Covid hits 3,800 central
security personnel in NE

FP NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai 

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Zone-11, Mumbai)
Vishal Thakur on Sunday
refuted reports that the
body of  deceased Disha
Salian, former manager of
actor Sushant Singh Ra-
jput, was found naked by
the police team when they
reached the spot.

The DCP’s (Deputy Com-
missioner of  Police) com-
ments came in the wake of
some portals running sto-
ries claiming that Salian’s
post-mortem reports said
that her body was found in
nude condition by the po-
lice team.

Upon reaching the spot, as
per Thakur, the police team
had conducted ‘panchna-
ma’ of  the body in the pres-
ence of  her parents; they
have also recorded state-
ments of  about 25 people
thus far in connection with
her death, including the

last person she had spoken
to before her death.

“This is to clarify that the
reports of  Disha Salian’s
body being found naked is
false. After the incident, the
police immediately reached
the spot and did ‘panchnama’
of the body. Her parents were
at the spot,” Thakur said.

Salian had allegedly
jumped off  the 14th floor of
a building in the Jankalyan
area of  Mumbai’s Malad re-
gion in June. “Disha had
made last call to her friend
Ankita whose statement
has been recorded.’’

A Public Interest Litiga-
tion has also filed in the
Supreme Court for court-
monitored Central Bureau
of  Investigation probe into
the Salian’s death, stating
that her death is inter-
linked with that of  Ra-
jput’s. Salian died on June
8, following which a few
days later on June 14 Rajput
was found dead at his resi-
dence. 

Disha not naked when
body was found: DCP 
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Uttar Pradesh Assembly
Speaker Hriday Narayan
Dikshit on Sunday said a
three-day session of  the state
legislative assembly will be-
gin on August 20 with MLAs
occupying alternate seats
and also using the visitors’
gallery to maintain social
distancing amid the COVID-
19 pandemic.  

As per Article 174 of  the
Constitution, an assembly

must convene a session in
less than six months.  
At an all-party meeting a few
days ago, the Speaker had
sought the support of  all po-
litical parties to ensure com-
pliance of  COVID-19 proto-
col during the upcoming ses-
sion.  

“We have to ensure that
during the session, sched-
uled to be held soon because
of  Constitutional obliga-
tions, COVID-19 protocol was
strictly followed,” he had
said.  

Elaborating about the seat-
ing plan of  the assembly,
Dikshit on Sunday said the
members will be seated leav-
ing a seat between them va-
cant.   Some of  them will be
seated in the lobby and the
visitors’ gallery, he said.
“The MLAs will be thermal-
ly scanned before they enter
the House. I am sure that
members will come here
wearing a mask. If  they do
not come wearing a mask,
we will give them one,” he
said.  

UP assembly to meet from Aug 20,
MLAs to occupy alternate seats

Kerala landslide
death toll touches 43
KOCHI: Even as Kerala grap-
ples with a bout of  heavy rain-
fall, the death toll in the land-
slide that took place in Idukki
district two days ago rose to 43
after rescue officials retrieved
17 more bodies from the debris
on Sunday, according to local
media reports. Efforts are un-
derway to trace the missing
others—estimated to be nearly
20 - amid inclement weather
conditions.

Authorities have decided to
take the help of  sniffer dogs to
trace the persons buried under
the debris, officials told news
agency PTI.  The rain-trig-
gered landslide occurred in
the early hours of  Friday
when a hillock at a tea planta-
tion at Rajamala near Munnar
came down, burying a row of
quarters of  estate workers —
78 people living in 30 rooms.
The workers and their families
were sleeping and most of
them could not escape. 
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