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Selling Your Soul to the Devil.!
There are many who sell their 

soul, their thoughts, their honesty, 
their beliefs in exchange for a favour, 
which reminds me of the legendary 
Dr Faust who in Goethe’s classic, 
sold his soul to the devil:   Faust is 
bored and depressed with his life as 
a scholar. A� er an attempt to take 
his own life, he calls on the Devil 
for further knowledge and magic 
powers with which to indulge all 
the pleasure and knowledge of 
the world. In response, the Devil's 
makes a bargain with Faust: He will 
serve Faust with his magic powers 
for a set number of years, but at 
the end of the term, the Devil will 
claim Faust's soul, and Faust will be 
eternally enslaved.

Sounds terrible isn’t it? But many 
of us do the same: I have seen good 
straightforward, honest men and 
women suddenly supporting a 
dishonest fellow, and find myself 
startled before I � nd that a school 
admission done by the dishonest 
fellow had done the trick. A little 

later a� er redevelopment, he � nds 
that he has been cheated o!  a bigger 
" at, “How did this happen?” I ask.

“He was so enamoured by the 
school admission, that he was 
blinded to everything else that man 
did!” says his distraught wife.

Or it could be the famous casting 
couch, not necessarily a bedroom 
scene but giving in to mild " irting 
and other favours for a promotion.

Beware of those who expect your 
soul for a favour done!

Let there be gratitude but not a 
‘selling of your soul!’

How do you not sell your soul?
By not accepting favours from 

those who expect you to do so, and 
like the devil, there are legions who 
want to buy your soul!

Sometimes you have one devil 
who buys many souls and with that 
controls many irregularities and 
cover ups. I see this o� en in housing 
societies, where one influential 
person, gives jobs to many in his 
complex and � nally gets away with 

a host of illegal allowances!
You have two options, either, not 

accepting a favour or making it clear 
at the beginning that your soul is not 
for sale, that you will be grateful, but 
will not compromise on the right 
and the wrong!

$ at’s a toughie if ever there is 
one, but by doing so you will gain 
the respect ultimately of everyone.

I would say the same of the one 
who does the favour: Have the 
integrity not to expect favours 
in return. Help people without 
grabbing their souls!

This happens not just with 
individuals, but with political 
parties too; communal politics is 
nothing but this, buying your soul 
in the name of religion, and then 
getting away with murder!

Don’t be a Dr Faust, be a person, 
who keeps his soul for himself and 
for your God..!

bobsbanter@gmail.com

Chennai, Feb. 12:
Guru Nanak College 

and MOP Vaishnav 
College won the men’s 
and women’s titles 
respectively in the Pavit 
Singh Nayar Memorial 
T20 All India Cricket 
tournament.
In the prize distribution 

function, L. Balaji, 
former India cricketer 
and Chennai Super 
Kings bowling coach, 
gave away the prizes.

The scores (finals): 
Men: RKM Vivekananda 
114 in 18.3 overs 
(Nidhish Rajagopal 46, 
K. Deeban Lingesh 2/22, 
S. Aravind 2/15, D. 
Vignesh Yadav 2/19) lost 
to Guru Nanak 115/3 in 
17.1 overs (S. Aravind 
37). M.O.M.: D. Vignesh 
Yadav (Guru Nanak 
College)

Women: MOP 
Vaishnav 123/3 in 
20 overs (R. Nithya 
Lakshmi 50, S. Swarna 
35 n.o.) bt WCC 27/8 
in 20 overs (S. Anusha 

3/5). W.O.M: R. Nithya 
Lakshmi (MOP Vaishnav) 
The following special 

awards were presented.
Men: Player-of-the-

tournament: S. Aravind 
(Guru Nanak College).  
He was awarded Hero 
Xtreme 200R Bike; 
Player -of - the- f ina l : 

Vignesh Yadav (GNC);
Best batsman:  Nidhish 

Rajagopal (RKM 
Viveka); 

Best bowler: T.D. 
Lokesh Raj (GNC); 
Best all-rounder: U. 

Mukilesh (RKM Viveka); 
Best fielder: Bharath 

Hariharan (GNC); 
Best wicketkeeper: K. 

Sivakumar (GNC);; 
Best cricketer: K. 

Deeban Lingesh (GNC) 
& M. Silambarasan 
(RKM Viveka).

Women: Player-of-
the-final and player-

of-the-tournament : R. 
Nithya Lakshmi (MOP); 
She was awarded Hero 
Pleasure+ 125 Scooter. 
Best Batswoman: S. 

Swarna (MOP); 
Best bowler: S. 

Samudra (WCC); 
Best all-rounder: S. 

Anusha (MOP); 
Best fielder: M. Agnes 

(WCC); 
Best wicketkeeper: 

Suganthi (WCC).

Mt. Maunaganui, Feb 12:  
In a stunning 

reversal of fortunes, an 
underwhelming India 
suffered their first ODI 
series whitewash in more 
than three decades as 
New Zealand completed 
a 3-0 sweep with a 
five-wicket victory in 
the third match here on 
Tuesday.  

It is the first 
whitewash for India in 
31 years in a series in 
which all matches have 
been played. They were 
beaten 5-0 by the West 
Indies back in 1989 in 
an away assignment.  

This came within days 
of India sweeping a five-
match T20 series.  

“They (New Zealand) 
played with a lot more 
intensity after the T20 
series. They deservedly 
won 3-0,” said India 
captain Virat Kohli after 
the shocking turnaround 
for both the sides.  

Henry Nicholls scored 
80 in 103 balls and 
Martin Guptill made 
66 off 46 as the Black 
Caps scored 300 for five 
in 47.1 overs. Colin de 
Grandhomme smacked 
58 not out off 28 balls at 

the end to help seal the 
win with 17 deliveries to 
spare.  

Earlier, India had 
scored 296 for seven 
after being put into 
bat, thanks to K.L. 
Rahul’s (112) fourth ODI 
hundred.  

Chasing a sub-par 
297, New Zealand got 
off to a flying start as 
Guptill and Nicholls put 
on 50 off just 40 balls. 
Overall, they added 106 
for the first wicket.  

Gupitll smacked six 
fours and four sixes as the 
Indian new ball bowlers 
faced an onslaught. 
Shardul Thakur (1-87) 
and Navdeep Saini (0-
68) struggled to find 

their rhythm and were 
taken for runs, while 
Jasprit Bumrah finished 
the series wicket-less.  

Yuzvendra Chahal 
(3-47) provided the 
breakthrough, bowling 
Guptill in the 17th 
over. At the other end, 
Nicholls scored a half-
century off 72 balls and 
anchored the innings.  

He added 53 runs with 
Kane Williamson (22), 
but Chahal struck twice 
and Ravindra Jadeja 
(1-45) removed the in-
form Ross Taylor (12) 
cheaply. New Zealand 
were reduced to 189 for 
four in the 33rd over at 
that stage.  

Taylor was adjudged 

player of the series for 
amassing 194 runs in 
three innings and being 
dismissed only once.  

De Grandhomme took 
centre stage then and 
smashed a half-century 
off only 21 balls. His 
explosive knock included 
six fours and three 
sixes, as his fifth wicket 
partnership with Jimmy 
Neesham (19) came off 
only 31 balls.  

India’s fielding 
was lax and failed to 
build pressure on the 
Black Caps, an apt 
representation of their 
struggles in this series.  

This was after Rahul’s 
first hundred at number 
five helped anchor 
India’s innings.  

He hit nine fours and 
two sixes, and rescued 
India from a precarious 
62 for three.  

He put on 100 runs 
with Shreyas Iyer (62 
off 63 balls) for the 
fourth wicket, and later 
on another 107 runs with 
Manish Pandey (42 off 
48 balls) for the fifth 
wicket. Hamish Bennett 
finished with 4-64 from 
ten overs.  

Rahul ton in vain as Kiwis 
clean sweep ODIs

Manila, Feb 12:  
Kidambi Srikanth 

spearheaded India’s 4-1 
mauling of Kazakhstan 
in their opening group 
match to brighten their 
chances of reaching 
the quarterfinals of the 
Asia Team Badminton 
Championships here on 
Tuesday.  

Former world 
number one Srikanth, 
the up and coming 
Lakshya Sen and 
Subhankar Dey won 
their respective singles 
matches easily.  

 Srikanth took just 
23 minutes to beat 
Dmitriy Panarin 21-10, 
21-7 while Sen was 
even quicker, notching 
up a 21-13, 21-8 win 
over Artur Niyazov in 
21 minutes. Dey beat 

Khaitmurat Kulmatov 
21-11, 21-5 in 26 
minutes in the third 
singles.  

World Championship 
bronze medallist B Sai 
Praneeth, who was not 
fielded in the singles 
on Tuesday, teamed up 
with Chirag Shetty in 
the doubles, but lost 
to the Kazakh pair of 
Niyazov and Panarin 
21-18, 16-21, 19-21.  

 However, M R 
Arjun and Dhruv 
Kapila beat the 
Kazakh duo of Nikita 
Bragin and Khaitmurat 
Kulmatov 21-14, 21-8 
in the second doubles 
match.  

The Indian men’s 
team, which won a 
bronze in the 2016 
championship, was 

Srikanth leads India’s 4-1 rout of 
Kazakh in Asia Team Badminton

Pavit Singh Nayar Memorial T20 All India Cricket tournament men’s winner Guru Nanak College

Pavit Singh Nayar Memorial T20 All India Cricket tournament women’s winner 
MOP Vaishnav College

Guru Nanak, MOP Vaishnav win titles in
Pavit Singh Nayar Memorial T20 cricket

Government Higher Secondary School, Kathivakkam, Ennore, Thiruvallur District won the 3rd place 
in first Republic Day state level U-14 Ball Badminton tournament held at Hosur, Krishnagiri. The team 
players  Shreevalli, Lakshiyadevi, Narmatha, Kaviyadharshini, Priyanka,  Gayathri, Niranjini, Sameetha 
and Keerthana with Headmistress L. Kamala, Coach Raja and Physical Education Teachers  N. Golden 
Melpha, N. Kandammal, PD P. Santhoshkumar, L. Durairaj

initially clubbed with 
two-time defending 
champions Indonesia 
and hosts Philippines 
in Group A, but with 
China and Hong Kong 
not playing due to a 
travel ban on them by 
the Philippines because 
of the coronavirus 
outbreak, the draw 
was re-worked.  

 The Indian team has 
been placed in Group 
B alongside Malaysia 
and Kazakhstan. The 
top two team in each 
of the four groups 
will make it to the 
quarterfinals. India 

play Malaysia on 
Thursday.  

Unfazed by the 
coronavirus fears, a 
full-strength Indian 
men’s team is 
taking part in the 
championships with an 
eye on medals, which 
will give players 
crucial ranking points 
in the Olympic year.  

 The Indian women’s 
team chose not to travel 
for the competition, 
fearing the spread of 
coronavirus, which has 
claimed over 1000 
lives in China so far.    
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நக$!%ற உ(ளா+-/ 

ேத$த4567ய வா56: சாவ;கைள5 
க<ட>ய ேவ<?ெமன மாவ+ட 
கெல5ட$கைள தBCநா? 
மாDல/ ேத$தE ஆைணயH 
அ>JK/LM(ளN.  

நக$!%ற உ(ளா+-/ ேத$தE 
ெதாடா்பாக 27 மாவ+ட 
கெல5ட$க(, ெச�ைன மாநகரா+- 
ஆைணய$ ஆSேயாTட� தBCநா? 
மாDல/ ேத$தE ஆைணய$ ஆ$.
பழVசாB ஆேலாசைன நட/Lனா$. 
இXத ஆேலாசைனY� ேபாN 
பEேவK Z5Sய [ஷய]க( 
6>/N [வாL5க!ப+?(ளன.
இNெதாட$பாக, தBCநா? மாDல/ 
ேத$தE ஆைணயH ெவ^Y+?(ள 
ெச_L56>!�E ̀ >YT!பதாவN:–  

 தBழக/LE 9 மாவ+ட]க^E 
உ(ளா+- இட]கைள வைரயைற 
ெச_MH பcக( நடXN வTS�றன. 
27 மாவ+ட]க^E ஏeெகனேவ 
ஊரக உ(ளா+-/ ேத$தE 
நட/L Z;5க! ப+?(ளன. 
அ]6(ள நக$!%ற உ(ளா+- 
அைம!%கg56 [ைர[E 
ேத$தE நைடெபற உ(ளன. இXத 
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ம/Lய மVதவள 
ேமHபா+?/Nைற, Mெனhேகா 
அைம!% ஆSயவe>� சா$�E 
‘மலTH நEவாCJ’ எ�ற தைல!�E 
jE தயா75க!ப+?(ளN. 
இXத jkE மாணவ$கg5கான 
உடeகE[ 6>/த தகவEக( 
இடHெபeK(ளன. இN ெதாட$பாக 
ெச�ைன அ<ணா jeறா<? 
jலக அர]SE நைடெபeற 

கT/தர]SE அைம:ச$ ேக.ஏ. 
ெச]ேகா+ைடய� கலXN ெகா<? 
jைல ெவ^Y+டா$.   

DகC:-YE அவ$ ேப-யதாவN:– 
தBழகH ZlவNH உ(ள 
தVயா$ ப(^க^E மாணவ$ 
ேச$5ைக56 [ளHபர பதாைகக( 
ைவ5க5`டாN. ஏ!ரE மாத/N56 
Z�பாக மாணவ$ ேச$5ைகYE 
ஈ?ப?H தVயா$ ப(^க( nN 
க?H நடவ;5ைக எ?5க!ப?H. 
அேதேபா�K ந�ெகாைட 
வok5க!ப+டைத ஆதார/Nட� 
ெத7[/தாE உடன;யாக 
சHபXத!ப+ட தVயா$ ப(^ nN 
நடவ;5ைக எ?5க!ப?H.ம/Lய 
அரp ெவ^Y+?(ள மாணவ$க( 
இைடDeறE ெதாட$பான %(^ 
[வர/N56H, மாDல அர-� %(^ 
[வர/N56H உ(ள ேவKபா? 

6>/N ப(^5 கE[/ Nைற ஆ_J 
ெச_N வTSறN. ò ó ô õ ö ÷ ø ò ø ó ù

மாணவ$க( இைடDeறE 
எ�பேத தBCநா+;E SைடயாN. 
அைன/N மாவ+ட]க^4H 
உ(ள தVயா$ ;qஷ� ைமய]க( 
அர-� க<காc!%56( ெகா<? 
வர!ப+?(ளன. அைவ Zைறயான 
அrமL ெபeறாE ம+?ேம இய]க 
Z;MH. %Lய பாடL+ட/LE 
தயா75க!ப+?(ள பாட]கைள 
மாணவ$க( எ^ைமயாக! %7XN 
ெகா(gH வைகYE ப(^5 
கE[/Nைற சா$�E பYe- ைகேய? 
தயா756H பcக( s[ரமாக 
நைடெபeK வTSறN.  

இtவாK அைம:ச$ 
ெச]ேகா+ைடய� `>னா$.   

மாவ�ட கெல#ட$க%ட& 
மா'ல ேத$த* க+ஷன$ ஆேலாசைன 

DைலYE, ேத$தE ெதாடா்பாக, 
27 மாவ+ட]கைள: ேச$Xத 
கெல5ட$க(, ெச�ைன மாநகரா+- 
ஆைணய$ ஆSேயாTட� காெணாk 
கா+- uலமாக ேநeK ஆேலாசைன 
நட/த!ப+டN. 

14–XேதL வா5காள$ ப+;யE 
இXத ஆேலாசைனY� ேபாN, 

நக$!%ற உ(ளா+- அைம!%க^E 
ேத$தைல நட/Nவதe6 உ7ய வா56: 
சாவ; ைமய]கைள5 க<ட>ய 
ேவ<?H. ேம4H, வTH 14–XேதL 
ெவ^Yட!படJ(ள ஒT]SைணXத 
வா5காள$ ப+;யைல ெதாட$%ைடய 
நக$!%ற உ(ளா+- அைம!%கg56 
அ^5க ேவ<?H என கெல5ட$க( 
ேக+?5 ெகா(ள!ப+டன$.  

ேம4H உ7ய கால/N56( 

வைரJ வா5காள$ ப+;யைல 
தயா7/N, அவeைற ெவ^Yட 
ேவ<?ெமனJH, ஊரக 
உ(ளா+-/ ேத$தkE ேபா+;Y+ட 
ேவ+பாள$க^� ெசல[ன5 
கண56கைள! ெபeK ச7பா$5க 
ேவ<?H எனJH கெல5ட$க( 
அ>JK/த!ப+டன$.  

ேத$தE ெதாட$பான வழ56கg56 
xLம�ற/LE உ7ய பLEகைள 
தா5கE ெச_வNட�, ேத$தE 
ெதாட$பான %(^ [வர]கைள! 
பLேவeறH ெச_ய ேவ<?ெமனJH 
ேக+?5 ெகா(ள!ப+டன$. 
இXத5 `+ட/LE மாDல/ ேத$தE 
ஆைணய/L� ெசயலாள$ இல. 
p!�ரமcய� உ(^+ட பலTH 
கலXN ெகா<டன$.  
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