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Lanka win thriller against Afghanistan
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SEPTEMBER6

RASHIDKHANburiedhisfacein
hishandsasMujeebUrRahman
holed out to long on where
Sadeera Samarawickrama took
the offering and tumbled on to
thegroundoff thefirstballof the
38th over. In the Afghanistan
dressing room, they looked in-
consolable.Needingthreemore
runsinpursuitof291/8,theyhad
togettherein37.1overstomake
ittotheSuper4’sstageattheex-

pense of Sri Lanka. It looked all
butover.Butonlyitdidn’t.There
was still plenty of life in it. But
onlysomebodyforgot totell the
Afghans. Their head coach
JonathanTrott,whosatforama-
jor part of the last few overs
chewing his nails, should have
done better.With awicket still
in hand, had they got to 295 in
37.4 overs, they could have still
boarded the flight from Lahore
toColombotoplaytheSuper4s.
It was a schoolboy mathe-

matical error: to qualify, they
neededsixrunsoff fourdeliver-

iesandthoughtheyhadonlyone
wicketinhand,withRashidbat-
tingon27of16deliveries, itwas
very much in their limits.
Instead,theireyesandminddid-
n’t lookbeyondthetargetwhich
at that stage was three runs of
onedelivery.Hadtheymanaged
to get two runs off the first ball
of the 38th over, they would
have got threemore balls to get
six runs. Itwas sucha thinmar-
gin which decided Sri Lanka’s
passage to the Super 4 stage,
where they will be joined by
Bangladesh fromGroupB.

The Asia Cup, having seen a
few damp squibs over the past
fewdaysinPallekele,camealive
inLahore.Itwasperhapsthesort
of contest that was needed,
wheretheemotionsoverflowed
inthedressingroomsandinthe
standsof theGaddafi Stadium.
BRIEFSCORES:SriLanka291/8
in50overs(PathumNissanka41,
Dimuth Karunaratne 32, Kusal
Mendis92,CharithAsalanka36;
Gulbadin Naib 4/60) beat
Afghanistan 289 in 37.4 overs
(Hashmatullah Shahidi 59, Md
Nabi65;KasunRajitha4/79).

AMITKAMATH
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER5

SOMEOF India’s top chess stars
allowedthemselvesabriefbreak
from training on Sunday to cel-
ebrate the birthday of Arjun
Erigaisi. It was a small celebra-
tion, thesedays time is at a pre-
mium for India's top chess tal-
ents: R Praggnanandhaa, D
Gukesh, Vidit Gujrathi, Erigaisi
andPentalaHarikrishna.
Butafter thecelebration, the

playerswerebackatwork,cram-
minginsometeamworkbefore
they prepared to face off each
other at the Tata Steel Chess
Indiatournament,whichstarted
for themonTuesday.
“Arjun’s birthdaywas a nice

social event, for which we all
came together. It had to be a bit
short, butwehad tokeep it that
way because of the very hectic
schedulesofplayerswhohavea
lot of tournaments in general,”
says coach of the team Srinath
Narayanan.
Thefranticschedulesofplay-

ers,coupledwithhowlittletime
they spend in India these days,
meant that they could squeeze
in just a short window of five
days to train together inKolkata
for the upcoming Asian Games
in Hangzhou. After the strenu-
ously long FIDEWorld Cup in
Bakuwhich lasted for nearly a
month,manyoftheIndiansflew
toDusseldorf toplay intheFIDE
WorldRapidTeamtournament.
Afterthat,theylandedinKolkata
—most of them at least, with
Pragg being required to travel
evenmore, across the country
for felicitations —where they
held a quick camp before the
start of the country’s biggest
rapidandblitz tournament.
A photograph of a training

session,postedbyViditGujrathi
onsocialmedia,showstheplay-
ers flankedbySrinathandBoris
Gelfand, who has been invited
by theAICF to coach theyoung-
sters just for the camp.What’s
remarkable about the image is
thatthereisjustonelaptopopen,
the one in front of Gelfand. The
Indianyoungsters---eachraised
intheinternetera---hasachess
board to figureout tacticson.
“These days, it’s very easy to

double check everything with
engines.But theseguysarevery
curious to learn by themselves
overtheboard,”GelfandtoldThe
Indian Express. “So we would
have positions that I would
check with engines to see if it
was correct. They would do it
over theboard. And toooften, it
was correct. Maybe these play-
ershavehaddifferentmediums
tolearnaspectsofthegamethan

us,buttheyareasmotivatedand
ambitiousasus.”
TheSoviet-bornIsraelichess

player,whofamouslychallenged
Viswanathan Anand for the
world championship crown in
2012, currently helps the five-
timeworldchampionfromIndia
at theWestbridge Anand Chess
Academy as amentor andwas
invited by the AICF last year for
a camp for the Indian national
team players. They invited him
again thisyear.
“It’s not a permanent thing.

Thefederationinvitedme.If they
invitemeagainformorecamps,
I’ll behappytovisit,”headded.
Thereis auniquedynamicat

play: many of the players are
friends, but are also rivals chas-
ingthesamelimitedspotsatthe
topof thepyramid.
“There was good cama-

raderieespeciallyamongpoten-

tial rivals, said Srinath who
added: “There are aspects of
chess which are common for
everyone. And there’s no inter-
personal rivalry involved. There
are aspects of chess which are
personal, which you want to
keep to yourself. It was quite
easy to interact andcollaborate.
They're quiteenthusiasticabout
playingasa team.”
“Weworkedmainlyonmid-

dle game and endgames rather
thanopenings.Themainsecrets
of chess players are in opening
preparations.Sowedidn’twork
on openings. We looked at
endgamesandmiddlegames,so
all of them can acquire useful
knowledge and no tensionwill
exist,” addedGelfand.
These days, the complexion

of the national team has also
changed, as captured perfectly
by Vidit onMonday during the

drawingof lots for theTataSteel
event. “Iusedtobetheyoungest
player in national camps some
timeback.NowIamthesecond
oldest,”Vidit saidwithasmile.
Srinath says that the enthu-

siasm shown by the Indians at
the short camp left Gelfand im-
pressed,despitehimhavingseen
waveafterwaveofchessplayers
overmanygenerations.
Talking about the influence

of Gelfand, Srinath said: “The
things they are good at ismore
of sporting qualities related to
chess. But the things that Boris
has accumulated through his
years of experience are some
thingsthatcansaveyearsoftheir
time.”
While India is sending a

strongteamtoHangzhou,teams
like Uzbekistan, Vietnam and
Iranwillposeastrongchallenge.
Butthebiggestnamesinthefray
could be in the Chinese team,
whocouldcallonreigningworld
championDingLiren.
Srinath, who is the personal

coach of Arjun, believes that
these youngplayerswill look at
theAsianGamesasjustanother
event."I'mnotentirelysureif the
enormity of the stagewill sink
in,” says Srinath. “But that's a
good thing. It won’t add to the
pressure.”

TheAsianGamesteamposeforan informalphotoduringtheircampinKolkata.
Grandmaster BorisGelfand(not inpic)was invitedbyAIFCtocoachtheteam.

AMITKAMATH
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER5

Viswanathan Anand has no
qualmsinadmittinghemis-cal-
culated. Just three years ago, in
December 2020, when he had
started theWestbridge Anand
Chess Academy (WACA), he re-
membersthinkingthattheplay-
ershehadtakenunderhiswings
— Praggnanandhaa, D Gukesh
and Nihal Sarin —would need
fiveor sixyears toenter theelite
clubof2700-ratedplayers.It’san
elusiveclubinthesport,withcur-
rentmembershipof35people.
Gukesh reached the fabled

markinJulylastyearwithintwo
years of Anand’s prediction.
Pragg followed in July this year.
ArjunErigaisi isalsoapartof the
club, with Nihal just six points
away. “The reason I say this is a
goldengeneration isbecauseall
of these guys are still teenagers
—with the exception of Arjun,
whobecame20twodaysago—
which means, very conserva-
tively, for the next 10 years at
everytoptournamentasIndians
wecanhopeforoneofourplay-
erstobethere.It'sagreattimeto
be an Indian chess fan,” Anand
told journalists on the sidelines
oftheTataSteelChessIndiatour-
nament. OnMonday,Pragghad
toldjournalistsatKolkatathathe
feelshehas thepotential tobea
world champion. It’s ameasure
of howmuch the teenager has
growninconfidence.
“It’s good that he feels this

confident.Butagain,youhaveto

proveit,andveryfewpeopledo.
I don’t say that tomock him or
anything. He will need to be
aware that there are a lot of
tough steps ahead. Even if your
odds are very good, you will
need to pull it off. Because only
onepersonwillgetthroughand
it’s a very high bar,” says India’s
first grandmaster.
Untilthegenerationofprodi-

giesarereadytoclearthat ‘very-
high bar’, there are a fewmore
stepstheyneedtotake,believes
Vishy. “The(nextstep) isakinto
the difference between being a
touristataplaceandlivingthere.
It’s nice to qualify for the first
time. Then you have to be con-
sistent, you have to do it regu-
larly. If you keep on playing the
Candidates, and you’re estab-
lishedthere, that’s thenextstep

(beforemaking it to theWorld
Championship).Maybewith all
of these guys that’s the chal-
lenge, to bring consistency into
it,”hesays.
Healsowarnsthatwhile the

jumpstheseguyshavemadeare
‘spectacular’ now the other top
playerswillbeworkingonfigur-
ing themout. “This is a very tal-
ented group of individuals.
Whether they outperform the
previousgeneration(of Indians),
we’ll see. Once they smell the
world championship, they’ll
want it,” says themanwho has
worn the world champion’s
crownfive times.
Whilealothasbeenspokenof

howthecurrentprodigiesstarted
very young, got good coaching
earlyonandgotalotofearlycom-
petitiveexposurethankstothein-

ternet,Anandpointsoutjusthow
much chess the current lot have
been playing. He says he has
around4000 recordedgames in
thedatabase.Six-sevenyearsago,
he could glance at the database
and could tellwhichplayerwas
youngbasedonhowmanygames
theyhadplayed: thosewhohad
around800games against their
nameswouldinevitablybeyoung.
Todayplayers are adding500 to
600 games a year, thanks to the
gamegoingonline.
With thecurrentgeneration

playing somuch chess, there is
also the fear of themgetting fa-
tigued.
“Fatigue isabigpartof chess

in modern times. The players
willhavetopayalotofattention
to physical fitness. All the top
players in the world follow it,
these guyswill need to do it as
well,”hesays.
“There is such a thing as too

much chess. They will need to
learn to stop once in a while.
Right now they’re hungry for
chess. The schedule they have
coming up is very demanding.
But if theywant it, they should
go for it. It’s also differentwhen
you’re a teenager.When you’re
19,nothingmatters.”
Eventhoughthenextgener-

ationhasmadetheleapandison
itsway to fill hismassive shoes,
Anand is always asked if he still
wants to contend. If the current
generation’s emergence will
push him to play full tilt. He
points out that last year he
played seven classical games.
Thisyearhe’ll playeven fewer.

VishwanathanAnandduringabriefingat theTataSteel
Chess tournament inKolkataonTuesday. ParthaPaul
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Smells like team spirit
AtshortchesscampforAsianGames, lotof tactics, somefun,and lessons fromBorisGelfand

‘Pragg has to be aware that there
are a lot of tough steps ahead’

It’s good that he feels
this confident.But again,
youhave toprove it, and
very fewpeople do. I
don’t say that tomock
himor anything.Hewill
need tobe aware that
there are a lot of tough
steps ahead. Even if your
oddsare very good, you
will need topull it off. .”

VISWANATHANANAND
FORMER5-TIMEWORLDCHAMPION

BRIEFLY

Whereabouts
failure:Hima
suspended
New Delhi: Star India
sprinter Hima Das has
been provisionally sus-
pended by the National
Anti-Doping Agency for
three whereabout fail-
ures in 12 months, ac-
cording to sources. The
23-year-old Assam run-
ner has not been named
in the Hangzhou Asian
Gamesteamduetoanin-
jury she had sustained
earlier this year. Hima
hadwona400mindivid-
ual silver at the 2018
JakartaAsianGames. PTI

ChinaOpen:
Prannoy,Sen
loseinRd1
Changzhou: World
Championship bronze
medallist HS Prannoy
made a shock opening-
roundexitfromtheChina
Open Super 1000 bad-
mintontournamentafter
going down in three
games to Malaysia's Ng
Tze Yong here on
Tuesday.Theworldnum-
bersix Indian toiledhard
for one hour sixminutes
beforelosing12-2121-13
18-21 to theMalaysian,
who is ranked 22nd.
Reigning ommonwealth
Games champion
LakshyaSenalsocrashed
out of the tournament in
thefirstroundafterlosing
to Anders Antonsen of
Denmark in three games
21-23 21-16 9-21 in one
hourand18minutes. PTI

REUTERS
NEWYORK,SEPTEMBER5

AMERICAN SIXTH seed Coco
Gauff bolsteredherhopesof se-
curingamaidenGrandSlamtitle
as she enjoyed a stress-free 6-0
6-2 win over Latvia's Jelena
Ostapenko on Tuesday to reach
theU.S.Opensemi-finals.
Gauff, whose lead-up to the

U.S.Openincludedhardcourtti-
tles in Washington and
Cincinnati, converted six of her
sevenbreakpointsanddropped
serve just once during the 67-
minute match in Arthur Ashe
Stadium.Ostapenkoenteredthe
match full of confidencehaving
upset world number one Iga
Swiatek in the previous round
but against Gauff themisfiring

Latvian20thseedcouldnotfind
herrangeanddeliveredanerror-
filledperformance.
Gauffwasincontrolfromthe

start and showcased excellent
court coveragewhile delivering

asteadystreamofballsdeepinto
the corners en route to captur-
ingthefirstsetin20minutesand
limiting Ostapenko to seven
points.
Former French Open cham-

pion Ostapenko, playing in her
first U.S. Open quarter-final, fi-
nally got on the board with a
break to level the second set at
1-1 but Gauff neverwavered as
shebrokerightbackandcruised
home.
The 19-year-old American

wentupadoublebreakfora5-2
lead before closing out the
matchonher serve inagame in
which shehad to comeback af-
terfallingbehind0-30.Withthe
win,Gauffavengedherroundof
16 loss to the Latvian at this
year's Australian Open that left
theAmerican in tears.

Gauff beats Ostapenko to enter semis

Gauffwon6-0,6-2.USAToday

Thefranticschedulesof
players, coupledwith
howlittle timethey
spendinIndia,meant
that theycouldsqueeze
in justashortwindow
of fivedaystotrain
together inKolkatafor
theupcomingAsiad.

HockeygoalkeepersPR
SreejeshandSavita
PuniaweartheAsian
Gamesceremonial
dress. PTI
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के�ीय भ�ारण �नगम
(भारत सरकार का उपक्रम)

CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION
( A Govt. of India Undertaking )

न0. सीड�ूसी सीओ-ईडी0टीसी/59/2023-�न�वदा क�-सीओ �दनांक : 30.08.2023

�न�वदा आमंत्रण सूचना
के�ीय भंडारण �नगम (सीडब�ूसी) GeM बीड सं�ा GEM/2023/B/3892613 के �ारा “के.भ.�न. के
�लए सेवा आधा�रत COTS ERP समाधान के रूप म� सॉ�वेयर के �डजाइन, �वकास, कायार्�यन और
रखरखाव के �लए �स�म इंटीग्रेटर के चयन” के हतेू �बड़ आमं�त्रत करता ह।ै GeM पर �नधार्�रत प्रारूप म�
ई-�बड़ जमा करने क� अं�तम �त�थ 14.10.2023 को 1500 बजे तक ह।ै अ�धक जानकारी के �लए कृपया,

www.gem.gov.in या www.cewacor.nic.in पर जाएं ।
ट�डर सेल,�नग�मत कायार्लय,

के�ीय भंडारण �नगम, नई �द�ी

E¹fSX RYûÀfÊ ÀIcY»f Àfb¶fiû°fû ´ffIYÊ ´fUfIY (¹fcd³fMX)
¸fZÔ ÀfÔdUQf Af²ffSX ´fSX dUVfZ¿f dVfÃfIY EUÔ E¸f
MXe EÀf IYe ·f°feÊ WXZ°fb ´fiUZVf ÀffÃff°IYfSX

C´fSûö ´fQûÔ IZ d»fE Uf¹fb ÀfZ³ff ÀIc »f, Àfb¶fiû°fû ´ffIÊ ,
´fUfI (¹fc) Uf¹fb ÀfZ³ff ³fBÊ dQ»»fe-110010 kk´fiUZVf
ÀffÃff°I fS" I SUf¹ff þfE¦ffÜ ¹fû¦¹f A·¹f±feÊ dQ³ffÔI
15 dÀf°fÔ¶fS 2023 I û ´fif°f: 10 ¶fþZ ÀfZ 12 ¶fþZ
A´fSfÁ³f °fI ÀffÃff°I fS ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ ÀfI °fZ W `ÔÜ dUÀ°fÈ°f
dUUS¯f IZ d»fE ÀIc »f I e UZ¶fÀffBM
WWW.AFSHQWACUNIT.COM QZJZÔ
A±fUf ÀIc »f WZ»´f»ffB³f ³fÔ¶fS 9013163292 ´fS
ÀfÔ´fI Ê I SZÔÜ
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