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‘Jungleraj'hasreturned 

to Bihar, claims BJP 
NEW DELHI, AUG 12/--/The BJP alleged on Friday that 
sjungle raj” has returned to Bihar with the RJD-JD(U) 
government assuming power in the state as it cited a string 

of murders and other crimes to attack the alliance. BJP 
spokesperson Sambit Patra said ata press conference that 
several people, including journalists. have been killed and 
a temple priest was beheaded since the two parties joined 
hands to form the government after the Janata Dal (United) 
snapped ties with the saffron party. He also cited cases of 
sexual assault and the death of six persons in Chhapra after 
drinking spurious liquor. “Disorder is spreading in the state 
ala fast pace. It will not be an exaggeration to say that 
jungle raj’ returns to Bihar,” hesaid 

The BJP has associated the Rashtriya Janata Dal's rule 
in the state with jungle raj’ Uawlessness). He claimed that 
the BJP’s presence in the state government carlier worked 
as a restraining influence on crime even though the party 
did not have home or excise departments. Patra also 
attacked Bihar Deputy Chief Minister and RJD leader 
Tejashwi Yadav over his reported comments on his party's 
promise of providing 10 lakh jobs. The BJP leader said 
Yadav claimed that he was not the chief minister when 
asked about the promise. He should clarify about it, Patra 
said. The Bihar deputy chief minister has asserted that his 
newly formed government will “deliver” on the promise of 
providing 10 lakh jobs that he had made while 
spearheading the RJD's campaign during the assembly 
elections in 2020. (PTI) 

  

    

      

Nigerian held for duping Odisha man 
of Rs 30 Jakh through honeytrap 

BALASORE, AUG 12/--/The cyber wing of the Balasore 
district police in Odisha has arrested a Nigerian in New 
Delhi for allegedly extorting Rs 30 lakh from aman here 
through a honeytrap, a senior officer said on Friday. 

The accused was residing in Kishangarh area of the 
national capital and involved in duping people through 
fake social media accounts created by him In the name of 
foreign women Balasore Cyber Police Stations Inspector- 
in-charge Mina Bindhani said. A mobile phone, a laptop 
and several SIM cards have been seized from possession of 
the Nigerian, the officer said. Based ona complaint lodged 
hy the man in January this year that he was duped by a 
foreigner through a honcytrap. the cyber police station 
personnel started the investigation. the officer said. The 
man alleged that he came in contact with a woman from the 
UK through social media and then, exchanged messages. 

The lady had sent a huge amount of gifts including gold 
disc jous watch and a cellphone. When the gifts 
reached Delhi airport, a person, who identified himself as 
a customs officer, asked him to give a duty to receive the 
gifts. Accordingly, he paid Rs 30 lakh in installments but did 
not receive the gifts, the police officer said quoting the 
complaint. The investigation revealed that the Nigerian 
duped the man of Rs 30 lakh through the fake social media 
account of a UK woman. the cyber police station ITC said. 

The police seized the bank account in which the moncy 
was deposited by the man, and the accused was brought to 
Balasore on three-day transit remand, the officer said. He 
would be produced before the court of SDJM, Balasore. 
Further investigation is underway, the officer added. (PTI) 

   

  

    

   

  

Ambitions soar in Bihar Cong 

post upheaval; MLA writes to 

Sonia demanding cabinet berth 
PATNA, AUG 12/--/The return of Mahagathbandhan to 
power in Bihar seems to have set personal ambitions soaring 
in the Cangress which had been down in the dumps. 
Chhatrapati Yaday, the MLA from Khagaria Sadar, has shot 
off letter to Congress high command, demanding that he be 
considered, by virtue of his caste. for a berth in the new 
cabinet headed by Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. “I have 
written a letter (o Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. formally 
requesting them to consider me since my induction into the 
cabinet will send a strong message among the OBCs, 
particularly, the Yadavs. [am the only Yadav MLA from the 
party in Bihar," he told reporters. Yadav said he has also cited 
in the letter his pedigree. My late father Rajendra Prasad 
Yadav had served in the cabinet headed by three chief 
ministers. Bindeshwari Dubey. Bhagwat Jha Azad and 
Jagannath Mishra, he said. With the Left parties, which 
together have 16 MLAs, deciding to support the guvernment 
from outside, the 19-strong Congress is expected to get four 
ministerial berths, according to sources in the new ruling 
alliance. Bihar Pradesh Congress Committee president 
Madan Mohan Jha, however, maintained that the number 
and the names are both decided by the high command. We 
are waiting to hear from Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. 
The cabinet, which at present comprises only the chief 
minister and RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav as his deputy, is 
duc for expansion early next week. (PTD 
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Patnaik woos tribals, inaugurates 
projects in Murmu's home district 

BHUBANESWAR/BARIPADA, 
AUG 12/+-/Odisha Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik Friday 
inaugurated Subarnarekha and 

   

  

Deo irrigation projectsduringhis of the soil’, could occupy the 
hour-long visit to Mayurbhanj.the highest post due te the 
home district of President efforts of Prime 
Droupadi Murmu and wooed Minister) Narendra 
tribals. He said several welfare Modi. 
schemes of the BJD government 
have beensuccessful due to proper 
coordination with the tribal 

backed 

  

employment schemes for the 
tribals, Patnaik said at the 

meeting, Tribals constitute 53 per 
cent of Mayurbhanj's population. 
Patnaik’s whistle stop visit to 
Mayurbhanj is considered to be 
BJD's strategy to counter BJP's 

alleged attempt to take advantage 
from Murmu's election to the 
highest constitutional post. The 
saffron parly has been allegedly 
making all aut efforts to take 

where 

  

mileage from the presidential 
election and create an impression 
among the people of the state that 
Murmu, regarded as the ‘daughter 

BJD too had fully 

Mayurbhanj is 
considered # strong 
hold of BJP from 

candidates had won in 
six of 

assembly seats inthe 
district apart fromthe 
Lok Sabha seat. 

political equation changed during 
the rural poll when the people 
voted in favour of BJD and elected 
56 of the district's 59 zilla 

parishad seats. Patnaik in his 
speech said that tribal children 

Murmu. 

the saffron 

the nine 

However. the 

  

  

  

Inorder to celebrate Amrit Mahotsav of Independence, Industria! Training Institute 
Rangpo organized a four kilometre tong walk rally from ITI Mining to Rangpo today 
with Har Ghar Tiranga slogan. The rally started from IT! and passed through Mining 
et Rangpo fatak, Upper Bazar, Checkpost, Mandi Bazar and ended at Rangpo 
fat ——Sanjay Agarwal 
  

Jharkhand forest dept kicks off 
save tree mission by tying Rakhis 
RANCHI, AUG 12 /--/ Jharkhand forest 
department has initialed a unique campaign 
to save trees by tying Rakhis to them in 
around 1,000 forest villages across 24 
districts of the state. a forest official saidon. 
Friday: The idea behind the campaign is to 
connect the villagers with environment 
emotionally and to protect the trees from 
illegal felling in their respective villages. 
the official said. Additional Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forest (APCCF) Sanjiv 

Kumar kicked off the campaign from Arani 
village in Simdega district on Thursday We 
had planned to utilize the occasion of 
Raksha Bandhan. being celebrated on 
Thursday and Friday this year, for this 
campaign. However, duc to incessant rains 
in many parts of the state it could not be 
implemented on large scale. We have 
decided to cover all the identified villages on 
Friday under the campaign and create 
awareness among the villagers that trees are 
keys to their survival and sustainability, he 
told PTI. In Lohardaga district, forest 
officials and villagers led by divisional 
forest officer (DFO) Arvind Kumar 
celebrated the festival of Raksha Bandhan 
by tying Rakhis to trees at Maoist hit Kisku 

  

     

block's Pakhar, Chorgaiand Bagru village on 
Thursday. Today, protecting the trees from 

tree smugglers is a big challenge. We have to 
protect the trees for oxygen, good rainfall 
and healthy environment, the Lohardaga 
DFO said. Sanjiv Kumar was the first to 
launch the drive of tying Rakhis to tree in 
Dhanbad’s Maoist hit Tundi block in 2005 
hen he was posted as divisional forest 

officer (DFO) of Dhanbad. Later. he 
introduced it in around 500 villages under 

various districts including East Singhbhum. 
Saraikela-Kharswan, Hazaribag, Koderma, 
Chatra and Giridih when he was posted in 
those districts. The APCCF said it was 
decided to cover at Jeast 1,000 villages under 
the mission this year across the state. From 

next year. it will he extended to more villages, 
he said. I have experienced that trees get 
protection and green cover increase where 
this campaign was launched. Trees couldbe 
saved by putting additional guards in forests, 
tighteningmonitoring or connecting thetrees 
to people's sentiment or emotion. Ihavescen 
the third option works better: If villagers are 
emotionally attached to trees or 
environment, they will them 
automatically, he said. (PTI) 
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have been successful in ear 
their name due to their talent, 

which hasbeen made passible due 
tothe state government's different 
schemes for education. livelihood 

  

and skill development. He saidthe 
state government ‘ST’ initiative 
hasmade il possible for students in 
Odisha's Mayurbhanj 

avail world class education in their 
village schools. This change has 
comenot just forthestudents alone, 

  

awhole, Patnaik said. 

culture 
tradition 

Pandit 
Murmu. Ti 

  

ict ta, 
enriched the rich cultur: 

  

g but forthe districtand the state as 

Under the state government's 
‘ST’ iniliative, the schools are 
reformed and facility of smart 

class rooms, library, 
laboratory. computer 
education and play 
ground are availed 
even by students in 
remote villages of the 
state. Extolling the art, 

and tribal 

Mayurbhanj district, 
Patnaik said I pay my 
respects to the land of 

Raghunath 

  

tradition has created a special 
identity for Mayurbhanj in the 
country The daughter of the soil, 
Droupadi Murmu has further 

heritage 
of Mayurbhanj. We are all proud 
for her. He alse called upon the 

people to cooperate for the overall 
development of the district. 
Tnaugurating the two irrigation 
projects, he said they will 
immensely benefit the farmers of 
Mayurbhanj and Balasore 
districts. Though Patnaik was 
present at the meeting. his pre 
recorded speech was played 
through video at the meeting 
venue. The two irrigation projects 
can irrigate around 27.000 hectare 
agricultural land in the two 

of districts. The Subarnarekha 
irrigation project. built at an 
expenditure of Rs 685 crore, can 
irrigate 17,121 hectare farm land 
in the twa districts. Around 55,000 
farmers will be benefited by it 
The Deo irrigation project. which 
cost Rs 823 crore. can irrigate 9,900 
hectare agricultural land. Around 
two lakh people of 100 villages in 
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar 
districts will be benefited by it, 
officials said. (PTI) 

rich 

Two Bangladeshis held 
KOLKATA, AUG 12 /--/ Two Bangladeshis 
have been arrested for allegedly using a 
drone to capture photographs of the 
Victoria Memorial Hall here and 
its surrounding arcas without 
any permission from the 
authoritics concerned. police 
said on Friday: 

The two persons, identified 
as residents of Rajshahi in the neighbouring 
country, have been apprehended in the 
Victoria Memorial Hall compound on 
Wednesday after the Central Industrial 
Security Force, which takes care of the 
museum's security, lodged a complaint at 
the Hastings Police Station in this 
connection, he said. An initial investigation 
revealed the two Bangladeshis had no 
permission for flying the drone, an 

  

unmanned aerial vehicle. the officer said. 
The accused were using the drone fitted 
with cameras from the Victoria Memorial's 

north gate. They were taking 
photographs of the memorial and 
its surrounding areas, the police 
officer said. Notably, the Victoria 
Memorial Hall is close to the 
army's Eastern Command 

headquarters at Fort William. The two 
Bangladeshis have been sent to police 
custody till August 23, the officer said. They 
have violated the Aircraft Act. Flying 
drones in and around the Victoria Memorial 
Hail is prohibited as it is ano-drone zune 
and also falls in the defence area. To operate 
any such unmanned aerial vehicle. one 
needs to get special permission. We ate 
talking to them. the officer said. (PTT) 

Nitish defends'Z-plus' security for 

Tejashwi, backs 10-lakhjobs promise 
PATNA, AUG 12/--/Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar on Friday defended 
his new government's 
decision to provide Z-plus’ 
security cover to his deputy 

security 

from the 

bulletproof car, not Z-plus 
either. 

minimum sccurity. [ served 
the public for a long time 

government 
residence at Polo Road. 

RJD leader asserted, has got 
the nod from the chief 
minister, Kumar said, We 

will definitely try to fulfil 
that promise to the best of 
our ability, The JD(U) 
leader was also asked 

With 

    

Tejashwi Yadav, rubbishing 

criticism of the move by the 
BJP. Kumar also said his 
government will try to fulfil 
the promise of 10-lakh jobs 
that Yadav had made ahead 
of the last assembly 
elections. He is the deputy 
CM with obvious security 
needs. Why should he not get 
the cover? They (the BJP) 
speak nonsense, said Kutnar 
when his attention was 

drawn by reporters to 
criticism from leaders of 

the saffron party: Reacting 
to the decision to provide Z- 
plus security cover for 

Yadav senior BJP leader and 
former deputy chief 
minister Sushil Modi had 
tweeted, [was never givena 

    

"Why de they need so much 
security? People are naw 
scared that they have come 

to power," he added. 
The ‘Z-plus’ security 

comprises. pilot. an escort, 
a close protection team, 
house guard, spotters. 
search and frisking staff. 
among others inthe form of 
several __ plain-clothes 
security personnel and 
armed commandos, asentor 

police official said. 
Yadav has also been 

provided with a bulletproof 
car. Asked about the 
electoral promise of 19 lakh 
Jobs that Yadav. then in the 
opposition, had made 
during the 2020 assembly 
polls, and which the young 

   

whether he feared non- 
cooperation from the 

Centre, interms of financial 
assistance, following his exit 
from the NDA. There are 
normswithregard tosharing 
of revenue between the 
Centre and the state. Mthese 
norms are betrayed, those 
doing so will stand exposed 
and suffer consequences. 
said the 71-year-old Kumar, 
who is the longest-serving 
CM of the stale. To a 
pointed query whether the 
cabinet expansion is 
scheduled to take place on 
August 16, Kumar said with 
a mischievous smite what if 

ithappens earlier than that? 
@TD 

TMC leader Pawan K Varma tenders resignation from party 
NEW DELHI, AUG 12/--/Trinamool for your affection and courtesies. I look 
Congress leader Pawan K Varma tendered 
his resignation to party president Mamata 
Banerjee on Friday. His resignation came 
days after Nitish Kumar returned to the 
Mahagathbandhan and formed 2 new 
government in Bihar, snapping the JD(U)'s 
tes with the BJP-led NDA in Bihar. Varma 
tweeted, “Please accept my resignation 
from the @AITCofficial. ] want (o thank you 
for the warm welcome accorded to me, and. 

  

forward to remaining in touch. Wishing you 
all the best, and with warm regards." Varma, 
a former JD(U) MP, had joined Trinamool 
Congress last year, saying it was the need of 
the hour to work for strengthening the 
Opposition. Varma and poll strategist 
Prashant Kishor were expelled from the 
JD(U) in 2020 when they vehemently 
oppased the controversial Citizenship 
Amendment Act. (PTI) 
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