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Pining for peace...
He also revealed that when the situation was being addressed by
the ground commanders, the Chinese side made several attempts to
transgress the LAC in other parts of the Western Sector in mid-May.
Informing Parliament about the current situation, Rajnath Singh
said, "As of now, the Chinese side has mobilised a large number of
troops and armaments along the LAC as well as in the depth areas.
In response to China's actions, our armed forces have also made
appropriate counter deployments in these areas to ensure that
India's security interests are fully protected."

Dawn raid at...
Kuldeep lives with his family at his Barnagar residence, while his
parents live at his
Makdon house. He also owns two flats at Shivansh Paradise. While
one of the flats has been rented out, the other is locked. Police also
said Kuldeep owns two more houses at Makdon. Kuldeep also runs
2 hostels at Shastri Nagar in Ujjain. He also reportedly purchased a
chunk of land in his mother’s name near the railway station and was
planning to build a hotel there. The police further said Kuldeep
purchased some cars in his friend Mukesh Parmar's name. Kuldeep
also owns a 3.5-acre plot in Tarana.
Shrivastava said the accumulated total earnings of Kinshuk are
pegged at Rs 30 lakh in a career spanning over 16 years as a
government employee. However, he owns property to the tune of
over Rs 3 crore situated at Barnagar, Makdon and Shivansh Paradise.
The police registered an FIR under the provisions of the Prevention
of Corruption Act-1988.
KULDEEP'S ASSETS:  During the raid at his residence at Shivansh
Paradise, police recovered Rs 4 lakh in cash, details of 40 bank
accounts, ornaments worth lakhs, three SUVs, 3 other cars, 2 two-
wheelers, two residences in Barnagar and Makdon and 1 more
residence at a commercial complex in Ujjain.
He also possesses a 3-acre farmland. Police also said documents of
some properties were also recovered from the residence of the CMO
which are being scrutinised. BLAST FROM THE PAST:  Kuldeep's
father was a newspaper vendor and brother runs a tiffin centre.
Shrivastava said Kuldeep didn't inherit any property.

All-party meeting
At the meeting, additional chief secretary of health Mohd Suleman
made a presentation on the corona pandemic in the state. Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, leader of opposition Kamal Nath,
home minister Narottam Mishra and former minister PC Sharma and
Vijaylakshmi Sandho took part in the meeting chaired by pro tem
Speaker Rameshwar Sharma.

393 positive, Six...
“We have taken as many as 856 more samples,” acting CMHO Dr
Purnima Gadariya said. As many as 5399 patients are going under
treatment in various hospitals of the city. Total 12068 patients have
been discharged so far.

Bhopal and Indore....
Administrative approval of Rs 170 crore for Jera Medium Irrigation
Project to be built in Jaisinagar block of Sagar district was also
given. It will develop irrigation potential in 5,400 hectare area.
Administrative approval of Rs 314 crore 54 lakh was granted for the
implementation of Atal Ground Water Scheme in the Cabinet
meeting. Under the scheme, the ground-water level in 678 gram
panchayats of 9 development blocks viz. Sagar, Pathariya,
Chhatarpur, Naugaon, Rajnagar, Baldevgarh, Niwari, Palera and
Ajaygarh of 6 districts viz. Sagar, Damoh, Chhatarpur, Tikamgarh,
Panna and Niwari in Bundelkhand region will be improved.
In the meeting, the Cabinet approved the Madhya Pradesh Goods
and Service Tax (Amendment) Bill 2020 and the Resolution of Old
Arrears of Madhya Pradesh Taxation Acts Bill 2020. This will help
resolve old cases of pending taxes, said Mishra.

SC says need...
While the apex court said that some kind of self-regulation in media
was needed, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta argued that "freedom of
journalist is supreme". "It would be disastrous for any democracy to
control press," Mehta told the bench, also comprising Justices Indu
Malhotra and K M Joseph. The bench restrained Sudarshan TV from
telecasting two episodes of 'Bindas Bol' programme, scheduled for
Tuesday and Wednesday, saying it prime facie appears to "vilify" the
Muslim community. During the hearing conducted through video-
conferencing, the apex court said that most of the channels are
running for TRPs. Mehta said sometimes certain channels are being
used for providing the medium to accused to point his or her views.
Mehta also said that it needs to be seen if a potential accused could
be given a platform to air his or her defense. "The problem with
electronic media is all about TRPs, thus leading to more and more
sensationalism. So many things masquerade as a form of right," the
bench observed.
"We are not saying states will impose any such guidelines as it
would be an anathema to Article 19 of freedom of speech and
expression," the bench said. The apex court said the electronic media
has "become more powerful than print media and we have not been
supportive of pre-broadcast ban". "I am not necessarily saying that
electronic media should be regulated by the state but there must be
some kind of self-regulation," Justice Chandrachud said, adding, "We
are talking about the electronic media and not about the social
media at the moment". Mehta said that there should be some kind
of self-regulation but the freedom of journalist has to be
maintained.

Man gets triple...
The third accused is a minor and a case against him is pending in
juvenile court. The judge, while sentencing the convicts, also
instructed Principle secretary (PS) School Education, PS Technical
Education and PS higher education for raising awareness among
students about the new amendments in definition of rape, sexual
abuse, Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
after Nirbhya

LS passes bill...
Replying to the debate on the bill, Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi said that funds are needed to fight the COVID-19
pandemic and "charity should begin from home".
He also said that the economy was affected due to the lockdown,
and in such a situation, the
government has taken
important decisions to deal with
the crisis.
Responding to the demand by
opposition members to restore
MP Local Area Development
Scheme (MPLADS), he said:
"Whatever decision we have
taken on MPLADS is temporary
and only for two years". It was
decided by the government to
suspend the MPLADS funds for
2020-2021 and 2021-2022.
Under the scheme, members of
both Houses can recommend
development programmes
involving spending of Rs 5 crore
every year.
The Congress and other
opposition parties in Lok Sabha
demanded the restoration of
MPLADS funds even as they
supported the government's
decision to cut the salaries of
members of Parliament.
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In a sharp attack on the BJP-
led central government’s
handling of  the pandemic,
Trinamool Congress MP
Derek O’Brien hit out at
Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan for only congratu-
lating Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the lock-
down and ignoring state gov-
ernments and frontline
Covid warriors, many of
whom lost their lives, on
their fight against the coron-
avirus. 
He further accused the cen-
tre of  not preparing for the
lockdown, but making elabo-
rate arrangements for US
President Donald Trump’s
India visit in February - a
month since India reported
its first COVID-19 case.

“You didn’t do any prepa-

ration (for fighting coron-
avirus), you did preparation
when Trump came. What
were you doing? You were
giving Trump laddus, you
were giving him dhokla.
That is the time when you
announced this lockdown,”
said Mr O’Brien - among the
five MPs evicted from the
Parliament on March 18 for
wearing a mask.

Talking to mediapersons
outside the Parliament, the
Rajya Sabha MP asked why

Dr Vardhan didn’t congratu-
late “the doctors, healthcare
workers, nurses, the police,
ward boys, sweepers”.

“So many of  them lost
their lives. He couldn’t be a
little generous and congrat-
ulate them? Or condole
those who have lost their
lives? Tomorrow we will ask
these questions. The prob-
lem is they do not have any
answers,” Mr O’Brien said,
accusing the BJP-led central
government of  “doing dam-
age-control” by not answer-
ing questions on the crisis.

“India’s first case was re-
ported on January 30.
When the lockdown was an-
nounced, we had 600 cases
per day, now we have one
lakh cases per day. What are
you (central government)
asking us to do? To bang
plates...light diyas,” he
said.

You were serving Trump Dhokla,
Derek on lockdown kudos for PM

NEW DELHI: The central
government on Tuesday ex-
tended the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan package insur-
ance scheme for health
workers fighting Covid-19
for another 180 days. It was
announced on March 30 for a
period of  90 days and was ex-
tended further for 90 days.

This Central Sector
Scheme provides an in-
surance cover of  Rs 50
lakh to health care
providers, including com-
munity health workers,
who may have to be in di-
rect contact and care of
Covid-19 patients and
therefore at risk of  being

Insurance scheme for health workers
fighting C-19 extended for 6 months

infected. It also includes ac-
cidental loss of  life on ac-
count of  contracting Covid-
19.

The scheme also covers
private hospital staff, re-
tired, volunteers, local ur-
ban bodies, contract, daily
wage, ad-hoc, outsourced
staff  requisitioned by
states and central hospitals

and autonomous hospitals
of  central, states and UTs,
AIIMS and INIs and hospi-
tals of  central ministries
drafted for Covid-related
responsibilities.

The insurance provided
under this scheme is over
and above any other insur-
ance cover being availed of
by the beneficiary.
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The Covid-19 case tally
crossed the 50-lakh mark on
Tuesday with the govern-
ment saying that the number
of  recoveries in India was
amongst the highest in the
world and the country learnt
from the experience of  na-
tions that suffered high mor-
talities to avoid a “huge
peak” in terms of  deaths.   

The Centre also asserted
that there was absolutely
“no shortage” of  medical

oxygen, vital in the treat-
ment of  coronavirus, at the
national level, while urging
states to ensure a proper in-
ventory management at hos-
pital-level and advance plan-
ning for timely replenish-
ment so that there is no
stockout. 

At a press briefing, Direc-
tor General of  the Indian
Council of  Medical Research
(ICMR), Dr Balram Bharga-
va, also said reinfection was
“very, very rare” with Covid-
19, but it can happen. 

Bhargava, however, said it

was not a matter of serious
concern.  Asserting that In-
dia has one of  the highest
number of  Covid-19 recover-
ies, Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said there
are 14 states and union terri-
tories (UTs) in the country
where the number of  active
cases are less than 5,000. 

He said there are 18 states
and UTs where the total
number of  active cases are
between 5,000 and 50,000,
while there are only four
states with more than 50,000
active cases. 

Covid-19 case tally tops 50 lakh;
recoveries in India highest in world
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India has received
over USD 20 billion
in FDI amid the
coronavirus pan-
demic, foreign sec-
retary Harsh Vard-
han Shringla said on Tuesday,
showcasing the country as
one of  the most attractive des-
tinations for investment glob-
ally.  

In a virtual address at a CII
event in the UK, the foreign
secretary highlighted various
structural reforms undertak-
en by India in even previously
restricted sectors such as
space, defence and atomic en-
ergy for greater private par-
ticipation. 

On ties between India and
the UK, he said a comprehen-

sive roadmap is be-
ing formulated to fur-
ther strengthen the
strategic partnership
between the two
countries in the next
decade. 

“We see the UK as a
key partner in Eu-

rope for a wide range of  sec-
tors including, trade, invest-
ments, defence, science and
technology. Prime Ministers
Narendra Modi and Boris
Johnson are committed to fur-
ther strengthen our strategic
partnership in the next
decade, and a comprehensive
roadmap for this is being for-
mulated,” he said. 

Shringla said both the coun-
tries are in a “unique posi-
tion” to forge a “truly global
partnership” and should not
miss this opportunity. 

India received USD 20 bn in FDI
during C-pandemic: FS Shringla

No politician under
house arrest in J&K:

Govt tells LS
NEW DELHI: Over a year
after the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370 of  the Constitution
related to Jammu and
Kashmir, the Centre on
Tuesday told the Lok Sabha
that “no political leader is
under house arrest in the
Union Territory” and that
the UTs of  J&K and Ladakh
have been fully integrated
into the mainstream.

Besides regular flow of
funds under various cen-
tral schemes of  different
ministries, Minister of
State for Home G Kishan
Reddy said Rs 30,757 crore
has been allocated in the fi-
nancial year 2020-21 to Jam-
mu and Kashmir. 




