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Conman Kiran Patel arrest-
ed in Ahmedabad for
alleged Rs 48 lakh fraud:
Conman Kiran Patel, who
faces half a dozen cheating
cases already, was arrested
on charges of cheating a
businessman in Gujarat's
Morbi of Rs 48 lakh. Pro-
duced in court by the city
police Crime Branch, Patel,
and his wife Malini Patel,
faces allegations of imper-
sonation, breach of trust,
cheating, and criminal con-
spiracy. These recent alle-
gations add to six prior
cases of cheating filed
against Kiran Patel by the
Gujarat Police.

Guj launches 'Sinh Suchna'
app for tracking lions: n a
move to celebrate World
Lion Day, Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel
introduced a mobile appli-
cation named 'Sinh Such-
na'. The official launch
event in Gandhinagar
marked a step towards
modern wildlife conserva-
tion, allowing both the
state's forest department
and the general public to
monitor lion movements
effectively. The event also
witnessed the release of a
'Lion Anthem'. IANS

HC frowns on
fraudulent
registration of
temple land

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
PRAYAGRAJ, 10 AUGUST

Allahabad High Court has
taken serious note of the
manner in which the land
in the name of the Banke
Bihari Temple in Vrindavan
was fraudulently registered
asagraveyard and then as
an old settlement in the rev-
enue records.

The court has sum-
moned the Tehsildar of
Chhata tehsil on 17 August
to furnish an explanation
and asked why the status
of plot 1081 of Shahpur
village was changed from
time to time by the revenue
officer.

The Bench of Justice
Saurabh Srivastava gave
this order on Thursday
while hearing a petition of
the Shri BihariJi Seva Trust,
as per reports.

Advocate Raghavendra
Prasad Mishra, arguing for
the petitioner, said that
since ancient times Gata
number 1081was regis-
tered in the name of Banke
Bihari Maharaj, as per
reports.

He said in 2004, Bhola
Khan Pathan, in connivance
with revenue officials, got
this land registered as a
graveyard.

On getting the infor-
mation, the temple trust
filed an objection.

The matter went up to
the Waqgf Board and a seven-
member team investigat-
ed and found that the plot
was wrongly registered as
a graveyard.

Even after this, the land
was still not registered in
Banke Bihari Maharaj’s
name. This petition has
been filed in this connec-
tion, as per reports.

The court hasissued an
order to the Tehsildar,
Chhata, to appear person-
ally on 17 August.

Apparently, Bharat Mata is an unparliamentary

word in India nowadays

CONGRESS LEADER RAHUL GANDHI
IN'A SHARP JIBE AT BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY-LED CENTRE

Sitharamanhighlights

Modigovt's achievements

The Finance Minister furthersaid that UPAwasted adecade marked by corruptionand cronyism

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 10 AUGUST

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman today
strongly defended the Modi
government's performance
on different fronts, particu-
larly the economy, and hit out
atthe previous UPAregime,
saying it wasted a decade
marked by corruption and
cronyism.

"Progress is achieved
through actions rather than
mere rhetoric and that is
what our government has
done since 2014," she said,
intervening in the debate in
the Lok Sabha on the no-con-
fidence motion moved by
the Opposition.

The Indian economy, she
said, was doing remarkably
well ata time when the whole
world was facing challenges,
includinghigh inflation and
sluggish growth.

Talking about the dire sit-
uation in some developed
countries, Sitharaman said,
"the United Kingdom's strug-

gle, where the Bank of Eng-
land hasraised interest rates
14 consecutive times, and the
European Central Bank's
struggle with high inflation,
having raised interest rates
nine times to a 23-year high".

The minister said that
"despite the global economic
headwinds, India's economy
had achieved commendable
growth".

Citing the turnaround in
India's economic fortunes, she

recounted the country'sjour-
ney from being labelled a
"fragile economy" by Morgan
Stanleyin 2013 to nowreceiv-
ingahigherratingdueto the
government's policies.

Sitharaman said, "In 2013,
Morgan Stanley declared
India as a fragile economy.
The same Morgan Stanley
now gave higher grading to
India".

The term Fragile 5 was
coined by a Morgan Stanley

analystin 2013 and refers to
a set of five emerging coun-
tries, including India, whose
economy was notdoing well.

"Despite the challenges
posed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Indiahas emerged as
the fastest-growing economy,
showcasing a remarkable
7.2% real GDP growth in
2022-23", said the finance
minister.

"So, Indiaisinarare posi-
tion of being optimistic and

Govt: Measures taken todecongest major
airports, including Delhi & Mumbai

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 10 AUGUST

The government has taken a
number of steps to decongest
major airports, including Delhi
and Mumbai, Ministry of Civil
Aviation V. K. Singh said in a
writtenreplyin the Lok Sabha
today.

Additional araffic marshals
havebeen posted at the depar-
ture forecourt to avoid vehic-
ular congestion. Board dis-
playing the least waiting time
alongwith the entry gate num-
berhasbeen putup atvantage
points to guide passengersin
advance.

The minister said board dis-
playscreens have been installed
at entry gates, security naka
to inform passengers on real
time waiting at gates. Waiting
timeis also being put onsocial
media. Real time waiting time
data is a link shared with air-
lines.

Singh said air travellers are
encouraged to use DigiYatra,

aBiometric Enabled Seamless
Travel experience based on
Facial Recognition Technology.
Inflight announcements to
encourage usage of Digi Yatra
platform are being made. He
said dgiyatra has been fully
implemented at T3 and T2.
There are 15 lanes and 10
lanes atentrypointson T3 and
T2 respectively. At Security
Checkpoint, DigiYatrais avail-
ableinall6zonesand all 3 zones
of T3 and T2 respectively.
Additional Entry Gates creat-
ed at T3, additional 15 X-BIS
machines have been added tak-
ing the total number of X-ray
machinesto25inT-3 Domes-
ticand 19 in T-3 Internation-
al, he said. Check-in infra-
structure in T3- 28 counters
added in July 2023. Self-Bag-

RLDMLAs’meetingwith

Yogi givesrise tospeculation
of the party joining NDA

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 10 AUGUST

In what would be a major set-
backfor the Samajwadi Party,
speculation is rife that its
alliance partner, the Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) led by Jayant
Choudhury, could join hand
with the National Democra-
tic Alliance (NDA).

During the crucial Rajya
Sabha voting on the Delhi
services Bill recently, Jayant
Choudhury was absent was
passed and now, eight MLAs
oftheRLD on Thursday morn-
ing met Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath at his residence.
This s the first time that RLD
MILAshave met the CM togeth-
er,which has triggered the spec-
ulation, as per reports.

‘Indiatoeliminate Lymphatic
Filariasisby2027’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 10 AUGUST

“Indiais committed to elim-
inating Lymphatic Filariasis
by 2027, three years ahead
of the global target through
mission mode, multi partner,
multi sector targeted drive,”
Union Minister for Health &
Family Welfare Mansukh
Mandaviya said today.
Inaugurating the second
phase of the Annual Nation-
wide Mass Drug Adminis-
tration (MDA) initiative here,
he stressed that: "through 'Jan
Bhagidari' and ‘Whole of
Government’ and ‘Whole of
Society’ approach, we shall
be able to eliminate this dis-
ease from the country”.
The second phase, com-
mencing on 10 August will
cover 81 districtsin 9 endem-
ic states (Assam, Bihar, Chhat-
tisgarh, Jharkhand, Kar-

nataka, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Telangana and Uttar
Pradesh).

Mandaviya emphasised
that efforts must not be lim-
ited to taking medicines, but
alsoaid in eliminatingspread
of diseases via mosquitos,
without which progress to
achieve the goal will be sig-
nificantlyrestricted. The health
minister also called for enhanc-
ing synergy between state
and central governments for
ensuringa healthier nation for
all.

Enumerating the suc-
cess of Jan Andolan move-
ments in health by citing the
example of Ni-kshay Mitra
among others, he highlight-
ed that “community engage-
ment will contribute signif-
icantly in garnering success
in this mission by the involve-
mentofall stakeholders start-
ingfrom the grassrootlevels.”

However, on the absence
of Mr Choudhury from the
Rajya Sabha, it was reported
thathe waswith his ailing wife.
On the other hand itwas said
thatMr Choudhuryisin touch
with the BJP high command.

Butwhen eight out ofnine
RLD MIAs met the CM, the
speculation gained strength.

TheRLDMI As, ontheirpart,
said that they had metthe CM
on issues such as compensa-
tion for the damage caused by
floodsin thesstate, payment of
arrears of sugarcane price,
increase in the price of sugar-
cane, and free electricity to
farmers, as per reports. Ghu-
lamMohammad, was onlyRLD
MIAtobeabsentfrom themeet-
ing with the chief minister, as
per reports.

UP govt rejects
caste census
demand

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 10 AUGUST

The Uttar Pradesh Assem-
bly witnessed a ruckus after
BJP government refused to
accept the demand of the
Samajwadi Party for a caste
census in the state.

CM Adityanath in a writ-
tenreply said that this issue
belongs to the central gov-
ernment and the state hasno
plans to conduct such a cen-
susinthestate. “The subject
of census is mentioned at
number 69 of the Union List
ofthe Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution of India. Cen-
sus Act 1948 and Census
Rules 1990 have been made
by the Government of India
for census work, under which
census work is done. This is
done by the Government of
India."

gage drop facility opera-
tionalised in July 2023. Based
onwaiting times for July 2023,
itis expected that the waiting
time at security and immi-
gration checkpoints will be
around ten minutes in com-
ing months.

The minister said the IGIA
in Delhi is currently under
Phase 3A of its expansion.
Phase 3Aworks include expan-

sion of the existing terminals
and apron, rehabilitation ofan
old runway and Construction
of 4th Runway (11L-29R) and
itsconnections to parallel taxi-
ways, eastern cross taxiway
(ECT), northern parallel taxi-
way and various other airside,
Landside developments for
circulation and connectivity
improvements and Terminal
3 modification works.

positive about its future
growth," the Finance Minis-
ter said.

Sitharaman's address
emphasised the resilience
and optimism that charac-
terise India's current eco-
nomic trajectory.

She reiterated the gov-
ernment's commitment to
inclusive growth, highlight-
ing initiatives such as "Jan
DhanYojana," "Digital India
Mission," "Ayushman Bharat,"
and "Jan AushadhiKendra,"
all designed to benefit the
common citizens of the nation.
The minister praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership and the govern-
ment's unwavering dedica-
tion to the principles of "Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas, aur Sabka Prayas."

She asserted that India's
recovery from the COVID-19
crisiswas not only a testament
to the effective policies but
also areflection of the nation's
determination to move for-
ward on the path of progress
and resilience.
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Scindiaseeksapology from
Opp for remarksagainst PM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 10 AUGUST

Strongly defending the BJPled
NDA government's perfor-
mance, Civil Aviation Minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia, a for-
mer Congressman, on Thurs-
day, soughtan apology from
the Opposition for their
remarks on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Parlia-
ment.

Mr Scindia, while partic-
ipatingduring the debate on
the no-confidence motion
against the Union government
in the Lok Sabha, said, “It’s
been 20 years that I am part
of this Parliament, butI have
neverwitnessed such ascene
inthe House. Thewords used
by the Opposition for the
PM, they should apologise not
inthe Parliament but, before
the people of India for their
remarks."

"They do not care about
the dignity of the PM or the
President. They only care
about their stature," he said

Mr Scindia said the same
people sitting in Opposition
were tight-lipped on the issues
that happened earlier and
now they are not letting the
Parliament function for the
past 17 days over theirdemand

for a statement from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over
Manipur.

“Today they are talking
aboutmaun vrat, Il wantto ask
them why PM PV Narasimha
Raowassilentwhen there was
violencein Manipurin 1993.
In 2011 too, when there was
a clash in Manipur and the
state faced blockades for
more than 100 days, then
why PM Manmohan Singh
wassilentin the Parliament?
Ifthisisnot the politics of con-
venience, thenwhatisit?" he
said.The PM spoke about
Manipur outside Parliament,
but the Oppositionwanted a
discussion inside the Parlia-
ment.

"The Home Minister has
time and again said we are
ready for discussion, but
they did notlet the Parliament
function for the past17 days.”
the Minister said.

Meanwhile, the Opposition
MPs staged a brief walkout
when the Union Minister
was speaking during the
debate on the no-confidence
motion in the Lok Sabha.

Mr Scindia took a jibe at
the Opposition’swalkout and
said they do not have confi-
dence in their own no-con-
fidence motion.

PM Modi to visit Madhya Pradesh
on Saturday to launch key projects

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 10 AUGUST

Prime Minister NarendraModi
will visit Madhya Pradesh on
Saturday to launch a series of
projects in the state.
Ataround 2:15PM, he will
reach Sagar district, where he
will perform Bhoomi Poojan
atSant Shiromani Gurudev Shri

Ravidas ji Memorial Sthal.
Thereafter, the PM will par-

ticipateinapublic programme

atDhanawhere hewilllay the
foundation stone for Sant Shi-
romani Gurudev Shri Ravi-
das ji Memorial.
Honouring prominent
saints and social reformers
hasbeen aspecial hallmark of
theworkdonebythe PM. Dri-
ven by his vision, Sant Shiro-
mani Gurudev Shri Ravidas ji
Memorial will be constructed
in an area of more than 11.25
acresand atacostofmore than
Rs.100 crores. The magnificent

memorial willhave animpres-
sive art museum and gallery
to showcase the life, philoso-
phyand teachings of Sant Shi-
romani Gurudev Shri Ravi-
dasji. Itwill also havefacilities
fordevotees visiting thememo-
rial like Bhakt Niwas, Bho-
janalay etc.

During the programme,
Modiwill dedicate to the nation
and lay the foundation stone
ofrailand road sector projects
worthmore than Rs4000 crore.
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