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INTERNATIONAL 
Israel split over settler sanctions : Banks 
heed curbs as radical ministers object 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office said there was ‘no need’ for such measures while his ultranationalist coalition allies, 
finance minister Bezalel Smotrich and national security minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, issued stronger condemnations 

JERUSALEM : (AGENCY) 

Israeli banks said on 
Monday they were heeding 
US sanctions against four 
West Bank settlers accused 
of violence against 
Palestinians, despite calls by 
the finance minister and 
another far-Right cabinet 
member not to comply. Ina 
signal of Washington's 
growing displeasure with 
Israeli conduct in the occu- 
pied territory even as the 
allies cooperate in the Gaza 
war, President Joe Biden 
issued an executive order 
on Thursday barring finan- 
cial transactions by the four 
men, 

Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
office said there was “no 
need” for such measures 
while his ultranationalist 
coalition allies, finance min- 
ister Bezalel Smotrich and 
national security minister 
Itamar Ben-Gvir, issued 
stronger condemnations. 
“We are not a banana 
republic of the US in this 
regard and we won't allow 
for the harming of our citi- 
zens,” Smotrich told 
reporters on Sunday, 
describing the allegations 

www.opensearch.co.in 

against the settlers as “utter- 
ly specious”. He added that 
he would use “all available 
tools” to stop Israeli banks 
enforcing the sanctions. 
Both Smotrich and Ben-Gvir 
have significant support 
among Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank, which is among 
territories where 
Palestinians seek to estab- 
lish an independent state. 
However, the Bank of Israel 
said Israeli banks must 
comply with the decision by 
the Biden administration. 

“Evading such sanctions 

‘Tragedy of very great magni- 
tude’: Forest fires kill 112 in 

Chile, hundreds missing 
NEW YORK : (AGENCY) 

Firefighters in central Chile 
on Sunday battled to quell 
fierce forest fires that have 
killed 112 peopk so far and 
razed entire neighbor- 
hoods, while President 
Gabriel Boric warned the | 
country faces a “tragedy | 
of very great magnitude”. | 
Hundreds of peopl are F 
still missing, authorities 
say, stoking fears the 
death toll will keep 
climbing as more bodies 
are found on hillsides and 
houses devastated by the 
wildfires. The fires that 
gathered momentum on 
Friday now menaced the 
outer edges of Vina del Mar 
and Valparaiso, two coastal 
cities popular with tourists. 
The urban sprawl of those 
cities accounts for more 
than a million residents 
west of the capital Santiago. 
Drone footage filmed by 
Reuters in Vina del Mar 
area showed whole neigh- 
bourhoods scorched, with 
residents rummaging 
through husks of burnt-out 
houses where corrugated 
iron roofs have collapsed. 
On the streets, singed cars 
littered the roads. “The 
wind was terribk, the heat 

scorching. There was no 
respite. People dispersed 
everywhere,” said Pedro 
Quezada, a local builder in 
the Valparaiso region, 
standing amid the charred 

debris of his destroyed 
home. Videos shared on 
social media showed hill- 
side fires burning close to 
apartment blocks in the 
Valparaiso area, spewing 
smoke into the air. Thick 
haze blanketed other urban 
zones, hobbling visibility. 
Chilean authorities have 
introduced a 9pm (local 
time) curfew in the hardest 
hit areas and sent in the 
military to help firefighters 
stem the spread of fires, 
while helicopters dumped 
water to try to douse the 
flames from the air. Chile’s 
Legal Medical Service, the 
state coroner, said 112 peo- 
ple have died in the fires. 
The death toll stood at 51 
on Saturday. 

regimes can expose banks 
to significant risks, includ- 
ing compliance risks, 
money laundering and com- 
bating the financing of ter- 
rorism risks, legal risks, and 
reputation risks,’ the central 
bank said in a statement. 
“Ensuring proper conduct 
and orderly activity of banks 
in Israel is essential for 
maintaining the orderly 
activity of the economy.” 
Hapoalim, one of Israel’s 
two largest banks, said it 
respects international sanc- 
tions and will comply with 

any legal order — though it 
declined to discuss any spe- 
cific cases. 

Its main rival, Leumi, 
declined comment. But 
Yinon Levi, one of the set- 
tlers under US sanctions, 
told Israel’s Kan radio that 
Leumi had frozen his pri- 
vate and business accounts, 
and overturned his attempt 
to transfer out money. Levy, 
according to the US state 
department, led a group of 
far-Right settlers that 
assaulted Palestinian civil- 
ians, burned their fields and 
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destroyed property — alle- 
gations he denied. “I am not 
involved in any violent 
actions,” he said, adding that 
he had never been investi- 
gated by Israeli authorities 
nor had any legal interac- 
tion with US authorities. 
David Chai Chasdai, another 
of the settlers under sanc- 
tions, told an Israeli news- 
paper that his account in 
the Postal Bank had been 
frozen. The Postal Bank 
declined to discuss any spe- 
cific case, but said it is 
“obliged to respect and 
comply with international 
legal sanctions and orders 
as required in the interna- 
tional financial system”. 
According to the state 
department, Chasdai led a 
riot in which vehicles and 
buildings were set on fire 
and property damaged in 
the West Bank village of 
Huwara, resulting in the 
death of a Palestinian civil- 
ian. Reuters could not 
immediately reach Chasdai 
or his lawyers for a 
response to the allegation. 

Ina statement aired by 
Israel’s Army Radio, 
Chasdai deplored the sanc- 
tions as “a national disgrace 
of the highest order ... 
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Singapore Police to investigate racial slurs 
and racism among its officers as ‘possible 
misconduct’ after Indian-origin officer's death 
SINGAPORE : (AGENCY) 

The Singapore Police Force 
will investigate racial slurs 
and racism among its offi- 
cers as “possible miscon- 
duct” and “a disciplinary 
breach’ after the death of an 
Indian-origin officer who 
had posted on Facebook 
about being bullied by sen- 
iors in the force, Home 
Affairs Minister K 
Shanmugam said = on 
Tuesday. Shanmugam's 
remarks came whik deliver- 
ing a ministerial statement 
in parliament on the death 
of Sergeant Uvaraja Gopal 
last year. The 35-year-old 
officer died by suicide on 
July 21 after he was found 
lying motionkss at the foot 
of an apartment block. He 
had served with the police 
for more than 10 years.na 
Facebook post that was 
later removed, SGT Uvaraja 
said he had been bullied by 
his superiors and subjected 
to ethnic slurs by his team- 
mates. He also alleged that 
some officers’ misconduct 
was covered up, his per- 
formance appraisals were 
unfair to him and he was 
ostracised at work. 
Shanmugam told the House, 
“Since the incident, the 
police conducted a review 
of their policies, and there 
is a framework of approach 

Indian-origin lawyer is Australia’s new 
Race Discrimination Commissioner 

MELBOURNE : (AGENCY) 

Prominent Indian-origin 
lawyer Giridharan 
Sivaraman has been 
appointed as the new Race 
Discrimination 
Commissioner of the 
Australian Human Rights 
Commission. The Race 
Discrimination 
Commissioner is responsi- 
bke for combatting all forms 
of racial discrimination and 
promoting understanding, 
tolerance and harmony 
across all sectors of 
Australian society. 
Sivaraman is currently the 
Chair of Multicultural 
Australia, and a Principal 
Lawyer at Maurice 
Blackburn where he is head 
of the firm’s Queensland 
Employment Law depart- 
ment. "I congratulate Mr 
Sivaraman on his appoint- 
ment and thank him for tak- 
ing on this important role. 
His comprehensive under- 
standing and demonstrated 
passion in the race discrim- 
ination and human rights 
space will be a great asset 
to the Australian Human 
Rights Commission,” 
Attorney-General Mark 
Dreyfus said in a statement 

on Monday. Taking to X, 
Sivaraman posted: "I'm hon- 
oured to be appointed 
Commonwealth Race 
Discrimination 
Commissioner. And excited, 
and slightly _ terrified!" 
Sivaraman has run numer- 
ous state and national race 
discrimination cases and 
led the pro bono compensa- 
tion scheme for underpaid 
7-Eleven workers, many of 
whom came from migrant 
backgrounds, the Rights 
Commission said in a press 
release on Monday. As a 

Nine members of UN Security Council condemn Myanmar 
Military's indiscriminate airstrikes on civilians 

UN : (AGENCY) 

Nine members of the 
United Nations Security 
Council condemned “indis- 
criminate” airstrikes by 
Myanmar's military against 
civilians before an envoy 
briefed the council Monday 
as part of regional efforts to 
implement a peace plan that 
has so far been largely inef- 
fective. The plan, adopted in 
April 2021 shortly after the 
military seized power in a 
takeover that sparked a civil 
war, calls for the immediate 
cessation of violence in 
Myanmar, a dialogue among 
all concerned parties, medi- 
ation by a special envoy 
from the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, 
provision of humanitarian 
aid through ASEAN chan- 
nels, and a visit to Myanmar 
by the special envoy to 
meet all concerned parties. 
Veteran diplomat Alounkeo 
Kittikhoun — the special 
envoy to Myanmar from 
this year's ASEAN chair, 
Laos, and a former U.N. 
ambassador — addressed a 
closed council meeting on 
behalf of the 10-member 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations. Kittikhoun 
committed to implementing 
ASEAN's “five-point con- 
sensus” for peace in 
Myanmar through contin- 
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ued “quiet diplomacy,” 
according to a council 
diplomat familiar with the 
meeting who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity 
because the meeting was 
private. The military leader- 
ship in Myanmar has so far 
ignored the plan, and vio- 
lence and the humanitarian 
crisis in the country have 
been growing at a rapid 
pace. Before the council 
meeting, nine of the 15 
council members stood 
before reporters to support 
a statement read _ by 
Britain's U.N. Ambassador 
Barbara Woodward, which 
echoed ASEAN's call urging 
Myanmar's armed forces, 
‘in particular, to cease its 
attacks on civilians and 
civilian infrastructure.” The 
military seized power from 
the elected government of 

Aung San Suu Kyi in 
February 2021, and is fac- 
ing an armed pro-democra- 
cy resistance movement 
that is assisted by ethnic 
minority fighting forces. 
The military stepped up 
airstrikes after the three 
ethnic minority armed 
groups launched a major 
offensive in late October, 
seizing towns in the coun- 
try's northeast, along with 
major border crossings for 
trade with China. The nine 
council members — 
Ecuador, France, Japan, 
Malta, South Korea, 
Slovenia, Switzerland, 
United Kingdom and United 
States — said that, three 
years after the military 
takeover, more than 18 mil- 
lion people need humanitar- 
ian aid and 2.6 million 
remain displaced At an 

ASEAN ministerial meeting 
on Jan. 29, Lao Foreign 
Minister Saleumxay 
Kommasith told reporters 
that Thailand was moving 
ahead with plans to provide 
more humanitarian assis- 
tance to Myanmar. The nine 
nations reiterated the coun- 
cil's appeal for improved 
humanitarian access. They 
expressed increasing con- 
cern at the situation in 
Rakhine state bordering 
Bangladesh, where more 
than 1 million Rohingya 
Muslims fled starting in 
August 2017, when the mil- 
itary in Buddhist-dominated 
Myanmar launched a brutal 
“clearance operation” 
against them following 
attacks by the insurgent 
Arakan Army. The Arakan 
Army is part of the alliance 
of ethnic minority fighters. 
A Bangladesh official said 
Monday that more than 100 
members of Myanmar's 
Border Guard Police fled 
fighting with the Arakan 
Army in Rakhine over the 
past two days and entered 
Bangladesh, the first time 
Myanmar forces have been 
known to flee the country 
since the ethnic minority 
armies’ offensive began. 
The nine council nations 
expressed increasing con- 
cern that the Rohingya still 
in Myanmar. 
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member of the Queensland 
Multicultural Advisory 
Council, Sivaraman 
appeared at a state parlia- 
mentary inquiry to demand 
legal reform to better pro- 
tect the rights of victims of 
racial vilification. 
Welcoming Sivaraman, 
Commission President, 
Emeritus Professor 
Rosalind Croucher said, 
“There has been a marked 
increase in reports of 
racism and hate speech in 
recent months, and it is 
therefore vital that we 

Sivaraman is currently 
the Chair of 
Multicultural Australia, 
and a Principal Lawyer 
at Maurice Blackburn 
where he is head of the 
firm’s Queensland 
Employment Law 
department 

amplify efforts to empower 
communities to address 
racism at its root causes 
and continue. 
our public campaign to take 
action to combat racism.” 
“For decades, the fight for 
systemic equality and 
speaking truth to power 
have been at the heart of Mr 
Sivaraman’s work. His dis- 
tinguished legal career has 
seen him lead significant 
cases in workplce and dis- 
crimination law, which, cou- 
pled with his public advoca- 
cy for the rights of racially 
marginalised communities, 
has led to tangible results 
that have improved and 
empowered people’s lives,” 
she said. 

Sivaraman’s five-year 
term will commence on 
March 4, filling the vacancy 
resulting from the conclu- 
sion of Chin Tan’s appoint- 
ment. 

Boeing finds more problems with 
737 Max, risking delivery delays 

WASHINGTON : (AGENCY) 

Boeing said that a new 
problem with the fuselages 
of some unfinished 737 jets 
would force the company to 
rework about 50 planes, 
potentially delaying their 
delivery and raising further 
concerns about quality at 
the manufacturer and its 

sure from _ regulators, 
investors and its airline cus- 
tomers since Jan. 5, whena 
panel on a 737 Max 9 jet 
operated by Alaska Airlines 
blew out mid-flight, forcing 
an emergency landing and 
the grounding of some Max 
9s. in the US. Quality con- 
cerns at Boeing and its sup- 
pliers have taken on new 

suppliers. Stan Deal, the 
chief executive of 
Boeing’s commercial 
plane unit, said in a 
memo to employees on 
Sunday that a supplier 
last week had identified 
that “two hoks may not 
have been drilled exact- 
ly to our requirements”. 
Joe Buccino, a 
spokesman for Spirit 
AeroSystems, Boeing’s fuse- 
lage supplier, said on 
Monday that a member of 
its team had identified an 
issue that did not conform 
to engineering standards. 
“Once notified we began 
immediate actions to identi- 
fy and implement appropri- 
ate repair solutions,” he 
said. “We are in close com- 
munication with Boeing on 
this matter.” Deal of Boeing 
said in his memo that it was 
“not an immediate flight 
safety issue”. He added that 
the 737s currently in use 
could continue flying. The 
new probkms were anoth- 
er setback for Boeing, 
which has been uncer pres- 

urgency after 
accounts, including a 

week, Boeing’ declined to 
provide a full-year financial 
forecast as scheduled, an 
indication that it was trying 
to assure customers that 
quality control would take 
precedence over financial 
performance. Deal said that 
Boeing would 
al “factory days 
at the company’s 
outside Seattle to a 
the mis-drilled holes 
finish other work on t 
undelivered 737s. 
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“Cases for these cases. 
involving racial slurs or 
casual racism will be inves- 
tigated as possible miscon- 
duct, as a_ disciplinary 
breach. This is to ensure 
that there is a record of 
such an incident and that 
disciplinary action would be 
taken and the officer’s sub- 
sequent behaviour will be 
closely monitored” The 
police will “also continue to 
engage officers, shape cul- 
ture, and engage in frank 
discussion” on such issues 
around racial slurs or casu- 
al racism through platforms 
like the annual ethics semi- 
nar, said Shanmugam. The 
SPF said SGT Uvaraja had 
mace allegations against his 
superiors and teammates in 
2015, adding that these 
were looked into and found 
to be unsubstantiated But 
following SGT Uvaraja’s 

death, Shanmugam asked 
SPF to conduct another 
investigation and for the 
Attorney-General’s 
Chambers (AGC) to review 
the findings. On Tuesday, 
Shanmugam told the House 
that AGC has reviewed the 
findings of SPF’s latest 
investigation and deter- 
mined that “no further 
actions were needed”. The 
investigations found some 
of SGT Uvaraja’s allegations 
to be true. Some officers 
involved were disciplined 
or punished at the time, 
according to the Channel 
report. But other allega- 
tions were false, the minis- 
ter added. Shanmugam said 
that he “would have pre- 
ferred not to go into the 
details” of the investigation 
findings out of respect for 
Uvaraja’s memory and in 
consideration. 
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during that procedure. 

At least 10 cops killed, six others 

injured as terrorists ambush police 
station in northwest Pakistan 
PESHAWAR (AGENCY) : At least 10 policemen were 
killed and six others injured as heavily armed terrorists 
attacked a police station in northwest Pakistan on 
Monday, ahead of the February 8 general elections in 
the country. The incident took place at Chodwan police 
station in Daraban tehsil in Dera Ismail Khan district of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, a senior police official 
in Dera Ismail Khan division said. 
No outfit has yet claimed responsibility for the attack. 
“We lost 10 of our jawans, while six others were injured 
inthe ambush carried out by heavily armed terrorists,” 
district police officer Nasir Mehmood said. The terror- 
ists attacked the police station from all sides with 
grenades and heavy gunfire. The police also retaliated, 
but the terrorists managed to escape, police said The 
forces have cordoned off the area and launched a 
search operation, while the quick response force has 
reached with additional force, they said 

King Charles III diagnosed with 
cancer, will suspend his public 
duties: Buckingham Palace 
LONDON (AGENCY) : King Charks III has been diag- 
nosed with a form of cancer and will suspend his public 
duties to undergo treatment. The announcement, made 
by Buckingham Palace on Monday evening, came a 
week after the 75-year-old sovereign was discharged 
from a London hospital, after a procedure to treat an 
enlarged prostate. The palace did not disclose what 
form of cancer he has but said the cancer was detected 

“During The King’s recent hospital procedure for 
benign prostate enlargement, a separate issue of con- 
cern was noted,” the palace said in a statement. 
“Subsequent diagnostic tests have identified a form of 
cancer. His Majesty has today commenced a schedule of 
regular treatments, during which time he has been 
advised by doctors to postpone public-facing duties.” 

US continues to monitor 
Pakistan’s electoral process 
quite closely: Official 
WASHINGTON (AGENCY) : The United States is closely 
monitoring Pakistan’s ekctoral process, an official of 
the US State Department has said, observing that it has 
concerns over the infringement with respect for free- 
dom of expression, assembly, and associations. 
Speaking at his regular press briefing, US State 
Department Deputy Spokesperson Vedant Patel said 
that it wants the broad participation of the peopk of 
Pakistan in the country's election. "We're continuing to 
monitor Pakistan’s electoral process quite closely, and 
as we have said, we want to see that process take place 
fia way thgt facilitates broad participation yw 

of expression, assembly, and associat 
Pakistan will hold its general esa 

ce and restrictions on media freedom. 
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MULTIPURPOSE TRADING AND AGENCIES LIMITED 
(CIN NUMBER- L70101DL2002PLC115544) 
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Phone / Fax: 011-26316162, 011-26919899 
Website: www.multipurposetrading.in 
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Notice of Board Meeting 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to provision of the Regulation 29, 47 & others if 
any, of SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015 that the meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Multipurpose Trading and Agencies Limited will be held on 
Tuesday, the 13th Day of February, 2024 at 11:30 a.m. at the Corporate office 
of the Company D-2, Kalindi Colony, New Delhi-110065 Inter-alia to consider 
and approve the Un-Audited Financial Results of the Company for the Quarter 
ended December 31, 2023 and other matter with the consent of the Board, if 

any. Information in this regards is being also made available on the website of 
the Company at www.multipurposetrading.in and stock exchange 

For Multipurpose Trading and Agencies Limited 
Sdi- 

Ashish Singh 
irector 

DIN: 00066423 
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