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AGENCIES / London

One of outgoing British
Prime Minister Boris John-
son’s loyalists and supporter
of  Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss as his successor, who
has been very vocal in attacks
against Rishi Sunak, was on
Sunday facing criticism for
retweeting a “dangerous and
distasteful” image of  the for-
mer Chancellor. Culture Sec-

retary Nadine Dorries re-
posted a tweet on her social
media account showing an im-
age of  Johnson dressed as Ro-
man leader Julius Caesar and
Sunak stabbing him in the
back, a reference to his killer
Brutus.
Business Minister Greg
Hands, who is backing the
British Indian ex-minister in
the race, told ‘Sky News’ the
post was “appalling”.

9WORLDDAKAR: Voting was underway Sunday for Senegal's legislative
election, a vital test for opposition parties who are trying to minimise
the ruling party's influence before the 2024 presidential election amid

worries that President Macky Sall may seek a third term. About 7
million voters are eligible to elect 165 deputies in the National
Assembly amid politically tense atmosphere in the country. –Agencies

Senegal's legislative election tests ruling party influence    
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AGENCIES / New York

Officials in New York City
have declared a public
health emergency due to the
spread of  the monkeypox
virus, calling the city "the
epicentre" of  the outbreak. 

The announcement by
Mayor Eric Adams and
health Commissioner Ash-
win Vasan said as many as
1,50,000 city residents could
be at risk of  infection. The
declaration will allow offi-
cials to issue emergency or-
ders under the city health
code and amend code provi-
sions to implement meas-
ures to help slow the spread. 

In the last two days, New
York Governor Kathy
Hochul declared a state dis-
aster emergency declaration
and the state health depart-
ment called monkeypox an
“imminent threat to public
health.” 

New York had recorded
1,345 cases as of  Friday, ac-
cording to data compiled by
the Centres for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention. Califor-
nia had the second-most,
with 799.

“We will continue to work
with our federal partners to
secure more doses as soon as
they become available,”
Adams and Vasan said in the
statement. “This outbreak
must be met with urgency,
action, and resources, both
nationally and globally, and
this declaration of  a public
health emergency reflects
the seriousness of  the mo-
ment.” 

The World Health Organi-
sation declared monkeypox
a global health emergency
on July 23 and San Francis-
co's mayor on Thursday an-
nounced a state of  emer-
gency over the growing
number of  cases.

The once-rare disease has
been established in parts of
central and west Africa for
decades but was not known
to spark large outbreaks be-
yond the continent or to
spread widely among people
until May, when authorities

detected dozens of  epi-
demics in Europe, North
America and elsewhere.

To date, there have been
more than 22,000 monkeypox
cases reported in nearly 80
countries since May, with
about 75 suspected deaths in
Africa, mostly in Nigeria
and Congo. On Friday, Brazil
and Spain reported deaths
linked to monkeypox, the
first reported outside Africa.

Spain reported a second
monkeypox death Saturday.

The virus spreads through
prolonged and close skin-to-
skin contact as well as shar-
ing bedding, towels and
clothing. In Europe and
North America, it has
spread primarily among
men who have sex with men,
though health officials em-
phasise that the virus can in-
fect anyone.

NY City declares monkeypox
a public health emergency    

Woman seriously injured after falling
into steaming sinkhole in New Zealand 
AUCKLAND: An Australian woman recently fell into a
geothermal sinkhole that opened up beneath her in a popular
tourist village in New Zealand. According to the Guardian, the
woman was rushed to a nearby hospital after suffering severe
injuries. She was swallowed by a two-metre-wide hole when it
opened suddenly on a footpath near the entrance of
Whakarewarewa thermal village on Rotorua, in central North
Island. The village’s general manager, Mike Gibbons, told the
outlet that the woman's husband was also injured while trying
to help her out of the hole. 

Rain death toll in Pakistan reaches 320,
PM visits worst-hit Balochistan    
KARACHI: Pakistan Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif has visited
flood-ravaged Balochistan province and assured the affected
people of all possible help in their rescue and rehabilitation as
the death toll from the monsoon rains and flash flooding across
the country on Sunday reached 320. Balochistan province is the
worst affected due to the heavy rains and flash floods and has
recorded 127 deaths so far. 

Portugal faces worst drought on record  
LISBON: Portugal is experiencing the worst drought as 67.9 per
cent of its territory was in severe drought, 28.4 per cent in
extreme drought and the remaining 3.7 per cent in moderate
drought in June, said the Portuguese Institute for Sea and
Atmosphere (IPMA). This is the driest year since the beginning of
droughts registration in the country, which started in 1931, the
institute added on Saturday. The drought in Portugal began to
intensify approximately a year ago, and even in winter, the entire
continental territory of the country was in severe drought,
according to the IPMA. 

3 hurt in football match blast in Pakistan 
ISLAMABAD: At least three persons were injured in a blast in
Turbat city of Pakistan's southwest Balochistan province, local
media reported. According to the police, the incident took place
when an improvised explosive device (IED) exploded during a
football match at a football stadium near Airport Chowk area of
Turbat, which is in the Kech district of the province. Following
the blast, a panic occurred among the people at the site, local
media said on Saturday evening, adding that the security forces
had cordoned off the area, Xinhua news agency reported. 

6.0 magnitude quake jolts Nepal 
KATHMANDU: Pakistan's An earthquake of magnitude 6.0 shook
Nepal on Sunday morning. The quake took place 147 km ESE of
Kathmandu, Nepal at 8.13 a.m IST around Martim Birta of
Khotang district, according to the National Earthquake
Monitoring and Research Centre (NEMRC). The depth of the
epicentre was monitored at 10 Km in eastern Nepal, determined
to be at 27.14 degrees North latitude and 86.67 degrees east
longitude. No damages or casualties have been reported so far. 

Part of Beirut port collapses    
BEIRUT: Part of Beirut's massive port grain silos, shredded in the
2020 explosion, collapsed on Sunday after a weekslong fire. The
northern block of the silos collapsed in a huge cloud of dust after
what sounded like an explosion.  It was not immediately clear if
anyone was injured. The 50 year-old, 48-metre tall giant silos
withstood the force of the explosion, effectively shielding the
western part of Beirut from the explosion that killed over 200
people, wounded more than 6,000 and badly damaged entire
neighbourhoods. 

Ex-Philippine leader Ramos dies 
MANILA: Former Philippine President Fidel Valdez Ramos, a US-trained
ex-general who saw action in the Korean and Vietnam wars and played
a key role in a 1986 pro-democracy uprising that ousted a dictator, has
died. He was 94. Ramos's family announced his death with profound
sadness but did not provide other details in a brief statement that
asked for privacy.  One of his longtime aides, Norman Legaspi, told The
Associated Press that Ramos had been in and out of the hospital in
recent years due to a heart condition and had suffered from dementia. 

FAST NEWS

AGENCIES / Kyiv 

A drone-borne explosive de-
vice detonated on Sunday at
the headquarters of  Russia's
Black Sea Fleet, injuring six
people, officials said.

The explosion at the head-
quarters in the city of  Sev-
astopol on the Crimean penin-
sula that Russia annexed from
Ukraine in 2014 caused can-
cellation of  observances of
Russia's Navy Day holiday.

The Black Sea Fleet's press
service said the drone ap-
peared to be homemade. It de-
scribed the explosive device
as “low-power” but Sevastopol
mayor Mikhail Razvozhaev

said six people were injured in
the blast

Meanwhile, Russia has can-
celled Navy Day celebrations
in occupied Crimea.

The reason given by Sev-
astopol Governor Mikhail
Razvozhayev was an alleged
Ukrainian drone strike on the
Black Sea Fleet headquarters.
The fleet has long been based
in Sevastopol.

A senator in Russian-occu-
pied Crimea later said a drone
had been launched from Sev-
astopol, and the perpetrators
would be found by the
evening.

Fighting continued else-
where in Ukraine. In the

Sumy region in Ukraine, near
the Russian border, shelling
killed one person. Three peo-
ple died in attacks over the
past day in the Donetsk re-
gion, which is partly under
the control of  Russian sepa-
ratist forces, said governor
Pavlo Kyrylenko.

Mykhailo Podolyak, an ad-
viser to President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, said Sunday on
Twitter that images of  a
prison where at least 53
Ukrainian prisoners of  war
died in an explosion on Friday
indicated that the blast came
from within the building in
Olenivka, which is under
Russian control.

6 injured as drone explosion
hits Russia’s Black Sea Fleet HQ

Russian Navy members patrol in front of a headquarter of Black Sea Fleet in Sevastopol, in Crimea
on Sunday. AFP

AGENCIES / New York

A watch believed to have
belonged to Nazi leader
Adolf  Hitler has been sold
for $1.1 million at an auc-
tion in the United States.
The Huber watch, which
was sold to an anonymous
bidder, features an engrav-
ing of  a swastika and the
initials AH. It was auc-
tioned by Alexander His-
torical Auctions. It is a gold
reversible watch which
was likely given to Hitler
on April 20, 1933, on his

44th birthday. "This was the
first such honour in the
history of  Germany," the
auction house said in the
product catalogue.
The watch features three
dates - Hitler's birth date,
the date when he became
Chancellor and the day the
Nazi Party won the election
in March 1933. 
As per the auction house,
the watch was taken as a
souvenir when around 30
French soldiers stormed
the Berghof, Hitler's moun-
tain retreat, in May 1945.
Subsequently, it is believed

that the watch was resold
and passed down through

several generations until
now.

Hitler’s gold reversible watch sells for $1.1mn 

Johnson loyalist slammed for
meme showing Rishi with knife 

AGENCIES / Moscow 

The United States' pursuit
of  global maritime domi-
nance and the growth in
NATO activity are the
main threat to Russia's
national maritime securi-
ty, according to the new
Russian naval doctrine
adopted on Sunday.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin signed a
decree approving the new
national naval doctrine
earlier in the day.

“The main challenges
and threats to national
maritime security and sus-
tainable development for
Russian Federation relat-
ed to the world oceans are:
the strategic course of  the
US toward domination in
the world oceans and their
global influence on devel-
opment of  international
processes, including those
related to the use of  trans-
port communications and
energy resources of  the
world ocean,” the docu-
ment read.

The expansion of
NATO's military infra-
structure progressively
closer to Russian borders
and the growing number
of  naval drills in areas ad-
jacent to Russian waters
are also listed as threats
to the national security. 

AGENCIES / Basra

Iraqi protesters loyal to the nation-
alist Shiite cleric Moktada al-Sadr
thronged Baghdad’s fortified Green
Zone for the second time in a week
to prevent the formation of  a new
government. They scaled concrete
barriers and pushed past security
forces to get into the Iraqi Parlia-
ment, filling the empty seats of  rep-
resentatives and shouting their
support for . Sadr: “Son of  Mo-
hammed, take us wherever you
want.” Their move effectively made
it impossible for Parliament mem-
bers to convene to form a govern-
ment. 

The occupation of  Parliament by
Sadr’s followers looked perilously
like a government takeover, not
least of  all because as the day wore

on, some of  his supporters briefly
moved to the building that houses
judges’ offices. On social media,
some Iraqi analysts voiced con-
cerns that the crowd would target
the homes of  Sadr’s political oppo-
nents. 

This summer, Sadr requested
Parliament members loyal to him
resign after a court ruled that two-
thirds of  Parliament must agree on
a president and his coalition could
not gather enough votes for any one
individual. Mr. Sadr thought his ri-
vals would ask him to return, but
instead the next largest coalition,
which includes Shiite groups that
had or used to have armed elements
linked to Iran, rushed to fill the
empty slots with its own candidates
and prepared to form a govern-
ment. 

AGENCIES / Kyiv 

One of  Ukraine's richest
businessmen has been
killed with his wife in "mas-
sive" Russian shelling of  the
southern city of  Mykolaiv.

Oleksiy Vadatursky, 74,
and his wife Raisa died
when a missile hit their
home overnight, local offi-

cials said.
Vadatursky

owned Nibulon, a
company involved
in grain exports.
He had also re-
ceived the "Hero of
Ukraine" award.

Mykolaiv mayor
Oleksandr
Senkevych said it was proba-

bly the heaviest
Russian bombard-
ment of  the city so
far.There was dam-
age to a hotel, a
sports complex,
two schools and a
service station, as
well as homes.

Mykolaiv is on
the main route to Odesa,

Ukraine's biggest port on
Black Sea, and has been hit
repeatedly since Russia
launched its invasion. 

The region's leader Vitaliy
Kim said Vadatursky’s
“contribution to the devel-
opment of  the agricultural
and shipbuilding industry,
the development of  the re-
gion is invaluable.”

Ukraine grain tycoon killed in Russian shelling
AGENCIES / 

Colombo 

Sri Lanka has allowed a Chi-
nese research vessel to dock at
the Hambantota port next
month, the island nation's
Army spokesman said on Sun-
day, days after India said it
carefully monitors any devel-
opment having a bearing on
its security and economic in-
terests.

The port is considered im-
portant for its location,
which is in hometown of
Rajapaksa family, and has
been developed largely with

Chinese loans.
Commenting about the pos-

sible docking of  Chinese
spacecraft tracking ship ‘Yuan
Wang 5’ at Hambantota,Sri
Lankan Army spokesman
Colonel Nalin Herath said Sri
Lanka routinely gives clear-
ance to enter commercial and
military ships from many
countries to go past and also
enter Sri Lankan waters.
Yuan Wang 5 is expected to
dock from August 11-17 for ‘re-
plenishment’ and  will con-
duct satellite control and re-
search tracking in the north
western part of  Indian Ocean.

US, NATO
threat to sea

security:
Russia's new

naval doctrine 

Lanka allows Chinese research
vessel to dock at Hambantota port 

COLOMBO:  Sri Lanka’s
President Ranil Wickremesinghe
on Sunday said that the unrest
had delayed a possible deal
with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to help pull the
bankrupt nation out of its
economic crisis and urged
political parties must work
together on finding permanent
solutions to the issues faced by
Sri Lanka.

He further said that there is no
point in blaming former
president Gotabaya Rajapaksa
for the economic crisis but
rather urged all political parties
to come together to take the
country out of the economic
mess and repay the debt. He
said that an agreement with the
IMF will not fully resolve Sri
Lanka's issues, Colombo
Gazette reported. –Agencies

Wickremesinghe urges parties
to find ways to repay loans 

Protesters in Iraqi occupy
Parliament again

AGENCIES / Thimphu  

Indian Army chief  General
Manoj Pandey, who is on a
visit to Bhutan, called on
Bhutanese King Jigme Khe-
sar Namgyel Wangchuck on
Sunday and discussed as-
pects of  enhancing the en-
during bilateral relation-
ship between the two na-
tions.

The Army chief  also re-
ceived a Guard of  Honour at
Bhutan's capital Thimphu. 

“General Manoj Pande
#COAS called on His
Majesty the King of  Bhutan
Jigme Khesar Namgyel
Wangchuck and discussed
aspects of  enhancing the en-
during bilateral relation-
ship between the two Na-
tions. #COAS also received
an impeccable Guard of  Ho-
nour at #Thimphu,” the In-
dian Army tweeted. 

Indian Army
chief meets

Bhutanese King
in Thimpu

Russia cancelles Navy Day celebrations in occupied Crimea

Pelosi confirms trip to Asia,
but no mention of Taiwan

AGENCIES / Beijing 

The speaker of  the US
House of  Representa-
tives, Nancy Pelosi,
confirmed on Sunday
she will visit four
Asian countries this
week but made no
mention of  a possible
stop in Taiwan that
has fuelled tension
with Beijing, which
claims the island

democracy as its own
territory.

Pelosi said in a state-
ment she is leading a
congressional delega-
tion to Singapore,
Malaysia, South Korea
and Japan to discuss
trade, the Covid-19
pandemic, climate
change, security and
“democratic gover-
nance”.

Pelosi has yet to con-
firm news reports that
she might visit Tai-
wan. Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping
warned against med-
dling in Beijing's deal-
ings with the island in
a phone call on Thurs-
day with his American
counterpart, Joe
Biden.




