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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: Trees are poems the earth writes

upon the sky; we fell them and turn them into paper,

that we may record our emptiness.

— KAHLIL GIBRAN {_
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The chimera of
Opposition unity

O n Friday, June 23, Nitish Kumar can have the

satisfaction of a meeting of a few Opposition

leaders in Patna, in his latest quest to unite all
against the BJP ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha election.
Such is the mood of cynicism even among the Opposi-
tion parties that the interest lies not so much in as to
what outcome will emerge from this one-day
talkathon, but mainly in who will respond to the invi-
tation of the Bihar CM, who has donned anti-BJP
colours in his latest avatar. Given his frequent change
of partners from Lalu Yadav to BJP and then back and
forth, if there is some lingering doubt that he may once
again go back to supping with the saffron party,
nobody can be blamed.

Anyway, the agenda for the Friday meeting is still not
clear, aside from the general claim that it would discuss
ways to oppose the BJP in an effective manner without
dividing the anti-BJP vote. It is a laudable objective.
But achieving it may not be easy. To begin with, there
has to be a semblance of a programmatic unity. Merely
saying that the one-point agenda is to avoid multiple
candidates against the BJP in the parliament poll with-
out offering a cogent agenda, a workable action plan,
and, above all, a common leader around whom there is
a general consensus such unity will flounder at the first
step. Besides, the over-sized egos and contrary agendas
of various Opposition leaders would need to be recon-
ciled. Who among the entire Opposition bloc
commands such a moral authority to be able to resolve
seemingly irreconcilable contradictions for the sake of
attaining a larger goal of defeating the Modi-led BJP.
That the unity project is fraught with irresolvable con-
tradictions can be gauged from the fact that right now
the BJP, Congress and the CPI(M) find themselves on
the same page in opposing the ruling Trinamool
Congress’s highhandedness in the on-going panchayat
polls. The three parties have welcomed the Calcutta
High Court order directing the central forces to oversee
the elections while the Trinamool Congress has bitterly
opposed it, appealing in the Supreme Court against it,
though unsuccessfully. Is it anyone’s case that the
bitter rivals in West Bengal can put aside their recrim-
inations and hostilities and work together in the Lok
Sabha poll? The voter is not a fool.

Or take the on-going campaign by the Delhi Chief
Minister against the central ordinance taking over the
control of services. Arvind Kejriwal, the latest gadfly
in politics who cannot sleep without throwing a stone
or two at the central government to hide his own fail-
ures to provide meaningful governance, now seeks the
support of all Opposition parties to defeat the
ordinance in parliament. Given that he has unleashed
a barrage of criticism against the Congress in general
and the Rajasthan government in particular with an
eye on the election in the State later this year, there is
naturally a division in the Congress ranks over lending
support to the AAP. Despite Kejriwal seeking to meet
Rahul Gandhi and nominal Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge there has been no response as yet.
Why should the Congress lend support to a party which
has taken away its main support-base both in Delhi and
Punjab. It is unlikely that Nitish Kumar, the self-ap-
pointed sutradhar of the Opposition, will have any co-
gent solution to resolve these huge contradictions
among various non-BJP groups. Yes, Chief Minister
Stalin can happily mark his presence in Patna because
he faces no challenge from any party that is likely to
join the conclave, the Congress Party in Tamil Nadu be-
ing a minor ally of the ruling DMK. Maybe Akhilesh
Yadav too can come and fulminate to his heart’s
content against the BJP but the sub-text of his message
will be that the Opposition unity is contingent on the

Truth and reconciliation in Manipur

[nsight

XBhavdeep Kang

anipur is in need of truth
M and reconciliation. But

just how well is the
“truth” of the violence-torn state
understood and portrayed? The
question arises in the context of a
passionate editorial in an Imphal-
based newspaper last week, in-
veighing against armchair and
parachute journalism on the trou-
bled border state. One-sided nar-
ratives, it said, were exacerbating
the conflict.

That the “mainland” press had
probably never heard of Meiteis,
Kukis and the district of Chu-
rachandpur before the horrific
events of May 3, 2023, is a fact. The
subsequent reportage and analy-
sis, not to mention the social me-
dia narratives, are indeed conflict-
ing. Why the strife between the
majority Meitei community and
the Kuki hill tribes? What led to
the gratuitious violence and torch-
ing of villages? Who were the per-
petrators? Who were the victims?
That seems to be a matter of per-
spective, although it is clear that
the attacks have been on both
sides.

As the editorial said, the ac-
counts are coloured by ideology,

and cherry-picking narratives to
fit agendas further vitiates the at-
mosphere. ‘What’s worse...is that
the work and ethics of the few
local media houses based in Im-
phal is being questioned in reports
written by mainland
journos...completely oblivious to
their own parachute journalism’,
it added.

Behind the ethnic conflict in the
northeastern state is a complex
history of colonialism and migra-
tion, and an equally complex web
of legislation. To reduce all of that
to a Hindu supremacist agenda,
just because the Meiteis are large-
ly Hindu and the Kukis largely
Christian, is misleading.

It is instructive to read the re-
ports in the Manipur press. A
number of issues relevant to the
current situation emerge from the
local newspapers. By and large,
the factors at play seem to be land
ownership, illegal migration, the
drug and arms trade, forest protec-
tion and the territorial integrity of
Manipur. All of which are related
to the troubles across the border
in Myanmar.

Land ownership rights are cer-
tainly an issue. Newspaper arti-
cles point out that the Meiteis are
‘boxed in’ into some 10 per cent of
the total land area and are not per-
mitted to purchase land outside of
the valley as they do not — unlike
the hill tribes — enjoy scheduled
tribe status. Indeed, the May 3 vio-
lence was sparked by a rally in
protest against the proposal to

bring Meiteis into the ST fold
(thereby leveling the playing field
and sparking fears of the hill
tribes being alienated from their
lands).

Then there’s drugrunning. In
the Supreme Court last month, the
Centre and state government at-
tributed the ethnic conflict to the
crackdown on poppy cultivation
in the hills. A lot has been written
on the subject in the local press.
One article holds that the ‘tribal
elites’ will not brook interference
in this lucrative trade, which has
substantially enriched them and
led not only to a high incidence of

served and protected forests. A
hue and cry was raised over the
eviction of the Kuki village of K
Songjang from a protected forest,
and the impression created that
Kukis are en masse being ousted
from their ancestral homes with
Meiteis as the villains of the piece.
In this context, it is useful to note
comments by eminent journalist
Pradip Phanjoubam, founding ed-
itor of aleading daily. He observes
that, as per satellite imagery, K
Songjang did not exist in 2020. Of
the 24 villages evicted since 2015, K
Songjang was the only Kuki one.
The others were mainly Meitei or

Behind the ethnic conflict in the northeastern state is a
complex history of colonialism and migration, and an
equally complex web of legislation

drug addiction but the spectre of
narco-terrorism.

Illegal migration appears to be a
bone of contention. From 1974 on-
wards (when the military junta
took over in Myanmar) refugees
have streamed across the 390-km,
porous border into Manipur. The
numbers multiplied significantly
after the return of the junta in
2021. The allegation is that the hill
tribes have welcomed the refugees
owing to a shared ethnicity and
settled them illegally in protected
or reserved forests. (Some might
argue that this is a human rights
issue.)

This raises the question of re-

Kabui Naga or Meitei Pangal.
What’s more, no Meitei occupies a
top position in the state’s forest de-
partment.

The central issue is that of terri-
torial integrity. That 10 Kuki
MLASs — including two ministers
of the BJP-ruled state — have de-
manded a separate administration
for Kuki-dominated areas on the
grounds that the ruling dispensa-
tion had failed to protect the Chin-
Kuki-Mizo-Zomi tribes from the
Meiteis, certainly seems to argue a
sense of persecution. The hill
tribes also allege discrimination.

The trust deficit vis-a-vis the
Centre is all too obvious. One arti-

cle in an Imphal newspaper held
that in requesting the Kukis to
open the national highway for
transportation of essential goods,
the government had signified that
“blockade of the highways is their
birthright”. Nor is the Centre’s
promise of maintaining the terri-
torial integrity of Manipur taken
at face value. It is criticised for
having failed to deploy security
forces to stem illegal migration
and to adequately support the war
on drugs.

Further, the North East Peoples’
Organisation holds that under
cover of the ‘Suspension of Opera-
tions’ (So0) agreement with the
government of India, militants are
said to have facilitated illegal im-
migration, flouted forest laws and
accumulated wealth and weapons
through the drug trade.

How valid are claims of Meitei-
sponsored ‘ethnic cleansing’
against the Kukis? Or allegations
of systematic attacks and arson by
the hill tribes against Meitei vil-
lages? Does the solution lies in a
‘separate administration’, or in
doing away with the So0, institut-
ing a National Register of Citizens,
cracking down on illicit drugs and
arms, and land reforms? The truth
must out, if a reconciliation is to
be effected.

Bhavdeep Kang is a senior journalist
with 35 years of experience in working
with major newspapers and
magazines. She is now an
independent writer and author

What is going wrong with live-in relationships?
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ecently, news reports about
R live-in  relationships in

India going awry have
raised a pertinent question regard-
ing the utility, stability and feasi-
bility of such bonds. The Aftab-
Shraddha case in Delhi, the Manoj
Sane-Saraswati Vaidya episode in
Mumbai, a young live-in couple in
Bengaluru facing the same fate and
many more such cases with a vio-
lent end of one of the partners — of-
ten the woman — may not be isolat-
ed cases.

So, it's imperative to analyse live-
ins in the context of our societal
ethos, needs and aspirations. First
of all, a live-in relationship is not
something drastically different. It's
just a rough version of marriage
sans certain nuptial commitments.
In other words, it's a kind of an op-
portunistic, stop-gap arrangement
which vindicates the English
adage of eating the cake and
having it too.

This casual and often lack of seri-
ous approach in all live-in relation-
ships may snowball into quick dif-
ferences that may lead to indiffer-
ence and not-so-happy separation.
Agreed, a separation is never hap-
py. It's an oxymoron like happily
married because you're either hap-
py or married! Both cannot go to-

gether. But a separation can
always happen on a decent and
courteous note. Unfortunately, this
seldom happens, when either of the
partners wants to get out of a live-
in arrangement. We've seen this
happen in all the aforementioned
cases.

Sociologists, psychologists and
marriage counsellors are of the
view that a live-in relationship is
often euphoric. The bubble bursts
soon. It's like starting with a bang,
but ending with a whimper. Lack
of commitment is often seen aslack
of seriousness and also as lack of
(intense) love. That may create in-
security because live-in couples
are often footloose and fancy-free,
albeit in the beginning. Men as
well as women long for lasting
emotional stability, security and
anchorage. A woman is always
more in need of emotional
stability. It has been found that
though man and woman may have
decided to stay together without ty-
ing the knot, a point came in their
lives when one of them wanted to
give the stamp of social sanctity
and security to their relationship.
But if the other one/partner is not
willing, it may create troubles and
turn outright nasty.

In a live-in relationship, you get
to know your partner's “other”
side. Maybe all this time you were
convinced your partner was a
sweet, dimpled darling who can do
no wrong. Then you move in with
them and see them as the living,
breathing, alarmingly human
mess we all are. Living with a per-
son teaches you a lot about them.

Dating a person and sharing the
same space with them are very dif-
ferent things and the latter comes
with its own unique set of chal-
lenges. He always leaves the toilet
seat up. She puts so much spice in
the food he can’t eat it. He finds out
her eyelashes are fake. Mind you,
all of this happens in a marriage
too, of course, but hey, there you
have to go to an actual courthouse
to get out of it. But what can you do
in alive-in relationship? There's no
legal angle to it.

Then come trust issues. You love

with its set of insecurities. Since
you are not married, you could
constantly doubt if the relationship
will go to the next level. You tend to
become clingy, and often in live-in
relationships people end up spying
on their partners. The best mani-
festation of Othello Complex is vis-
ible in all live-in relationships.
Live-ins are for highly evolved
and cerebrally superior people like
the great French existentialist
Jean Paul Sartre and his equally
genius muse Simone de Beauvoir.
Both were non-interfering and be-

Sociologists, psychologists and marriage counsellors are
of the view that a live-in relationship is often euphoric.
The bubble bursts soon. It's like starting with a bang,
but ending with a whimper

your partner and crave something
more than conventional dating.
You want to see them every day
and don’t mind sharing space with
them. You don’t want to spend a
moment without your s/o but at
the same time, you're not ready for
marriage. It’s even possible that
you believe in love without labels
but don’t want that to hold you
back.

There are countless scenarios in
which live-in relationships can
work wonders! Many couples
swear by it, and why wouldn’t
they? Living with the love of your
life does come with challenges, yes.
But, it is also the greatest feeling
ever. But another problem with
live-in relationships is, it comes

lieved in giving sufficient space to
each other. But then a question
arises — if two individuals are so
evolved and so non-interfering to
the extent of being indifferent to
each other, why should they live to-
gether under one roof even for a
night? Simone asked this question
before gracefully walking out on
Sartre.

A live-in relationship may be in
vogue nowadays, but it's still a fad.
Young couples are not au fait with
its repercussions and ramifica-
tions. A fad is a fancy which can go
out of fashion before you can say
Jack Robinson.

It's therefore a must to know all
the aspects and facets of such an
arrangement so that one shouldn't

get disillusioned after some time.
The couples must be discerning
enough to recognise that psycho-
logical  moment in  their
association when things are just
not working any longer and it's
time to bid adieu to each other gra-
ciously. Sahir's proverbial “Woh
afsana jise takmeel tak laana na ho
mumkKin, use ik khoobsoorat mod
dekar chhodna acchha” (An affair
that cannot be brought to a T,
should be left with a beautiful turn)
is quite difficult for the ordinary
and often quarrelsome live-in cou-
ples to follow. They go bloody vio-
lent.

Lastly, live-ins often fail in India
because our social ethos is differ-
ent. A live-in is still a taboo in Indi-
an society. It's a sociai anomaly
and an aberration in a “conven-
tional” man-woman relationship.
So, those who're into it are often
looked down upon by society, par-
ents, relatives, neighbours and
friends. Lack of parental and rela-
tional support may also take a toll
on young live-in couples in India.
Ergo, think twice, even thrice be-
fore deciding upon a live-in
arrangement with the person you
love.

Things from a distance always
look rosy but you get to know the
reality when you come to it. Don't
they say in Persian, “Aawaaz-e-
duhul az door khush mee nu-
mayad” (English equivalent: Blue
are the hills that are far from us)?

Sumit Paul is a regular contributor to
the world’s premier publications and
portals in several languages

Poor defaulters!

well-intentioned the bank may be in trying

Pure Love: The Only
Solution

— Rajyogi Brahmakumar Nikunj ji

... Continued from last week

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR
Upcoming carbon tide

n the struggle to mitigate climate change,
the world is fighting the final battle. Since

Congress not muscling in on the anti-BJP space in UP.
In short, Opposition unity is a chimera, easier said than
done. And of the people Nitish Kumar, the convener of
the unity meet, has little bargaining power himself
even in Bihar, with his following shrinking to his own
caste brothers. However, as a talkathon it can dominate

he article ‘Wilful defaulters floor

‘helpless’ RBI once again?’ (Jun 20)
rightly underlines the preferential treatment
given to "big"” borrowers who ultimately
turn into NPAs and ask the RBI for a
helping hand. The common man — largely
the middle class — punctually pay their

to recover dues, this will set a wrong
precedent as these fraudsters will roam
scot-free knowing very well that they are
not getting punished. The government
must stop this initiative altogether.

Bal Govind

the world, for these problems
are born from either the ab-

news headlines for a day. hen love, which is sence of love or from the de- the industrial revolution, nations have EMIs; and still if they have some genuine Governor p]aylng pOlitiGS
s;s; inherent in every based forms of love such as  pumped more than 1.5 trillion metric difficulty they are served notice, their house
] INDIA 75 YEARS AGO soul, gets directed to lust, greed and attachment,or ~ tonnes of carbon dioxide into the or vehicle is at stake. But these so-called est Bengal Governor CV Ananda Bose
FPJ Archives JUNE 22, 1948 physical appearance, it takes from the emotions that arise =~ atmosphere. The leading countries in doing  rich customers who are given “platinum” has recently set up a “Peace Room" at

the form of lust. When ittakes from the non fulfilment of  so are the United States, China, Russia and  status unbashedly declare that they can't Raj Bhavan for receiving complaints on

] A the form of desire for physical these and are called jealousy,  the European Union. These countries are pay back the loan and many just vanish panchayat poll-related violence, knowing
F W proximity or dependence or hatred etc. Hence, the remedy prosperous enough to beon the path of from the country to settle elsewhere in the  full well that he is not constitutionally
REE OURNAL emotional bonds, based on for getting rid of problems in  zero emissions by the next 50 years. The world. Naturally the common man feels empowered to receive and address

physical relationships, it is
called attachment. If, on the
other hand, it manifests in the
form of desires for objects of
sensual pleasures and com-
forts or for objects of de-
lights, for money, or for
property and posses- within self.

sions, then, it is Meditation is a prac-

o
known as greed. If, tice that enables
instead, love one to stabilise
becomes  self- in the love-

centered, ie, if consciousness
the person loves himself of almighty, and the inculca-
rather than anyone else, then, tion of divine qualities means
it comes up as selfishness. taking due care so that love
The rest of the vices, such as
jealousy, hatred, rivalry, greed or attachment but of
anger, pride etc are the result contentment and detachment,
of these perverted forms of the basic virtues. It is, there-
love. In other words, when a fore, time that mankind un-

the world lies in purification
of love. This is what is called
‘self-purification' or self-
change. This is why one
should learn and practice

meditation and incul-

cate divine qualities

top emitting countries of the future will be
from the developing bloc, like India,
Indonesia, South Africa and Brazil, which
face the dual tasks of lifting millions of
people out of poverty and simultaneously
adapting to the adverse realities of climate
change. In order to achieve sustainable
development along with helping people to
come out of poverty, rich countries should II

provide policy support and financing at a

scale that has so far been unavailable to Loan default hap
developing and underdeveloped countries. reasons — first
The upcoming challenges are not only capability and anc
economical and political but also moral and  defaulters belong
ethical. and any negotiatic
raise more than a

betrayed by the bank as they repay the
loan loyally but never get appreciation,
while these big sharks get an olive branch.
There needs to be equal treatment to all
the customers, and loyal customers should
be appreciated by the public sector banks.
Maya Bhatkar

complaints. As per the Constitution, only
the State Election Commission can entertain
such complaints and can refer the same to
the state government for action. By
conceding to the demand to give shape to
a political agenda like setting up a “Peace
Room”, the Governor has unnecessarily
made himself a party to a political game,
and this deserves strong condemnation.
Arun Gupta

Premium Capital Market and Investments Limited
CIN NO. L67120MP1992PLC007178
401, Starlit Tower, 29 Y.N. Road Indore (M.P) — 452003

Audited Financial Results for the 4th Quarter and year ended on 31st March 2023
(Rs. In Lakhs except EPS and Public Share Holding) |,

Quarter Ended Year ended
1 2 3 5 6
31-Mar-23| 31-Dec-22| 31-Mar-22| 31-Mar-23 | 31-Mar-22|

Our History

FIRST INDIAN TO BE | '
GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Rajaji's Plea To Abandon
Communalism

Arka Goswami

Particulars

8.
does not take the form of lust, No

MIKA'S MATRIX

Audited |Unaudited| Audited | Audited | Audited

|| Revenue from Operations 0.00 0.21 0.18 178 339
Il | Other Income 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.01 272
1ll_| Total Income (I+11) 0.01 0.21 0.18 1.79 6.11
TOTAL EXPENSES 0.54 0.71 222 217 497

HAZAKAR ME oN

BORDER CONTINUES | person forgets thatheisasoul derstood this diagnosis of the IV_[Proft/ Loss) beore excepliona & exvaordnary femsandiax | (0.53) | (0.50) | (204) | (038) | 1.14
and, instead, considers hlm- aﬂments from Wthh \ Prolfl-:(Loss)behveenraormnaryvtemsandiax (0.53) (0.50) (2.04) (0.98) 114

self a body and looks on all mankind presently suffers \\:III :M'Z'M“) e 053 | 050) | @200 | ©59) | 2864

others also as physical enti- and set to cure itself by purify- Vil ;:...TT::) afertax for he penod from Contnung SN e B R B

ties, then his love becomes of ing its emotion of love by Opecatons ) || G || ) || i) || (k)

alow quality. If the person is, means of meditation and in- ECR | IO okl B B P (053 | (050) | (204) | (098) | (21.00)

X_[Total Comprehensive Income (0.53) | (0.50) (204) | (0.98) | (21.00

instead, aware of his true
identity as a soul and looks on
others also as souls, then, his
love is pure and has no nega-
tive element in it.

In the final analysis, there-
fore, we arrive at the truth
that 'pure love' is the only so-
lution to all the problems of

culcation of divine qualities.

XI | Paid up Equity Share Capital (Face Value of Rs. 10/- each) 655.37 655.37 655.37 655.37 655.37
XII' |Earnings Per Share 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03

Another Milestone In Our Hlstory
FIRST INDIAN TO BE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

The writer is a spiritual
educator and popular
columnist for publications
across India, Nepal and the UK.
He can be contacted at
nikunjji@gmail.com /
www.brahmakumaris.com

1 have been restated
2. T y  As such
3 T been. Audit G

Y
as per IND-AS 108 ‘Operating Segments'
May 2023. The Auditor of

t March, 2023 only.

Au y

Standards) Rules,

New Delhi, June 21. Dressed in spotless white khaddar, Mr.
Chakravarty Rajagopalachari was sworn in as Governor-General of
India at the Durbar Hall in Government House at 10-30 a.m.
today, before a distinguished gathering.

a he C:
aspesc ribed under secw-enlaanm-eCnmpa ies Act 2013 and other applicable.
5. Exiracridinary items include old Income tax Demand of Rs. 29,77.516/- for the AY 1996-97 has been mleda d paid under Vivad se vishwas

Scheme-2020of | Tax
eme- of Income For and on hehatl of the Board

Place : Indore Nitin lunodia
Date : (Director)
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7T 1 2 AT o B A TR YA 2 F sl i@l gu wmfed fome weem w0 ) gedt off dem T wer R ST & steme sfoex AR SR MOERG TN Tstuns L N8 u—y—;sﬁ; ::khs :;:;"EP: a:dnpuufc Sh:::Ho[ding)
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C = 1 2 3 -] 6
?ﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬂima’qﬁ fiafelt - :& Particulars 31-Mar-23) 31-Dec-22| 31-Mar-22| 31-Mar-23 | 31-Mar-22
gg- mﬁmm Audited |Unaudited| Audited | Audited | Audited
o oo |_|Revenue from Operation 0.00 0.21 0.16 1.78 339
AR o 3. [ ms;::m = 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.01 272
chaitanyalok.page Il | Total Income (+1) 0.01 0.21 0.18 1.79 6.11
sfeen ghaie Seagior wEiguIE TOTAL EXPENSES 0.54 0.71 222 277 4.97
() £ g ;WIT T A ufrg IV | Profit/ {Loss) before exceptional & extraordinary items and tax (0.53) (0.50) (2.04) (0.98) 1.14
) V  |Profit / {Loss) before extraordinary items and tax (0.53) (0.50) (2.04) (0.98) 1.14
M N aﬁ ?a;lsa(am igf‘;‘zaﬁ;j Trqtqzl VI | Profit / (Loss) before tax (0.53) (0.50) (2.04) (0.98) (28.64)
5 c . SERS VIl | Tax Expense 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 (7.64)
LIRS ?'T’h—'ﬁeﬁ BEISID] W@W EEZIEN! VIl | Profit/ (Loss) after tax for the period from Continuing
ST T WA ST T v e e Operatins 053) | (050 | (204) | (098) | (21.00)
STt o Y wrer & R H e A IX_|Profit/ (Loss) for the period (053) | (050) | (204) | (0.98) | (21.00)
eded H fFw @ @ i f ST I7 X_[Total Comprehensive Income 053) | (050) | (204) | (0.98) | (21.00)
3 EFE f X1 |Paid up Equity Share Capital (Face Value of Rs. 10/- each) 655.37 655.37 655.37 655.37 655,37
im ¥ w@% aﬁgyfsjw P XII'{Earings Per Share 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03
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