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AP 8 KHARKIV

kraine kept the counterof-  “Than!
‘ fensive momentum in ils

war against Russia going  difficult nig
Manday, saying it Lberated one vil- - malize e
lageafier anather and claiming that  possible”

nation that has endured more than
200 days of war and accupation,
lis to everyone whe did
everything possible on this most
t for Kharkiv to ner-
fic of the cily as soon as

territory at least twice the size of
Greater London,” it said.

‘I'he Dritish said that likely will
further deteriorate the trust Russian
forces have in their commanders.
Ukraine's initial move on the south-
ern Kherson ares, drawing the

this war in its favor”
using Weslern-suj
like the long-range HIMARS mis-
sile system and strong battlefield
tactics. "Kyiv v
dictale the location and nature of
the major fighting.”

ns

likely increasingly

The General StafT of the Aemed
Forces of Ukraine said that its
troops had liberated more than 20
setllements within the last day.

The huoyant mand was also
captured by a defiant President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on social
media late Sunday, comments that
immediately went viral.

“Do you still think you can
intimidate, break us, force us to
make concessions? Did you really
not understand anything? Don't
understand who we ure? %\'h'ﬁl we

altention of enemy toops there,
before pouncing on more depleted
Russian lines in the nnriheast
beyond Kharkiv has been seen asa
greal military maove so far.

Even around Kherson, Russia is
struggling to bring forces across the
Dnipro River to stop the U inn
offensive there, the British military
said.

Ttadded: “The rapid Ukrainian
successes have significant implica-
tions for Nussia’s overall operational
desipn. The majorily of the force in

Seeking 1o contain its loss of
momentum, [ussia fired missiles at
power plants and other critical
infrastructure, immediately meel-
i ith Ukrainian and US.

m for centering on civilian
targels.

‘The bombardment ignited n
massive fire at a power station on
Kharkiv's western oulskirts and
killed at least one person. Zelenskyy
denounced the "deliberate and cyn-
jcal missile strikes” against civilian
targets as acts of lerrorism,

in one reglon it pushed the invaders
back rlEt up to the border.

“In some areas of the front, our
defenders reached the state border
with the Russian Federation,” said
the regional governor of the north-
castern Kharkiv region, Oleh
Synichubov. Russian troops crassed
the border in tie region on Peb, 24,
the first day of the Invasion,

As thronghout the war, siuch
military claims were hard to verily
indc‘gcndemly.

fter Sunday’s attacks by Russia

on power stations and other infra-  stand for? What we are talking Ukraine is highly likely being forced “Russia’s apparent response to
struclure that knocked out elec-  abour” Zelenskyy exhorted. to prieritize emergency defensive  Ukmine liberating cities and villages
tricity in many place across “Read my lips” he continued. actions.” in the cast: sending missiles 1o
Ukraing, Kyiv autho alsosuld  "Cold, hunger, darkness and thirst The Washington-based altempt to destroy critical civilian

Institute for the Study of War said
Monday that Russialikely lacks the
reserve forces it needs to holster its
defenses in Ukraine,

While the war likely will siretch
into next year, the Institule believes
that “Ukraine has turned the tide of

infrastructure;
Ukraine Drid,
Separately, the Zaporizhzhia
Nudlear Power Plant in the Russia-
occupicd south completely shut
down inabid to prevent a radiation
disaster as fighting raged nearby.

that electric power and water sup-
plies have been restored 1o some 80
percent in the Kharkiv region.
“You are heroesltl, wrote
Kharkiv mayor Ihor Terckhov early
in the morning on Telegram, high-
lighting the ebullient mood in the

for us are not as scary and deadily
as your [riendship’ and brother-
hood”

He added: "We will be with gas,
lights, water and food... and
WITHOUT you!”

‘The turn of events and all-

the entirety of occupied Kharkiv
Oblast wesl of the Oskil River, the
British defense ministry said
Monday, signilying o major advance
by Kyiv. “Ukraine has recaptured

important reversal of initiative was
backed by international
observers who wamned of dire times
ahead for Russian troops. 1t stood
in sharp contrast to the first days of

the war when Russian troops were
moving toward Kyiv's doorstep,
“In the face of Ukrainian
advances, Russia has likely ordered
the withdrawal of ils troops from

UN nuclear chief pushes for
deal on nuke plant safety zone

AP 12 BERLIN 4
S ,}‘,f:?; : v#i
he hiead of the UN nuclear vl 5 vl

watchdog agency said
Monday that he hns started
consultations with Uksaine and
Russia on his call for a “nuclear
mmz- and securily protection
zone” around the Zaporizhzl
power plant, and the tw
appear Lo be interested.

Rafael Grossi, the director-
general of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, made
his_proposal {.m week after
leading a team of inspectois to
the nuclear plani, Furope's
biggest with six reactors, bot
gave few details at the time.,

“What we need here really
is Ukraine and Russia o agree
on a very simple principle of
not attacking, or not sheliing,
at the plant,” Grossi told
reportersal the A%‘."q"s Vieina
headguarters. The IAEA has
not assigned blame for recent
shelling, for which Ukraine
and Russia have blamed cach
other.

The plant has been occu-
pied by Russian forces bul
operated by its Ukrainian
employees since early in the

war.
2

les

Pressed on whether his
proposal includes demilita-
rization, Grossi said; "Basically,
itsacommitment that no mil-
itary action will incdude or
will imply aiming ... at the
plant, ora radius that could be
affecting its normal opera-
tion”

Grossi said of the two sides
that he has "scen signs that they
are inierested in this agree-
ment.” Headded that technical
details are being explored.
including the rachius that an
accord would apply to and
Tiow LA EA experts would work.
Two IAFA cxperts remain at

the plant after the rest of
s team reiurned heme.

“Whalt Isee ... is two sides
that are engaging with us, but
that are asking questions, lots
of questions,” he added. He said
that "we try to keep il simple,
we Iry lo keep il practical,
because we need it a3 suon as
possible”

‘The Zaporizhzhin plant
was reconnected to Ukraine's
electricity grid at the weekend,
allowing engineers to shut
down its lust operational reac-
tor inan attempt to avoid dis-

(=]

aster as {ighting rages in the
arga.

Russia hits power stations

after Uk

AP ELKYIV

Rusﬁia atacked power sta-
tions and other infrastruc-
ture, causing widespread out-
ages across Ukraine as Kyiv's
forces pressed a swilt coun-
teroffensive that has driven
Moscow's troops from swaths
of territory it had occupicd in
the noriheast.

The bombardment on
Sunday ignited s massive fireat
a power station on Kharkiv's
weslern oulskirts and killed at
least one person. President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
denounced the "deliberate and
cynical missile strikes” ugainst
civilian targets as acts of ter-
rorism.

Ukraine's second-fargest
city of Kharkiv appeared to be
without power Sunday night.
Cars drove through darkened
streets, and the few pedestrians
used flashlights or mobile
phenes to light their way.

Separately, the
Zaporizhzhia {'udur Power
Plant in the Russia-occupied
south completely shut down in
abid 1o prevent a radiation dis-
aster as fighting raged nearby.

[

Kyiv'saction in recent days
to reclaim. Russia-occupied
areas in the Kharkiv region
forced Moscow Lo withdraw its
troops lo prevent them from
being surrounded, leaving
behind significant numbers of
weapons and munitions in a
hasty Mlight as the war marked
its 200th day on Sunday,

Ukraine's military chief,
Gen. Valerii Zaluzhnyy, said its

forces hnd recaptured about
3,000 square kilometers (1,160
square miles) since the coun-
teroffensive began in carly
September,

He said Ukmainian troops
are only 50 kilometers (about
30 miles) from the Russian bor-
der,

One battalion shared a
video of Ukrainian forces in
front of a municipal building in

raine counteroffensive

Iin!g ivka, a village just over a
mile from the border and about
19 kilometers (12 miles) north
of Kharkiv.

Kharkiv  Gov. Oleh
Synichubov said Ukrainian
t1o0ps have reclaimed control
afmore than 40 settlements in
the region.

In Sunday night's missile
attacks by Russia, the Kharkiv
and Donetsk regions seenied to
bear the brunt.
Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia
and Sumy had only partial
lost power, Zelenskyy said.

Kharkiv Mayor [gor
Terckhov called the power out-
age “revenge by the Russian
aggressor for the successes of
our army at the frenl, in par-
ticular, in the Kharkiv region.”

Ukrainian officials said
Russia hit Kharkiv TEC-5, the
couniry's second-biggest heat
and power planl, and
Zelenskyy posted video of the
Kharkiy power plant on fire.

“Russian terrorists remain
terrorists and altack critical
infrastructure. No military
facilities, only the goal of leay-
ing Emp]u withoul light and
heat,” he tweeted.

Germany's
Scholz sees no
quick nuclear
deal with lran

AP B BERLIN

erman Chancellor Olal

Scholz made clear on
Monday that he doesn't expect
an agreement with Tran in the
immediate fulure lo restore
“Tehran's tattered nuclear deal
with world posvers, though he
said there's no reason for Tran
nol Lo sign up and European
countries would remain
“patient”.

Scholz spoke after meeling
in Berlin with Isracll Prime
Minister Yair Lapid, who insist-
el that restoring the 2015
agreement would bea mistake.

Germany, along with
France, Britain, NMussiz, and
China, Is still a party to the deal.

The European countries
“have made proposals, and
thereis no reason now for Iran
not toagree to these preposals,
but we I%::\'c totake note of the
fact thal this isn't the case, so
it certainly won't happen soon,
although it looked for a while
like it would,” Schole said.

“We remaiin patient, bul we
also remain clear: Iran must be
d from being able to
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AP B MDSCOW

ro-Kremlin candidates won

all of the 14 regional gov-
ernorships that were chosen in
the first clections in Russia
since it sent troops into
Ukeaine, according to prelim-
inary results Monday.

Most of the winners ran as
members of United Russia, the
country's dominant political
party that is dosely tied to
President Viadimir Putin, Two
ran as seli-nominated bot sup-
port United Russia.

\Pro-KremIin candidates win
all 14 Russian governorships

Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov, asked by
reporters Monday, if the resulls
constitute a show of support for
Russia’s military operation in
Ukraine, said "Absolutely.”
1'his shows a high level of sup-
port for both the current head
and the decisions he makes.”
United Russia candidates also
dominated the elections for six
regional parliaments in the
voling that was held Friday
through Sunday. However, in
the Sakhalin region, they
totaled only 47% of the vote,
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With no clear winner,
Sweden 1n limbo after vote

AP B STOCKHOLM

Svmdun nwt}k: Mhun%ayelollw:j:
aspect of woeks of politi
unl:rlnlnly after neitlier of the
country’s blocs secured a clear
governing majority in an elec-
tion, though it was clear that a
t anti-immigration party
surged to become the country's
second largest political force.
With more than 94% of the
ballots counted, the center-right
opposition that includes the
opulist Sweden Democrals,
ad & razor-thin edge over the
governing Social Democrats
and their allies in the center-left

bloc.

“The left bloe is headed by
Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson, who has. not
resipned.

“The result was so close that
the election authority siid a
definitive outcome would not be
kmawn befire Wednesdiy, when
the uncounted votes, Indudizj;
these cast abroad, have boen fal-

lied. With cight partics con-

tending for seats, none will
securea majorily of 175 seats in
the 349-seat Riksdag, Sweden's
parliament, mesning that laws
can only be passed with differ-
ent partics working together

“ltisextremely close. Things
can change but | doubt] said
Zeth Isaksson, o sociologist at
Stockholm University. "As it is
now, it is more likely that the
right side will wi

i

unlikely to swing the monten-
tum back lo the lefl, accarding
to Isaksson.
‘The biggest winner of the
evening was undoubledly the
opulist anti-immigration
gwrden Democrats, which had
astrong showing of nearly 21%,
its best result ever. The party
S,J.Ine-l on_promises to cra
lown on shoolings and other
gang violence that have shaken
a sense of securily for many in
Sweden. The hasits roots
in the white nationalist mave-
ment bul years ago began
expelling extrandsis. Despiteils
rebranding, voters long viewed
it as unacecptable and other par-
Lin:sshunncsi!_]]m that has.
changing, and its resull in
Section Siews i howirthas
come in gaining acceplance,
The Social Democrats, who
have been in power In Sweden
since 2014, remain the Jargest
arty, even gaining slightly over
ur years ago (o get 30 5% of the

wole,

P
deploy nuclear weapons.

‘The United States unilat-
erally pulled out of the accord
in 2018 under then President
Donald Trump and reimpased
sanclions on Iran, prompting
‘Tehran to start backing away
from the deal's terms.

Tran carlier this month
responded toa final draft of a4
roadmap for partics to return
1o the tattered nuclear deal.

A probe by the
Inteenational Atomic Energy
Agency into man-made urani-
vm particles found at theee
undeclared sites in the country
has become a key sticking
point in the talks for renewing

the agreement.
Iran’s hard-line president,
Fhrahim Raisi, has said that the

TAEA investigation into the
fssue must be halled in order
for the 2015 dral to be renewed.

The IAEA, the UN nuclear
watchdog agency has for years
sought answers from Iran ta its
questions about the particles.

US intelligence agencies.
Western nations and the IAEA
have said Iran ran an organised
nuclear weapons program until
2003. Tran long has denied
ever secking nuclear
weapons.

Xi to attend SCO summit, will
visit Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan

PT1I BELING

hina officially announced

on Monday li;J'L President
i Jinping will travel for the
first time out of the country in
over two years this week 1o visit
Kozakhstan and attend the
SCO summit being held in
Uzbekista

Xi will atend the 22nd
meeting of the Council of
Heads of State of the Shanghai
Cooperation Orgenisation
(SCQ) in the cily of
Samarkand, and pay state vis-
its 1o Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan from September
14 1o 16, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson ua
Chunying announced here ina

brief statement.

e would first visit
Kavzakhsian on Seplember 14,
which will be his first visit
abroad since January 17-18.
Myanmar was the last country
Xi visited on January 17-18,

2020,
Just days after his return,
China had announced the mas-
sive outbreak of the coronavirus
in Wahan, which later spiralled
into a global pandemic resulting
inmil innsnmealhﬁ around the
world.

Sinee then, X5, 69, has ot
ventured out of China and has
altended glnbal events virmally.

From Kazakhstan, Xi
would travel 1o the neighbour-
ing Uzbekistan where the SCO.
summil is scheduled 10 he
held on Septemsher 15-16.

‘The Beijing-headquastered
SCO is an cight-member eco-
nomic and security bloc con-
sisting of China, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,

“Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India
and Pakistan.

Alier the Samarkand sum-
mit, where lran was expected
to formally beadmilted into the
SCO, India will take over the
Presidency of the influential
grouping of Central Asian
Republics.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Russian President
Viadimir Putin are expected 1o
atlend the SCO summit
Russian officials
announced that Patin and Xi
will meet on the sidelines of the
SCO summit in Samarkand,
which will be their first visit

=

since  Moscow altacked
Ukraine  in  February
this ycar.
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