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® RECOVERY ROAD

By end of FY22, NITI sees

The economy
recovered faster
than expected in
the Sept quarter as
a pick-up in
manufacturing
helped GDP clock a
lower contraction
of 7.5%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 6

INDIA'S ECONOMIC
GROWTH slikelytoreachpre-
Covid-19 levels by the end of
the 2021-22 fiscal as the GDP
contraction in this financial
year is expected to be less than
8%, Niti Aayog vice chairman
Rajiv Kumar said on Sunday.
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has also revised its fore-
cast of economic growth for
the current fiscal year (2020-
21) to (-)7.5% as against its
earlier forecast of (-)9.5%.
“We should reach pre-
Covid-19 levels at the end of
fiscal year 2021-22 for sure,”
Kumar said when asked about

India lags
behind Asian
peers in export
growth

The data show that while
India’s exports, on an average,
contracted in excess of 20% a
month in the March-October
period from a year before,
Chinaand Vietnam,in fact,saw
a rise of about 4% each.
Exports from South Korea slid
by an average of about 9% a
month during this period,

growth projection for the next
financial year.

India’s economy recovered
faster than expected in the
September quarterasa pick-up
in manufacturing helped GDP
clock a lower contraction of
7.5% and held hopes for fur-
ther improvement on better
consumer demand.

Replying to a question on
asset monetisation, Kumar
said thisisongoingworkand it
has received attention at the
highestlevel.“We will continue
to pursue this and make sure
that the targets of asset mon-
etisation are reached,” he said.

The government is looking
to raise ¥2.10 lakh crore
through disinvestment in the
current fiscal. This includes

while those from Indonesia
shrank by more than 7% and
Malaysia by over 4%.
OnlyBangladesh,thanks to
its excessive reliance on gar-
ment exports, saw the pace of
decline closer to India’s, as
dozensoflargeretail outletsin
its biggest importers, the US
and the EU, either went bank-
rupt or shut shop temporarily
in the wake of the pandemic.
Not surprisingly,India is set
to record a slide steeper than
9.2% forecast by the WTO for
global exports in 2020 if the
current trend holds through.

economy at pre-Covid-levels

¥1.20 lakh crore from Central
Public Sector Enterprise stake
sale and 90,000 crore from
sale of government stake in
financial institutions.

Talking about banking
reforms, Kumar said the sector
needs further expansion and
an increase in competition,
because India’s private debt to
GDP ratio remains limited to
the mid-50s.

Saying that in case of other
emerging economies, theratio
is well beyond 100%, Kumar
said “so we need to increase
private debt and this will hap-
pen when our banking sector
will expand”.

On the Indian agriculture
sector, he said the Niti Aayog
is very strongly pushing the
programmes for chemical-
free natural farming, which
has a potential to reduce cost
for agriculture production
dramatically and also has a
positive impact on the envi-
ronment.

Kumar said the expansion
of natural farming all over the
countrywill make Indian agri-
culture more competitive,and
it also promises to have a sig-
nificant positive impact on
farmers’incomes.

To be sure, India imposed a
much more stringent lock-
down (from March 25 until it
was eased gradually from June)
than any of these nations. A
domestic demand compres-
sion battered itsimports much
harderthanits exports.Conse-
quently, import-sensitive
export segments, too, saw a
sharp drop. Also, India was
among the last set of nations
where the pandemic spread its
tentacles, which means it
should be among the last to
stagearebound.To that extent,
the contraction inits exportsis
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Amitabh Banerjee, chairman & MD, IRFC

In all probability, it (IPO) will be by the third week,
but if the market is not okay, then we can go to the
first or second week of January also.

Coal import drops Nearly half of India’s districts

19% to 117 MT
during Apr-Oct

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 6

INDIA'S COAL IMPORT saw a
drop of 18.6% to 116.81 mil-
lion tonne (MT) during April-
October this fiscal as against
the same period ayear ago.

Indiahadimported 143.63
MT of coal during the corre-
sponding period of FY 2019-
20, according to a provisional
compilation by mjunction ser-
vices, based on monitoring of
vessels' positions and data
received from shipping com-
panies. mjunction -- a joint
venture between Tata Steel
and SAIL -- is a B2B e-com-
merce company and also pub-
lishes research reports on coal
and steel verticals.

However,the country's coal
import increased to 21.50 MT
in October this year as against
18.28 MT in the correspond-
ing month of the previous fis-
cal,it said.

Of the totalimportin Octo-
ber 2020, non-coking coal was
at 14.46 MT.In October 2019,
theimportwas13.57 MT.Cok-
ing coal import stood at 4.92
MT in October 2020, up from
2.79 MTimported in the same

month last fiscal.

During the April-October
period this year, the non-cok-
ing coal import was at 77.67
MT as compared to 98.73 MT
in the same period a year ago.

Coking coal import during
April-October was recorded at
23.89 MT, lower than 28.63
MT imported during the same
period ayear ago.

"The spurt in demand dur-
ing the festive season coupled
with winter restocking led to
increased volumes. Also, there
was expectation of prices firm-
ing up in the international
markets due to short-term
supplytightness.Overall,how-
ever,imports are likely to see
significant decline during the
year as compared tolast fiscal,’
Vinaya Varma, MD and CEO,
mjunction services, said.

From the Front Page

understandable.

But what signals a deeper
problem in India’s export
resurgence story is the loss of
momentum since the 6%
expansion in September, the
first since February. Its out-
bound shipments faltered by
5.1% in October and, accord-
ing to preliminary estimates,
the contraction just exacer-
bated to 9.1% in November.

Exporters complain that a
combination of a spike in ship-
ping costs since August, the
rupee appreciationand a huge
reduction in government ben-
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Motice of the 41" Annual General Meeting,
Book Closure and Remote E-voting Information

NOTICE iz hereby given that the 417 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Members of the
Company will be held on Wednesday, 30" December, 2020 at 11.00 AM at Registered
Office of the Company at SP-460, Matsya Industrial Area, Alwar-301030 (Rajasthan) to
transact the businesses as set out in the Motice dated 17" September, 2020 for
convening the AGN.
In terms of the MCA Circutars and SEBI Circular, the Motice convening the AGM & Annual
Report have been dispatched to Members by 67 December, 2020, Nofice of AGM, Annual
Feport slong with Attendance Ship and Proxy Fosm have been seni in electronic mode to
Mambers whose E-mail IDs are already registered with the Company or Depository
Participantis). The requirement of sending the physical copy of the Natice of the 417 AGM and
Annual Bepor fo the members has besn dispensed with MU Acirculars and SEBI Circular
The Mermbers holding shares in physical form who hava nol registered thedsr amaé addresses
with the Company and who wish to recaive the Nofica of the 417 AGM and the Annual Report
for the year 2019-210 and e-woting defails can write us at secretariali@lordschiore.com. For
this purpose they can send scanned cogy of signed request letter menticning folio numbser,
complela address and the email address 1o be reqisterad along with sel-attested copy of the
PAN Card and any documend supporting the registered address of the Member, Members
holding shares in demat form are requested 1o register their email addresses with their
Depasitory Parlicipantis) only,
The Notice of AGM and Annual Report are also availabés on the Company’s website, NSDL's
website e, wewwewoling. nsdl.com.
The documents pertaining to all the items of the business o be fransacted in the AGM are
open for inspection ai the Registered Office of the Company during business hours on any
wiorking day upto the date of AGM.
FPursuant b provissons of Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Fue 20 of he
Companies {Management and Administration} Rules, 2014 and Regulation 44 of the SEBI
{Listing Obligations & Disclosure Requiraments) Regulations, 2015 as amended from time to
tirme, the Company is pleased fo provide its members facility to exercise their right o vole at
thie Annual General Meeting (AGM) by elecironic means and the business may be fransactad
through remode e-\Voting Services. The facility of casting the voles by the members using an
glectramc woling system from a place other than venue of the AGM (remote e-voling ) will be
provided by National Securiies Depository Limited (MSDL)

Tha details as required under Companies Act, 2013 and rules made theraunder are

mantionsd below:

a) The Ordinary and Special Businesses as set outin the Nodice of AGM may be transacted
thraugh remaote e-vating.

b) Date and time of commencement of remote e-Vofing: Saturday, 26° December, 2020 at
Q00AM.

¢l Date and fime of end of remode e-\oting: Tuesday, 20° December, 2020 at 5,00 P.M.

d) The cut-off date to determine eligibility to cast vate by e-voling or voling at the AGM

(hrough Ballol i Wednesday, 237 December, 2020,

Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and become member of the Company

aller dispatch of the notice and holding shares as on the cul-off date e, Wednesday, 237

December, 2020 may obitain the sequence number, in case of holkding shares in physical

figern, by sending a reguest at evotingi@nsdl.co.n or secretanadilordschione.corm and if

the shares are in demat form, please refer the Mote no, 15 of Notice of AGM as ™obing
through electronic means” of Motice of AGK.

fl Statementas perthe requiremant of the Act:

f. Remote e-voting shall not be aliowed beyond 5.00 PM. on Tuesday, 29" Decamber, 20210,

B. The facility for casting the vale through Ballot Paper will be made available at the AGM
and the Members attending the AGM who have not cast their vote by means of remaote
g-Yoting ehall be able 1o cast their wata at the AGM through Ballot Paper.

>, The Members who have cast their vate by remabe e-Violing may atso attend the AGM
but shall not be entitled to cast vote again.

0. A person, whose name is recorded in the Regsster of Members or in the Register of
Beneficial Owners maintained by the Depositones as on the cut-off date i e
Wednesday, 23 Decamber, 2020, shall anly be entitied to avail the facility of ramole e-
YVoding as well as the voting in the AGM

The Nobice of AGM |s available on the websile of the Company at www lordschlaro.com

and on the website of MSDL a1 htipsdtwww.evoting.nsdl.comi, For electronic vobing

ingfructions, Members may go through the mstuctions in the Notice of the AGKM and in
case you have any query o issue regarding e-voking, you may refer the Fregquently Asked

Questions {“F&Os") and e-voting manual available at httpsfwaw.evoting.nsdl.com,

h) All grievances connecled with tha facility for voting by electronic means may be
addressed io Ms, Pallavi Mhatre, Manager, NSOL, Trade Word, Awing, 4°Floor, Kamala
Mills Compound, Lower Parel, Murmbai - 400013, or sand an email lo evotingi@nsdl.co.in
orcallondl 22 24994545/ 1800 222 990,

Meatica is alzso hereby given undar Section 81 of the Campanies Act, 2013 that the Register of

Members and Share Transfer Books shall be closad from Salurday, 26 December, 2020 to

Wednesday, 30" December, 2020 [both days inclusive] for the purpose of AGM,

For Lords Chloro Alkali Limited
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{Gavl, of Indsa Uinderlaking)

Head Office - I, Department of Infarmation Technology
3 & 4, DD Block, Sector — 1, Salt Lake, Kolkata—7T00064

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
LCO Bank invites Request for Proposals (RFPs) for;
1. Supphy of Digital Signature Certificates and Crypiographec USE tokens on Rate Condract
Basiz
2. Procurement of HSM [Hardware Encryption) device for Green Pin generation ihrough Mobile
Banking, e-Sanking & Bank's Wabsila (Re-landaring).
For any delals, please refer 1o hitps:iwww.ucobanl.com.
Date; 07122020

Deputy General Manager
DIT, BPR & BTD |

Honours Your Trust

CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.
iR AaTed aegEl] (WTee EaRE am agern ) (6 govt. of India Undertaking)
D, Tughlakabad, New Delhi -~ 110020
PUBLIC AUCTION/TENDER NOTICE
DISPOSAL OF UNCLEARED/UNCLAIMED IMPORTED/DOMESTIC
CARGO/CONTAINERS THROUGH E- AUCTION

Comainer Corporation of India Ltd. shall ba avclioning scrap items, emply damagea
confamerss and unclamad/unclearsd imporied cargo landed at the lerminals of Area
-If Morih for conainers armved on o before 30.09.2020 ihrough  e-auction on
17122020 & 31.12.2020 on "AS |S WHERE 15 BASIS", All details along with
Terms & Conditions of auction sale & cargo details will be available on
www.concorindla.colin & www.mstcecommerce.com wef, 07.12.2020 &
21122020, All importers including Government Uindertakinga! Deparimeantis whose
containers/gocds are hang unclaimed/uncleared and falling in the said list uploaded
in websile at respective terminals, because of any dispute, stay by Courdf
Tribunalfothers or any such reason may accordingly imform the concemed Executive
Dhirecior ! Area-l (Morthern ) aswall as  Commissioner of Customs of the concerned
Commissiongrales, and file thedr objectionsiclaims regarding disposal of such goods
within 7 (Seven Days) of issue of this natice failing which the goods will be asclioned
on “AS 15 WHERE 13 BASIS" without any further notice. For full detalls please log

an towww.concorindia.co.in & www.mstcecommerce., com
Executive Director,

Area- I North

FIRST CAPITAL INDIA LIMITED
Regd. Office: 11th Flooe, Narain Manzil, 23, Barakhamba Boad, New Delhl - 110001
Phone No, 011-43621200 Fax No. 011-41501333
CIN: LI74B990L1994PLCOSTESY E-maill id: nghai@landmarkhaldings.in
NOTICE
MOTICE & hereby given that the 26th Annual General Meeting (AGHM) of the Company will
be held on Monday, Decembear 2B, 2020, at 10.00 A M. I5T through Video Canferenca
("WC"WOther Audio Visual Means ("OAWMT) facility in compliance with applicable provisions
of the Compankes Act, 2013 and circulars issued thereunder, to ransact the Ordinary
Business and ihe Special Buginess &s set out in the: Nobice conwening the said Meefing
In compliznce with the abowe circulars, elecronic copies of the Notice of AGM and Annual
Report for Financial Year ended Margh 31, 2020 have been sent 1o all the members whose
email 10 are registered with the CompanyDepository Participant|s]
The Company is pleazed o provide s Members the facility 1o cas? their vola by elecianic
means on all resolutions set forth i the Notice. The delails relating to e-woling, are as
under:
1. The Ordinary Busmess gnd the Special Business as sei ouf in the Notice of AGM may
be fransacted through woting by electronic means
2. The remote e-vobing shall commenca on December 25 2020 at 500 a.m.
3. The remode e-vating shall end on December 27, 2020 at 5:00 pm
4.  The cut-off date for determining the eligibility to wole by electronic means or at the
AGM i December 29, 2020
5. Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and becomes member of the Company
after dispatch of Motice of AGM and holding Shares as of the cut-off dabe, i.e., Decembear
A1, 3020 may obtain login 10 and password by sending a request al evafing@nsdl caoin,
6. Members may note that: a) the remecie e-vofing module shall be disabled by NSDL after
the aloresaid date and time for woling and once the vabe on a resolulion has been
casted by a member, he shall not be aliowed %o change il subsequently; b) the facility
for e-voling shall be made availabla af the AGM. ¢) a member who has casted his vole
by remote e-voding prior to the AGM may also attend the AGM bul shall not be entitied
10 cast his vobe agan: d) a person whose name is recorded in the Ragister of Members
orin the Register of Beneficial Cwners maintained by the deposilories as on the cut-
off date only shall be entilled to avail both the faclities of voling, e, aither through
remaie e-voling or e-volting at the AGM.
The MNotice of AGM iz available on the NSDL's websie hifps:'www.evoling.nsdl.com.
B. In case of any queries, you may refer tha Fraquently Asked Questions (FAGs) for
Shareholders and e-vating user manual for Shareholders available 2t ihe downboad
section of www evoting.nsdl.com or call on of free no. 1800-222-890 or send a
request 3t evoting@nsdl.co.in or at telephone nos, 022 249946001022 24554530 who
will also address the grievanca connacled with the woling by alecironic means,
The Reqisler of Members and Share Transfer Books of the Compary shall raman closad
froen 22 12 2020 to 2812 2020 (both days inclusive) at the time of 23th Annual General
Meeting o be held as per schedule mantionsd hersmabove,

By Order of the Board

Sd-
Place : New Delhi Ajay Virmani
Date : 6" December, 2020 Managing Director

financi“. ep..in

Sdi-
Mew Delhi Naresh Kumar Ghai
Decembar 06, 2020 Director

efits when they are struggling
to cope with the pandemichas
eroded their competitiveness.
The allocation under the Mer-
chandise Exports from India
Scheme for the first three
quarters of this fiscal has been
cut to less than 40% of last
year’s total.

The rupee was “over-val-
ued” by close to 21% vis-a-vis
abasket of 36 export-sensitive
currencies in September,
againstalmost 19%in the pre-
vious month and just over
17% in March, according to
the RBI’s real effective
exchange rate index.

The government and the
central bank have stepped in to
boost liquidity for cash-
strapped firms. But credit flow
still remains stunted. More-
over, as the economy goes
through a“reset”phase follow-
ing the unlockand the govern-
ment launches production-
linked incentive schemes,
manufacturing may see a sus-
tained pick-up in the coming
months and exporters will
likely respond. But that revival
will take time to materialise
and is contingent upon sus-
tained — and substantial —
government benefits,
exporters say.

The government is sup-
posed toroll outa scheme from
January 1,2021, to reimburse
various embedded taxes on
inputs consumed in exports
and replace the MEIS (the lat-
ter is considered by some
wings of the government to be
aninefficient programme that
onlydrains the exchequer). But
the extent of benefits under
the proposed scheme is
shrouded in uncertainty.Given
the structural bottlenecks,
including high logistics costs,
exporters await the next for-
eign trade policy, which will
remain in effect for five years
from April 1, 2021, for a
breather.

States slash
capex to focus
on Covid spend

According to a review of bud-
getaryspending by 12 statesby
FE, in April-October this year,
their capexwas down 23% on-
year; considering that the
combined capex by all states
was budgeted to increase by
30% on-yearin FY21,theslip-
page in state capex from the
budget target is sure to have
been unprecedentedly steep.

Despite 1.2% increase in
revenue expenditure to cater
for essential spending such as
on welfare and relief mea-
sures, lower capex pulled
down these states'total expen-
diture by 1.4% on-year in
April-October this fiscal. For
the Centre, the overall budget
spending in the first seven
monthswas flat on-year.

If public-sector fixed capital
formationhasheld upinrecent

have over 5,000 Covid cases

ISHAAN GERA
New Delhi, December 6

INDIA HAS BEEN recording
less than 45,000 infections
for nearly a month. Daily
infections have reduced dras-
tically from 97,894 recorded
on September 17 to 36,011
on December 6.

However, an analysis of
district-wise data shows that
the extent of infections is
becoming more widespread.
While almost all the districts
had recorded atleast one case
by the end of September,
India has added 41 more dis-
tricts with over 1,000 cases
in the last two months. On
December 6, there were 637
districts across the country
with over 1,000 infections.

During the same period,
84 additional districts
crossed the 5,000-mark.
Nearly half of India’s districts
have over 5,000 infections.
Until two months ago,a third
of India’s districts had regis-
tered over 5,000 cases.

However, the largest
increase came from districts
with over 10,000 cases. The
number of such districts
increased nearly 50% from
144 to 204 during the two
month period. Districts with

years even amid a worrisome,
prolonged decline in private
investments, the contribution
of state governments has been
vital; state capexis also seen to
have a higher growth multi-
plier potential than Central
Budget/CPSE capex.

While Centre’s Budget
capex declined 2% on-year in
April-October, a conscious
effort is being made by the
government to ensure that the
CPSEsrampup investmentsin
this fiscal.

The curbing of capex by the
states is primarily due to the
acuterevenue constraintsthey
are facing. While the low rev-
enue buoyancy was evident in
thelastyearitself, the situation
hasaggravated due tothe pan-
demic.Evenafterliberal trans-
fers by the Centre from the
divisible tax pool in the initial
months of this fiscal, tax rev-
enuesofthe 12 states declined
by 16% on-year during April-
October.

To be sure, many states
have in recent months seen a
rise in own tax revenues (OTR)
from the lows witnessed in
the lockdown period. From
the range of 25-50% of nor-
mal in May, OTR of most
states in October either sur-
passed or was at par with the
same in the year ago month.

Information gathered by FE
shows that Karnataka col-
lected 39,272 crore as OTR in
October, up 14% on-year and
Rajasthan garnered 5,544
crore (up 25%). Kerala’s own
tax collection in October was
about 90% of the mop-up in
the year-ago month.

Among them, the twelve
states — Tamil Nadu, Madhya
Pradesh,Andhra Pradesh, Kar-
nataka, Rajasthan, Odisha,
Telangana, Kerala, Chattis-
garh, Haryana, JTharkhand and
Uttarakhand — reported a
combined capital expenditure
of 392,391 crore in April-
October of FY21 compared
with ¥1,14,011 crore in the
year ago period.

The combined capex by all
states is projected to rise to
%6.46 lakh crore in FY21 over
FY20 actuals. The states had
slashed their capex to 34.97
lakh crore in FY20 from BE of
%6.22 lakh crore, as per the
recent RBI report on state
finances.“Capital expenditure
undertaken by states, which
accounts formore than 60% of
general government capital
expenditure is generally
treated as a residual and is
prone to adjustment, condi-
tional upon revenue genera-
tion.In2017-18and 2018-19
as well, capital spending was
reduced frombudgetedlevels,”
the RBI said in the report.

Borrowings by the twelve
states whose finances were
reviewed by FE rose 50% on-
year to ¥2.28 lakh crore in
April-October of this fiscal
compared with 2.6% increase
in the yearago period.

New Delhi

Over a quarter of India’'s
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over 25,000 cases increased
from 59 to 84 in two months,
whereas districts with over
50,000 cases jumped from
32to47.

In terms of deaths, too,
the situation was no differ-
ent. While nearly 86% of
India’s districts have

What is more worrisome
forthestatesisthatthe Centre
which transferred budgeted
amounts to state governments
as their tax share from divisi-
ble pool in April-May, but has
since found this practice
unsustainable — October
transfers were a fifth less than
envisaged in budget, at
337,233 crore.The customary
pattern is the Centre makes
adjustments on state tax
transfers based on actual
receipts only during February-
March,the final two months of
afinancialyear. With tax devo-
lution coming down drasti-
callyin the remaining months
of this fiscal,the states are sure
to further accelerate borrow-
ings to make up partly for rev-
enue shortfalls.

AccordingtoIcra,the share-
able tax pool mayturn out tobe
I13.4lakhcroreinFY21,30%
lower than the budgeted
amount of ¥19.1 lakh crore.
The agency has projected the
central tax devolution to the
state governmentsatabout 35
lakh crore (after adjusting for
Centre’s extra transfers of
348,400 crore in FY20) in
FY21,a substantial 2.8 lakh
crore lower than the ¥7.8 lakh
crore budgeted.

As per state budgets, their
combined fiscal deficit stood at
2.6% of GDP in FY20 and
2.4%in FY19.FY21 will, how-
ever,likely seearecord spikein
the fiscal deficits of both the
Centre and states.

Petrol price up
28 paise, diesel

29 paise a litre

In 17 days, the petrol price has
gone up by ¥2.35 per litre and
diesel rate hasrisen by ¥3.15.

Brent crude oil has risen
34% from $36.9 per barrel on
October 30 to $49.5 on
December 4 — thelast trading
day — on hopes that Covid-19
vaccineswouldlead todemand
recovery.

Prior to the November 20
hike in rates in India, petrol
priceshadbeen static since Sep-
tember 22 and diesel rates had-
n't changed since October 2.

Public sector oil market-
ing companies — Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
(BPCL) and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation (HPCL) —
revise rates of petrol and
diesel daily based on bench-
mark international oil price
and foreign exchange rate.

Theyhad, however,resorted
to calibrating the rates since
the pandemicbroke out witha
view to avoiding volatility in
retail prices.

The 58-dayhiatus in petrol
price revision and 48-day sta-
tus quo on diesel rates were
preceded byno changeinrates
between June 30 and August
15 and an 85-day status quo
between March 17 and June 6.

On December 6, 227
districts recorded 100 or
more deaths, whereas,
on October 6, only
165 districts had over
100 deaths

recorded at least one corona
death, the country added 79
more districts that recorded
50 or more deaths and 62
additional districts which
recorded over 100 deaths.

Thirty per cent of India’s
districts have 100 or more
deaths. On December 6, 227
districts had recorded 100 or
more deaths, whereas, on
October 6,0nly 165 districts
had over 100 deaths.

The number of districts
with over 250 deaths
increased from 86 to 111
during the same period,
while the number of districts
with 500 deaths increased
from 46 to 63.

As north Indian states
witness a resurgence of
infections, the burden of
infections is expected to
increase in the coming
months. The burden of
deaths in these districts will
also increase.

Blue collar
workers
are back
in demand

These employees are
responsible for various
activities from greeting
customers,  offering
assistance and sugges-
tions, lending opinions
and providing product
information.

With consumers now
shoppingmore frequently
both online and offline,
the demand for sewing
machine operators surged
16% in November. Pravin
Agarwala, co-founderand
CEO, Betterplace told FE
some of this appeared to
belinked tothefulfillment
of pent-up demand while
some of it is cyclical.

The demand for
courier delivery execu-
tives, masons, unarmed
securityguards,sales exec-
utives,warehouse pickers,
customer care executives
in call centres and general
duty assistants, however,
has been somewhat
muted.Two-thirds of the
opportunitiesin the three
months to October, Agar-
wala said, had emanated
fromtheretail healthcare,
apparel, logistics, con-
struction, management,
automotive and BPO sec-
tors.Witheconomicactiv-
ity picking up across the
country, there has been a
significantjumpinoppor-
tunities in the construc-
tion sector for civil roles of
mason,electricianandbar
benders.

Salesmen have been
in big demand in the
automotive space
whetherat showroomsor
elsewhere oreven for tele
sales. Again, the require-
ment for assemblers, line
operators and assembly
line supervisors has also
gone up in the past few
months. The sectors
where manpower hasnot
been in much demand
include the facility man-
agement industry where
demand for housekeep-
ers and security person-
nelis only at 50-60% of
pre-Covid levels given
that work-from-home
continues especially in
IT/ITeS and BFSI.

In Mumbai, the petrol price
was raised to ¥90.05 per litre
from ¥89.78,while diesel rates
went up from 79.93 to
%80.23.

Rates vary from state to
state depending on the inci-
dence of local sales tax or VAT.
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