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Digital/online media now...
In January 2019, eight video streaming
services had signed a self-regulatory code
that laid down a set of guiding principles for
content on these platforms. The code
adopted by the OTTs prohibited five types
of content, including those that deliberately
and maliciously disrespect the national
emblem or national flag, any visual or story
line that promotes child pornography, any
content that maliciously intends to outrage
religious sentiments, content that
deliberately and maliciously promotes or
encourages terrorism etc. However, the
government had refused to support this
code.  The government regulations will also
apply to news on social media platforms
such as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Nitish maintains a...
The confusion is partially Nitish Kumar’s
own undoing; he had declared during
campaigning that he is reluctant to continue
as the chief minister. That in turn has
triggered speculation that he may nominate
BJP’s Sushil Modi as his successor. The
incumbent cabinet's last meeting will be held
on Thursday when Nitish Kumar will
recommend dissolution of the state
assembly, to clear the decks for the new
House. As per convention, he will also go to
the Raj Bhawan to tender his resignation as
Chief Minister. A section of the BJP
leadership wants to see Union minister for
law and justice, Ravishankar Prasad, in the
saddle, thus giving a break to the JDU which
has had a free run of the chief minister’s
office since 2005. BJP general secretary
Bhupinder Yadav, while launching the BJP
campaign in Bihar, had regretted that his
party had its nominees as chief ministers in
Himachal Pradesh and Assam but the party
was playing second fiddle to the JDU in
Bihar. The demand for change has come
from some senior BJP leaders, too. 

PM BASKS IN BJP’S...
Terming the Bihar polls results as "most
special", he noted that the BJP is the only
party which has seen its tally increase
despite being in power in the state for three
terms and added that it has performed
spectacularly in states like Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat, too, despite ruling them for
long. The BJP, PM Modi said, is the only one
which "truly has a national connect" with the
people of India. "From just two MPs and
two rooms, the BJP’s influence today is all-
pervasive, in every corner of India," he said
amid slogans of "Modi hai toh mumkin hai
(Anything is possible when Modi is around)".
The BJP, bolstered by its dramatic success in
Bihar, is now eyeing West Bengal, where it
intends to mount its "final assault" on the
Mamata Banerjee government. 

After interim bail...
The Bench warned the High Court, asking it
to exercise their jurisdiction to uphold
personal liberty, noting that "we are seeing
case after case where high courts are not
granting bail and failing to protect personal
liberty of people." The 3-page order says:
"The concerned jail authorities and the
Superintendent of Police, Raigad, are
directed to ensure that this order – on
release of Arnab Goswami on interim bail --
is complied with forthwith."  

Silawat, Rajput to...
Silawat and Rajput are all set to get
ministerial berths. The aspirants for cabinet
position in the ruling party want that they
should also be sworn in with Rajput and
Silawat.A four-time minister Girish Gautam
said Vindhya region was under represented
in the ministry. He said he wanted that
Vindhya should be adequately represented
in the cabinet. Among former ministers
Rajendra Shukla, Sanjay Pathak, Rampal
Singh, Gouri Shanker Bisen, Yashpal Singh
Sisodia and Rameshwar Sharma are pulling
out all the stops to get ministerial berths.
Jyotiraditya Scindia may demand that his
supporters should again be adjusted against
the ministerial posts which have fallen vacant
after the defeat of some former ministers.

Nitish should snap...
According to Singh, Rahul Gandhi is the only
leader in the country who is fighting for
ideology. The Congress has never
compromised with Jan Sangh or BJP. The
narrow politics of BJP has lowered the
stature of Nitish and ended Ramvilas
Paswan’s legacy.

Finally, signs of...
Nonetheless, sources said both the Indian
Army and the Chinese People's Liberation
Army are looking at sealing the pact in the
next round of Corps Commander-level
talks. The ninth round of military talks are
likely to take place in the next few
days.Nearly 50,000 Indian Army troops are
currently deployed in a high state of combat
readiness in various mountainous locations
in eastern Ladakh in sub-zero conditions.
China has also deployed an equal number of
troops, according to officials. The standoff
between the two sides erupted in early
May.As a first step, both sides will remove
their tanks, artillery guns, armoured vehicles
and large equipment from the friction points
along the LAC to their rear bases within
three days from inking the agreement, the
sources said.Under the second step, the
PLA will go back to Finger 8 areas from
their current position of Finger 4 on the
north bank of Pangong Lake while the Indian
troops would position themselves close to
the Dhan Singh Thapa post. The mountain
spurs in the area are referred to as Fingers.It
was also broadly agreed to withdraw around
30 per cent of the troops every day for
three days. In the third step, it was agreed
to complete the disengagement process in
areas along the southern bank of Pangong
Lake like Rezang La, Mukhpari and Magar
hill. Indian troops are occupying a number of
strategic heights in the Mukhpari, Rezang La
and Magar hill areas around the southern
bank of the lake. "These are all proposals.
There is no agreement signed yet," said a
high-level source, adding a bit of the
scepticism to the gameplan.
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SC for cracker ban, says life precious
NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday said there
cannot be anything more im-
portant than preservation of
life amid the pandemic, as it de-
clined to interfere with the Cal-
cutta High Court order banning
sale and use of  firecrackers in
West Bengal during Kali Puja,
Diwali and other festivals.

A vacation bench of  Justices
DY Chandrachud and Indira
Banerjee said it is conscious
about the importance of  festi-
vals, but amid the pandemic,
everybody should come out to
support a decision which im-

proves the situation. They said
the HC is much aware of  the lo-
cal situation and it should be
allowed to do what is necessary.

The SC observations came
while hearing an appeal by
Gautam Roy and the Burra -
bazaar Fireworks Dealers As-
sociation, against the HC order,
which banned use and sale of
firecrackers in the upcoming
festivals, including Kali Puja,
Diwali and Chhath Puja, as a

measure to address air pollu-
tion. It said life itself  is in dan-
ger now and people should
come together to deal with the
problem. 

The SC told the petitioner’s
counsel the virus has hit people
in hospitals, elderly people etc.
“Can anyone step out of  the
house in Kolkata, Delhi or any
other part of  the country to-
day,” it asked. 

Senior advocate Siddharth

Bhatnagar, appearing for a pe-
titioner, submitted HC had no
empirical data to concl ude to
impose a cracker ban.
Nagaland bans crackers till
Jan 31: The Nagaland govern-
ment has banned firecrackers
across the state till January 31
next year to curb pollution.
And, Crackers have also been
banned in Guwahati till
month-end.

Refuses to stay 
Calcutta HC order
on fireworks 

Take violators to task, says HC
KOLKATA: Adivision bench of Justices Sanjib Banerjee and Arijit Banerjee of
the Calcutta HC direc ted the police to take steps agai nst sale and purchase of
firecra ckers banned in West Bengal as direc ted by the same court earlier. It
said if the police failed to stop the marketing and purchase of the firecrackers,
the concerned district magistrate, SP and police chief will be held responsible.
Ad vocate general Kishore Dutta ass ured the administra tion will take steps to
imp l ement the order. —Prema Rajaram

Now, Bengal is prime focus: Vijayvargiya
AGENCIES / KOLKATA: After
clinching the Bihar assembly
polls, West Bengal will be the
"prime focus" for BJP where it
has set a target of  winning more
than 200 seats in the state elec-
tions due in April-May 2021, par-
ty national general secretary
Kailash Vijayvargiya said on
Wednesday.

The NDA has won 125 seats in
the 243-member Bihar assembly,
results of  which were declared

on Tuesday. The BJP with its
score of  74 seats has emerged as
the party to have won the second
highest number of  seats after
Lalu Prasad's RJD. 

The saffron party's tally is
much higher than that of  its ally
- the JD(U) which won 43 seats. It
will now shift its focus to politi-
cally crucial West Bengal, which
sends 42 MPs to the Lok Sabha -
two more than Bihar, Vijay-
vargiya, who is also BJP's in-

charge of  Bengal, said.
The BJP, which has made deep

inroads in West Bengal by win-
ning 18 of  its 42 Lok Sabha seat -
four less than ruling TMC in the
2019 general election, was wait-
ing for the Bihar election results
before mounting its "final as-
sault" on the Mamata Banerjee
government, party sources said. 

Dalit man dies in
custody, 4 cops

booked for murder
URVASHI DEV

Jaipur

A case of  murder has been registered
against four cops in Bundi district of  Ra-
jasthan after the death of  a 55-year-old
Dalit man in police custody.

SP Shivraj Singh Meena has also
shunted out all the 45-member staff  of
Sadar police station, including station
house officer Shaukat Khan. 

Family members of  victim Harji Kan-
jar, an alleged gambler, said he died in
custody on Monday some time after he
was forcibly taken by four policemen
from his home in Ramnagar village. He
was killed for not paying them for his re-
lease, they said.

While the cops had been suspended af-
ter Harji’s dea th, murder charges were
pressed on them after members of  the
Kanjar community staged a protest out-
side the police station and blocked the
Bundi-Bijolia road for several hours on
Tuesday. The crowd later took the body
for last rites.

ED points finger at CM
office in gold smuggling,

housing scams
K RAVEENDRAN

Thiruvananthapuram

The link between the chief  minister’s
office (CMO) and gold smuggling
through the diplomatic channel has
come out in the open, with Swapna
Suresh telling the Enforcement Direc-
torate that former principal secretary
M Sivasankar and his team in the
CMO were aware of  whatever was go-
ing on.

It has also been confirmed that the
CMO intervened to get the detained
bag containing the smuggled gold re-
leased from the Customs.

The explosive disclosure was made
by Enforcement Directorate to the
court in a sealed envelope in its plea
to seek further custody of  Sivasankar
after the investigators questioned
Swapna Suresh over the past two days
in her jail.


