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12GAMES
 

Deauville (France): Indian golfer Vani Kapoor had a rough day as she 
shot a four-over 75 in the third and final round to sign off at T-55 in 
the Lacoste Ladies Open de France. With rounds of 70-71-75, the 
Indian finished at 3-over 216 and slipped down the leader board. 

Earlier, Amandeep Drall had missed the cut. Vani and Amandeep will 
next play at the Hero Women's Indian Open from October 19 to 22. 
Sweden's Johanna Gustavsson finally won a Ladies European Tour 
title with a decisive victory in the Lacoste Ladies Open de France.

Vani finishes 55th in France after a disappointing final round  
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TEAM INDIA: SOLID BUT MIDDLE ORDER WOES PERSIST

Man City's perfect start over 
City�s lead at the 

top was cut to one 
point    

AP / Manchester 

Manchester City's perfect 
start in the Premier League is 
over after a shock loss to 
Wolverhampton, with rivals 
Tottenham and Arsenal tak-
ing full advantage. 

City's lead at the top was 
cut to one point after it fell to 
a 2-1 defeat at Molineux, 
which ended its 100% record 
in the top flight this season. 

Tottenham moved 
up to second as Joel 
Matip's own-goal deep 
into stoppage time se-
cured a 2-1 win 
against nine-man Liv-
erpool.   

City's defeat came after Pep 
Guardiola's side was knocked 
out of  the English League 
Cup by Newcastle on Wednes-

day. It seems the de-
fending champions 
are counting the cost 
of  Rodri's three-
match suspension in 
the league. The Spain 
international still has 

two more games to serve and 
will miss the clash with Arse-
nal at the Emirates next 
week.  "Rodri is an important 

player. We cannot count on 
him," Guardiola said after 
Hwang Hee-chan's 66th-
minute winner.  

City had gone behind in the 
13th through Ruben Dias' 
own-goal before Julian Al-
varez evened the score in the 
58th. But Hwang's strike se-
cured a famous win for 
Wolverhampton. 

Sai Sudarshan guides Rest of India in Irani Trophy
PTI / Rajkot 

Sai Sudarshan's patient 
half-century helped Rest of  
India score 298 for 8 despite 
other batsmen struggling 
against Saurashtra spinners 
on a gripping surface on the 
opening day of  their Irani 
Trophy match here on Sun-
day. 

Sudarshan's 72 off  165 balls 
was the cornerstone of  RoI's 
innings, as left-arm spinner 
Parth Bhut took four wickets 
(4/85) to inflict serious dam-

age on their top and middle-
order. Two future India con-
tenders Sarfaraz Khan (17) 
and Yash Dhull (10) failed 
once again in an important 
fixture, which also 
underlined their indifferent 
form in the past few months. 

In fact, Dhull's selection in 
Rest of  India after not even 
scoring 300 runs have come 
under scanner.  

Once he called correct at 
toss, Hanuma Vihari did not 
have to think twice to opt to 
bat, as the RoI captain could 

not have fancied his side bat-
ting fourth on this surface at 
the SCA Stadium. 

His decision seemed work-

ing as openers Sudarshan 
and Mayank Agarwal milked 
69 runs off  112 balls. The pitch 
seemed a trustworthy ally in 
the first session too, but the 
first hint of  turn and grip 
came when left-arm spinner 
Dharemendrasinh Jadeja 
made Agarwal edge one to 
Preark Mankad at first slip. 

Sudarshan and Vihari 
joined forces and added a fur-
ther 69 runs for the second 
wicket but the persistence of  
Bhut yielded results soon. 

Vihari's soft prod off  the 

left-arm spinner ended in the 
hands of  Samarth Vyas at sil-
ly point. But Sudarshan, who 
recently won the English 
county championship with 
Surrey, soldiered on and 
looked in comfort while play-
ing a few sweeps and drives. 

His experience of  playing 
on such pitches in league 
matches in Tamil Nadu came 
to the fore too in this innings. 

But Sudarshan could not 
kick on as he returned to the 
pavilion, perishing to the 
Bhut-Mankad combination.

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Mumbai 

Young talents Tvesha Jain 
and Amogh Desai stole the 
limelight, scoring shock vic-
tories over higher rated play-
ers in the second round of  the 
Rs 2.50 lakh prize money Ac-
curate Springs Classical 
FIDE Rated Chess tourna-
ment, organised by Indian 
Chess School at the Russian 
Centre for Science and Cul-
ture on Sunday. 

On board 4, 13-year old 
Amogh Desai (Elo1124) 
recorded the biggest win of  
his career by crushing 4th 
seed Saurabh Lokhande 
(Elo1689) from the white side 
of  a Scandinavian defense in 

just 29 moves. A similar result 
was seen on board 6 where 9-
year-old Tvesha Jain 
(Elo1121) shocked 6th seeded 
veteran CK Kolambkar 
(Elo1675) from the white side 
of  the French Tarrasch open-
ing in 35 moves. 
 
Key Results of Round 2 

(points in brackets): 
IM Vikramaditya Kulkarni (2) 
beat Raj Yuvan (1) 
Aaradhay Parte (1)  lost to 
Amardeep Bartakke (2) 
Pratik Shenvi (2) beat Nilesh 
Deshpande (1) 
Amogh Desai (2) beat Saurabh 
Lokhande (1) 
Yash Kapadi (2) beat Advay 
Dhene (1) 
Tvesha Jain (2) beat C K 
Kolambkar (1) 
Arnav Kherdekar (2) beat 
Prranamya Panagaonkar (1) 
Sumedh Kamble (1) lost to Om 
Gada (2) 
Vishal Parab Ram (2) beat 
Mitansh Deshmukh (1) 
Yatharth Jain (1) lost to Sudeep 
Pillai (2). 

2-1 
City's 
losing 

scoreline

Rodri is an important player. We cannot count on him,"  
� Pep Guardiola, Manchester City manager

PTI / New Delhi 

An emphatic 
performance in 
the Asia Cup 
followed by a 
dominant show 
with the willow 
against Aus-
tralia placed 
the Indian team 
in good head-
space going 
into the World 
Cup but prob-
lems remain 
when it comes 
to zeroing in on 
the ideal play-
ing XI.  

India begin 
their campaign 
against Aus-
tralia on Octo-
ber 8 in Chen-
nai. 

Here's the 
SWOT analysis.  

STRENGTH 
Let there be no doubt in anyone's mind 
that this batting line-up is the best India 
have had since the historic batch of  2011. 
A line-up comprising Rohit Sharma, 
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli, KL Rahul, 
Shreyas Iyer and Hardik Pandya is as 
formidable as it gets. And there will be 
Ishan Kishan and Suryakumar Yadav in 
the dug-out in case there is requirement 
to replace anyone.  

India haven't had such a galaxy of  
stars in one line-up for the longest time. 
And with most batters hitting the straps 
at the right time, the fans could be in for 
a run-feast on flat batting decks, which 
are expected to be on offer. 

Gill's ODI form, with more than 1200 
plus runs in past one year, has been the 
biggest plus and he didn't let the team 
feel the absence of  a player of  Shikhar 
Dhawan's calibre. 

Even more heartening is KL Rahul's 
full fitness, and the hundred against Pak-
istan in Asia Cup, which has been the 
biggest gain ahead of  World Cup. 

WEAKNESSES 
The spin bowling department might be looking 
good on paper but there is no way to judge how the 
two veterans Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra 
Jadeja will perform on the tracks that will be heav-
ily loaded in favour of  batters. 

Axar Patel's injury might have given India a 
chance to get a right-arm finger spinner in but 
dropping Yuzvendra Chahal, after carrying him in 
50-over cricket for a better part of  last one year, and 
selecting three left-arm spinners does speak a lot 
about the lack of  options. 

Going by form, Kuldeep Yadav is expected to fea-
ture in every playing XI unless he suddenly loses 
his touch or there is an injury. 

Ashwin's presence on Indian tracks might cheer 
many but truth remains that on good decks, he has 
had a tendency of  struggling. Yet, for some teams 
like Australia, Ashwin plays with the minds of  bat-
ters and that's his advantage. 

In case of  Jadeja, he is still a good bowler on 
helpful tracks but on flat decks, he could go for 
plenty. Also, both Jadeja and Ashwin are 
competent Test batters, but the former lost a bit of  
mojo when it comes to batting in ODIs, if  one looks 
at his current strike-rate. Ashwin also isn't a con-
sistent power-hitter. 

OPPORTUNITIES  
Home advantage is a reality even if  it's 
an ICC event where the global body's cu-
rators are always doing a recce of  vari-
ous venues and conditions. 

In these conditions, Rohit Sharma 

will have the perfect setting and best 
chance of  winning the World Cup. 

There will be heavy dew in some of  
the venues and if  it comes down to chas-
ing totals, there is no country like India 
which would make every other team 
have sleepless nights. 

At the end of  the day, the Indian  
team has chase master Virat  
Kohli in its ranks who is breathing 
down Sachin Tendulkar's neck  
with 47 ODI hundreds, and needs three 
more to get past India's greatest  
ever batter. 

THREATS  
At times, too many options aren't a good thing to have and that 
could be a problem for the team going into the tournament. 

While the bowling attack would certainly be tweaked a bit 
looking at surfaces, Shreyas Iyer getting the likely nod above 
Ishan Kishan isn't the most easiest of  decisions. 

Kishan has performed whatever role has been assigned to 
him by the team management but now it seems that he might 
have to sit out as KL Rahul is set to keep wickets and bat at No.5. 

Dropping Kishan also means that the only viable left-handed 
option in the top five is done away with and there would be no 
variation in the top-order in terms of  making opposition 
bowlers think about changing the line of  attack for every 
second delivery. 

Hopefully, India can get the top-order combination right un-
like last time when, despite a semi-final appearance, the No.4 
batting slot was a complete mess. 

Tvesha, Amogh register wins
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                     
                                                                          
                                                     
                                                          
                                                                      
                                                                 

                                                              
                                                      


                                                                             
                                          
                                                                   
  
                                                                   
       
                                                                                   
      

          
                              

                      
                     
                               
                         

                 
         
               
                       

                        

                         

                           
                 

            
                   
              
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