
 

 
 
31st July, 2021 
 
 
Listing Department  
BSE Ltd.  
Phiroze Jeejeebhoy Towers,  
Dalal Street,  
Mumbai 400 001  
 
Scrip Code: 507180 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Ref: Newspaper advertisement- Regulation 47 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and 

Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 
 
Please find enclosed herewith copy of relevant pages of “Free Press Journal”                          
(English Language) and “Navshakti” (Marathi Language) newspapers (published today i.e. 
31st July, 2021), depicting public notice holding of 86th Annual General Meeting through 
Video Conferencing / Other Audio-Visual Means, in pursuance of Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs (MCA) Circular No. 20/2020 dated May 05, 2020 and MCA Circular No. 02/2021 
dated January 13, 2021. 
 
This is for your information and records. 
 
Thanking you, 
 
For Kesar Enterprises Limited 

 
Gaurav Sharma 
Company Secretary & 
General Manager (Legal) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encl: As above 
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The Free Press Journal does not
vouch for the authenticity or veracity
of the claims made in any
advertisement published in this
newspaper. Readers are advised to
make their own inquiries or seek
expert advice before acting on such
advertisements. 
The printer, publisher, editor and the
proprietors of the Free Press Journal
Group of newspapers cannot be held
liable in any civil or criminal court of
law or tribunal within India or abroad
for any alleged misleading or
defamatory content or claim
contained in any advertisement
published in this newspaper or
uploaded in the epaper on the official
website. The liability is solely that of
the advertiser in which The Free
Press Journal has no role to play.
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CHANGE OF NAME

NOTE
Collect the full copy of Newspaper
for the submission in passport office.

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
HOMIYAR MENECKSHAW KARKARIA TO
HOMIYAR MANECK KARKARIA AS PER
AFFIDAVIT DATED 15-07-2021. CL-70358
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM NIDA
ABDUL RAUF SHAIKH TO NEEDA ABDUL
RAUF SHAIKH AS PER GOVT. OF MAHA.
GAZETTE NO: M-2121245 DATED: JUN 
17-23, 2021. CL-70369
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
MARYAM GULAM MUSTUFA DESAI TO
MALEEHA GULAM MUSTUFA DESAI AS
PER GOVT. OF MAHA. GAZETTE NO: 
M-20138615 DATED: MAR 25-31, 2021.

CL-70369 A
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
RAJESHKUMAR KALYANCHANDRA SHAH
TO RAJESH KALYANCHANDRA SHAH AS
PER AADHAR CARD. CL-221
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM URVEE
AMEY KANEKAR TO URVEE KASTURI
RELEKAR VIDE GOVT OF MAHARASHTRA
GAZETTE (M-20129658) CL-434
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
KASTURI AMEY RELEKAR KANEKAR TO
KASTURI PRAKASH RELEKAR VIDE GOVT
OF MAHARASHTRA GAZETTE 
(M-19166920) CL-434 A
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SHAKURULLAH MOHAMED KARIMULLAH
ANSARI TO SUKURULLAH ANSARI AS
PER DOCUMENTS. CL-562
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
MEHRU NISHA / MAHIRUNNISA RIYAZ
AHMED SAYYED TO MEHRUNNISA RIYAZ
AHMED SAYYED AS PER DOCUMENTS. 

CL-562 A
WE MR. SACHIN DAMODAR BHANDARI
AND MRS. NEHA SACHIN BHANDARI
HAVE CHANGED OUR MINOR
DAUGHTER'S NAME FROM SANZ SACHIN
BHANDARI TO SAANJH SACHIN
BHANDARI AS PER AFFIDVIT DATED
28/07/2021. CL-562 B
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
MOHAMMED SHAHINSHAH SHAIKH TO
MOHAMMED SHAHINSHAH BAHADUR AS
PER DOCUMENTS CL-745
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
HARSHDABEN SURESHBHAI PATEL TO
SARLA SURESH PATEL AS PER
DOCUMENTS CL-933
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SANTOSH KUMAR SHOBHANATH TO
SANTOSH SOMNATH GUPTA AS PER
DOCUMENT. CL-959
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
GURJEET PRITHVIPAL SINGH SINGH TO
GURJEET SINGH SAINI AS PER
DOCUMENT. CL-959 A
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
PRITHVIPAL SINGH TO PIRTHIPAL SINGH
AS PER DOCUMENT. CL-959 B
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
BAKILISHKAUR PRITHVIPAL SINGH TO
BAKHSISH KAUR SINGH AS PER
DOCUMENT. CL-959 C
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM JYOTI
KHUSHAL CHAUHAN TO JYOTI KUSHAL
SINGH CHOUHAN AS PER GOVT. OF
MAHA. GAZETTE NO: (M-20141106).

CL-960
I, AARTI VINAYAK KADAM, DECLARE
THAT AFTER MARRIAGE MY NAME HAS
BEEN CHANGED FROM JOTSNA BHASKAR
GHAG TO AARTI VINAYAK KADAM.

CL-324

THANK YOU ST. CLAIRE, SACRED HEART
OF JESUS, MOTHER MARY FOR FAVOURS
GRANTED. -  PHD CL-472

THANKSGIVING

 

  

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the public
at large that, Miss. Pillalamarri Bala
and Miss. Pillalamarri Swati, Grand
Daughter's of deceased Shri Krishna
Sarma P.M.S.R. who passed away
on 04/01/1998, and who was owner
of a Flat i.e. Flat No. 17, Amita Co-
op. Housing Society Ltd., 4th Floor,
Dayasarang Kanjoji Angre Marg,
Andheri (East), Mumbai-400 069,
and holding 5 Shares of Rs. 50/-
each bearing Distinctive Nos. From
86 to 90, under Share Certificate No.
18 for transfer of said Flat and said
shares in their name as they are
legal heir and representative of late
Mr. Krishna Sarma P.M.S.R. along
with one uncle's wife and one sister
i.e. uncle's daughter. All persons
other than uncle's wife and sister i.e.
uncle's daughter having any claim or
claims against or in the said property
or any part thereof by anyway
however are hereby required to
make same in writing to the
Secretary of Amita Co-op. Housing
Society Ltd., Dayasarang Kanjoji
Angre Marg, Andheri (East),
Mumbai-400 069, within 14 days
from the publication of this Notice
otherwise the Flat will be transferred
in name of Miss. Pillalamarri Bala
and Miss. Pillalamarri Swati without
reference to any such claim or
claims and the same will be
considered as waived or abandoned.

M/s. AMK LEGAL
Advocates & Solicitors,

4th Floor, Podar Chambers, 
S. A. Brelvi Road, Fort, 

Mumbai-400 001
Place : Mumbai
Date : 30/07/2021

 

  

PUBLIC NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE THATRAMILA
PAREKH & USHA PAREKH is
claimingto be the owner of flat
mentioned in schedule hereunder,
one VINOD SHESHMAL
PAREKH during her life time along
with RAMILA PAREKH & USHA
PAREKH were the joint owner of
the said flat (mentioned in
schedule below), he expired on
31/08/2015  leaving behind
RAMILA PAREKH & USHA
PAREKH and as her only legal
heirs and representative entitled
to the said flat. RAMILA PAREKH
& USHA PAREKH shall be
mortgaging the said flat with YES
BANK LIMITED.
Any person having any claim or
right in respect of the said flat by
way of inheritance, share, sale,
mortgage, lease, lien, licence, gift,
possession or encumbrance,
howsoever or otherwise is here by
required to intimate to the
undersigned within 14 days from
the date of publication of this
notice of his such claim, if any,
with all supporting documents
failing which the transaction shall
be completed without reference to
such claims, if any, of such person
shall be treated as waived and not
binding on my clients.

THE SCHEDULE ABOVE
REFERRED TO :

Flat No. 4-B, adms. 1390 sq. ft.
(Carpet Area) 04th floor in “A”
Wing, “NEW RIDGE
APARTMENTS CO-OPERATIVE
HOUSING SOCIETY
LIMITED”situate, lying and being
18 Ridge Road, Malabar Hill, Opp.
Sahyadiri Guest House, Mumbai-
400 006. 
Dated this 31st July, 2021

Adv. Sanjeev R. Singh
Advocate High Court
301, J. P. Residency, 

Chinholi Bunder Road,
Malad (West), Mumbai-64

THE MALAD SAHAKARI BANK LIMITED

POSSESSION NOTICE

REGD. & CENTRAL OFFICE : 6, ‘Sujata’, 1st Floor, Rani Sati Marg, Malad (E), 
Mumbai-400 097. Tel. No.: 2883 8636, 2880 8551, 2882 9586, 2882 9948 | 

Fax : 2880 3517 | E-mail : accounts@maladbank.com | Website: www.maladbank.com

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of The Malad Sahakari Bank Limited , 
under the Securitisation & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of 
Security Interest (Second) Ordinance, 2002 (Order 3 of 2002) read with Rule 9 of the 
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002 issued Demand Notice on 30/07/2020 

calling upon the Borrower and Mortgagor M/s Spot on Estates Private Limited, Shri. 

Ashish Sharad Chemburkar (Director, Surety No.1 and Mortgagor), Smt. 

Shushma Ashish Chemburkar (Diretor and Surety No.2), Ms. Riya Ashish 

Chemburkar (Director and Surety No.3) to repay the amount mentioned in the notice 

being Rs.1,99,89,700.83 (Rupees One Crore Ninety Nine Lakhs Eighty Nine 

Thousand Seven Hundred and Paise Eighty Three Only) plus further interest till the 
closure of the account within sixty days from the date of receipt of the notice.
The Borrower, Guarantors and Mortgagors having failed to repay the amount and notice 
is hereby given to the borrower, guarantors and mortgagors and public in general that 
undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property described here in below in 
exercise of the powers conferred on him under section 13(4) of the said ordinance read 
with rule 9 of the said Rule.

Rule - 8(1)

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY LYING THERE IN:

The Ridge Resort

Spot On Estates Private Limited

Non Agricultural Land along with structure (Hotel 1 and 2)

bearing studio no. 101, 103,104,201,202,203,205,301,302,304,305 and 306 in the “ 

A” Wing, 107, 108, 207 and 208 in the “B” Wing constructed on Survey No. 192, 

Hissa/Plot No. 23 admeasuring 379 Sq. Mtr. Survey No. 192, Hissa/Plot No. 24 

admeasuring 378 Sq. Mtr. Now known as “Walden Apartment” situated at Viilage 

Kalamb, Taluka Karjat, District Raigad, Maharashtra owned by Mr. Ashish Sharad 

Chemburkar 
The Borrower, Guarantors, Mortgagors and the public in general are hereby cautioned 
not to deal with the above mentioned property and the dealing with the property will be 
subject to the charge of The Malad Sahakari Bank Limited for an amount of 
Rs.2,18,08,881.83 as on 30.06.2021 plus further interest and other charges thereon.

Date   : 28.07.2021     
Place : Malad Mumbai 

For THE MALAD SAHAKARI BANK LTD. 
Sd/-

Authorised Officer

  

  

PUBLIC NOTICE
Under instructions of my

client, I am investigating the title
of Ms. Kiran Lutharia in respect
of the 5 shares of Rs. 50 each
bearing distinctive numbers 141
to 145 of The Pali Hill Daffodils 
Co-operative Housing Society
Ltd and all beneficial right, title
and interest in Flat No. 505 on
the 5th Floor, in building known
as Daffodils situated at 56, Pali
Hill, Bandra (West), Mumbai-
400 050. Any person or persons
having any claims in respect of
the said shares or the said
premises should send their
claims in writing to the
undersigned with documentary
evidence in support thereof
within 7 days of publication of
this notice, failing which, claims
if any, shall be deemed to have
been waived.

Rajni Divkar
Advocate & Solicitor,

103 A, Ararat Building,
Nagindas Master Road, Fort,

Mumbai 400 001
Place : Mumbai
Date : 31.07.2021

  

  

PUBLIC NOTICE
Under instructions of my

client, I am investigating the title
of Mr. & Mrs. Rohit Gulati in
respect of the 5 shares of Rs. 50
each bearing distinctive
numbers 101 to 105 of The Pali
Hill Daffodils Co-operative
Housing Society Ltd and all
beneficial right, title and interest
in Flat No. 403 on the 4th Floor,
in building known as Daffodils
situated at 56, Pali Hill, Bandra
(West), Mumbai-400 050. Any
person or persons having any
claims in respect of the said
shares or the said premises
should send their claims in
writing to the undersigned with
documentary evidence in
support thereof within 7 days of
publication of this notice, failing
which, claims if any, shall be
deemed to have been waived.

Rajni Divkar
Advocate & Solicitor,

103 A, Ararat Building,
Nagindas Master Road, Fort,

Mumbai 400 001
Place : Mumbai
Date : 31.07.2021

    Under instructions of our clients, 
we are investigating the title of Mr.  
Rishabh  Kumar alias Mr. Rishabh 
Subhash   Kela   in   respect  of  5 
shares  of  Rs  50/-  each  bearing  
distinctive Nos. 81 to 85 issued by 
The     Prbhu    Kutir  Co-operative 
Housing Society  Ltd.   and  all the 
beneficial right, title and interest in   
flat   No. 404  admeasuring  about  
2061   sq. ft.  (carpet)   on   the 4th 
floor   along  with a  closed garage 
No.13 admeasuring about  163 sq. 
ft.  in  the  said   Society's  building 
known as Prabhu  Kutir,  situate at 
15,    Altamount    Road,   Mumbai 
400026 (all collectively hereinafter   
referred  to  as the said Premises).
     Any person having any claim in 
respect  of   the   said Premises or    
any   part   thereof   should   make 
known his / her  claim  in writing to 
the undersigned  with   all relevent           
documentary  evidence  in support 
of such claim,  within  14   days  of 
Publication  of  this  Notice,  failing   
which,   claims,   if   any,       made   
subsequently,  shall be deemed to 
have   been   waived     and   shall   
not  be entertained.

Mumbai dated this 30th day 
of  July 2021

For Malvi Ranchoddas & Co.
Shreekant V. Mehta
Partner
Advocates & Solicitors
404, Raheja Chambers, 4th   floor, 
Free Press Journal Marg, Nariman 
Point, Mumbai 400 021. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

 

  

NOTICE
1) Smt. Anju Vinay Kumar Maingi
and 2) Smt. Darshana Tirathram
Maingi a member of the
Shreepati-IV Kanungo Co-
operative Housing Society Ltd.,
having address at Royal Complex,
Sector No. 10, Poonam Sagar
Complex, Mira Road (E), 1) Smt.
Anju Vinay Kumar Maingi died on
13/05/2021 and 2) Smt. Darshana
Tirthram Maingi died on 10/02/13
without making any nominations.
The society hereby invites claims or
objections from the heir or heirs or
other claimants/objector or
objectors to the transfer of the said
shares and interest of the
deceased members in the capital/
property of the society i.e. Flat No.
003/B wing within a period of 15
days from the publication of this
notice with copies of such
documents and other proofs in
support of his/her/their claims/
objections for transfer of shares and
interest of the deceased members
in the capital/property of the
society. If no claims/objections are
received within a period prescribed
above, the society shall be free to
deal with the shares and interest of
the deceased members in the
capital/property of the society in the
such manner as is provided under
the Bye-laws of the society. The
claims/objections, if any received by
the society for transfer of shares
and interest of the deceased
members in the capital/property of
the society shall be dealt with in the
manner provided under the Bye-
laws of the society. A copy of the
registered Bye-laws of the society
is available for inspection by the
claimants/objectiors, in the office of
the society/with the secretary of the
soceity from the date of publication
of the notice till the date of expirty of
its period.

Sd/-
(Adv. Satnam Singh Rasgotra)

Advocate High Court
Cors. add : 3, Indradhanu 

Palace CHS Ltd., Jogila Market,
Uthalsar, Thane (W), 

Cont. No. 9820367940
Date : 31.07.2021

 

C.R. No. 16
IN THE CITY CIVIL COURT AT

DINDOSHI
AT GOREGAON, MUMBAI

S.C. SUIT NO. 1038 OF 2021
MR. DERRICK DAVID MARIDAS
An Adult, Indian Inhabitant 
Age about 34 years, Occ:Service
Residing at Room No.11,
Chandrikabai Hublal Sharma
Chawl Saibaba Road, Jawahar
Nagar Khar (E), Mumbai-400 051

...Plaintiff 
Versus 

1. Mr. Baijnath Hublal Sharma
Aged about 55 years, Occ.:
Service Residing at Room No. A
9/4, P & T Colony, Vakola,
Santacruz (E) Mumbai -400 029
2. Mr. Jagannath Hublal Sharma
Aged about 49 years, Occ.:
Service
3. Mr. Trilokinath Hublal Sharma
Aged about 46 years Occ.:
Service
4. Mr. Shrinath Hublal Sharma
Aged about 44 Years, 
Occ.: Piecemeal Jobs
5. Mr. Vijaykumar Bholanath
Sharma
Aged about 34 years
Occ.: Piecemeal jobs,
Defendant No.2 to 5 are Indian 
inhabitant and having
permanently address at Room No.
1& 2, 
Chandrikabai Hublal Sharma
Chawl Saibaba Road, Jawahar
Nagar, Khar(E), Mumbai-400051. 
6. Smt. Shakuntala Hindkumar
Sharma
Aged about 52 years, Indian
Inhabitant
Occ.: Service, R/a Room No.8
Ladlibai Chawl, Bhimwada,
Near Ganesh Darshan Building,
Opp. Khira Nagar, S.V. Road,
Santacruz (W), Mumbai-400054
7. Smt. Sharmiladevi Parsuram
Bhatt
Aged about 45 years, Indian
Inhabitant
Occ.: House wife Residing at
Room No. 142. Chawl, Sion, 
Chunabhatti, Mumbai-400022.

...Defendants

To
Mr. Baijnath Hublal Sharma
Residing at Room No. A 9/4, 
P & TColony, Vakola, Santacruz
(E) Mumbai-400 029
The defendant no.1 abovenamed.
Take Notice that, this Hon’ble
Court will be moved before His
Honor Judge Shri. D. B. Mane
presiding in the Court Room
No.16 on 07/08/2021 at 11.00
O’Clock in the forenoon by the
above named Defendants for the
following reliefs:- 
(a) That this Hon’ble Court be
pleased to declared that acts of
the Defendants is illegal, bad in
Law and this Hon’ble Court may
be pleased to grant an order of
permanent injunction restrairning
the Defendants, their servants,
agents, person or persons
claiming  through or them not to
dispossess the Plaintiff and not to
disturb the Possession of the
Plaintiff and not to enter into suit
premises in any manner without
following due process of law in
respect of suit premises i.e. Room
No.11, Chandrikabai Hublal
Sharma Chawl, Saibaba Road,
Jawahar Nagar, Khar (E),
Mumbai-400 051 admeasuring
area 10x10 Sq. ft. without
following the due process of law.
(b) That this Hon’ble Court be
pleased to grant an order of
temporary injunction restraining
the Defendants, their servants,
agents, person or persons
claiming through or them not to
dispossess the Plaintiff and not to
disturb the Possession of the
Plaintiff and not to enter into suit
premises in any manner without
following due process of law in
respect of suit premises i.e. Room
No.11, Chandrikabai Hublal
Sharma Chawl, Saibaba Road,
Jawahar Nagar, Khar (E),
Mumbai-400 051 admeasuring
area 10x10. Sq. ft. without
following the due process of law.
(c) Interim and ad-interim reliefs in
terms of prayer clause (b)
hereinabove granted;
(d) For costs of this suit be
provided;
(e) Any other reliefs as this
Honorable Court may deem fit and
proper. 
Dated  day of 27 July, 2021

Sd/-
Sd/- For Registrar
Sealer City Civil Court,

At. Dindoshi
Manoj Kumar Pandey
Krishnakant Singh
Advocates for Plaintiff
308, Business Classic 
S.V. Road, Behind H.P.
Petrol Pump, Opp. Hanuman .
Temple, Chincholi Fatak Signal,
Malad (W) Mumbai-400 064
Mob. 9022684949



������ �Italian marines' case off to Monday
OUR BUREAU / NEW DELHI: A fresh plea has been moved in the Supreme Court by seven fishermen,
who were on a vessel in February 2012 when their two colleagues were shot dead allegedly by two
Italian marines, seeking their share from the Rs 2 crore compensation awarded to the boat owner. A
bench comprising Justices Indira Banerjee and V Ramasubramanian Friday adjourned the hearing to
August 2 on the plea of the fishermen on the ground that Solicitor General Tushar Mehta was unavailable.
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TN extends lockdown till 
Aug 9, no new relaxations
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Youth shoots BDS female house
surgeon, kills himself
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CBI books Amrapali Biotech, its
directors in bank fraud case
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Venkaiah visits Bharat Biotech's
facility in Hyderabad
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Body of 4-yr-old girl found
stuffed in bag in Gurugram
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DMK pushing for beggar
rehabilitation centres in TN
�����������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
����������

Kerala milk producers get
highest price per litre: Minister
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Covid cases increasing 
in TN: Health minister 
�����������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
����������������������������������

��������������
�������

Amidst controversy on the
chairman's post of  PAC in
West Bengal Legislative As-
sembly, Mukul Roy remained
absent at the first meeting of
the committee.

According to Assembly
sources, Mukul had mailed
Speaker Biman Bandhopad-
hyay that due to some person-
al work he is stuck in the na-
tional capital for which he

can't attend the meeting.
Meanwhile, Suvendu Ad-

hikari said that he doesn't
have hope from the system
and is also planning to move
the court in August.

"In previous instances we
have seen that 33 hearings
happened in a similar case
and by the time a solution
was met another election
knocked the door. We don't
have faith in the system and
we will move the court in Au-
gust over the disqualification

of  Mukul Roy's MLA post,"
said Suvendu.

Notably, today was the sec-
ond hearing of  disqualifica-
tion of  Mukul Roy's MLA post
between Suvendu and Speak-
er Biman Bandhopadhyay.

Asked about his comment
on Mukul's absence in the
first meeting to which the
Leader of  Opposition said
that not those who have ap-
pointed Mukul as chairman
of  PAC are answerable for
this.
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Some ministers are likely
to be dropped from the
Ashok Gehlot Cabinet for
the proposed reshuffle in
Rajasthan. Those who will
be dropped will get a
chance to work in the or-
ganisation. The in-charge
general secretary Ajay
Maken has hinted this af-

ter a two-day one-to-one
feedback exercise with the
MLAs of  the party.  

"There are some minis-
ters who have come for-
ward and told to me that
they are ready to work in
the organisation to
strengthen the party and I
am very thankful to them,"
said Maken while talking
to media before leaving to
Delhi, although he denied

giving the number of  such
ministers and said that
there are many who will-
ing to work for the organi-
sation. 

A Cabinet expansion and
appointments to district
Congress posts is expected
soon, following demands
by supporters of  former
deputy chief  minister
Sachin Pilot for a bigger
share of  power in the state
led by Ashok Gehlot.

"There are people who
are eager to leave govern-
ment positions and work
for the organisation. We
are proud of  such people,"
Maken said, his remarks
indicating that some min-
isters in the Gehlot Cabi-
net may now make way for
fresh faces.

2020 Lockdown: Indian
women worst sufferers
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The 2020 nationwide lockdown
India imposed in response to
the Covid-19 pandemic caused
disruptions that negatively
impacted women's nutrition,
according to a new study from
the Tata-Cornell Institute for
Agriculture and Nutrition.

Published in the journal
Economia Politica, the study
shows that women's dietary di-
versity - the number of  food
groups consumed - declined
during the lockdown com-
pared to the same period in
2019. Most concerningly, the
drop was due to decreased con-
sumption of  foods like meats,
eggs, vegetables and fruits,
which are rich in micronutri-
ents that are crucial to good
health and development.

"Women's diets were lacking

in diverse foods even before
the pandemic, but COVID-19
has further exacerbated the
situation," said Soumya Gup-
ta, a research economist at
TCI who coauthored the study
along with Prabhu Pingali,
TCI director; Mathew Abra-
ham, assistant director; and
consultant Payal Seth. "Any
policies addressing the impact
of  the pandemic on nutrition-
al outcomes must do so
through a gendered lens that
reflects the specific, and often
persistent, vulnerabilities
faced by women."

The Indian government in-
stituted a national lockdown
to slow down the spread of
Covid-19 on March 24, 2020.
Disruptions to agricultural
supply chains subsequently
led to price fluctuations, espe-
cially for nonstaple foods. The

lockdown was lifted on May
30, 2020, though some restric-
tions remained in certain ar-
eas of  the country.

TCI analyzed surveys of  food
expenditures, dietary diversi-
ty and other nutrition indica-
tors at the national, state and
district levels in the states of
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Odisha. They found that food
expenditures significantly de-
clined during the lockdown,
especially in less developed
districts. Nearly 90% of  sur-
vey respondents reported hav-
ing less food, while 95% said
they consumed fewer types of
food. The largest drop in food
expenditures was for mi-
cronutrient-rich fresh and
dried fruits, as well as animal
products such as meat, fish
and eggs.
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Senior Karnataka BJP
leader Basanagouda Patil
Yatnal, known for pungent
remarks on BS Yediyurap-
pa, on Friday said that the
party doesn't need to listen
to everything that the for-
mer Chief  Minister says.

The five-time MLA and
former Union Minister
hinted that the party will
take its own decisions in
connection with cabinet
formation.

"Party will not take dik-
tats from Yediyurappa. The
party didn't need to bring
him down if  it would have
listened to all that he said,"
he said.

Yatnal maintained that
Yediyurappa was deter-
mined to see to it that he

did not get the plum post.
Training his guns on Lin-

gayat seers who supported
Yediyurappa, he claimed
that they reduced them-
selves to 'chelas' (disciples)
of  Yediyurappa, and asked
them to "focus on issues
like love jihad and gohatya
(cow slaughter)". He
warned that if  the inexpe-
rienced are given power in
the government, the party
will pay a heavy price.
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The Assam Police has sum-
moned Mizoram's lone Rajya
Sabha MP K Vanlalvena on Au-
gust 1 for questioning over his al-
leged "threatening statement" in
connection with the Monday vio-
lence along the interstate border,
and pasted a notice at his Delhi
residence. The Assam Police also
said it will take "lawful action"
against Vanlalvena who had al-
legedly made a "threatening"
statement over the border clash
in which five policemen and a
civilian were killed.

Official sources said a team of
Assam Police CID, which has ar-
rived in Delhi, visited Vanlalve-
na's residence and the Mizoram
House looking for him without
any success.

Sources said Vanlalvena is be-
lieved to be avoiding the team.
The MP was not available for
comments.

Since the Resident Commis-
sioner of  Mizoram reportedly re-
fused to receive any notice
served on Vanlalvena to join the
Assam Police investigation, the
CID team pasted the notice on
his residence.

"It has come to light that you
have given a threatening state-

ment in media targetting civil
and police officials in connection
with the incident which is a sub-
ject matter of  investigation.

"Therefore, there are reason-
able grounds to question you to
ascertain facts and circum-
stances from you," the Assam Po-
lice notice read.

The Mizoram MP has been
asked to appear before the Offi-
cer-In-Charge of  the Dholai po-
lice station in Assam's Cachar

district at 11 am on August 1
"without fail".

Mizo Zirlai Pawl, a Mizo stu-
dent body, accused the Assam
government of  "threatening"
Vanlalvena, a former president
of  the outfit.

"He has been conspired,
blamed and charged against dif-
ferent criminal cases in connec-
tion with the Assam-Mizoram
border conflict. Any problem
should not happen to him. This
is also information to Himanta
Biswa Sarma, the CM of  Assam,"
the MZP said in a written state-
ment.

Sources said police do not re-
quire the approval of  the Speak-
er or Rajya Sabha Chairman to
record an MP's statement, but
need their permission, as the
case may be, before arresting an
MP.
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HC to hear in Aug
pleas of FB,
WhatsApp 
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The Delhi High Court Friday said it will hear
on August 27 the pleas by Facebook and
WhatsApp challenging the new IT rules for
social media intermediaries, requiring the
messaging app to "trace" chats and make pro-
visions to identify the first originator of in-
formation, on the ground that they violate
the right to privacy and are unconstitutional.

A bench of  Chief  Justice D N Patel and Jus-
tice Jyoti Singh listed the matter for August
27 after Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, rep-
resenting the Centre, said he was in some dif-
ficulty and urged the court to adjourn the
hearing. The request was not opposed by sen-
ior advocates Harish Salve and Mukul Rohat-
gi, appearing for WhatsApp and Facebook re-
spectively.

The new Information Technology (Interme-
diary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021 were announced by the gov-
ernment on February 25 and requires large
social media platforms like Twitter, Face-
book, Instagram and WhatsApp to comply
with the norms by May 25.
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The Madras High Court on Friday
permitted private unaided schools in
Tamil Nadu to collect 85 per cent of
the annual fees for the year 2021-22 in
six installments from students whose
parents had not suffered loss of  in-
come during the Covid-19 pandemic
period.

This, provided the schools conduct-
ed the online classes without any hin-
drance, the court said.

Parents who have suffered loss of
income during this period shall make
an application to the school manage-
ment, who shall consider their re-
quest and collect 75 per cent of  the
fees, as per a circular by the Commis-
sioner of  School Education for 2021-
2022, in six instalments.

Justice D Krishnakumar issued di-
rections to this effect today while dis-
posing of  a batch of  over 45 writ peti-
tions from the Federation of  Associa-
tion of  Private Schools in Tamil
Nadu (FAPSIT).
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Amid rising Covid cases in
Karnataka, its new chief
minister Basavaraj Bom-
mai on Friday said there is
a need to tighten the bor-
ders and take measures to
put in place compulsory
testing to stop the spread of
the virus.

Bommai also said the Kar-
nataka government will
further strengthen the
state's health infrastruc-
ture to combat the current
wave of  the pandemic. In-
teracting with reporters be-
fore meeting Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh,
the Karnataka CM said he
was here to meet the prime
minister, the BJP chief  and
other Union ministers to
thank them and seek their
blessings.

SOME MINISTERS LIKELY
BE DROPPED FROM
GEHLOT CABINET

BJP should not 
listen to everything

BSY says: BJP leader
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Heavy rains were recorded in
some parts of  Rajasthan in the
last 24 hours. More than 100 mm
rain was recorded at 5 places in
eastern and western Rajasthan
including 265 mm rain in Shri
Mahaveerji in Karauli district.
The Met department has issued a
red alert for Baran and Jhalawar
districts for the next 24 hours. 

The monsoon activity has in-
creased in the state and dis-
tricts like Karauli, Alwar,
Dausa, Bharatpur had received

widespread rain during the last
24 hours. There was nonstop 10-
hour rain activity in Shree Ma-
haveerji in Karauli district and
waterlogging was reported in
some of  the villages. A car with
4 passengers got stuck in a riv-
er near Masalpur in the district
and villagers rescued them. Be-
sides this Sikar, Churu and
some other places have also got
good rains.

According to the Met Office,
this rainfall activity will contin-
ue for the next 3 days and some
places will receive heavy to very
heavy rain during this period.  

Heavy rain in some parts of Rajasthan

Mukul absent from first meeting of PAC



NATION 7Italian marines' case off to Monday
OUR BUREAU / NEW DELHI: A fresh plea has been moved in the Supreme Court by seven fishermen,
who were on a vessel in February 2012 when their two colleagues were shot dead allegedly by two
Italian marines, seeking their share from the Rs 2 crore compensation awarded to the boat owner. A
bench comprising Justices Indira Banerjee and V Ramasubramanian Friday adjourned the hearing to
August 2 on the plea of the fishermen on the ground that Solicitor General Tushar Mehta was unavailable.
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News from South

Vehicles crushed under a collapsed wall at a parking
place, following rains, in Mandi, on Friday PTI

TN extends lockdown till 
Aug 9, no new relaxations
CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin
on Friday announced the extension of Covid-19
lockdown till August 9, without any further
relaxations. The present lockdown comes to an
end on July 31. Stalin chaired a meeting here to
discuss the Covid-19 spread in Tamil Nadu and
neighbouring states and the steps to be taken. He
said the meeting also discussed the risk of higher
Covid spread due to gathering of people at certain
places due to the relaxations announced earlier,
and urged District Collectors and police officials
to take strong action in case of lockdown
violations.

Youth shoots BDS female house
surgeon, kills himself
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: In a shocking
incident, a youth Rakhin on Friday barged into the
house of Manasa, a 24-year-old house surgeon in
Bachelor of Dental Science (BDS) in Kerala's
Ernakulam district, shot the girl and then killed
himself. Bijesh, the CEO of the Dental College,
said the incident occurred at Kothamangalam
where Manasa was doing her house surgency.
"The police after speaking to the parents of
Manasa said the youth Rakhin hailed from the
same place as their daughter in Kannur. There
were some issues between the two and he was
warned by the police at Kannur in the past," Bijesh
added.

CBI books Amrapali Biotech, its
directors in bank fraud case
NEW DELHI: The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has registered a case against
Delhi-based Amrapali Biotech India Pvt Ltd and
others including its directors in a bank fraud case
and carried out searches at their premises. A CBI
spokesperson said that the agency registered a
case on a complaint from the Punjab National
Bank, and erstwhile Oriental Bank of Commerce
against the Amrapali Biotech India and others,
including its Directors Sunil Kumar, Sudhir Kumar
Chaudhary, Ram Vivek Singh, Seema Kumari, and
Sunita Kumari, on the allegations of fraud.

Venkaiah visits Bharat Biotech's
facility in Hyderabad
HYDERABAD: Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu
on Friday visited vaccine maker Bharat Biotech's
manufacturing facility at Genome Valley near here.
There is no room for vaccine hesitancy.
Vaccination drive against Covid-19 should become
pan-India 'Jan Andolan' with increased
participation from all sections of the people, he
said according to a series of tweets from the vice
president's Secretariat. "..Shri Naidu was briefed
on the processes for the development of various
life-saving vaccines. #BharatBiotech," a tweet
said.

Body of 4-yr-old girl found
stuffed in bag in Gurugram
GURUGRAM: The body of a four-year-old girl
was found stuffed in a bag near the Kisan Bhawan
in the Khandsa Anaz Mandi area here, the police
said on Friday. The identity of the deceased is yet
to be ascertained, the police said. A passerby
spotted the body and informed the cops on
Thursday morning. "On getting the information,
we rushed to the spot with our forensic team and
dog squad and found a minor's body stuffed in a
bag. The body was decomposing and appeared to
be a day or two old," said a police officer.

DMK pushing for beggar
rehabilitation centres in TN
CHENNAI: The DMK government in Tamil Nadu
under Chief Minister MK Stalin is in the process of
rehabilitating the beggars in the state. The
Supreme Court had stated in a recent verdict that
begging cannot be banned through legislation,
adding that the court cannot take an "elitist" view
in the matter. Taking a cue from the Supreme
Court observation, the Tamil Nadu government is
planning to open rehabilitation centres across
districts.

Kerala milk producers get
highest price per litre: Minister
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Dairy farmers in
Kerala get Rs 36 for a litre milk, which is the best
procurement price in the country, state Animal
Husbandry, Dairy Development, and Milk Co-
operatives Minister J Chinchurani said on Friday. In
his address at the launch function of Kerala State
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation's (Milma)
homogenised toned milk sachet (525 ml/Rs 25),
she said that the state-owned Milma has been
instrumental in achieving the goal of self-
sufficiency in milk production in Kerala.

Covid cases increasing 
in TN: Health minister 
TAMIL NADU: Tamil Nadu Health Minister Ma
Subramanian has said that Covid-19 cases in the
state have been increasing for the last 3 days. "No
of Covid cases has been increasing in the last 3
days. RT-PCR tests have increased. The state
recorded 1,859 fresh cases compared to 1,756
cases. Unfortunately, many people are not
wearing face masks. Vigilance in TN-Kerala border
is increased", said the minister. Kerala has
witnessed a rise in Covid cases as well. It
recorded 22,064 new cases on Thursday, with a
positivity rate of 13.53 per cent.

ARITRA SINGHA / Kolkata

Amidst controversy on the
chairman's post of  PAC in
West Bengal Legislative
Assembly, Mukul Roy re-
mained absent at the first
meeting of  the committee.

According to Assembly
sources, Mukul had
mailed Speaker Biman
Bandhopadhyay that due
to some personal work he
is stuck in the national
capital for which he can't
attend the meeting.

Meanwhile, Suvendu Ad-
hikari said that he doesn't
have hope from the system
and is also planning to
move the court in August.

"In previous instances

we have seen that 33 hear-
ings happened in a similar
case and by the time a so-
lution was met another
election knocked the door.
We don't have faith in the
system and we will move
the court in August over
the disqualification of
Mukul Roy's MLA post,"
said Suvendu.

Notably, today was the
second hearing of  disqual-
ification of  Mukul Roy's
MLA post between Suven-
du and Speaker Biman
Bandhopadhyay.

Asked about his com-
ment on Mukul's absence
in the first meeting to
which the Leader of  Oppo-
sition said that not those

who have appointed
Mukul as chairman of
PAC are answerable for
this.

"Technically the speaker
appoints the PAC chairman.
But in this case the nomina-
tion was sent to him by the
Chief  Minister and he had
approved it. It is quite clear
that the TMC has no inter-
est in the PAC. So, the ex-
penses of  the state get
unchecked. It is quite evi-
dent now why they opposed
the appointment of  BJP's
Ashok Lahiri, an economist
from the London School of
Economics. This does not
happen in any other state,"
claimed the Leader of  Op-
position.

K’taka to put in place
compulsory Covid
testing: Bommai

NEW DELHI: Amid rising
Covid cases in Karnataka, its
new chief  minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Friday said there is
a need to tighten the borders
and take measures to put in
place compulsory testing to
stop the spread of  the virus.

Bommai also said the Kar-
nataka government will further
strengthen the state's health in-
frastructure to combat the cur-
rent wave of  the pandemic. In-
teracting with reporters before
meeting Union Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, the Karnata-
ka CM said he was here to meet
the prime minister, the BJP
chief  and other Union minis-
ters to thank them and seek
their blessings.

Mukul absent from first PAC meeting 

NEW DELHI: Shiromani Aka -
li Dal, NCP, Shiv Sena and
some other opposition par-
ties, including the Left, have
written to Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla for a Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee (JPC)
probe to ascertain the details
of  farmer deaths during the
“Kisan Andolan” against
three farm laws.

In a letter to the speaker,
leaders of  various parties, in-
cluding SAD, Shiv Sena, NCP,
BSP, JKNC, RLP, CPI and CPI-
M, have urged his interven-
tion in the matter. The letter
came in the wake of  Agricul-
ture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar’s statement that
the Centre has no knowledge
of  farmer deaths.

The Opposition leaders said
the minister’s statement has

hurt the sentiments of  the
farming community across
the country and he should
apologise as he has insulted
the farmers.

They said Tomar has stated
in Parliament the Centre
does not have any record of
the farmers who died during
the ongoing Kisan Andolan
at Delhi’s borders.

Leaders of  SAD and other
parties are set to meet the
president on Saturday morn-
ing. “It is shocking the ‘an-
nadaata’ was subjected to
this insult, despite clear-cut
recorded proof  of  hundreds

of  farmers being martyred
during the Kisan Andolan. It
is even more appalling that
the agriculture minister has
gone on record to say neither
a study has been conducted to
verify the numbers of  these
farmer deaths nor a study to
understand the apprehen-
sions in the minds of  farmers
regarding the three farm
laws,” the leaders said.

Oppn parties seek JPC probe to ascertain
details of farmers’ deaths during protest

Contract Farming
Act will ruin rural
eco: Kisan Sansad

Will the govt give up
its ostrich-like attitude
and agree to the

Oppn’s demand for a full
discussion in Parliament
on misuse of Pegasus 
spyware in India? How
long can the govt duck and
hide and scoot when all
that the Oppn wants is a
full debate?

—P CHIDAMBARAM,
CONGRESS LEADER

‘
� ISRO-NASA satellite project
NISER proposed will be launched
early 2023: Jitendra Singh

� 70 cases of Delta Plus variant
found in genome sequencing in
India, Lok Sabha told

� Commission for Air Quality
Management in NCR and
Adjoining Areas Bill introduced
in LS; lower house adjourned

� RS adjourned till Monday
amid oppn protest

� Pegasus spyware 'non-issue';
govt ready to discuss matters
related to people: Joshi

� Govt will set up centres for
women in crisis internationally:
Smriti Irani

� Venkaiah Naidu expresses
concern over ‘whistling’ in RS

IN PARLIAMENT

No death due to oxygen
shortage: Venugopal

moves privilege notice
Congress MP KC Venugo -

pal on Friday said in the
Rajya Sabha that he has
mo ved a privilege notice
against Minister of State for
Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar. “I have moved
privilege notice against the
minister as the House has
been misled,” Venugopal
said. To this, Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu said he is
examining it and the
minister’s response has
been sought.

OUR BUREAU / New Delhi

The Kisan Sansad, being held at Jantar Mantar
by the Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) despite
flooding by heavy rain, passed a resolution,
after 2 days of deliberations on July 28-29,
urging the Indian Parliament to repeal the
Farmers Agreement on Price Assurance and
Farm Services Act, 2020, described shortly as
the Contract Farming Act. Rejecting the law, it
questioned the government’s policy to
excluding the landless farmers in its agri-
digitisation plans and linking entitlements to
only the landed farmers, which is “clearly
against the National Policy for Farmers,
2017.” It resolved “full protection be offered to
uphold farmers’ interests (economic viability,
environmental sustainability and social equity)
in all marke ting options for them, such that any
contract farming option is only based on prior
informed consent, on par with other options
available to a farmer and not on coercion.

“Further, strong regulation should be put in
place at the state level which protects the
small farmers from predatory contract farming,
which fixes clear accountability and liability on
the companies which ent er into the contract
farm ing arrangements, which sti pulates the
companies should provide at least the MSP to
farmers, which ensures access to justice for the
farmers and speedy resolution of cases where
farmers face losses due to exploitative
practices of the companies, and which
removes any provisions which enable
corporate takeover of the farmers’ lands,” the
resolution added.

Assam cops summon
Mizo MP, paste notice

at Delhi home

BORDER CLASHES

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Assam Police has sum-
moned Mizoram's lone Rajya
Sabha MP K Vanlalvena on
August 1 for questioning over
his alleged "threatening state-
ment" in connection with the
Monday violence along the in-
terstate border, and pasted a
notice at his Delhi residence.
The Assam Police also said it
will take "lawful action"
against Vanlalvena who had
allegedly made a "threaten-
ing" statement over the bor-
der clash in which five police-
men and a civilian were
killed.

Official sources said a team
of  Assam Police CID, which
has arrived in Delhi, visited
Vanlalvena's residence and
the Mizoram House looking
for him without any success.

Sources said Vanlalvena is
believed to be avoiding the
team. The MP was not avail-
able for comments.

Since the Resident Commis-
sioner of  Mizoram reportedly
refused to receive any notice
served on Vanlalvena to join
the Assam Police investiga-
tion, the CID team pasted the
notice on his residence.

"It has come to light that you
have given a threatening
statement in media targetting
civil and police officials in
connection with the incident
which is a subject matter of
investigation.

"Therefore, there are rea-
sonable grounds to question
you to ascertain facts and cir-
cumstances from you," the As-
sam Police notice read. The
Mizoram MP has been asked
to appear before the Officer-
In-Charge of  the Dholai police
station in Assam's Cachar dis-
trict at 11 am on August 1
"without fail".

Mizo Zirlai Pawl, a Mizo stu-
dent body, accused the Assam
government of  "threatening"
Vanlalvena, a former presi-
dent of  the outfit. "He has
been conspired, blamed and
charged against different
criminal cases in connection
with the Assam-Mizoram bor-
der conflict. Any problem
should not happen to him.
This is also information to Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, the CM
of  Assam," the MZP said in a
written statement.

Vanlalvena had allegedly
made threatening statement
in media targetting civil &

police officials

Row took aggressive turn under BJP
govt in Assam: Meghalaya MP to PM

SHILLONG: Meghalaya Lok Sabha MP Vincent H Pala on
Friday wrote to PM Modi, stating interstate boundary
clashes have not just been on the rise of  late, but have tak-
en an aggressive turn under the newly sworn-in BJP gov-
ernment in Assam. Provocations and aggressive posturing
at the interstate borders is perilous to healthy neighbourly
relations, Pala maintained.

MANISH GODHA / Jaipur

Some ministers may be dropped from the
Ashok Gehlot government in the proposed cab-
inet reshuffle in Rajasthan. Those who will be
dropped will get a chance to work in the party
organisation. In-charge general secretary Ajay
Maken dropped a hint about it after a 2-day-
long one-to-one feedback exercise with party
MLAs.  

“There are some ministers who have come
forward and said they are ready to work in the

organisation to strengthen the party and I am
thankful to them,” Maken told the media before
leaving for Delhi.

Giving no details, he said many leaders are
willing to work for the organisation. He will
submit a report to Congress high command.

Notably, Maken was in Jaipur for the last 3
days and had to hold one-to-one meetings with
115 party  MLAs and those supporting the gov-
ernment. He also met CM Ashok Gehlot and
speaker CP Joshi in Jaipur and Sachin Pilot in
Delhi.  It was an exercise to get feedback on the

performance of  ministers and development
schemes of  the government and if  reports are
to be believed, Maken got negative feedback for
some of  the ministers, although state health
minister Raghu Sharma denied any such feed-
back.  He said, “All ministers are doing a great
job. The names that have appeared in the media
are planted and if  they are happy with the
headlines let them be.” Sources said the exer-
cise indica tes the reshuffle may take place so on
and 5-6 ministers of  total 21 may be dropped
and 10 new ministers can be inducted.

Raj Cabinet Rejig: Some ministers may be dropped

RASHMI SHARMA
Lucknow

With politics for the forthcom-
ing Assembly poll heating up
in UP, political parties are too
getting bitter and engaged in a
verbal duel. With focus on
Brahmin votes, the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) accused the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) of  harassing the commu-
nity. Reportedly, BSP general
secretary SC Mishra termed
the BJP as a Brahmin killer.

In the Prabuddh (intellectu-
als) convention of  the BSP in
Amethi on Friday, Mishra said,
“A large number Brahmins
were slained during the BJP
regime. The BSP is organising
the conventions in all districts

of  UP to mobilise Brahmin vot-
ers in its favour.” Mishra has
been tasked to woo Brahmin
voters in BSP favour. Address-
ing one such convention at
Amethi, Mishra recalled the

encounter of  dreaded criminal
Vikas Dubey and said during
the BJP regime the vehicles of
Brahmins were overturned to
kill them. The BSP general sec-
retary said, “The BJP remem-
bers Brahmins during the elec-
tions only. It seeks votes and do-
nations in the name of  temple.” 

Reacting sharply and asking
him to take his words back,
BJP spokesperson Anila Singh
said, “The entire Brahmin

community is with the BJP
and there should be no confu-
sion.” She said the BSP would
not gain anything by organis-
ing such conventions and giv-
ing controversial statements.

Importantly, in 2007 UP As-
sembly poll, BSP had given a
large number of  tickets to
Brahmins and 41 of  them had
won. Dubbing it social engi-
neering, BSP supremo
Mayawati had given due promi-
nence to the community in her
government. 

The party wants to repeat this
formula and grab power with
the Dalit-Brahmin combina-
tion. Sensing annoyance of
Brahmins with the ruling BJP,
other parties too have started a
similar exercise.

BJP Brahmin killer: BSP

MISSION UP

Vedanta begins winding
off ops at Sterlite plant
N CHITHRA / CHENNAI: Vedanta on Fri-
day commenced the winding off  opera-
tions at the Sterlite Copper oxygen
plant as the Tamil Nadu Government
refused to extend permission for gen-
eration of  oxygen. The copper smelter
plant in Thoothukudi was shut down
and sealed 3 years ago following
protests by locals who accused the
plant of  causing pollution. As many as
13 persons were killed in police firing
and scores hurt.

During the onset of  the second wave
when there was a crisis of  medical oxy-
gen, the Supreme Court had allowed
Sterlite to operate its oxygen plant un-
der monitored circumstances for 3
months. The permission period will
end on Saturday. With oxygen supply
now no longer an issue, the plant
would have to wind up. 

2020 lockdown: Women worst sufferers
OUR BUREAU / New Delhi

The 2020 nationwide lockdown
India imposed in response to
the Covid-19 pandemic caused
disruptions that negatively im-
pacted women's nutrition, ac-
cording to a new study from
the Tata-Cornell Institute for
Agriculture and Nutrition.

Published in the journal
Economia Politica, the study
shows that women's dietary di-
versity - the number of  food
groups consumed - declined
during the lockdown compared
to the same period in 2019.
Most concerningly, the drop

was due to decreased consump-
tion of  foods like meats, eggs,
vegetables and fruits, which
are rich in micronutrients that
are crucial to good health and
development.

"Women's diets were lacking
in diverse foods even before
the pandemic, but COVID-19
has further exacerbated the
situation," said Soumya Gupta,
a research economist at TCI
who coauthored the study
along with Prabhu Pingali,
TCI director; Mathew Abra-
ham, assistant director; and
consultant Payal Seth. "Any
policies addressing the impact

of  the pandemic on nutritional
outcomes must do so through a
gendered lens that reflects the
specific, and often persistent,
vulnerabilities faced by
women."

The Indian government insti-
tuted a national lockdown to
slow down the spread of  Covid-
19 on March 24, 2020. Disrup-
tions to agricultural supply
chains subsequently led to
price fluctuations, especially
for nonstaple foods. The lock-
down was lifted on May 30,
2020, though some restrictions
remained in certain areas of
the country.




