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India draws R-Day...
He said the temporary measures with regard to internet access in certain parts of the

National Capital Region(NCR) were therefore understandably undertaken to prevent fur-
ther violence. The MEA Spokesperson emphasised that it is important to see the comments
by the US in the context in which they were made. "We have taken note of comments of
the US State Department. It is important to see such comments in the context in which they
were made and in their entirety," he said. "As you can see, the US state department has
acknowledged steps being taken by India towards agricultural reforms." He also said any
protests must be seen in the context of India's democratic ethos and polity, and the on-
going efforts of the Government and the concerned farmer groups to resolve the impasse.
Earlier, the State Department in Washington and the US embassy in Delhi made nearly
identical statements in response to media questions on the protests. "We recognise that
peaceful protests are a hallmark of any thriving democracy, and note that the Indian
Supreme Court has stated the same. We encourage that any differences between the par-
ties be resolved through dialogue," a spokesperson of the US embassy said. Multiple
rounds of talks between the Government and the farmer unions have remained dead-
locked. The protests at the Delhi borders for repeal of the three contentious agri laws that
was enacted in September last began on November 28. "In general, the United States wel-
comes steps that would improve the efficiency of India's markets and attract greater pri-
vate sector investment," the state department official said, indicating that the new Biden
administration is supportive of the Indian government's move to reform the agricultural
sector. On the issue of restrictions on internet services at the protest sites, the US embassy
spokesperson said: "We recognise that unhindered access to information, including the in-
ternet, is fundamental to the freedom of expression and a hallmark of a thriving democ-
racy." The responses by the new US administration came close on the heels of tweets by
American pop singer Rihanna and climate activist Greta Thunberg extending their support
to the farmers that put the raging protests in global spotlight. Besides Rihanna and Thun-
berg, several other prominent personalities including Meena Harris, an American lawyer
and niece of US Vice President Kamala Harris, actress Amanda Cerni, singers Jay Sean, Dr
Zeus and former adult star Mia Khalifa too voiced their support to the protesting farmers.
In a strong response to the remarks made by the international celebrities, the MEA on
Wednesday said the "temptation" of sensationalist social media hashtags and comments
is "neither accurate nor responsible". At the media briefing, Srivastava also said that India
has issued a mutual legal assistance request to the US for investigation in the matter of
'Sikhs for Justice and Referendum 2020'.

One's threat today...
The US and China are currently engaged in a bitter confrontation over various issues, in-
cluding the aggressive military moves in the disputed South China Sea.   In his address,
Singh said IOR countries have together demonstrated their mutual respect for a rules based
order, setting an example of how abiding with international law will enable harnessing
the global commons for the good of all. He said the conclave is an initiative to promote
dialogue in an institutional and cooperative environment that can foster the development
of peace, stability and prosperity in the IOR. India being the largest country and having a
vast coastline of 7500 Km in the IOR region, has to play an active role for peaceful and
prosperous co-existence of all IOR countries, he said. "We all have a shared asset, that is,
the Indian Ocean,"  Singh said. "It is an important lifeline to international trade and trans-
port as it commands control of major sea-lanes carrying half of the worlds container ships,
one third of the worlds bulk cargo traffic and two thirds of the worlds oil shipments." The
present maritime security scenario in IOR is posing a number of challenges such as piracy,
smuggling of drugs/people and arms, humanitarian and disaster relief, and Search & Res-
cue (SAR).   Maritime collaboration and co-operation among IOR countries can help meet
these challenges effectively and efficiently and ensure peace and stability in the region.
"We, therefore, have to join hands in looking at these threats in unison, because ones
threat today may be anothers tomorrow," he said. "In order to synergise efforts of all IOR
countries to ensure safety and security in this region, it is high time that we take our econ-
omy, trade, naval cooperation and collaboration to the higher level," Singh added. Ac-
cording to an official statement, Defence Ministers, Ambassadors, High Commissioners and
senior officials from 27 of 28 countries from the region attended the event physically or in
virtual mode.

Rs 14 cr assets...
He is contesting extradition to India. The two, their family members and employees, bank
officials and others were booked by the ED and the CBI in 2018 for perpetrating the al-
leged fraud in the Brady House branch of the PNB in Mumbai.  It was alleged that Chok-
si, his firm Gitanjali Gems and others "committed the offence of cheating against the Pun-
jab National Bank in connivance with certain bank officials by fraudulently getting the LOUs
(letters of undertaking) issued and got the FLCs (foreign letter of credit) enhanced without
following prescribed procedure and caused a wrongful loss to the bank". The ED said its
probe found that "PNB bank officials in connivance with Choksi, Gitanjali Gems and oth-
ers originally issued FLCs for smaller amount within the sanctioned limit and once FLC
number was generated, the same number was used for amendment by way of enhance-
ment of FLC and increase in the amount and such enhancement of amount was done at
4-5 times higher value of the original FLC amount". "Such amendments were done outside
the CBS system and hence it was not captured in the books of bank," the ED alleged. It
was found, the ED claimed, that the "branch (Brady House branch) was holding documents
of original FLC amount and no import documents of such increased amount were found in
the branch and much of fraudulent FLCs payments have gone to liquidate the overseas ex-
porters' liability arising out of earlier FLCs/discounting of bills". The agency has earlier at-
tached a total of Rs 2,550 crore worth assets of Modi and Choksi in this case.
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OUR BUREAU / New Delhi

The Opposition has taken a
dual stand in Parliament, join-
ing the debate in the Rajya Sab-
ha since Wednesday on the mo-
tion of  thanks to the President
for his address to a joint session
while its Lok Sabha members
continued to create a ruckus in
the Lok Sabha forcing repeated
adjournments. 

The only concession the Op-
position took from Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu was to extend the debate
from 10 to 15 hours and allow
them to raise the issue of  the
farmers agitating on Delhi's
borders since past 71 days.
Prime Minister Modi was also
present in the debate on
Wednesday and he is slated to
reply on Monday.

The Opposition, led by the
Congress, insisted on a sepa-
rate debate in the Lok Sabha

on the farmers' issue and then
alone allow the debate on the
motion of  thanks, which Par-
liamentary Minister Pralhad
Joshi termed as an "insult" to
the President for putting any-
thing above him as a priority.

Former Congress President
Rahul Gandhi, who chaired a

meeting of  the leaders of  the
Opposition parties in the Lok
Sabha, affirmed that they were
insisting on a separate discus-
sion on the farmers' demand for
repeal of  the three controversial
farm laws and they will not
agree to merge into the motion
of  thanks to the President.

IN THE PARLIAMENT...

Joins debates in Rajya Sabha, but continues to create ruckus in Lok Sabha over farmers’ issue

Lok Sabha  proceedings adjourned thrice
NEW DELHI: Lok Sabha
proceedings were
disrupted for the third
consecutive day on
Thursday as protests by
Opposition members
demanding a separate
discussion on the three
contentious farm laws
created uproar, leading to
repeated adjournments of
the House.

MP Meenakshi Lekhi raises placards
during Budget Session of Parliament.

ARITRA SINGHA / Kolkata

West Bengal Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee got angry
with the crowd as a few
among the audience urged
for more developmental
works in the state.  

“The BJP purposely plants
people to disrupt my rallies.
The dates of  the election will
be announced in a couple of
days. Now, I cannot do so
many things and for that if  a
section of  people doesn’t
want to vote for TMC, I am
not bothered,” mentioned the
angry chief  minister.  

Her nephew Abhishek,
however, was seen pacifying
the crowd saying all the de-
mands will be met after the
chief  minister’s speech.     In-
cidentally, something similar
had happened at the chief
minister’s rally in Purulia
last month, where a section
of  people started shouting
their demands as soon as Ma-
mata Banerjee started her
speech.        Taking a jibe at
the BJP, Abhishek said the
party is playing ‘communal’
politics and is not worried
about the ‘well-being’ of  the
people. 

Vande Matram recital clips 
enter Guinness Book 

SRAWAN SHUKLA/ LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment entered into the Guinness Book of  World Records again
when over 1.4 lakh students recited Vande Matram while stand-
ing in salute position during the Chauri Chaura centenary cel-
ebrations. The Principal Secretary Culture and Tourism
Mukesh Meshram claimed that it took China 29 days to create
a record for largest online video album with 10,369 video clips
while Uttar Pradesh broke it in just an hour.

He said that over 1.4 lakh videos of  students singing Vande
Matram in salute position from 75 districts were already up-
loaded on the link provided by the Guinness Book of  World
records on Wednesday between 10 am and 8 pm to break the
world record with huge margin and set a new record in its
name “Many thousands more videos were uploaded till 12 noon
on Thursday. An audit of  the videos uploaded on the website is
on and the Guinness Book of  World Records authorities will
announce the final tally on Friday,” said Meshram.

Mamata loses cool as
audience shouts demand

Cong worried about minority votes 
KOLKATA: Congress leader Abdul Mannan has written to party
high command Sonia Gandhi seeking permission to form an
alliance with Furfura Serif cleric Abbas Siddiqui’s newly floated
political party Indian Secular Front.  In the letter, Leader of
Opposition in West Bengal Assembly Mannan pointed out that
minority voters have shifted away from the Congress which was
evident from the last parliamentary election 2019.    
The letter also had a mention that Congress has been uprooted
from all Muslim-dominated assembly constituencies’ including
districts such as Malda, Murshidabad and Uttar Dinajpur, once
considered to be the Congress citadel.   

IAF to get 1st delivery of Tejas by March 2024
AGENCIES
Bengaluru

R Madhavan, chairman and
managing director of  Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL), on
Thursday, said that they will de-
liver Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Tejas to Indian Air Force
(IAF) by March 2024.

"As per the contract, we are to
start delivery of  LCA (Light

Combat Aircraft) by 36 months
from today. The first delivery
will be by March 2024. 
In the first year, there will be de-
livery of  two aircraft which will
be ramped up to 16. 
Total supply time, post first de-
livery is 6 years," Madhavan said
at a press conference in Ben-
galuru. 

"We faced issues due to lock-
down in the first two quarters.

The first quarter was completely
washed out. But till the third
quarter, we recovered. So finan-
cially or otherwise, we will
reach the target set for the year,
as per pre-Covid times," he
added.

This comes after a contract to
manufacture 83 LCA Tejas fight-
ers was handed over to the HAL
by the Defence Ministry at the
Aero India 2021 in Bengaluru.

Maha Assembly Speaker quits,
may be named state Cong chief

MUMBAI: Maharashtra Assembly Speaker Nana F Patole re-
signed from his post here on Thursday evening. He submitted
his resignation to Deputy Speaker Narhari S Zhirwal, after a
tenure of  nearly 14 months in the august post.

The development comes ahead of  the 57-year old Patole's
likely appointment as the new President of  Maharashtra
Pradesh Congress Committee, according to party sources.

"The Congress high-command has asked me to step down
from as the Speaker, which I have done accordingly... I thank
the party leadership for allowing me to serve as Speaker for
the people of the state," he said in brief remarks after quit-
ting. When queried whether he would be named the next
MPCC chief, Patole guardedly said: "The Congress Party has
not conveyed any new responsibility to me."

US looking to collaborate with India to tackle space threats
AGENCIES
Bengaluru

The US is looking forward to
working with India to tackle
evolving space threats, US De-
fence Attache in India, Rear
Admiral Eileen Laubacher,
said on Thursday.

At a seminar during the on-
going Aero India, she said: "As
we build out our own Space
Force, re-establish the Space
Command, we look forward to
wide-ranging cooperation
with India and the Defence
Space Agency. It is imperative
that we both work together in
this emerging domain as space
threats evolve."

Rear Admiral Laubacher, re-

ferring to the growing Chinese
assertiveness and emerging
threats for the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, said: "Today we are see-
ing an increasingly provoca-
tive set of  behaviour through-
out the Indo-Pacific, from the
Taiwan Strait to the South
China Sea, to India's borders
high in the Himalayas. These
actions threaten the norms of

international
conduct, the
norms which
India and the
United States
uphold res-
olutely."

She also
pointed that
the security

challenges at India's doorstep
underscore the importance of
the robust partnership be-
tween both the countries. To
defend the rules-based inter-
national order against actors
and activities that seek to
threaten it, the US has joined
India and like-minded coun-
tries to counter these emerg-
ing threats.




