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Hike MSP, levy cess
on sugar: Task force

PRASANTA SAHU
New Delhi, May 8

A NITI AAYOG task force (TF)
has recommended a one-
time increase in minimum
selling price (MSP) for sugar
to ¥33/kg (from %31) to
unburden mills, capping of
farmer’s land use for sugar-
cane at 85% of total holding,
a cess of ¥50/quintal (exclud-
ing exports) and cash incen-
tive of ¥6,000/hectare for
farmers shifting to alterna-
tive crops from sugarcane.
The report of the panel on
sugarcane and sugar industry,
headed by Niti Aayog member
Ramesh Chand,was submitted
on April 21. It has been for-
warded to the ministries of

agriculture, commerce,
finance and water resources
foraction.

The TF has recommended
that the revenue sharing for-
mula needs to be introduced
with a price stabilisation fund
to protect farmers from
receiving prices below the fair
and remunerative price (FRP).
It suggested implementation
of the scientific formula sug-
gested by the C Rangarajan
committee with slightly
upwards adjustment in sugar-
cane prices, keeping in view
the improvement in recovery

Vashi APMC
to remain

shut during
May 11-17

NANDA KASABE
Pune, May 8

THE MUMBAI AGRICULTURE
Produces Market Committee
(APMC), located at Vashi in
Navi Mumbai,will remain shut
from May 11-17 due to
increasing number of Covid-
19 cases.All five sections of the
market, including onion &
potato, fruits, vegetables
spices, dry fruits & food grains
will remain shut fora week.

The decision was taken ata
meeting attended by Konkan
commissioner Shivaji Daund,
Anoop Kumar (principle secre-
tary, marketing), Mathadi
leader Narendra Patil, Navi
Mumbai municipal commis-
sioner Annasaheb Misal and
traders,among others.Accord-
ing to APMC officials, around
125 people from the APMC
market have been infected
with coronavirus.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sh. Jagdish Chand Jain &
Geeta Rani Jain Both R/o 178,
Dayanand Vihar, First Floor, Delhi-
110092, have disowned, debarred and
severed all their relations and ties with
their Son Vaibhav Jain who is presently
residing at 55, First Floor, Chitra Vihar,
Delhi-110092. Whosoever deals with
him shall be doing so in his/her/their
own capacity, risk and my clients shall
not be responsible for any acts/deeds of
abovesaid person and consequences
thereupon.

ANKIT SHARMA

(Advocate)
MOB. 9810456060

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS OF
NITI AAYOG TASK FORCE

M Raise MSP on sugar by
T2 to 33/kg to reduce
financial stress on mills

W Levy ¥50/quintal cess
on sugar to create a fund
to aid industry

m 26,000/hectare to
farmers to shift to

rates in the last few years.

“Thus,in place of 70% price
of sugar and byproducts and
75% price of sugar only, the
pricing formula canbe 75% of
sugar and byproducts and
80% of sugar price. This for-
mula can be implemented
prospectively, say from sugar
season 2020-21 and 2021-
22 the TF said.

The reasons for farmersin
water-scarce areas sticking to
sugarcane farming are sup-

alternative crops

m Cap land use by
farmers for sugarcane
at 85% of their
farming area

B Implement revenue
sharing formula for
sugarcane price fixing

port prices, assured market
and profitability ensured by
the Centre and state govern-
ments. Even as large parts of
the country witness acute
water scarcity and depletion
of water tables, agriculture
consumes a disproportionate
more than three-fourths of
the country’s fresh water
resources. Most of irrigation
wateris used forriceand sug-
arcane, the two most water-
guzzling crops.

Maiden round-the-clock
renewable energy auction
discovers tariff of ¥2.90/unit

ANUPAM CHATTERJEE
New Delhi, May 8

THE REVERSE AUCTIONS for
the country’s first round-the-
clock (RTC) renewable energy
supply tender concluded Fri-
day evening, with ReNew
Power quoting the lowest tar-
iff of ¥2.90/unit (for first year)
for the entire 400 MW capac-
ity which was offered by the
Solar Energy Corporation of
India (SECI), sources said.

Through this contract, the
developer can supply power
from any renewable energy-
based plant, be it wind or solar
projects, and address the cen-
tral issue of unreliability asso-
ciated with green energy.

FE had reported in May,
2019 thatthe governmentwas
coming up with 400 MW of
renewable energy tenders for
RTC electricity supply.Though
the tariff under this tenderwill
increaseby 3% annuallyfor15
years,sources said that thelev-
elised tariff would be around
¥3.60/unit,which is currently
the average power purchase
cost from non-renewable
sources in the country.

Since renewable energy is
unpredictable in nature, other
sources of energy are required
forbalancingit,increasing the

actual cost of such power, dis-
suading state-run power dis-
tribution companies from
buying such electricity. How-
ever, power buyers from this
contract,in this case New Delhi
Municipal Council and Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, will be
receiving emission-free elec-
tricity for thewhole contracted
capacity 24x7,irrespective of
the sun shining or the wind
blowing.

Industry experts pointed
that such RTC contracts will
also provide a leg-up to the
power storage industry which
is still in a nascent stage. The
countryhassetatargettoraise
the capacity of installed
renewable energy generation
plants from the currentlevel of
86.8 GWto 175 GWbytheend
0f 2022.About 35 GWisunder
various stages of implementa-
tion and 32 GW under various
stages of bidding.

Power demand
falls 22.6%0
in April

ELECTRICITY DEMAND IN
April, when the lockdown to
contain the outspread of the
coronavirus was imple-
mented throughout the
month, fell 22.6% year-on-
year to 85.2 billion units,
owingtomuted industrialand
commercial activities. This is
the lowest growth in electric-
ity demand in the country in
any month in recent years.
The April electricity con-
sumption recorded was also
the lowest in corresponding
months since 2016. Power
consumed by highly industri-
alised states like Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu
in April was lower by 26.1%,
17.9% and 28.6%, respec-
tively than the volume of elec-
tricity supplied to these states
in the same month in 2019.
— FEBUREAU

People must learn to live
with the virus, follow pre-
vention guidelines, says
govt: The government said ‘we
have to learn to live with the
virus’on Friday, urging people

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2020

to make Covid-19 prevention
guidelines a part of their lives
as a behavioural change amid
easing of lockdown restric-
tions and migrant labourers
returning home. —PTI
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