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ASSOCIATED PRESS
London

Kylian Mbappé scored the
most goals in France last sea-
son, and Harry Kane did like-
wise in the Premier League.
It's not just the fact that nei-

ther Paris Saint-Germain
nor Tottenham won their
leagues that links them. Nor
the fact that both strikers are
being talked about for trans-
fers to new clubs after the Eu-
ropean Championship.
Although prolific for their

clubs, Mbappé with 27 league
goals and Kane with 23, nei-
ther has managed to repli-
cate their domestic scoring
output at the European
Championship.
Kane managed only one

shot on target in the three
games for England. Mbappé
had three for France. But nei-
ther striker found the back of
the net.

"I think it's the world of  a
big player,” England coach
Gareth Southgate said, dis-
cussing Kane. “Inevitably
he's come through those peri-
ods and scored important
goals for us and played ex-
ceptionally well. So it's a bit
of  a repetitive cycle.”
Perhaps it's a reflection of

the toll of  more gruelling
pandemic-congested seasons
on players' bodies.
France is at least reaping

the benefit of  recalling
Karim Benzema after six
years in international exile.
It was the Real Madrid for-
ward scoring for France for
the first time in 2,085 days,
twice in fact, that secured a 2-
2 draw against Portugal on
Wednesday and passage into
the round of  16.
“I knew as soon as I would

be in the national team, the
critics would come out, that
is part of  the football game

but I never give up,” Benze-
ma said.
“Everyone was waiting for

this goal and that was some
kind of  extra motivation for
me. Of  course there is anoth-
er pressure than when you
play for your club because it
is your whole country but for
me it is a great pleasure.”
At least it was Mbappé who

earned a penalty for Benze-

ma, which is a greater con-
tribution than Kane has
made as England also ad-
vanced as group winners.
Euro 2020, however, will be

missing Europe's leading
striker in the knockout
phase. Three goals from
Robert Lewandowski
weren't enough to carry
Poland through to the next
round.

Mbappe, Kane fail to impress
The top scorers in their respective leagues have failed to replicate their form in Euro 2020

Through to round of 16
Euro 2020 is down to the knockout stage, with the 24 qualifiers now

16 as they are whittled down to the side that lifts the trophy on 11 July.
Round of 16 ties

26-06: Wales vs Denmark (�Amsterdam)
26-06: Italy vs Austria (London)

27-06: Netherlands vs Czech Republic (Budapest)
27-06: Belgium vs Portugal (Seville)

28-06: Croatia vs Spain (Copenhagen)
28-06: France vs Switzerland (Bucharest)
29-06: England vs Germany (�London)
29-06: Sweden vs Ukraine (Glasgow)

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Helsinki

Finland were always likely to
be Group B underdogs con-
sidering this was their first
ever EURO. Three points
from three games,  not to men-
tion a third-placed finish,  rep-
resented a more than re-
spectable showing, albeit not
quite enough to reach the
knockout stage.
They showed that Finland

belonged at Euro, they most
certainly did that. The team
were defensively compact for
much of  their campaign and
ensured a contest against
each of  their opponents.
Finland put in an admirably

brave performance against
Belgium in their final group
fixture, eventually succumb-
ing to a 2-0 defeat in St Peters-
burg. Though the team's qual-
ification looked unlikely after
that result, thousands of  fans
stayed behind after the final
whistle to salute Markku
Kanerva's squad.
Finland have the monkey off

their back now, having had
that first taste of  major tour-
nament football. 

Finland have
the monkey off
their back

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Geneva

The own-goals at this year's Eu-
ropean Championship are com-
ing at a blistering, and record-
breaking, pace.
Two own-goals scored

Wednesday by Slovakia in
Spain's 5-0 victory made it eight
so far at Euro 2020. That's al-
ready five more than the tour-
nament record of  three set at
Euro 2016.
The first Slovakian mishap

came when goalkeeper Martin
Dúbravka pushed a high re-
bound off  the crossbar into his
own net. Juraj Kucka then
knocked in the final goal of  the
rout in Seville.
There previously had been

only nine own-goals scored in
40 years from the 1976 tourna-
ment through Euro 2016. And
before this year, there had nev-
er been a European Champi-
onship game with two own-
goals. There have been two in
the past week.
Portugal also scored two on

Saturday, four minutes apart.

Defenders Rúben Dias and
Raphaël Guerreiro gave Ger-
many a 2-1 lead in a match the
Germans ended up winning 4-2.
The scorers of  all eight own-

goals in the group stage ended
up on the losing team, includ-
ing Germany defender Mats
Hummels in France's 1-0 victo-
ry. The list includes three goal-
keepers who had varying de-
grees of  luck. Poland goalkeep-
er Wojciech Szczesny was un-
lucky that a Slovakian oppo-
nent's shot rebounded off  the
post and against the back of  his
arm to go in. Finland's Lukáš
Hrádecký was a little clumsy
reaching for a ball that bounced
back off  a post from Belgium
defender Thomas Vermaelen's
header.
Dúbravkas error Wednesday

was harder to explain and came
minutes after he dived to save a
penalty from Álvaro Morata.
When Euro 2016 set the record

five years ago it was the first 24-
team edition of  the tourna-
ment. The 51 games was an in-
crease of  20 on the previous 16-
team format.

Oh no! Not again
Euro 2020 racking up own-goals at a wild pace

Slovakia's goalkeeper Martin Dubravka scores an own goal during
against Spain at La Cartuja Stadium in Seville on Wednesday.

Busquets proves
he is key to Spain

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Seville

After helping Spain avoid
elimination at the Euro-
pean Championship, Ser-
gio Busquets had to pause
for a moment while talking
about his time away from
the squad because of  the
coronavirus.
The Spain captain teared

up recalling the doubts that
went through his mind af-
ter being told he had to go
into isolation only days be-
fore the tournament was to
begin.
"I'm emotional because I

had to go through some dif-
ficult times," Busquets
said.
"I had to stay at home for

10 days, not knowing if  I
was going to be back or
not."
Spain was glad Busquets

did make it back, just in

time to lead the team to vic-
tory over Slovakia on
Wednesday. The Barcelona
midfielder was voted the
man of  the match in the 5-0
win that sent Spain to the
round of  16 after opening
with disappointing draws
against Sweden and
Poland.
The result allowed Spain

to finish second in Group
E, setting up a meeting
against Croatia in Copen-
hagen on Monday.
"All this helped us grow,"

Busquets said.
"Now whatever chal-

lenges we have in front of
us, we will face them with
this mentality."
Busquets' return was a

big boost for a Spanish
squad that lacked leader-

ship and struggled with
poor finishes and a shaky
defense in the first two
matches. The 32-year-old
midfielder, the only mem-
ber left from Spain's World
Cup-winning squad in 2010,
gave the team that much-
needed balance it had been
missing so far at Euro 2020.
Busquets was the first

Spaniard to touch the ball
when the match started at
La Cartuja Stadium, and he
was in control of  the mid-
field from then on. Collect-
ed and composed as usual,
Busquets showed no signs
of  being affected by his
less-than-ideal prepara-
tions because of  the virus.
He constantly guided his
teammates and helped cre-
ated chances in attack and
keep the defense protected.
Busquets, who was

asymptomatic with the
virus and could practice at

home while
in isolation,
had been re-
placed in
the first two
matches by
Rodri
Hernández,
who could-
n't bring in
the same at-
titude and
leadership
of  the veter-
an
Barcelona
player.

Busquets took over as
captain after Sergio Ramos
was left off  the squad after
playing sparingly this sea-
son because of  injuries.
Jordi Alba had been the
captain at Euro 2020 in Bus-
quets' absence.
Busquets was loudly

cheered by the home crowd
when he was substituted by
Thiago Alcantara in the
71st minute after feeling a
little tightness in his calf,
which he said shouldn't be a
problem ahead of  the round
of  16.
"He played perfectly," said

Spain coach Luis Enrique,
who decided to wait for Bus-
quets instead of  dropping
him from the squad despite
not knowing if  he would ful-
ly recover from the virus.

AP / Sao Paulo

Brazil beat Colombia 2-1 in a
tense Copa America match
on Wednesday that featured
three extraordinary goals.
Colombia opened the scor-

ing in the 10th minute after
Juan Cuadrado crossed from
the right and found Luis Díaz
all alone in the middle of
Brazil's penalty box. The strik-
er shot a powerful volley to the
right side of  goalkeeper Wev-
erton and scored possibly the
best goal of  the tournament.
Colombia then started de-

fending against a Brazil team
that barely stopped sur-
rounding its penalty box. It
appeared as if  Colombia
would be able to hold out, un-
til Argentine referee Nestor
Pitana's knee came into play.
Pitana accidentally blocked

a pass by Neymar about 10
meters in front of  the Colom-
bian area in the 78th minute.
Colombian defenders mo-
mentarily stopped, but Brazil
substitute Lucas Paquetá just
moved the ball to left-back Re-
nan Lodi and his cross found
Roberto Firmino, whose an-
gled header beat Colombian
goalkeeper David Ospina.

Brazil pip
Colombia 

Kylian Mbappé still to find form 




