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PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE, AUGUST 1

MORE THAN 1.5 lakh com-
plaints have been raised by
farmers across the state about
germination failure of soyabean
seeds in the last two months.

As many as 83 FIRs have
been lodged against seed com-
panies in this regard, which has
rattled both the companies and
farmers alike. Seed companies,
however, said it could snowball
into a major issue next year as
many firms have decided to exit
the soyabean seed sector in view
of the criminal FIRs being filed.

Early sowing notwithstand-
ing, soyabean growers across
the state have started reporting
germination failure on their
field. A host of reasons, ranging
from inferior quality ofseeds, in-
sufficient soil moisture to deep
sowing, has resulted in failure of
the oilseed to germinate on
time. Estimates by the Soyabean
Processors Association of India
(SOPA) has said around 20-25
per cent of the seeds planted re-
quired resowing. The matter
had taken a serious turn when a
two-judge Aurangabad bench of
the Bombay High Court had ini-

tiated a suo motu Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) in the 
matter. The Supreme Court,
however, had put a stay on ac-
tion in the matter.

Till date, 1.60 lakh com-
plaints have been registered
across the state in this regard, in-
cluding 83 FIRs against seed
companies for their alleged role
in supplying spurious seeds.

Mahabeej, the state govern-
ment’s seed corporation, has
started the work of replacing
both the seeds as well as giving
monetary compensation to the
farmers who had used their
seed. So far, 988 quintals of
seeds have been replaced by the
corporation, which has also paid
Rs 74.14 lakh as compensation.

Senior officers of the state
agriculture department said
that around 70 per cent of the
complaints were due to inferior
quality of seeds. Heavy rain dur-
ing October last year had also se-
verely affected soyabean crops.
Being an open pollination vari-
ety (OPV), farmers and seed
companies use the crop for seed
production. Due to the heavy
rain last year, higher moisture
content in the seeds had had re-
duced the germination rate of
the seeds from 70 to 60 per cent.

Meanwhile, FIRs against
seed companies have rattled
the industry, which is domi-
nated by private players. Of the
1.1-1.2 lakh tonnes of seeds
used in Maharashtra for the
oilseed crop, 70 per cent is sup-
plied by private players. Some
seed firms said manufacturers
from Madhya Pradesh have al-
ready opted out of manufactur-
ing soyabean seed for the next
season with many players in
Maharashtra also deciding to
follow suit. Ajeet Mulay, chair-
man of Seed Industries
Association of Maharashtra,
said exit of private players
would create a shortage of
seeds for farmers. “A judicious
view should be taken in this
matter,” he said.

Over 1.5 lakh complaints, 83
FIRs against soyabean seed
germination failure in state
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Man kills
woman with
sharp weapon,
attempts
suicide: Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE AUGUST 1

A MAN allegedly murdered a
woman who lived in his neigh-
bourhood and then attempted
suicide at Chinchwad on
Saturday afternoon. Police have
identified the deceased as Rani
Satish Landge (29).

An offence of murder in this
case has been lodged at the
Chikhali police station. Police
have booked the accused, Arvind
Sheshrao Gade (30), on charges
of murder.

Police said Arvind, who is
married, lived near Rani's house.
Rani had asked him to stay away
from her, but he still kept on call-
ing her. When she changed her
cell phone number, Arvind got
angry and attacked Rani with a
sharp weapon, said police.

After killing her, he stabbed
himself with the same weapon,
said police. Arvind has been ad-
mitted to a hospital for treatment
and further investigation is on.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, AUGUST 1

A 36-YEAR-OLD man has been booked
by Pimpri-Chinchwad Police for posing
as a bank employee and cheating a doc-
tor to the tune of Rs 40 lakh on false as-
surances of providing a loan of Rs 8
crore. The doctor, Amit Anant Wag, has
lodged the complaint in this case at the
Nigdi police station. 

Based on his complaint, police have
booked the suspect, who called himself
Rohan Pawar, under sections 406, 420,
465, 467, 468, 471, pertaining to cheating
and criminal breach of trust, among
other charges, of the Indian Penal Code.

According to police, the conman con-
tacted Wagh on his cell phone, and
claimed to be an employee of Kalyani
Nagar branch of a prominent bank. He
told Wagh that the bank was offering a
loan scheme for doctors, and asked him
if he needed a loan.

The accused collected KYC docu-
ments from Wagh and promised to pro-
vide him a loan of Rs 8 crore. 'Pawar' al-
legedly collected Rs 40 lakh in cash from
Wagh, but gave him a forged loan sanc-
tion letter of the bank.

Police Sub-Inspector Mahendra Aher,
the investigation officer, said, “We sus-
pect that name of the fraudster is not
Rohan Pawar. Investigation is on to iden-
tify and arrest the accused.”

Conman posing as bank employee
dupes doctor of Rs 40 lakh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 1

IN A first in the country, 120 traf-
fic signals across 13 junctions be-

tween Dadar and Mahim will fea-
ture female pedestrians in traffic
lights. The initiative is taken un-
der the BMC ‘Culture Spine’ proj-
ect, which includes footpath im-
provement and upkeep of

gardens, from Siddhivinayak
Temple to Mahim. Culture Spine
is Shiv Sena Cabinet Minister
Aaditya Thackeray’s pet project.
Thackeray shared pictures on
Twitter, with the caption, “If

you’ve passed by Dadar, you’d see
something that will make you feel
proud. @mybmcWardGN is en-
suring gender equality with a sim-
ple idea — the signals now have
women too!”

In a first in India, traffic lights to feature female pedestrians 

NOTICE FOR INVITING TENDER
Tender are invited for the following items for Bacheli Complex Post Bacheli-494553 Distt.

Dantewada (CG) as per details furnished in the Tender documents.

Sl Description of item Display & Download Last Date/ Tender Fees EMD in

No. of Tender document Time for in Rs. Rs.

Submission

of Offer

1 Supply of GEARBOXES for 20.07.2020 04.08.2020 5,900/- 2,00,000/- 

10/11A of Loading Plant. To upto (Including (Two Lakhs) 

(Detailed technical 04.08.2020 12.00 PM Taxes)

specification in our tender (Five Thousand

document) Nine Hunded)

The detailed information of the tender can be obtained from our website http://nmdc.co.in under Tender

Section. Central Public Procurement (CPP) Portal www.eprocure.gov.in and MSTC portal https://www.

mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nmdc/buyer login isp.

Bidder may Submit their offer through ON-LINE Tender only.

THE PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS SHOULD DOWNLOAD THE TENDER DOCUMENTS AND SUBMIT THE

ONLINE OFFFER THROUGH MSTC PORTAL ONLY WITHIN THE DUE DATE AS MENTIONED ABOVE.

Note:- Any addendum/corrigendum/bid clarification/time extension shall be issued on the above said web-

sites only & will not be published separate Prospective Biddrs should visit the above websites from time to

time to note the corrigendum. If any contact for further query on 07857-231115/231116,+91-94252 66354.

Dy. General Manager (Materials)

NMDC LIMITED
(A Government of India Enterprises)

Balladila Iron Ore Mines, Bacheli complex, Distt:Dantewada-494553 (CG)

Tele:-07857-230079/230751, Fax:-07857-231253,

Email:bld5materials@nmdc.co.in;bld5materials@gmail.com; raghunath@nmdc.co.in

Corporative Identity Number:L13100TG1958GO1001674//GST Regn.#22AAACN7325A125

Tender Ref. No NMDC/Bacheli/145/20-21/ET/320 Date:-19.07.2020 (PI#12G119)
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