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Taliban takes Af’s third-largest city in onslaught

Taitwars By les il inscke e gty of Ghami. soobwest of Kabiol. Aohabistan on Thirssy

AP

AP W KABUL

rrthe Taliban  caprured
Afghanistan's thied-largest
ity ard u strategic provincial
capital near ” Kabul on
Thitraday, further sil_lrr.fll\g
the country's embattled gov-
ernment just weeks before the
end of the American military

mission there,
he seizure of Heral mardes

Tatlian. which has taken 11 of
Afghanistan's 34 provincial cap-
ttals as part of o weeklong blitz.
The capture of CGharmi, mean-
wihtike, cuts off a crucial highway
linsking the Afghian capital with
the country's southern
provimces, which sumilarly find
themselves under assanlt as
part of an insurgent push some
20°years after LIS, And NATO
troops invaded and ousted the

While Kabul frself Jsn't
directly under threat yet, the
losses and the battles elee-
where further tighten the grip
of o resurgent

hismzs armnid fears the Talitan
will again impose 2 brutal,
repressive government, all bur
climinating women's rights

and conducting publiic ampu-
tations, stonings and execu-
tinns Peace talks in Qatar
remain stalled, though diple
mats met throwghout the day.

The latest WS Military
tntelliygence assement sugnests
Kabul could come under insur-
went pressure within 30 dive and
thaat, if cuurvent trends hofd, the
Talibiny couled gain full contral
of the country within o fow
maonths: The Afghan povern-
ment muy eventually be forced
] [unll ek to defend the cap
italamd Just a few other Cirdes in
the coming days if the Taliban
K up its momentum,

The onslanght represents a
stunning collapse of Afghan
forces and renews questions
about where the over $830 bil
Licm spent by the TS, Defense
Dhepartment on Agiting trin-
ing those troops, amd recon-
struction efforts went — espe-
cially s Taliban fighters ride on
American-made Flumvees and
phekugs trocks with M-16s slung
acess their shoulders.

Afghan security forces and
the government have not
respomded 1o repeated gues-
tioms from fouralists over the
days of fighting instead issuing
video communiques that
dewngpley the Taliban advance.

Some Afghans
blame Pakistan
for Taliban gains

Peshawar: When Wahab dis-
appeared from his home in
Afghanistan o sign on for
v, It was n peighbouring
Palssstan that be got hes training,

The 20-year-old weas
recruited by childhood frends
anned was Gaken to a militant out
post 1 Parachinar, on
akistans ru-j%-xi mountainou s
berder with Aghanistan

T'hcrsd\cundcj[wlem P’am
ing, preparing 1o Aight along-
iins;r&er:\.l'rhﬁn' Iﬁ‘au.u -
wiive wld The Associated Press,
speaking on candition of
aponylly beciese of fear of
reprisals from militants and
gm-'\:rnmc('.l security its.

As the Taliban ;
ture tereitory in Alghanisto,
many Afghans blame Pakistan
for the insurgents success,
omllng to their wse of
akistani territory in mulbiple
ways,

Pressure is monnting on
Islamabad, which Inittally
brought the Talban to the
negotisting lu!.J]Ic. o get them

Taliban esti
miitterd 1o pow
hold some bwo-
thirds of the
natien.
Tl.uu]xand}? af
cople have
IEJLJP

the biggest prize yei for the Talibun government, their | AP WASHINGTON
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A fehan Gavernment forcesare col-
apsing even fastor than US mill-

tary leaders thought possible just a few
months ago when President Joe Biden
ordered a full withdeawal

But there's lide appetite al the
White House, the Pentagon or among
the American public for b
the roat end il probabd
s Biden his made clear he has i
infention of reversing the decision he
made last spring even as the outcome
to point toward & Taliban

With mest US Lroops now gong

tlefield gatns, American
ers are not pressing him w change his
mind: They know that the only slg-
nificant option would be for the pres-
ident 1o restart the war he already

g to stop
too late to

US keeping distance as Afghan
forces face Taliban rout

Tl Talibary, who ruled the coun-
try fro
aftar the 9/11 aftacks, caprured three
more provinctal capitals Wednesday
and another on Thursday. the 10th the
insurgents have taken in a weekdong
sweep that has given them effective
centrol of about two-thinds of the
country. The insurgents have oo air
force and are outmumbered by
trained Afghar defense forces, but they
beve captured terriory with stunning
speed

Tehn Kirby, the chief Pentagon
spakesman, ekd the Afghans still have

m 1996 antll 125 forces invaded

 aap

time to sve themselves from Final

thetr tut-
itary tead-

defeat

"W potential putcome lias t be
inewitable, including the fall of Kabul,”
Kirby told reporters. "It doesn't have
tor be that way. It really depends on
what kind of political and military
leadershiip the Afghans can muster 1o

itary

turn this aronnd”

1 o and go
back 1 talks
While amalysts  say

Palcstun’s leverage  often
overstated, it does permit the
Taliban |eadership on its terri-
toey avel s woneeded warriors
receive treatment in Pakistani
hospitals, AP

Taiwan, US coast
guards meet despite
Chinese pressure

AP W EELING

fficers from the US and

Taiwunese coasl guards
have met o discuss mproving
coaperation and commurica-
tion despite efforts by Ching to
tsodate the self-governing istand
demacracy.

The virwal meeting. held
Tiresday carme amid moves by
the Ut And others to dery
Beijings pressure campaign
aimed at compelling Tarwan to
accept its view that the island
i part of China

Chinaon Tuesday reculled
s wmbassador 10 Lithuania
aned expelled the Baltic nation’s
top representative o Fdl{lllg
over its decision to_allow
Thiwan o open an office in
Lithwania uneer 16s own name

Chinese leader Xi linping

eon-

only unofficial relatians with
Taiwan in deference to Betjing,
it is the hand's key arms sup-
plier and closest ical ally.

Washington's de facto
embassy o Taipel, the
Amertcan Institute m Taiwan,
said in a staterment that at
Toesday's meeting, the sdes
“discussed wavs In improve
Joint maritioe nsponses o
search and rescue, disaster
relief, and environmental mis
sions, a5 well 35 apportunitics
o improve comminication
and motinee personnel edu-
cutional exchinges.

“Thev also continned work
o the common objectives of
Preserving martime Rsources;
rediscing {legal. unreported,
and unregulated fishing; end
Jarticipating B joint maritimne
search and rescue and mar

has Increased dipt

noenlc and military pressure on
Taiwan, whose residents aver-
whelmingly refect Beifing's
demand for palitical unifica-
tiom with the mainland. Chinz
has long blocked Tarwan from
tuking part in the United
Mations and other interns-
tional faations and has

Itime 1tal response
events,” the statement szid

he United Stafes sup-
paorts Tajwan's mesningful par
tictpation and contribution to
tssues of global concern,” it
said, The meeting follows the
anneuncement of plans by the
LS. To sell 40 seli-propelled
1 to Taiwan 1 deal

stepped up such pressure sinee
the election of independence-
minded Taiwanese President
Tsai [ng-wen in 2016, Tsai was
re-elected st year by a steong
majority,

While the Us maintaing

a1 $750 million thal
romg condemnation
from Beijing,

Amid deteriorating fies
with China, the former admin-
istration of Denald Trump
booswed relations with Taiwan,

US sees Pakistan useful only for
clearing mess in Afghanistan: Imran

PTIE |SLAMARAD

king a dig a1 the US,
Prime Minister Imran
Khan has zaid that Washington
sees Pakistan as "wsefnl” only
for dlearing the “muess” it has left
béhind in Alghantstan after 20
vears of Tighting and prefers
[ndia when it comes to farm-
Ing s “strategic partnership”
Afghanistan has seen an
uptick in violence by the
aliban affer US President Joe
Biden's announcement of the

withdrawel of American and
NATO troops by August 31,
“Pakistin is ust considered
only o be useful in the context
of somehow settling this mesa
which hag been left behind
after 20 years of trying to find
o milftary solution when there
was it o Khan told foreign
journalistsa his home here on
Wednesday
Khian said that since the US
devidded to have 2 "srtegic part-
nership” with Tidia, Washington
wats treating Pakistan different-

Iy according to a journalist pre-
senl ot the meeting,

Islarmabad is wnhappy that
Biden has not spaken to Prime
Minister Khan since he
assumed the prestdency in
Janu: Pakistan's National
Securty Adviser Moeed Yusul
recerily expressed disappoini-
ment over President Blden's
refuctance o contact Prime
Minister Khan despite con-
sidering Islamabud as an
fmpartant country ‘i some
aritical fssues ke Alghanistan
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carly four lakh
newly displiced in .\mlnml-.mn

a spokesperson for U

the deteriorating sccurity situation in

Cormmansdrg 3
Trwensatt Eiced art of the vear.
0 v g e
Sl Guterras
Tewadied
i the war-tern country,
[0

The US has already pulled lack
mist of its forces from Afghandstan and
1 Josaking b complite the dravadown by
August 3L ending neary two-decade of
its mililary presence in the country.

Afghinistan las been witnessiiy a
series of terror attacks since the US
Began withdrawing its troops an May
1. The Taltbar tnsurgents have averrun
ane-quarter of Afghantstan's provincial

“Since the start of the year nearly
390,000 people huve been newly dis-
placed by conflict across the counry
e spike since Mav
or the Secretary General
Guterres; Stephane Dujarric said at the
daily press bricfing on Wednesday.

He said according to TN humani

Nearly four lakh people newly
displaced in Afghanistan by
conflict since start of year: UN

PTIE UMITED NATIONS tarian colleagues, berween July L and |

August 5, 2021, the humanitarian com-

wple have been

5 sald, nrm;d

i

mumity verified that 5,800 internally dis-
slacedd persons (1DPs) have arrived in
Labul 2
conilict and other threats They have
received assistence including food,
houschold items, water and sanitation |
support,
Thujarric said most of the internal -
Iy displaced persoms staying in Kabud are

il are seeking safety (rom the

hosted by friends and family, but a
growing number are staying in the |
en feams were deployed to assess

fon ot people staying outside

in purks and open spaces.

“They identified an additional 4,322
dbsplaced men, women and children in
need of shelten food, sanitation and

clin
viding health services o these people]
e saiel.

Tlespite a worsening security situ-
ation, humaniartan agencies are stay-
ing-and delivering 1o people in need,
reaching 7.8 million people in the first
six months of this year

| Denmark to

evacuate Afghans
who worked for
Kabul embassy

AP W COPENHAGEN

anish liwmaliers hive

agreed tn evacuate 45
Afghan citizens who worked
for Denmark's government in
Afghanistan and to affer them
residency in the Earopean
couniry for two vears,

The plan  approved
Wednesday epplies o people
who worked al the Iganjsh
Embassy in FKabul and ainfes
preters for Danish troops.
Dennark, like other Woste
nations incloding the U
recently pulled its remiai
troaps oul af Alghanista
Denmark opened ifs embssy
in Kabul in 2004

Current and  former
embassy employees from with
s the past two years are elig-
ble for evacuation along wath
their spouses and children, The
=ffort 10 get them out of
Afghanistan rust beginas soon
a5 possible but be carmied om
gradually “so thal the embassy
still can function?’ according to
3 foreign ministry staement

Israel's envoy inaugurates
diplomatic mission in Morocco

AP B RABAT

srels forelgn minister on
Thuesday inaugurated the

country's diplomatic represer-
tatton in Moroces, a symbal of
the normalisation of the rela-
tiens between the two noliones:

Yair Lapicls two-day visit iz
the fiest Lo the country by an
Isracl minister since 2003, [t
comes comes Less than a year
after Israel and Morocco
reached o deal o eotoblish for-
mal ties under the S bro-
kered “Abraham Accords.

Lagidd twitted pictures of
him {ormally opening the
Ieracli lialson office in Rabut,
the capital, alongside the
Morocen's Foreign Affairs
Depity Minister, Mohcine
Tazoul L He was then to heaid o
Casablanca where he was to
visit o synagogue, the Temple
Beth-EL

On Wednesday, Lapid met
with s Moroccan counterpart
MNasser Bourita and hoth coun-
tries signed an air service
agreement and anather agree-
ment Lo coopermte in the ficlds
of culture, sports and youth,

Theyalse signed a memo
ranidum-of understanding on
the establishment of o political
cansultation  mechanism
between their countries foreign
ministries, which appeared to
fit intoy the wider design of the
lace-to-face diplomacy during
Lapidd's visit

S Seceetary of Slate
Antony Blinken tweeted on
Wednesday that the United
States congratulates Morocco
and lsrael "on the reopening of
the Liradi Thaison Office in
Rabat. We will continue to
work with Israel and Morocco
to ',chng}?\:n all aspects of our
partnerships.”

Tsrael and Morocco had
low-level diplomatic relations
in the 19905, but Morocco cul
them off after the secomd
Palestinian_upnsing erupted
in 2000, The two countries
mainizined mformal ties, with
thousands of Eraclis traveling
to Momcoo each vear

The Abra Accords
were struck last year with four
Arsh states: the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan and
Muorocco
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Floods that hit northern

TIN: LTARBOL 15
Turkey leave 11 dead
EXTRAGCT OF STATEMENT OF § TANDALOKE UNAUCITED FRARGIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30,06 2621 AP W ANKARA
Gt Evfod
Particulars (300 071 | 3105000 Tul'ki.sh authorities said Thursday the death
LR toll from the severe Hoods. and mudslides
] ::L;-Im m‘;w“: that sr};-:k :I\f nerth of the m.mn‘v lias risen
e Frfiloas | i to 11 O other person is reported missing.
e i ; T The floods bailersd the Black Sea roasal
| et Pt Lo b e s Saore 50 &1L W& 1 > . 2 :
(i a3 e provinces of Bartin, Kastamonw Sinop and
i 8] F3 T, ] e in Samsunon Wednesday, demelishing homesand
bridges and sweeping away cars. Helicopters
5 TEE i) wE | At scrumibled bo rescue people strended oo oobtops.
o Ad floodwaters began W recede weross U
Comprehinste lacoe (e ) affected regions in Turkey's north, 4 statement
E | By Shamcaplil H0ED. | J00E9  MOEE | M0BY from the Disaster and Emergency Management
T | Pt (kg Aussh o5 el he [ARE | 4l | 4m et Presdency, or AFAD, satd rescoers had recov-
" At Galpy E"‘"_"’m:":g“' o cred six bodics in Kastamon, :
T ; Frd (T i Later Thursday, four more dodies were
3 Dhiea 2 | om wo | | found in the woest-hit wwn of Bozkurt, in
- 7 : 1 s 3 o ey
WOTE: and wne ody was found in Sinop.
1 The it Boapnckal Retusls Shad i e S0 Erchiongen | | An 80-yeur-old worman was reported m 1 in
00 SE | T gsters 2078 T Atomabat | | Bartin province. The disaster struck as
o O i i il tusroamn Thears || fghters in southwest Tarkey worked te extin-

push a wildfire in Mugla province, anarea pap
ular with tourists that runs along the Aegean Ses.
Thehlaze, which was brought under control on
Thursdsy, was one of more than 200 wildfires
in Turkey since fuly 28,

Pak hiames India,
Afghanistan for
attack on bus
carrying Chinese
PTI ISLANABAD

akistan on Thursday alleged

that Indin-and. Afghanistan
were behind last month's suicide
attack on & shutile bus in the
country's restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province thiat
killed 13 people, nchating nine
Chinese engineers.

The homb attack teok
E-la;'e in thee Dt e of Upper
Kolistan district where a
Chinese company s buil ding a
4, 300-megawatt hydropower
projecton the [ndus river

Ab feast 13 people were
killed witen the bus carrying
Chinese engioveersamd workers
to the site of the under-con
struction Daso Dam exploded
on fuly 14

US aircraft carrier's successful trial test may
blunt China’s ‘killer’ missile threat: Report

PTI B BELING

the U s aircraft can

i §ol R Ford fras suc
cessfully withstood an impact
trial test of underwater deto-
nution uf 20 tonnes of explo
sives, which observers say
could effectively reduce the
threat poged by China's “carrl
er killer” myissiles

The US' newest and mast
advamced nuclear earnier's third
and final full ship shack trial
was completed on Sunday off
the coastof Florbda, following
the previous such trials on
June 1& and July 1s, the
American navy sald In a press
release on Monday,

Servics offleials deseribed
e showk triad testheg - where
the Mavy detonates 40,000
pounds of ordnance in the
water near the hull to test both

the ship and its systems - asa
success, with no mufor Injurids,
o fires and o flooding, the
US Maval Institute's news por-
tal USNT Mews reported,

"We had zero calastrophic
Giiures on the ship, zerm s
tioms where we had flooding or
anything, and zeo fires. All that
16 proqty signifcant)’ Capt Puul
Lanzilotia, Ford's commanding
afficer, todd reporterson Menday,

It 15 a test perhaps most
lezenly watched by Ching as the
Chinése military since 2013 bas
beer lawrsting its F-210 and
TOF-26 mmissikes bandied s “car
eter killers™ which coubd hitthe
muving aircraft carriers froma
distance of 5,000 kilometers. In
the trials, held off the Florids
coast n the Atlantie Ocean,
40.00000s (20 tonnes) of exple
sves — equivalent to a 3 S-miag-
nitude earthquake — were del-

onated underwater, each time
tu.k.h;fijplncc closer to the cur-
rigr Thata on the fmpact on the

vessel was collected.

“The tests demonatrated —
and proved to the crew, fairly
dramatically - that the shipwill
e able to withstand formida-
ble shocks end continue to
1o

manager of the navy's future
Arcrafl carrier programme
office.

“Begsides data collection,
anether reason (o anneunce it
wiss tor setid @ message 1o Chirs
and Russia that the US aircraft
warriers have super resilience
and they are not worried about
Chinese ar Russian conven-
thenal antf-ship weapons, com-
mentator and tormer Chinese
military instructor Song
Zhongping suid,
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