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' IMPEACHMENT PROBE
Trump-blocked witnesses loom large

Democrats will
soon face a choice
in what has been
a fast-moving
inquiry

NICK WADHAMS
Washington, Novernber 21

GORDON SONDLAND TESTI-
FIED that “everyone was in the
lnap® about his months-long
push for a quid pro quo from
Ukraine Democrats must now
decide il lhey've gathered
enough cvidence lo justily
inipeachiug Presideu Donald
Trumpguicklyarpress formore.
Tnmore than sixhours of tes-
GimanyonWednesday, thehole
lier turned-envoy Lo the Foto
nean Union said he infornied
vice president Mike Pence, secre-
tary of state Michael Pompeo
and other top oificials that he
was relaying ademand thathe
elieved came directly from the
president: Ukaainian aid and an
Oval Office meeting required a
carruplion probe tied 1o former

him ta"keepanging away”Hut
more broadly, he emphasised
that everyone in a position of
authority in the administra
tion, including the president,
knewof and approved his work
with Rudy Giuliani, Trump’s
personal lawyer.

“Fveryone wasin the loop,”
Sondlaud testified “Was there
a‘quid pro quo?' As T testified
previously, with regard te the
requested White House call
and White House meeling, the
answerisyes”

Democrats will soon face a
choice in what has beena fast-

Sondland said Fompeo, onie
ofTrump's closest advisers, told

e
wed “Vhisbwver W la* Sor

Everyone wa
Was there a
As | testified

AMBASSADORTO

s in the loop...

‘quid pro quo?'

previously, with

regard to the requested
White House call and
White House meeting,

the answer is yes.
— GORDON SONDLAND , US

THEEU

many from high-profile wit-
nesses like Pompeo and Giu-
l:aniwhohaveso arrefused Lo
cooperale Thal would likely
require nionths of conrt bat-
tles,pushing hearingswellinto
the presidential primary cal-
endar next year.

Thurxday will feature the
Taat pctardulisd parhibes lanog
at theend of A deamatic week,
Wt e vl nestes expected bo
ferther uneterscem the fonii
shom i Teurmp's Ukeine
prolicy U al Wi, Finiia HIlL
tive formes Natinnal Security
Contit dineckor an fuwla and

movinginquiry: Drawuparti-  Eastern  Europe, worked
clesafi basedon  dircettywith ex-national secu-
\vhar they've heard so far,or  rityadvisorjohn Bolton

id and lesti- bli
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s
Wednesday, arguing that he
nevergotadirectnod fromthe
presidentand Magged his com
nents that fre didu‘tinitially
equate demands for a probe
into Burisma, the gas company
on whose board Biden's son
served, acahid to undermine
the formervice president.
Sandland, who donated §(
million to Tramp's inaugura-
tion and said helikes the pres
ident,didn’t disagree: "Udon't
recall President Trump ever
talking to me about any secu-
rity assistance, ever,"he said
Highlighting just  how
much could still be revealed,
testimony from a Wednesday
evening witness upended

Wognalilicans”  elsim  that
e Dty Jearied abaout o
US hold on security aid in late

August,days befor

China demands Trump
veto bills on Hong Kong

ASSOCIATED PRESS
21

was eventually released

) anra Cooper, the Defense
Department’s top afficial on
Russia and Ukaine, testified
she was alerted to emails from
her staff showing thal oflicials
at Ukraine's embassyin Wash-
ingtonmayhave been aware of

Beijing, N

CHINA ON  THURSDAY
demanded President Donald
Trump veto legislationaimed at
supporting human rights in
HongKongand rencwed a threal
{o take “strung countermea-
sures™if the bills becore law.

(he freeze on critical military TForeign ministry
aidasearlyasjuly 25,thesame  spokesman Geng Shuang said
day Trump spoke with Ukrain  the Hong Kong Human Rights
ian President Zelen-  and I racy Act under-
skiyandaskedhiinfora*favor”  mined both China’s interests

Despite conlinuing revela-
Lions, Democrals have been
frustraled that senior oflicials
including Trunip, the Office of
Management and Budget and
the State Department have
refused tohand averkey docu
ments linkid lo the investiga
tion In his teslimony, Sond-
1and sald the process has been
“less than fair*because hehas-
n't been given crucial records.

Pempea, speaking in Brus-
sels on Wednesday,declined to
recuse himself fron: decisions
on releasing documents Lo the

and those of the US in the seimi-
auionomous Chinesecily.
“We urge the |15 to grasp
the situation, slop its wrong-
doing before it's too late, pre-
vent tis act from bccom‘mg
law (and) § ialely slop

A protester wears a mask during an anti-govemment
protest at Yoha Mall in Yuen Long, Hong Kong, China  egmzs

lnlrr(vrlng in_Hong_ Kang
affairs and China's internal

affairs,” Geng said at a daily
newsbriefing

"I{ the US continues o
ke She Wi inimees, Chirea
wif} B kg, stmn couiiter

Gengg ki

maanires fi

parieland refused (
on Sondland’s allegations
about his invelvement in the
Ukraine dealings.

Laler, State Department
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JHung Kong officials who carry
out liumnan rights sbuses snd
requires an annual review of
the favorable trade stacus that
‘Washington grants Hong Kong

Another bill - prohibits
export to Hang Kong palice of
certain nonlethal munitions,
including lear gas, pepper
spray, rubber bullcts, water
canmons, stun gunsand lascrs

The House of Representa-

inturferoeon in Chivia's intismal
aiTairs and ignored violent acts

gus said v a that
Sendland“never tald secretary
Tompeo that he believed the
president was linking aid to
tnvesligalions  of political
oppanents Any suggestion tn
thiecontraryis flat-out false”
—BLOOMBERG

o
“This bill sends the wrong
signal to those vialent crimi-
nals and its substance secks to
(hrow) tung Kemg into chaos or
even to destroy Harig Kong
ourtright,” Wang said
Thehuman rights act man-
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tives overwhel,
approved the hlIIsV\'cdmsda)'
aday after the Senate passed
them on voice votes The bills
naw go to the White House for
Trump's signature, and the
‘Whitc House signaled thathe
would sign the measure.
Hong Rang held on Lo its
advantageous trading status
wilh the USupenits handover

from British [o Chinese rulein
1997, in recogaition of Rei-
jing's pledge Lo allow it w0
retain its own laws, indepen-
dent judiciary and civil and
cconomic (reedoms

That independent status
has come into question amid
moves by Beijing to gradually
strengthenils political cantrol
over lhe lerritory, helpmg
spark months of increasingly
violent protests

This week, China's legisla-
ture argued it had the sole
righttoinlerpret thevalidity of
Hong Kemg'slawsafllerthe ler
ritory's court struck down an
order banning the wearing of
masks at prolests Legal scho!
ars described that as a power
grab violaling the gaverning
framework koown as “one
country, two systems.”

Labour’s Corbyn
unveils his ‘radical’
election manifesto

Ve 0 e i Pl b P REUTERS
Birmingh ber 21
LABOURLEADERJEREMY Cur
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manifesto on Thursday, setting
out radical plans to transform
Brilain with public seclor pay
rises, highertases un companics

Jallianwala
Bagh apology
promised too

BRITAIN'S OPPOSITION
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and free public services, or
Prime Minister Boris johnson's
drive to detiver Brexit within
months and build a*dynamic
markel economy”.
Speaking in ingham,
Carbyn set out his crawd
pleasing plans, offering sume-
thing for almost everyoue in
Britain - from help to parents
with young children to free
university education and mon:
money foreldery care
Ina speech punctuated by
applause and standing ova-
tions from supporters, he
promised ta stand up for
ordinary people against the
“bankers, billionaires and
theestablishment™who were
nrmms to )cup 2 syslem
“rigged  in thewr
favour®”.
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*Labeur's manifeito
4 g manifesto for hopa,
that is what thii detu:

meetil 4 - 2 aamilles L
that will bring el
eliange,” Corbyn salid,

ilescribing his appeoseh
b s raulfead arp!

dmibiltious plan® i
decades.
Lagging in the pells,

Carbym hopos his mes
wage of . change will
hrawar ouit eriticizm al
his Brexit stance, which
even some in his party
say lacks the clarity of
Juhnson's vow to “gel
Erexitdone”.

Instead, the Labour
lcader says he
Brexit “sorled” in s
ruonths, with a new exit
deal put to a second ref-
erendum as a way to
bring the country
Logether.

Hupirig tnavoid com-
parisons with Labour's
1983 soctalist-inspired

y's colonial pase,
which would include an
apology to lindia for the Jal-
lianwala Bagh massacre in
Amritsar 100 years ngo

Former British Prime
Minister Theresa May had
stopped short of a formal
apology catlier this year
when she expressed “deep
regret* for the colonial era
attack on Vaisakhi to coin-
ddewith its L00thanniver-
sary this year.

In the 107-page mani-
festo titted ‘It's Time for
Real Change'launched by
Labour leader Jeremy Cor-
byn, the party has pledged
ta go further an the issue
and apalogise

The documenl also
commits Labour to consti
tute a judge-led inquiry
into Brilain's "injustices of
thepast’includinga public
‘Teview of the
country’s fole in Operation
BlueStar. -PM

ol b paasdd for i pare byt e
inj} Wie tiehest in Britain
Thie manifests showed sn

v,

imspessitile o undar
ste st i etrannalipary
Ui pvamifeto iin torms of
thesheerscale of money be

spent and raised through tax-
alion,” said Paul Johnson,
Direclor of the Instilute {or
Fiscal Studies independent
think-tank

He said Labour plans to
raise the revenue required
from taxes on high earters and.
corporations were “simply not
credible”

Bolli parties have promised
1o end ecanomic austerily and
spend more money oh public
services before the election,
which wiII determine how

later by a then Labour
Javmakeras*the fongest
suicide note inhistary”,
Corbyn rejected sugges-
tions he was harping
hack ta the 19705
Hewas instead offer-
ing *a green industrial
revalution”, an ambi
tious plan that, he said,

Pmndun Lewis, a Cunsery-
ative ministe), said Labour
would go on“areckless spend-
ing spree which would take a
sledgehamuner to the British
economy”,

Most pollsters pul the Con-
scrvatives in front, but few are
propared to prediclavictor.
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