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@ SEGMENT GROWS 75% Y-O-Y

Rich appetite raises
luxury home sales

RAGHAVENDRA KAMATH
Mumb:l, February 14
LUXURY APARTMENTS
PRICED T4 crore and above
recorded a 75% year-on-year
(y-0-y) growth in sales to
12,935 units in 2023 from
7,395 in theyear-ago period,a
reportsaid on Wednesday.

The'percentage share of the
luxury segment in the overall
residential unit sales stood at
4% in 2023, nearly doubling
its proportioniof 20 in the pre-
vious year, said a report by
CBRE South Asia.

Among the major 7 cities,
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Ashwin waits, for magic and milestones

SRIRAM VEERA
Rajkot, February 14

“ITHOUGHT ASHWIN would
getit (500 wickets) in the first
Test itself. It's okay..” Ravindra
Jadejawould creaseintoalovely
smile at the press conference a
dayahead of the third Test. It was

(24 crand above):

Delhi-NCl

growth withan annualincrease
of 197%, jumping to 5,530
units in 2023 from 1,860 units
ayear earlier. This was followed
byPuneand posting

45% share in total sales for
2023, followed by high-end and
affordable projects, the report
said. Pune, Mumbai and Banga-

ayearly growth of about 144%
and 64%. The country’s finan
cial capital Murnbai sawits lux-
ury home sales rising to 4,190
units,anannual jump of 24%.
Newlaunchesalso kept pace
with thesales, recording a 45%
y-0-y growth in the reported
year. The overall residential
sales across price categories
exceeded 322,000 units, regis-
tering a 9% y-o-y growth. Sus-
tained momentum in demand
also led developers to launch
over 3,13,000 new housing
units in 2023, a 6% increase
over the previous year. Mean-
while, mid-end projects
emerged as the leading cate
gory driving sales, recording a

61% of the total sales. Unit
launches in Mumbai, Puncand
Hyderabad, on the other haid,
accounted fora 67% share in
2023, it said. During the Octo-
ber to December period, overall
90,000 units were launched
and 86,000 residential units
were sold. The report further
h|ghhght.s that the new unit

d 22%

saleswitha 24%share, followed
by Mumbai with 21% share.

In terms of unit launches
during the same period, Mum-
bai took the lead with a 27.5%
share,closely followed by Hyder-
abad with 26.9%,and Punc with
19%. Mid-end segment
accounted for around 36%
shareinunitlaunches, trailed by
high-end segment at 33% and
premium categoryat 14% dur-
ing this period.

Anshuman Magazine,chair-
man & CEO, India, South-East
Asia, Mi Africa,CBRE,

y-o-yincrease and abou( 26%
sequential growth during the
Octoberto December period.
Premium and luxury seg-
ments accounted for about
10% and 4% shares, respec-
tively, during the said three-
month period. Moreover, Pune

said, “The premium and luxury
sectors are expected to sustain
their attractiv

said in jest perhaps, but it's a
good way to frame R Ashwin's
toughest battle yet at home
againstan attacking England.

Ollic Pope swept him out of
attack in Hyderabad and he
bled five runs per over in the
firstinningsatVisakhapatnam.
But he rose to the occasion in
thechasewhen the game hung
in balance or rather was actu-
ally tilting towards England by
taking out Joe Root, Pope, and
Ben Duckett.

The remarkable off-spirner
needs just one more wicket to
become thesecond-fastestafter
Muttiah Muralitharan to reach
500 Test wickets. It will be an
astonishingachievement foran
off-break bowler. Without the
wristkickingintoaction asitdid
for Murali and leg-spinners like
Shane Warne, you can’t rip the
ball as ruch and should have
lesser revolutions on the ball. It
also explains the influx of off-
spinning  bowling actions
cloaked in full-sleeves. To his
credit, Ashwin is the best short-
sleeved off-spinnerof the recent
vintage. It's time he is featured
in an advert for smart half-
sleeved casuals, taking acrackat
the full-sleeved sly men. But in

by favourable market condi-
tions driving healthy growth in
the near future. While regional
dynamics may lead to fluctua-
unns incapital v1lues theover-

recorded:

positive”

o
lenge awaits him in Rajkot: Can
he soak up the Bazball attack
and dohis thing?

The art of Ashwin lies in
entangling the batsmen into
meanderings from which they

Yale weighs reversing SAT testing

JANET LORIN

YALE UNIVERSITY IS consid-
ering reinstating standardised
testing and join Ivy Leagie

assessments can help identify  before the school’s policy

Inapod- change. D: h’s switch,
cast hosted by Dartmouth’s which followed a similar
dean of admissions, Quinlan the Massa-

dropped a hint, saying testing
is “an incredibly

chusetts Institute of Technol
ogy in 2022, has

backgrounds.” “Clearly, this is
a sign there could be more
change,"said Matthew DeGre-
eff,dean of college counseling
at Middlesex, a boarding
school in Concord, Massachu

dean of 1

starting in the fall.
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BPCLto set up
world's first
airport green

hydrogen plant

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Kochi, February 14

Extract of unaudited consolidated financial results for the
quarter and nine months ended December 31, 2023

Six overs into the first Test,
Zak Crawley had already
swept Ashwin twice to

the pom( boundary. A couple

are unable to disengage them-
selvesin time. But England went
afterhim a he
has seldom seen.

Test wickets

inthe 2nd Test's
2nd innings

more sweeps later, Ashwin

switched to over the wicket and

placed one man at covers, leav-

ing the off siderelativelybarren.

Aflighted delivery that ripped
d-vad

firstTestwhen hebbeat Popewith
a beauty that turned in from
outside off, threaded the bat-
and-pad gap but whistled over
the leg stump. But almost

afloater that took the outside
edge was expected; instead the
ball was picked from the cover
boundaryas Crawleycrearnedit.
Ashwin abandoned that line of
attackandreverted toround the
stumps. Repeatedly, he was
forced to abandon

his plans in that

: first Test. When
#The off-spinner he slowed up his
needs just one more pace to Duckett
wicket to become after a fow
the second-fastest reverse sweeps
after Muttiah toseeifhe could
Muralitharan to upset the bat-
reac flowand induce
a mistake, the

500 &=
adjusted with a

fine reverse-lap
past slips. Even

®RAshwin took tl:;zgh" del:':r}-,
the wickets of Joe mining their
Root, Ollie Pope
’ hots, Engl.
and Ben Duckett shet, fopans

were retaining
enough nuance.
When  he
turned over the
wicket after Pope
reverse swepthim, the right-
hander charged him to
pingthestraightbound-
“ ary.When Ashwin tried
to traphim on the leg-side
with a ripping off break that
started from middle, Pope
calmlynurdled itto the fine-leg
.Nothingwas working
forAshwin.
i to

perhaps trying to
anticipateareverse: Ash-
win would go real full next ball
andbemetwithacrashing con-
ventionial sweep. Next ball, Ash -
win switched to round the
stumps, and this time, Pope
pulied out the reverse sweep.

Glimpses of mastery

Itwasenthralling stuff:atin-
kerman innovative spinnerat
top of his game humbled with
his own medicine of inventive-
ness. Not until the chase on the
fourth day of the second Test
could Ashwin really getany skin
in the contest. It was aided by a
Bazball that had lost its compo-
sure and was over-boiling on
adrenalin rush. Joe Root was liv-
ing on the edge with over-the
topadventurousness.Itwas as if
he couldn't help himself, going
aftereverything.

Here is where Ashwin seized
control. He slowed down the
pace, got the ball to hang in the
air longer, and sent a floater
from round the stumps - and
Root rushed down the corridor
and toppled over theboard, mis-
cuing an almighty heave. Pope
wasn't as carried away as Root
but he too was trying to
whiplash everything on sight.
Ashwin sent an over-spun ball
from round the stumps that
bounced a lot more than Pope
expected tocarrytheedgeoffan
attempted cut. It was a fine
match mmmg spall but lh:.-

Amidst this’ i
adapt to England’s tricks, there
came a moment in the 54th

air: if England retain Bazball
without spilling out of control,
Ashwi

overofth igs in that same
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EXTRACT OF FINANCIAL RESULTS

FORTHE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED 31%T DECEMBER 2023
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