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Will form solid government again in Odisha..

NAVEEN PATNAIK
ODISHA CHIEF MINISTER

NEW DELHI, FRIDAY 31 MAY 2024

Lotuswon’t bloom, publicwill deteat money power in Himachal: CM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 30 MAY

imachal Pradesh

Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh

Sukhu predicted

thatthe Lotuswon’tbloomin
the state as the BJPworkers are
dejected for tickets having
been given to sold-out MLAs.
Onthelastdayofthe cam-
paign and public meetings at
Dharamshala, Dehra, Dharam-
pur, Sujanpur, and Kutlehar on
Thursday, Sukhu, referring to
the sixformer Congress MLAs
who joined BJP and were con-

testing the bye-election, said,
“BJP will have to bite the dust
notonlyin Lok Sabha elections
butalsoin the sixassembly seats.
The by-elections are being
held for three and a halfyears.

Himachal truststhe
‘Jan Bal’ of Congress,
not ‘Dhan Bal’ of BJP:
Mukesh Agnihotri

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 30 MAY

Himachal Pradesh Deputy
ChiefMinister Mukesh Agni-
hotrisaid Congressis goingto
win all four Lok Sabha and six
Assemblyby-electionsin the
state.

He said the people of the
state do not believe in the ‘Dhan
Bal’ (money power) of BJP but
the ‘Jan Bal’ (people’s strength)
of Congress. “This time the peo-
ple of the state will teach ales-
son to the conspirators,” he
asserted.

Addressing big election
rallies in favour of Vikrama-
ditya Singh in Nankhariof the
Rampur Assembly Con-
stituency and Nirmand of the
Kullu district on Thursday,
Agnihotri called Vikramaditya
Singh the future of the state
and for this, he has to strength-
en and secure his future.

Vikramaditya Singh is win-
ning with ahuge margin, now
itremains to be seen by how
many record breaking votes
he wins, he predicted.

He claimed that Kangana
would never be able to cross
the threshold of neither the Par-
liament nor Himachal Pradesh
Legislative Assembly.

Hesaid thatlate Virbhadra
Singh has done immense
developmentworkin the state
and Nankhari has also been
part of it.

He appealed to the people
of the area to ensure that
Vikramaditya Singh gets one-
sided votes from the Rampur
Assembly Constituency. “This
will be their true tribute to for-
mer six-time Congress CM
late Virbhadra Singh,” he said.

Agnihotri, while taking ajibe
atformer chiefminister Jai Ram
Thakur, said he is now tired
of runningafter Kanganaand

her ticket to Mumbai on June
4 has been booked. “Kan-
gana is also upset on seeing
her defeat. She should stayin
the glamour world and earn
name and fame. Vikrama-
ditya Singh is enough for the
Mandi Parliamentary Con-
stituency,” he added.

“There is no threat to the
Congress government. This
governmentwill completeits
term and will form the gov-
ernment again after the assem-
bly elections in 2027,” he
assured.

“Considering the manner
inwhich the BJP tried to desta-
bilise the elected Congress
government of the state, the
people are going to give a
befitting reply to thisact,” he
said, asserting that after June
4, the Congress Government
of the state will emerge even
stronger.

Vikramaditya Singh prom-
ised that afterbecomingan MP,
a fruit processing plant and
Cold Storage will be set up in
Nankhari. He said he is con-
testing elections from this
parliamentary constituency
with the vision of development
of Mandi. His other priorities
include making Mandi city a
smart city like Shimla and
Dharamshala, establishing a
medical college in Kullu and
buildingatunnel on Bhubhu
and Jalori Jot, he added.

He said the BJP candidate
has neither any vision nor
any thoughtand sheis asking
for votes by chanting Modi’s
name. Singh appealed to the
people to make him victori-
ous with a huge margin and
hewillleave no stone unturned
to fulfil their trust. He asked
them to cast their votes, as it
would play a decisive role in
the situation and direction of
the country’s politics.

369polling stationsidentified
as critical in Himachal Pradesh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 30 MAY

Outofatotal 0f 7,992 polling
stations which also include two
auxiliary polling stations in
Himachal Pradesh, 369 have
been placed in the critical
category for the elections to
be held on June 1.
Aspokesperson of the State
Election Department said
here on Thursday that the
highest number of critical
polling stations numbering 118
are in district Kangra fol-
lowed by 58 in Sirmour, while
there are 51 such critical
polling stations in Una.
“Apart from this, 45 crit-
ical polling stations have
beenidentified in Solan and
20 such polling stations are

in Chamba. In Hamirpur
there are 17 while Bilaspur,
Mandi and Shimla have 16
critical polling booths each,”
he said.

In Kinnaur there are seven
such booths which have been
identified as critical while
Kullu has three and Lahual-
Spiti has only two such polling
stations.

The state goes to the polls
on June 1 and elections are
being held in four parlia-
mentary constituencies Kan-
gra, Hamirpur, Shimla and
Mandi. Besides, by-elections
are also being held simulta-
neously in sixassembly con-
stituencies including Gagret,
Dharamshala, Sujanpur,
Barsar, Kuthler and Lahaul-
Spiti.

Thereal election of BJP work-
ers will be in 2027.”

They should vote rising
above partyideology to defeat
money power, he added. “For-
mer CM and Leader of Oppo-

sition Jai Ram Thakur is suf-
feringfromheat strokeand can
sayanything. Heisnotaleader
ofhiswords. Lackinglogic, he
ismakingabsurd statements.
Our governmentgave the Old
Pension Scheme (OPS) to the
employees, the employee who
used to geta Rs 5,000 pension
isnow getting Rs 50,000. This
has made Jai Ram Thakur
panicky,” he alleged.

Aiming at Union Minister
for Information and Broad-
castingand BJP candidate for
Hamirpur, Anurag Thakur he
accused him of suffering from
aphobia oflying as he is mis-

leading people on Jol Sappar
Medical College and Railway
Line.

“Anurag Thakurbecamea
captain afterlieutenantin the
Territorial Army and made
the youth Agniveer. This is a
bigbetrayal of the youth of the
country.Agniveer Yojanawill
be stopped as soon as the
India Alliance government is
formed,” he claimed.

He said with what faceis BJP
fighting this election when it
sold its lotus to the sellable
MLAs. The condition of BJP,
which calls itself the biggest
party, hasreached such a stage

that it has to field candidates
by selling lotus. The Chief
Minister said that the public
will now explain the culture of
Himachal to the 9 sellable
MLAs, including three inde-
pendents. They are sure to
stayathome. They have bought
lotus by selling hands.

The chiefminister appealed
to the people to vote for the four
Lok Sabha candidates Anand
Sharma (Kangra), Satpal Rai-
jada (Hamirpur), Vikrama-
ditya Singh (Mandi), Vinod
Sultanpuri (Shimla) and six
Assembly bye-election can-
didates Captain Ranjit, Vivek

Sharma, DevendraJaggi, Sub-
hash Dhatwalia, Anuradha
and Rakesh Kalia.

“Congress has given tick-
ets to honest candidates. Pri-
oritywas given considering their
cleanimage. After the election
campaign ends, voters still
have 24 hours to think about
why they are going to cast
their vote. Is it because six
sell-out Rajendra Rana, Sud-
hir Sharma, Ravi Thakur, Chai-
tanya Sharma, Devendra
Kumar Bhutto, and Indradutt
Lakhanpal have sold them-
selves? Theybought the with-
ered lotus by selling their

hands,” he charged, adding that
thereal election of genuine BJP
workerswillbein 2027 because
then candidates will be select-
ed according to their choice.

The chiefminister, appeal-
ingto the public to make peo-
ple’s power win and defeat
money power, said, “Ifmoney
powerwins by mistake then the
power of people’s vote will be
lost. People will elect MLAs by
voting and BJP will buy them.
Therefore, there is a need to
send astrong message that the
politics of horse-tradingwill not
workin Himachal Pradesh by
defeating BJP.”
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