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and had either ended up wrig-
gling their way to the catchment
area of the pond, or were con-
stantly coming up to the surface.
All the fish ultimately died,” said
Diwan Singh, a Dwarka resident
and member of an LG-appointed
Dwarka Water Bodies’ Commit-
tee.

“We have demanded action
against DDA. We were informed
that some beautification work
was ongoing for the trunk
drain-II, which ultimately con-
nects with the Najafgarh drain.
In order to carry out some
works, they had to temporarily
remove all sewage, but instead of
using septic tanks, officials sim-
ply opted to use the water body
as an outlet,” Singh alleged

The water body was revived
by locals in 2013 by gradually
creating a catchment area with a
deep basin in the middle. It was

then connected to stormwater
drains to utilise rainwater,
which gradually began to accu-
mulate over time, Singh said,
adding that the fish in the water
body is likely to be have been
introduced by a resident in the
area, with numbers naturally
increasing over time.

Ravinder Kumar, 34, a resi-
dent of Pochanpur village which
is located a few hundred metres
from the water body, said the
water’s colour had changed over
the last 48 hours, with the water
becoming visibly murkier. 

Though DDA stopped the flow
of sewage into the water body
hours after locals raised alarm,
the damage was done. 

“The water body sustains an
entire ecosystem as the fish
would attract birds,” Kumar
said, adding that the water in the
pond had also been gradually

reducing over the past few
months, with DDA allegedly
removing a natural catchment of
the pond three months ago while
carrying out drain beautification
work. 

When contacted, a DDA
spokesperson denied the allega-
tions. 

“DDA is continuously taking
and following up the matter for
proper redressal of the problem.
However, the sewerage into
ponds through our drain was
checked and no discharge was
found,” the spokesperson said. 

The Delhi Jal Board also has
pipes in the area. 

DJB when contacted, did not
respond to HT’s queries for com-
ment.

In a similar incident in July
last year, hundreds of fish were
found dead in the Najafgarh
drain, resulting in the National

Green Tribunal (NGT) ordering
an inquiry into the incident. 

An NGT-appointed commit-
tee in October identified a num-
ber of factors resulting in their
death, including discharge of
untreated waste from Haryana’s
sewage treatment plants, heavy
rain a day before the incident,
and high organic and chemical
pollution in the drain.

Manu Bhatnagar, principal
director of the natural heritage
division at INTACH, who was
part of the expert committee,

posal of garbage are now 
equipped with spark arresters”.

Spark arresters are added to
the exhaust system of vehicles and
each unit costs between ₹2,000 - 
₹3,000.  

The civic body said that the
Bhalswa and Ghazipur landfill 
sites now also have temperature 
sensors to monitor the inner tem-
perature of the mountain as an 
early warning system. Besides 
temperature monitoring, the NGT
panel had also recommended car-
bon monoxide monitors, methane
detectors, and fire alarm systems
which remain works in progress.

The civic body also plans to
deploy 26 personnel to monitor 
the three mountains and addi-
tional electricity poles are being 
added to increase illumination for
surveillance during the night, the
official said. 

There are four water tankers at
each mountain. “The fire depart-
ment has also provided a dedi-
cated fire tender at the nearest sta-
tion to reduce the response time. 
We have also held joint drills and
training between MCD and the 
fire department,” the MCD 
spokesperson said.

SK Tomar, divisional officer,
DFC, said that the landfill fires are
challenging because of the inac-
cessibility due to the height of the
dumps, the scale of flammable 
material, and the continuous 
release of flammable gases.

“The fire is caused due to a mix-
ture of flammable and poisonous

gases generated by waste decom-
position. The bigger fire tenders 
cannot climb the dumpsite while
the smaller 4,000-litre ones can-
not extinguish the flames,” he 
added. Tomar said the ideal pre-
ventive step to control such fires is
landfill management by develop-
ing layers of sand and debris over
fresh waste and developing green
cover. 

Besides being indicators of an
acute waste management crisis, 
Delhi’s landfill sites also contrib-
ute significantly to its air pollu-
tion. Toxic fumes that the landfills
emit include greenhouse gases 
like carbon dioxide, carbon mon-
oxide, hydrogen sulphide, dioxins,
and furans.

Bharati Chaturvedi, environ-
mentalist and founder of Chintan
Environmental Research and 
Action Group, said that water 
sprinklers and prevention steps 
are a little too late for the scale of 
the problem when the organic 
waste has already landed at the 
sites.  “We have had several fires 
in recent years. Instead of sprin-
klers, we should invest money in 
neighbourhood composting by 
developing infrastructure, three-
month running costs, and a buy-
back scheme for compost. These 
can ensure the viability of wet 
waste being treated. Hotels 
already do it and it needs to be 
expanded on an urgent basis to 
residential areas. It is harder to get
space for such composting units,”
she added.

The 1.5 acre pond in Dwarka  Sector 23 was revived by residents of the area. VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

April-June, October (post-monsoon): Months when methane 
generation from decomposing organic waste increases, thereby 
leading to frequent fires

Combustible problem

Landfill Ghazipur Okhla Bhalswa

Spark arresters in trucks done done done

CCTV cameras for surveillance 22 35 31

Monitoring teams for vigilance 6 6 6

Methane release pipes 10 --  10

Water sprinkler tanker 4 4 4

Temperature sensors 1 -- 1

Why do these fires occur?
Rising temperatures lead to a build-up of trapped methane inside 
the landfill site generated due to decomposition of organic 
waste, and a spark can initiate the fire

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Temperature sen-
sors, expansion of CCTV camera 
network, and spark arresters in 
trucks are just some of the meas-
ures the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) has undertaken in an
attempt to reduce fires at the three
garbage mountains in Delhi, offi-
cials aware of the matter said on 
Wednesday.

The efforts come a year after a
massive fire broke out at the Bhal-
swa landfill in April last year, 
when the site burnt for days on 
end. With temperatures set to rise,
the effectiveness of these meas-
ures will be put to the test in the 
coming weeks. A senior munici-
pal corporation official from the 
sanitation department said that 
the fires at the landfill sites are 
caused due methane emanating 
from the decomposing organic 
waste. 

“During summer, methane
generation increases and rising 
temperatures cause the build-up 
of trapped methane inside the lay-
ers at landfill sites. It is a natural 
phenomenon so our strategy 
mostly focused on early detection
of small fires which can be doused
before they go out of control,” the
official said.

Last year, around 20 instances
of small and big landfill fires were
reported and the inferno at Bhal-
swa lasted for over a week, mak-
ing it the biggest such episode in 
the last decade. Nearly 10 fire 
tenders of the Delhi Fire Services 
were rushed to control the blaze. 

A second municipal official
said that the civic body has devel-
oped an adequate network of 
CCTVs to monitor the three land-
fills – Okhla, Ghazipur and Bhal-
swa. “Thirty-one CCTVs are oper-
ational at Bhalswa, 35 at Okhla, 
and 22 at Ghazipur, to which ten 
more are being added. The foot-
age from these cameras is being 
monitored at the respective engi-
neer’s office at the site,” the official
added.

Taking cognisance of the
repeated fires, the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) last year consti-
tuted a committee, chaired by Jus-
tice SP Garg, a former judge of the
Delhi high court, to make recom-
mendations to prevent such inci-
dents. Among a series of recom-
mendations, the panel also man-
dated the installation of spark 
arresters in trucks and heavy 
machinery operating at landfill 
sites to prevent the possibility of 
fire.

MCD, in an official response,
said that, “All the vehicles enter-
ing sanitary landfill sites for dis-

Sensors, cameras at 
city landfills in MCD 
plan to prevent fires  

NEW DELHI:  A 16-year-old boy
was stabbed to death outside his
school in outer Delhi’s Narela on
Thursday afternoon, police said.

The suspect, 25-year-old Man-
ish, operates a sugarcane juice
cart and is on the run, said Ravi
Kumar Singh, DCP (outer-north).

“We have registered a murder
case and are on the lookout for
Manish,” he said, adding that the
boy lived with his parents in the
neighbourhood. “We found that
the boy and Manish were
involved in some quarrel about
seven or eight days ago. Manish
used an ice-pick from his sugar-
cane juice cart and stabbed the
boy to death,” police said.  HTC

16-YEAR-OLD BOY 
STABBED TO DEATH 
IN NARELA: POLICE

P
In order to carry 
out some works, 
(DDA), instead of 
using septic tanks, 
simply opted to use 
the water body as 
an outlet.
DIWAN SINGH,  member of 

Water Bodies’ Committee

said in the latest case, there are
likely to be two causes leading to
the death of fish, with the sew-
age not only likely reducing the
level of dissolved oxygen but also
leading to production of high
amount of nitrites and ammo-
nia. 

“Generally, when fish die dur-
ing the day, high ammonia and
nitrites is the reason. This is due
to sewage accumulating in a
water body. If fish die at night, it
id due to low levels of dissolved
oxygen,” he said.

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Sewage discharge
into a 1.5-acre pond in Dwarka
Sector 23 resulted in the death of
all the fish in it, residents of the
area alleged on Thursday, and
said that the water body was pol-
luted by a drain belonging to the
Delhi Development Authority.

According to residents of sec-
tors 22, 23 and the nearby
Pochanpur village, the sewage
flow on Wednesday into the
pond — revived by them almost
a decade ago — was through
DDA’s trunk drain-II for which
the body is currently carrying
out beautification work.

Hundreds of fish were seen
floating on the surface in a mat-
ter of hours, the locals alleged.

Denying the allegation, DDA
said that the discharge of excess
sewage was by another “public
utility department in charge of
sewerage system”. 

Following the incident, locals
wrote to the lieutenant governor,
the Delhi government’s environ-
ment department, the Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) and
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG), seeking action
against DDA. 

The residents have alleged
that a natural channel was cre-
ated by DDA, connecting the
trunk drain-II to the pond by
excavating the soil next to the
drain which passes parallel to
the water body. This, they
alleged, led to the sewage water
entering the water body. 

The locals noticed the con-
tamination after a strong foul
smell began emanating from the
pond, they said.

“Upon approaching the lake,
we saw several dead fish floating
on the surface. Others appeared
to be struggling to get oxygen

Revived by residents, Dwarka pond 
now contaminated by toxic sewage

Dead fish floating on the surface of the pond. VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

P
DDA is following 
up the matter. 
However, the 
sewerage through 
our drain was 
checked and no 
discharge found.
SPOKESPERSON,  
DDA

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The decision to
order a repolling to elect six
members of the powerful Stand-
ing Committee of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) was
taken in the interest of holding
“free and fair” elections, Delhi
mayor Shelly Oberoi told the
Delhi high court on Thursday.

The mayor’s submission came
against two petitions filed by two
BJP councillors, challenging her
decision to conduct a repoll.   

Senior advocate Rahul Mehra
said the petitions are “imma-
ture”, and that the election proc-
ess was yet to be concluded.
“The returning officer (mayor)
said everything stands compro-
mised. There is complete com-
motion. Elections must be free
and fair and they must also be
seen to be free and fair and
hence I am directing a re-poll,”
Mehra told the court while
opposing the pleas by BJP’s
Kamaljeet Sehrawat and Shikha
Rai. The mayor had ordered
fresh “repoll” and not “re-elec-
tion”, Mehra told justice Purus-
haindra Kaurav.

According to the BJP council-
lors, the elections on February

24 were completed and three
members each from the AAP
and BJP were elected to the
Standing Committee. However,
the mayor declared one vote
invalid, triggering a clash
between members of the two
parties. The mayor announced a
repoll on February 27. 

However, Sehrawat and Rai
moved the high court against the
decision.The high court had
stayed the order on February 25.

During the hearing on Thurs-
day, Mehra emphasised that
election refers to the “whole pro-
cedure” which embraces various
steps, including filing of nomina-
tion papers, polling and declara-
tion of results, and when the
election process is ongoing there
is a bar on entertaining petitions
in its regard. Stating that the
petitions before the court were
stalling the election process,
Mehra said the election should
be allowed as soon as possible.

Senior advocate Jayant
Mehta, for one of the BJP coun-
cillors, told the court that once
the election is completed, and
the returning officer has no dis-
cretion but to declare the results
and has no power to order
re-election. The arguments in
the case will continue next week.

Mayor defends her 
decision over repoll 
for MCD committee

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police on
Thursday said they arrested the
chief managing director (CMD)
of a food manufacturing and
distribution company for a
cheating and fraud case regis-
tered with their economic offen-
ces wing (EOW). 

The Delhi Police said that the
EOW unit arrested the CMD on
Thursday arrested the suspect.

“The accused and other

directors of the company had
issued post dated cheques to the
tune of ₹10 crore against pur-
chase of raw material from the
complainant. Later, these
cheques got dishonoured as
they were issued by their com-
pany which was already under
liquidation,” police said.

Police did not specify who the
complainant was and when the
case was registered. HTC

Food company CMD 
arrested for cheating

Notes:
1. Additional information on standalone financial results is as follows:

Particulars Quarter ended
(31/03/2023)

Current year ended
(31/03/2023)

Corresponding quarter
ended (31/03/2022)

Previous year ended
(31/03/2022)

Revenue from operations 1,939.48 8,684.35 1,852.34 8,179.50
Profit before tax 319.94 1,828.67 373.58 1,896.31
Profit after tax 233.03 1,373.26 291.76 1,432.93

2 . The above is an extract of the detailed format of audited consolidated financial results for the quarter and year ended 31 March 2023 filed with
the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 and 52 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of
the standalone and consolidated financial results for the quarter and year ended 31 March 2023 are available on the Stock Exchange websites
(www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com) and Company’s website (www.dabur.com).

For and on behalf of Board of Directors
Mohit Burman

Place: New Delhi Chairman
Date: 04 May 2023 DIN : 00021963

Regd. Office: 8/3, Asaf Ali Road, New Delhi -110 002
CIN: L24230DL1975PLC007908, Tel No. 011-23253488, Fax No. 011-23222051
Website: www.dabur.com e-mail: corpcomm@dabur.com

Dabur India Limited

( in crores, except ratios)

Extract of audited consolidated financial results for the quarter and year ended 31 March 2023

S.
No.

Particulars Quarter
ended

(31/03/2023)

Current
year ended
(31/03/2023)

Corresponding
quarter ended
(31/03/2022)

Previous
year ended
(31/03/2022)

1 Revenue from operations 2,677.80 11,529.89 2,517.81 10,888.68

2 Net Profit for the period / year (before tax, exceptional items and
share of (loss) / profit of joint venture)

396.44 2,220.31 475.91 2,355.48

3 Net Profit for the period / year before tax (after exceptional items and
share of (loss) / profit of joint venture)

396.25 2,218.68 389.71 2,268.68

4 Net Profit for the period / year after tax and share of (loss) / profit of
joint venture

292.76 1,701.33 294.34 1,742.30

5 Net Profit for the period / year after tax (after non controlling interest
and share of (loss) / profit of joint venture)

300.83 1,707.15 294.22 1,739.22

6 Total Comprehensive Income for the period {comprising profit for the
period / year (after tax) and other comprehensive income (after tax) }

196.14 1,481.66 232.99 1,650.02

7 Paid-up equity share capital (Face Value of 1 each) 177.18 177.18 176.79 176.79
8 Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) 8,796.08 8,796.08 8,204.51 8,204.51
9 Securities Premium Account 520.95 520.95 380.59 380.59
10 Net worth 8,973.26 8,973.26 8,381.30 8,381.30
11 Outstanding Debt 1,173.79 1,173.79 1,030.10 1,030.10
12 Debt Equity Ratio 0.13 0.13 0.12 0.12
13 Earnings per share (Face value of 1 each) (not annualised)

(a) Basic 1.70 9.64 1.66 9.84
(b) Diluted 1.69 9.61 1.66 9.81

14 Debt Service Coverage Ratio 13.04 22.72 26.39 34.50
15 Interest Service Coverage Ratio 16.52 33.35 47.01 68.57
16 Other Equity 8,796.08 8,796.08 8,204.51 8,204.51

Consolidated
Q4 CC

Revenue Up

8.6%

Consolidated
Full-Year CC
Revenue Up

8.2%
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