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efJeMes<e He´efleefveefOe
veF& efouueer~ Yeejle cesb SJeÀ efove

cesb JeÀesefJe[-19 JeÀs 12,729 veS
ceeceues meeceves Deeves JeÀs yeeo osMe cesb
meb¯eÀefcelees b JeÀer mebK³ee yeæ{JeÀj
3,43,33,754 nes ieF&~ Jenerb,
Ghe®eejeOeerve cejerpeesb JeÀer mebK³ee
yeæ{JeÀj~,48,922 nes ieF&~

JeÀsvêer³e mJeemL³e ceb$eeue³e JeÀer
Deesj mes Meg¯eÀJeej JeÀes megyen Dee"
yepes peejer efJeÀS ieS DeÐeleve
DeebJeÀæ[esb JeÀs Devegmeej, meb¯eÀceCe mes
221 Deewj ueesieesb JeÀer ceewle JeÀs yeeo
ce=leJeÀ mebK³ee yeæ{JeÀj 4,59,873
nes ieF&~ osMe cesb efheíues 28 efove mes
JeÀesefJe[-19 JeÀs owefveJeÀ ceeceues 20
npeej mes JeÀce nwb Deewj 131 efove mes
50 npeej mes JeÀce veS owefveJeÀ
ceeceues meeceves Dee jns nwb~ mJeemL³e
ceb$eeue³e ves yelee³ee efJeÀ osMe cesb
efheíues 24 Iebìesb cesb Ghe®eejeOeerve
cejerpeesb JeÀer mebK³ee cesb 343 JeÀer
yeæ{eslejer ope& JeÀer ieF& Deewj Fueepe

JeÀje jns cejerpees b JeÀer JeÀgue
mebK³ee~,48,922 nes ieF&, pees JeÀgue
ceeceueesb JeÀe 0.43 heÏefleMele nw~ ³en
oj cee®e& 2020 JeÀs yeeo mes meyemes
JeÀce nw~ cejerpeesb JeÀs "erJeÀ nesves JeÀer
je<ì^er³e oj 98.23 heÏefleMele nw, pees
cee®e& 2020 JeÀs yeeo mes meJee&efOeJeÀ
nw~ ceb$eeue³e ves yelee³ee efJeÀ owefveJeÀ
meb¯eÀceCe oj 1.90 heÏefleMele nw, pees
efheíues 32 efove mes oes heÏefleMele mes
JeÀce nw~ Jenerb, meehleeefnJeÀ meb¯eÀceCe
oj 1.25 heÏefleMele nw, pees efheíues
42 efove mes oes heÏefleMele mes JeÀce yeveer
ngF& nw~ DeebJeÀæ[esb JeÀs Devegmeej, DeYeer
leJeÀ JeÀgue 3,37,24,959 ueesie
meb¯eÀceCe cegJeÌle nes ®egJeÀs nwb, peyeefJeÀ
ce=l³eg oj 1.34 heÏefleMele nw~
je<ì^J³eeheer ìerJeÀeJeÀjCe cegefnce JeÀs
lenle DeYeer leJeÀ JeÀesefJe[-19 jesOeer
ìerJeÀesb JeÀer 107.70 JeÀjesæ[ mes
DeefOeJeÀ KegjeJeÀ oer pee ®egJeÀer nwb~ 

osMe cesb efheíues meeue meele
Deiemle JeÀes meb¯eÀefceleesb JeÀer mebK³ee
20 ueeKe, 23 Deiemle JeÀes 30
ueeKe Deewj heeb®e efmelebyej JeÀes 40
ueeKe mes DeefOeJeÀ nes ieF& Leer~ Jenerb,
meb¯eÀceCe JeÀs JeÀgue ceeceues 16
efmelebyej JeÀes 50 ueeKe, 28 efmelebyej
JeÀes 60 ueeKe, 11 DeJeÌìtyej JeÀes
70 ueeKe, 29 DeJeÌìtyej JeÀes 80
ueeKe Deewj 20 veJebyej JeÀes 90
ueeKe JeÀs heej ®eues ieS Les~ osMe cesb
19 efomebyej JeÀes ³es ceeceues SJeÀ
JeÀjesæ[ JeÀs heej, Fme meeue ®eej
ceF& JeÀes oes JeÀjes æ[ JeÀs heej Deewj
23 petve JeÀes leerve JeÀjes æ[ JeÀs heej
®eues ieS Les~ meb¯eÀceCe mes efheíues
24 Iebìes b ces b 221 ueesiees b JeÀer ceewle
ngF&, efpeveces b mes 136 ueesiees b JeÀer
ceewle JeÀs ceeceues JeÀsjue ces b meeceves
DeeS Deewj ceneje<ì^ cesb 32 ueesieesb
JeÀer ceewle ngF&~ 

Jeerj Depeg&ve, veF& efouueer, 6 veJecyej, 20217osMe 

JewOeeefvekeÀ met®eveeë HeeþkeÀeW keÀes meueen
oer peeleer nw efkeÀ efkeÀmeer efJe%eeHeve Hej
He´efleefke´À³ee mes Henues efJe%eeHeve ceW
He´keÀeefMele efkeÀmeer GlHeeo ³ee mesJee kesÀ
yeejs ceW Hetjer lejn GHe³egkeÌle peeb®e-
Heæ[leeue keÀj ueW~ ³en mecee®eej He$e
GlHeeo ³ee mesJee keÀer iegCeJeÊee Deeefo kesÀ
efJeJejCe kesÀ yeejs ceW efJe%eeHeveoelee Üeje
efkeÀS ieS oeJes ³ee GuuesKe keÀer Hegef<ì ³ee
meceLe&ve veneR keÀjlee~ mecee®eej He$e
GHejeskeÌle efJe%eeHeveeW kesÀ yeejs ceW efkeÀmeer Yeer
He´keÀej mes GÊejoe³eer veneR nesiee~ 

osMe cesb keÀesjesvee kesÀ 12,729 veS ceeceues DeeS meeceves

Deiejleuee, (Yee<ee)~ ef$ehegje
hegefueme ves cegmeueceeveesb JeÀes efveMeevee
yeveeles ngS neue cesb ngF& efnbmee JeÀs yeejs
cesb Deheveer meesMeue ceeref[³ee heesmì mes
JeÀefLele ªhe mes meecheÏoeef³eJeÀ efJeÜs<e
JeÀes yeæ{eJee osves JeÀs Deejeshe cesb
G®®elece v³ee³eeue³e JeÀs ®eej JeJeÀerueesb
JeÀs efKeueeHeÀ meKle ³etSheerS Deewj
Yeejleer³e ob[ mebefnlee JeÀer efJeefYevve
OeejeDeesb JeÀs lenle SJeÀ ceeceuee ope&
efJeÀ³ee nw~ heefM®ece ef$ehegje efpeues JeÀs
hegefueme DeOeer#eJeÀ ceeefCeJeÀ oeme ves
Meg¯eÀJeej JeÀes yelee³ee efJeÀ JeJeÀerueesb
JeÀes veesefìme osles ngS Gvnsb 10 veJebyej
leJeÀ hetíleeí JeÀs efueS hegefueme JeÀs
mece#e hesMe nesves JeÀes JeÀne ie³ee nw~
oeme ves  heerìerDeeF&-Yee<ee  JeÀes
yelee³ee,   G®®elece v³ee³eeue³eesb JeÀs

JeJeÀerueesb JeÀe SJeÀ mecetn efheíues
cebieueJeej JeÀes ef$ehegje Dee³ee Lee Deewj
GveJeÀs oewjs JeÀs yeeo nceves osKee efJeÀ
meesMeue ceeref[³ee cesb JeÀF& heesmì cesb
neue JeÀer meecheÏoeef³eJeÀ IeìveeDeesb JeÀs
mebyebOe cesb Demeblees<e pelee³ee ie³ee nw~
hegefueme ves ceeceuee ope& JeÀj efue³ee nw
Deewj Jen peevevee ®eenleer nw efJeÀ JeÌ³ee
Gvnesbves ³es heesmì efJeÀS ³ee ³es HeÀpeer&
heesmì Les~  Deiej Jes iewjJeÀevetveer
ieefleefJeefOe³eeb (jesJeÀLeece) JeÀevetve JeÀs
lenle oes<eer heeS peeles nwb lees Gvnsb meele
meeue leJeÀ JeÀer pesue JeÀer mepee nes
meJeÀleer nw~ efpeve ueesieesb JeÀes veesefìme
Yespes ieS nwb Gvecesb G®®elece v³ee³eeue³e
JeÀs JeJeÀerue SnlesMeece neMceer, uee@³eme&
HeÀe@j [scees¯eÀsmeer JeÀs meb³eespeJeÀ JeJeÀerue
Deefcele ÞeerJeemleJe, SvemeerS®eDeejDees

JeÀs je<ì^er³e meef®eJe Debmeej Fboewjer
Deewj heer³etmeerSue meom³e cegJeÀsMe
JeÀgceej Meeefceue nwb~ Gvnesbves oeJee
efJeÀ³ee efJeÀ jep³e cesb ceefnueeDeesb mecesle
cegefmuece mecegoe³e JeÀes efveMeevee yevee³ee
ie³ee Deewj SJeÀ ceefmpeo cesb leesæ[HeÀesæ[
JeÀer ie³eer~ ieewjleueye nw efJeÀ heæ[esmeer
yeebiueeosMe cesb meecheÏoeef³eJeÀ efnbmee JeÀs
efJejesOe cesb efJeée efnbot heefj<eo Üeje
efveJeÀeueer ie³eer jwueer JeÀs oewjeve 26
DeJeÌìtyej JeÀes ®eceìeruee cesb SJeÀ
ceefmpeo cesb leesæ[HeÀesæ[ JeÀer ie³eer Deewj
oes ogJeÀeveesb JeÀes HeÀtbJeÀ efo³ee ie³ee~
GÊejer ef$ehegje JeÀs hegefueme DeOeer#eJeÀ
Yeevegheo ®e¯eÀJeleer& ves yelee³ee Lee efJeÀ
vepeoerJeÀ JeÀs jesJee yeepeej cesb
cegmeueceeveesb JeÀs leerve ceJeÀeveesb Deewj
JeÀgí ogJeÀeveesb JeÀes Yeer uetìe ie³ee~ 

ef$ehegje hegefueme ves megHe´erce keÀesì& JeÀs ®eej
JeJeÀerueesb JeÀs efKeueeHeÀ ceeceuee ope& efJeÀ³ee

Oece& Deewj peeefle JeÀs veece
hej Yeejle JeÀes yeebìvee yebo

nesvee ®eeefnS : jengue ieebOeer
veF& efouueer, (JeerDe)~ JeÀebieÏsme JeÀs

hetJe& DeO³e#e jengue ieebOeer ves ieesJeOe&ve
hetpee JeÀs ceewJeÀs hej Meg¯eÀJeej JeÀes
mejJeÀej hej FMeejes-FMeejesb ces b
efveMeevee meeOee Deewj JeÀne efJeÀ Oece&
SJeb peeefle JeÀs veece hej Yeejle JeÀes
yeebìvee yebo nesvee ®eeefnS~ Gvnesbves
ìdJeerì efJeÀ³ee,   YeieJeeve ÞeerJeÀ=<Ce ves
ieesJeOe&ve heJe&le JeÀs veer®es meYeer JeÀes
megj#ee oer Leer~ Deepe Yeer efyevee
YesoYeeJe meYeer JeÀer megj#ee JeÀjveer
nesieer~  JeÀebieÏsme veslee ves peesj osJeÀj
JeÀne,    Oece&, cepeænye, peeefle JeÀs
veece hej Yeejle JeÀes yeebìvee yebo JeÀjesG
heeìer& cenemeef®eJe efheÏ³ebJeÀe ieebOeer Jeeêe
ves ìdJeerì efJeÀ³ee,   efieefjjepe mes O³eeve
ueieeJes, ceve Jeebefíle HeÀue let
heeJes...hetpee ieesJejOeve JeÀer JeÀefjuew~
meYeer osMeJeeefme³eesb JeÀes ieesJeOe&ve hetpee
(DevveJeÀtì heJe&) JeÀer neefo&JeÀ
MegYeJeÀeceveeSb~  

lesuebieevee: heìeKeesb cesb
OeceeJeÀs mes oes JeÀer
ceewle, SJeÀ Iee³eue
nwojeyeeo, (Yee<ee)~ lesuebieevee cesb

oerheeJeueer l³eenesj JeÀs oewjeve heìeKeesb
cesb OeceeJeÀs mes oes ueesieesb JeÀer ceewle nes
ieF& peyeefJeÀ SJeÀ Dev³e J³eefJeÌle Iee³eue
nes ie³ee~ hegefueme ves Meg¯eÀJeej JeÀes ³en
peeveJeÀejer oer~ hegefueme ves yelee³ee efJeÀ
leerveesb cetefle& efvecee&Ce FJeÀeF& cesb JeÀece
JeÀjles Les Deewj Gvnesbves ie[d{e
KeesoJeÀj jKee Lee Deewj ye=nmheefleJeej
JeÀer jele JeÀes Gmecesb heìeKes Yejs Deewj
Deeie ueieeF&~ ie[d{s JeÀes helLej Deewj
efceìdìer mes {bJeÀe ie³ee Lee~ hegefueme ves
yelee³ee efJeÀ De®eeveJeÀ mes heìeKee
HeÀìves JeÀer Ieìvee cesb oes ueesieesb JeÀer
ceewJeÀs hej ner ceewle nes ieF&~ Gvnesbves
yelee³ee efJeÀ SJeÀ J³eefJeÌle iebYeerj ªhe mes
Iee³eue nes ie³ee, efpemes Demheleeue cesb
Yeleer& JeÀje³ee ie³ee nw~

Deeefo iegjÀ MebJeÀje®ee³e& JeÀer
cetefle& JeÀe DeveeJejCe yesno
KegMeer JeÀe #eCe : ³eesieerjepe 

yesbieuegª, (Yee<ee)~ cewmegª JeÀs
cetefle&JeÀej DejÀCe ³eesieerjepe JeÀer JeÀF&
cenervees b JeÀer JeÀæ[er cesnvele
DeeefKejJeÀej Gme mece³e meHeÀue nes
ie³eer peye Meg¯eÀJeej JeÀes heÏOeeveceb$eer
vejsvê ceesoer ves GÊejeKeb[ cesb YeieJeeve
efMeJe JeÀs Oeece JeÀsoejveeLe cesb Deeefo
iegjÀ MebJeÀje®ee³e& JeÀer cetefle& JeÀe
DeveeJejCe efJeÀ³ee~ Fme #eCe mes yesno
heÏmevve SJeb Glmeeefnle ³eesieerjepe ves
heerìerDeeF&-Yee<ee  mes JeÀne,   ³en
nceejs efueS yesno KegMeer JeÀe heue nw~
nceves heÏefleefove JeÀce mes JeÀce 14 Iebìs
JeÀece JeÀj veew cenerves JeÀer JeÀæ[er cesnvele
JeÀs yeeo MebJeÀje®ee³e& JeÀer cetefle& JeÀes
lew³eej efJeÀ³ee~   

peccet ceW meercee megj#ee
yeue kesÀ efmeheener keÀer

mebefoiOe neuele ceW ceewle
peccet,(Jeelee&)~ peccet kesÀ heueewje

cegK³eeue³e ceW meercee megj#ee
yeue(yeerSmeSHeÀ) kesÀ SkeÀ efmeheener keÀer
mebefoiOeeJemLee ceW ceewle nes ie³eer nw~
ceO³ehe´osMe kesÀ Fboewj kesÀ jnves Jeeues
efmeheener heJeve ®eewneve (39) keÀes 04-
05 veJebyej keÀer jele yeerSmeSHeÀ
cegK³eeue³e mes mejkeÀejer cesef[keÀue
keÀe@uespe SJeb Demheleeue  ceW ce=le
DeJemLee ceW uee³ee ie³ee~ hegefueme ves
yelee³ee, '' ceewle keÀer JepeneW keÀe DeYeer
lekeÀ helee veneR ®euee nw~ '' yeerSmeSHeÀ
kesÀ SkeÀ DeefOekeÀejer ves yelee³ee efkeÀ
efmeheener heJeve ®eewneve ieg©Jeej jele keÀes
yeerSmeHeÀ Demheleeue ceW Yeleea ng³es Les~
leye Gvns meebme uesves ceW efokeÌkeÀle nes
jner Leer, efpememes Jen keÀeHeÀer yes®ewve
Lee~ ³eneb mes GvnW mejkeÀejer cesef[keÀue
keÀe@uespe peccet ues pee³ee ie³ee~ peneb
GvnW ce=le Ieesef<ele keÀj efo³ee ie³ee~

hebpeeye mejkeÀej nefLe³eej
lemkeÀjer jeskeÀves kesÀ efueS þesme

keÀoce GþeS: DeceeEjoj
®eb[erieæ{,(Jeelee&)~ hebpeeye kesÀ hetJe&

cegK³eceb$eer kewÀhìve DeceeEjoj eEmen ves
meercee heej mes jep³e ceW ueieeleej hengb®e
jns nefLe³eejeW keÀer ®egveewleer mes efveyeìves
kesÀ efue³es Del³eefOekeÀ meleke&Àlee yejleves
Deewj Fmemes efveyeìves kesÀ efue³es þesme
keÀe³e&³eespevee yeveeves keÀer ceebie keÀer nw~
kewÀhìve eEmen ves efoJeeueer keÀer hetJe& mebO³ee
hej efHeÀjespehegj efpeues kesÀ Deueer kesÀ
ieebJe kesÀ KesleeW mes yejeceo efìefHeÀve yece
keÀes ueskeÀj Deepe ³eneb Deheves ìdJeerì ceW
jep³e mejkeÀej efJeMes<ekeÀj jep³e kesÀ
ie=n ceb$eer megKeeEpeoj eEmen jbOeeJee hej
nceuee yeesueles ng³es keÀne ceb$eer meercee
heej mes nes jner Fve ieefleefJeefOe³eeW keÀes
ueskeÀj FvekeÀej keÀjves keÀer he´Je=efÊe mes
yeenj efvekeÀue keÀj Fme Kelejs keÀes
iecYeerjlee mes ueWies~ meercee heej mes
ueieeleej nefLe³eej lemkeÀjer Deewj Dev³e
ceeO³ece³eeW mes jep³e ceW uee³es pee jns
nQ~ mejkeÀej keÀes Fme yeejs ceW DeefOekeÀ
meleke&Àlee yejleves Deewj Fme ®egveewleer mes
efveyeìves kesÀ efue³es þesme jCeveerefle
yeveeveer ®eeefnS~ kewÀhìve eEmen keÀe ³en
ìdJeerì Gme mece³e Dee³ee nw peye jep³e
keÀer efHeÀjespehegj Deewj uegefOe³eevee
hegefueme keÀer keÀeGbìj FbìsueerpeWme ìerce
Deewj peiejeJeb meerDeeF&S ves efHeÀjespehegj
kesÀ Deueer kesÀ ieebJe kesÀ Kesle mes iele
yegOeJeej keÀes SkeÀ efìefHeÀve yejeceo keÀj
efoJeeueer heJe& hej yeæ[s DeelebkeÀer nceues
keÀes Deb]peece osves kesÀ <e[³eb$e keÀe
Yeb[eHeÀesæ[ efkeÀ³ee Lee~ ³en yejeceoieer
peueeueeyeeo meeF&keÀue yece efyemHeÀesì
ceW efmeueefmeues ceW efiejHeÌleej efkeÀ³es ie³es
leerve ueesieeW mes hetíleeí kesÀ yeeo keÀer
ieF& Leer~ Fme ceeceues keÀer peeb®e jeä^er³e
peeb®e SpeWmeer (SveDeeF&S) peeb®e keÀj
jner nw~

heeb®e meeue JeÀs ye®®es
JeÀes G"e ues ie³ee
pebieueer peeveJej
efMeceuee, (Yee<ee)~ ³eneb efoJeeueer

JeÀer jele JeÀes heeb®e meeue JeÀs SJeÀ ye®®es
JeÀes SJeÀ pebieueer peeveJej G"e ues
ie³ee~ Jeve DeefOeJeÀejer ves Meg¯eÀJeej JeÀes
yelee³ee efJeÀ ye®®ee peye Deheves íesìs
YeeF& JeÀs meeLe Kesue jne Lee leye ³en
Ieìvee ngF&~ efheíues leerve cenerves cesb
efMeceuee cesb Ssmeer ³en otmejer Ieìvee nw~
Deiemle cesb JeÀveueesie cesb heeb®e meeue JeÀer
SJeÀ ye®®eer JeÀes lesbogDee G"eJeÀj ues
ie³ee Lee Deewj Gmes ceej [euee Lee~  

Himachal Pradesh
Public Works Department

Invitation For Bids (IFB)
The Executive Engineer H.P.P.W.D., Theog Division on behalf of Governor of
H.P. invites the item rate basis, in electronic tendering system from the eligible
class of contractors registered with H.P.P.W.D., for the works as detailed in the
table:-
Sr. No. 1, Name of work: C/o Chailla Mohari Narkanda road km. 0/0 to 18/0
(SH:- C/o 6.00 mtr. Span RCC slab culvert including both side wing walls at RD
12/105). Estimated cost; 13,67,682, Starting  date for downloading bid:
12/11/2021 17:00 Hrs. Earnest money: 28,000, Time allowed: Three months,
Cost of form: 500, Deadline for submission of bid: 20/11/2021 17:00 Hrs. Sr.
No. 2, Name of work: C/o road from Darjolidhar to Mohari km. 0/0 to 2/915
(SH:- Formation cutting in km. 0/705 to 1/405 from Mohari side). Estimated
cost ; 10,97,939, Starting date for downloading bid: 12/11/2021 17:00 Hrs.
Earnest money: 22,000, Time allowed: Two months, Cost of form: 500,
Deadline for submission of bid: 20/11/2021 17:00 Hrs. Sr. No. 3, Name of
work: C/o Shilaroo to Rachhan road km. 0/0 to 2/390 (SH:- C/o PCC R/wall at
RD 1/105 to 1/190) Estimated cost: 8,88,648, Starting  date for downloading
bid: 12/11/2021 17:00 Hrs. Earnest money: 18,000, Time allowed: Two
months, Cost of form : 350, Deadline for submission of bid: 20/11/2021 17:00
Hrs.
The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department
website www.hptenders.govt.in Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
Theog Division, B & R,

H.P.P.W.D., Theog  Tel. 01782238376  
RO No. 4595/2021-2022 Email.ee-the-hp@nic.in
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pany is charging a deposit of
$99 or ₹7,350 per customer
and claims to deliver data
speeds in the range of 50-150
megabits per second in the
beta stage.

Bhargava had earlier
announced that the company
will focus on 10 rural Lok
Sabha constituencies to pro-

the devil is in the details and
there may be many good rea-
sons why one or more broad-
band providers do not want to
collaborate, though to me that
seems unlikely,” Bhargava
said.

Starlink claims to have
received more than 5,000 pre-
orders from India. The com-

vide internet services for 80%
of the Starlink terminals
shipped to India.

“At Starlink, we can roll out
fast if we have licensing
approval and... the Starlinks
could move to other remote
areas,” Bhargava said.

In a social media post, Bhar-
gava said the company wants
to collaborate with all.

“We want to collaborate
with all and have others
besides us licensed to provide
satellite broadband so that sat-
ellite plus terrestrial together
can provide 100% broadband,
especially in rural districts,” he
said.

There have been some
reports of Starlink mulling
manufacturing of terminals to
provide satellite broadband
services in India, but Bhargava
clarified that the company is
not actively thinking about
making terminals for broad-
band locally.

PTI

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

E
lon Musk-led SpaceX’s
satellite broadband arm
Starlink is planning to

explore collaboration with tel-
ecom companies in India to
expand broadband services in
the country with a focus on
rural areas, a top company offi-
cial said on Friday.

Starlink country director
India at SpaceX Sanjay Bhar-
gava said that discussions with
broadband service providers
will start once the 12 phase-1
aspirational districts are iden-
tified by Niti Aayog and the
company will see the interest
levels of the various players
and the USOF (universal ser-
vice obligation fund).

“I am hoping that we will get
a time-bound 100% broad-
band plan that can serve as a
model for other districts, but

Starlink to explore collaboration with   
telcos in India for broadband services

Starlink says it has received more than 5,000 pre-orders from 

India and claims to deliver data speeds of 50-150 Mbps. ISTOCK
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P
etrol price has been fur-
ther reduced by as much
as ₹8.7 per litre and die-

sel by ₹9.52 in BJP-ruled states
and Union territories as they
matched the central govern-
ment’s announcement of a cut
in excise duty with slashing of
local sales tax (VAT) rates.

Buckling under pressure,
the Centre had on Wednesday
cut excise duty on petrol by ₹5
per litre and that on diesel by
₹10 a litre to give a reprieve to
consumers battered by
record-high retail fuel prices.

This announcement was
matched by 22 states and UTs
cutting VAT rates in different

proportions.
This has led to BJP and its

partner ruled states witnessing
steeper reductions in petrol
and diesel prices in compari-
son to Maharashtra, Delhi,
West Bengal and
other states that
are governed by
other political
parties, accord-
ing to a price
chart of different
locations pre-
pared by state-
owned oil firms.

The additional
reduction, on top
of the excise duty cut, is the
lowest in Uttarakhand because
of lower duty cuts and the
highest in UT of Ladakh. On
petrol, the price reduction

over and above the excise
reduction ranges from ₹1.97
per litre in the case of Uttara-
khand to ₹8.70 in Ladakh.

For diesel, the additional
reduction warranted by VAT

cuts, range from
₹17.5 a litre in
Uttarakhand to
₹9.52 in Ladakh.

The states and
U T s  t h a t
extended addi-
tional VAT bene-
fits are Karnataka,
Puducherry, Miz-
oram, Arunachal
Pradesh, Mani-

pur, Nagaland, Tripura,
Assam, Sikkim, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Dadra
& Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu,
Chandigarh, Haryana, Hima-

chal Pradesh, Jammu & Kash-
mir, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pra-
desh and Ladakh.

Karnataka saw a ₹8.62 a litre
cut in petrol price due to VAT
reduction and ₹9.40 in diesel
rates, while Madhya Pradesh
gave its citizens an additional
₹6.89 price relief on petrol and
₹6.96 on diesel. UP lowered
VAT on petrol by ₹6.96 and
diesel by ₹2.04 a litre.

States that have so far not
lowered VAT include Con-
gress and its allies ruled Rajast-
han, Punjab, Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand and
Tamil Nadu, AAP-ruled Delhi,
TMC-governed West Bengal,
Left-ruled Kerala, BJD-gov-
erned Odisha, TRS-led Telan-
gana and YSR Congress-ruled
Andhra Pradesh.

Fuel prices get cheaper in BJP-ruled states

The excise duty
cut by the Centre
was matched by

22 states/UTs 
reducing VAT 

rates in different
proportions

Air traffic demand 
saw a moderate 
uptick in Sep: IATA
Rhik Kundu

rhik.k@livemint.com
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A
ir travel witnessed a
moderate rebound in
September 2021 from

August driven by a recovery in
domestic markets such as
China, airline trade group
International Air Transport
Association (IATA), which has
more than 290 global airlines
as members, said on Friday.

However, overall interna-
tional air passenger traffic
demand slipped slightly com-
pared to August, it said.

“Total demand for air travel
in September 2021 (measured
in revenue passenger kilome-
ters or RPKs) was down 53.4%
compared to September 2019,”
IATA said. 

“Domestic markets were
down 24.3% compared to Sep-
tember 2019, a significant
improvement from August
2021, when traffic was down
32.6% versus two years ago. All
markets showed improvement
with the excep-
tion of Japan and
Russia, though
t h e  l a t t e r
remained in solid
growth territory
compared to
2019,” it said.

International
p a s s e n g e r
demand in Sep-
tember was 69.2% below Sep-
tember 2019, fractionally worse
than the 68.7% decline
recorded in August, IATA said.

Indian airlines fared better in
September compared to the
previous month, on the back of
festive season bookings. 

Domestic air passenger traf-
fic saw a 5.45% growth in Sep-
tember. Around 7.07 million
passengers took to the skies in
during the month, compared to
6.7 million in August, accord-
ing to data from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).

“September’s performance

is a positive development but
recovery in international traffic
remains stalled amid continu-
ing border closures and quar-
antine mandates. The recent
US policy change to reopen
travel from 33 markets for fully
vaccinated foreigners from 8
November is a welcome, if long
overdue, development,” said
Willie Walsh, IATA’s director
general. 

“Along with recent re-open-
ings in other key markets such
as Australia, Argentina, Thai-
land, and Singapore this should

give a boost to the
large-scale resto-
ration of the free-
dom to travel,”
Walsh said.

Regular inter-
national commer-
cial flight opera-
tions remain sus-
pended because
of the covid-19

pandemic. The Indian govern-
ment recently extended the
ban on international commer-
cial flights at least till 30
November. However, dedi-
cated cargo flights and flights
under bilateral air bubble pacts
with select countries continue
to operate.

India currently has bilateral
air bubble agreements with
about 28 countries, including
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhu-
tan, Canada, France, Germany,
Iraq, Japan, Kenya, Nepal,
Netherlands, Nigeria, Oman,
Qatar, the UAE, the UK, and the
US.

International 
passenger 
demand in 

September was
69.2% below 

September 2019
level

Domestic air passenger traffic 

saw a 5.45% rise in September.

China’s dollar surplus 
baffles world markets

Its stable forex reserves mean dollars are being funnelled somewhere else

Bloomberg
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U
nprecedented trade surpluses
and record inflows into its
bond market are giving China
a stockpile of dollars unseen
since the days when the Asian

savings glut was blamed for keeping US
interest rates excessively low and fuelling
the sub-prime mortgage crisis.

But unlike then, when China aggres-
sively recycled its dollar holdings into US
Treasuries, China’s giant pile of foreign
exchange reserves are holding broadly
stable. That means the dollars are being
funnelled somewhere else, but exactly
where is proving to be a bit of a mystery.

While some of that flood of greenbacks
is ending up as deposits at Chinese banks,
the large ‘errors and omissions’ in the
nation’s balance of payments is muddying
the picture. What is clear is that the dollars
offer China an important cushion against
any future shocks in the world economy,
even as companies like China Evergrande
Group struggle to repay their debts.

“It is exceedingly difficult to get a clear
view of how China’s current account sur-
plus is recycled,” said Alvin Tan, head of
Asia foreign
exchange strat-
egy at RBC Capi-
tal  Markets.
Nonetheless, the
dollars mean that
“ w h a t e v e r
China’s economic
challenges ahead,
there is little danger of either a balance-of-
payments or a foreign-debt problem”.

Foreign currency bank deposits are just
shy of a record $1 trillion, while the trade
surplus in the first nine months of 2021 hit
$440 billion compared with the 2015-19
average of $336 billion and 2020’s $325
billion, as per Morgan Stanley estimates.

At the same time, an aggressive covid-
zero policy has shuttered the nation’s bor-

ders and kept millions of Chinese tourists,
and their savings, at home. 

Some analysts argue that the booming
current account has allowed China’s poli-
cymakers to rein in massive amounts of
debt and begin a long-awaited campaign
to deleverage its troubled real estate sec-
tor this year. But that leaves a question as
to whether America’s demand for goods

will keep up enough momentum to offset
the effects of China’s slower credit growth.

“Chinese macro policy has become a big
bet on US growth as it attempted to
replace its credit impulse via the current
account,” Jon Turek of JST Advisors wrote
in recent research. “China tightened
credit while the external-account surplus
blew out. This allowed China to import the
aggregate demand that it was ‘sacrificing’

from reducing credit growth.”
The State Administration of Foreign

Exchange released balance of payments
data for the third quarter on Friday. They
suggested “the fastest reserve accumula-
tion since early 2014,” Goldman Sachs
Group Inc. analysts wrote. That’s one out-
let for the surfeit of dollars, though official
reserves as of September were less than at

the start of the
year.

One conse-
quence of the dol-
lar influx is the
yuan’s ongoing
strength—it has
been the best per-
forming currency

in Asia this year against the dollar. But that
isn’t enough to explain what’s happening
to all those greenbacks. One possibility is
that companies have left a large slice of
their foreign trade receipts overseas, said
Becky Liu, Standard Chartered Plc’s head
of China macro strategy. “This means the
increased foreign currency holdings are
primarily held by the private sector, rather
than the public sector,” she said.
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FOREIGN currency 
bank deposits in 
China are just shy of 
a record $1 trillion, as 
per Morgan Stanley

CHINA‘s trade 
surplus in the first 
nine months of this 
year hit $440 bn; in 
2020, it was $325 bn

ONE consequence of 
the dollar influx is the 
yuan’s strength; this 
year, it is Asia’s best 
performing currency

HOWEVER, official 
foreign exchange 
reserves as of Sep 
were less than at
the start of the year

Trade surpluses and record inflows into its bond market are giving China an 

unprecedented stockpile of dollars. BLOOMBERG
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