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URVASHI DEV RAWAL / Jaipur   

In a jolt to the Congress government in
Rajasthan, the BJP won handsomely in
the local body polls as results came in on
Wednesday. The saffron party claimed
that the victory was proof that the poor
and farmers have faith in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. 

Of  the 21 districts where the polls were

held, the BJP won a majority in 14 while
the Congress managed only five. Of  the
222 panchayat samitis, BJP was victori-
ous on 93 while the Congress got 81. In a
first, the BJP reversed the trend of  the
ruling government winning a majority
in elections to the panchayat samitis and
zila parishads which are local bodies in
villages and districts. 

Of  the total 4371 panchayat samitis
where elections were held, the BJP
bagged 1989 while the Congress was a dis-
tant second with 1852 seats. Independ-
ents won on 439 seats while the NDA ally

Rashtriya Loktantrik Party won 60 seats,
the CPIM won 26 and the BSP won five. 

Similarly, the BJP won 354 of  636 Zila
Parishad seats while the Congress
emerged victorious on 252 seats. The RLP
bagged 10 seats, independents won 18
seats and the CPIM won on two seats. 

The Congress, still emerging from the
aftershocks of  the political crisis that al-
most topped the government, the ab-
sence of an organisational set-up proved
detrimental. The party depended on
MLAs to distribute tickets and give party
symbols, resulting in nepotism. 

2.6 lakh govt healthcare
staff to get vaccine first 

AGENCIES / Mumbai

Around 2.6 lakh govern-
ment employees in the
healthcare sector including
doctors and nurses will get
the coronavirus vaccine in
the first round of  inocula-
tion in Maharashtra, an of-
ficial said on Wednesday.

The state government on
Wednesday held its first re-
view meeting on the prepa-
ration for vaccination,
where facilities of  storage
and transportation, final-
ization of  lists of  benefici-
aries and setting up of  vac-
cination booths were dis-
cussed, he said.

"There are some 2.6 lakh
employees in the state
working in the health sec-
tor who will get the vaccine
dose in the first round. As
many as 16,245 employees
have been registered on the

government's Co-vin por-
tal," the senior health de-
partment official said.

The portal has been set up
to create a database of  em-
ployees to be vaccinated on
priority. "The beneficiaries
also include frontline work-
ers such as police, home
guard, paramilitary forces,
state and central reserve
forces as well as the people
who are above 50 years of
age and are suffering from
co-morbidities," the official
said.

"The vaccination will
take place on the lines of
the election commission's
system. A list of  the people
who will get vaccinated in
the first round will be pre-
pared. The selected persons
will have to produce identi-
fication card before under-
going vaccination," he
added.

FROM ADAMANT TO...
In a bid to allay their apprehension that corporates will take
over agricultural land, the note clarified that no buyer can
take loans against agricultural land, as only farmers will be
able to do so. Information and Broadcasting Minister
Prakash Javadekar sought to point out that majority of the
farmers are not supporting the farm laws, as is apparent
from the BJP's big victory in the Panchayat elections in Ra-
jasthan. The union leaders retorted that the minister will re-
alise his mistake when Rajasthan farmers start crowding on
Delhi borders.

Cong suffers blow...
The Congress lost even in the home districts of ministers
Govind Singh Dotasra, who is also the head of the party's
state unit, Cooperative Minister Udai Lal Anjana and Sports
Minister Ashok Chandna. In Sikar's Laxmangarh panchayat
samiti, which comes under Dotasra's constituency, the BJP
won 13 of the 25 seats while Congress got 11. An inde-
pendent candidate also won. In Chittorgarh's Nimbahera
panchayat samiti, the BJP won 14 out of 17 seats, an em-
barrassment for minister Udai Lal Anjana. In Tonk panchay-
at samiti, where no party got a majority, three independent
winners have pledged support to Tonk MLA Sachin Pilot, ac-
cording to the husband of one of them. If this happens, the
samiti will go to the Congress. The polls were held in the
districts of Ajmer, Banswara, Barmer, Bhilwara, Bikaner, Bun-
di, Chittorgarh, Churu, Dungarpur, Hanumangarh, Jaisalmer,
Jalore, Jhalawar, Jhunjhunu, Nagaur, Pali, Pratapgarh, Ra-
jsamand, Sikar, Tonk and Udaipur. 

Serum, Biotech told...
The Subject Expert Committee of the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation met on Wednesday to discuss the
emergency authorisation applications. Serum is currently
undergoing Phase 3 clinical trials in India while Bharat
Biotech is yet to complete these, Associated Press quoted
health officials as saying. Apart from these, Pfizer has also
applied for emergency use permission and its application is
under consideration. According to Indian rules for acceler-
ated approval of vaccines, a company can be granted a li-
cense if regulators are “satisfied with the risk-benefit ratio,”
said Balram Bharagava, head of the Indian Council of Med-
ical Research. 

India buys $3.4bn...
According to the 2020 edition of the Historical Sales Book,
India purchased weapons worth $754.4 million in 2017 and
$282 million in 2018. Between 1950 and 2020, US sale of
weapons to India under Foreign Military Sales (FMS) cate-
gory was $12.8 billion. For Pakistan, the official figures re-
flected that sale of weapons under FMS did happen, even
though there was a freeze in any military and security as-
sistance to Islamabad from the Trump administration. In
2020, US sale of weapons to Pakistan was $146 million, in
2018 it was $65 million and in 2017 it was $22 million. In
2019, there was no sale of US military weapons to Pakistan.
In fact, the US refunded $10.8 million to Pakistan, taken for
the purchase of weapons. Between 1950 and 2020, Pak-
istan purchased weapons worth $10 billion from the US un-
der FMS. However, the total supply of American military
weapons to Pakistan is much more, as a major chunk of
weapons to Pakistan has gone from US as military and se-
curity assistance.  According to the Assistant Secretary of
State for Political Military Affairs Clarke Cooper, fiscal 2020
saw a total of USD 175.8 billion in US government-autho-
rised arms exports. This is overall a 2.8 per cent increase
since fiscal year 2019.  The overall value of State Depart-
ment-authorised government-to-government FMS cases im-
plemented by the Defense Security Cooperation Agency de-
creased 8.3 per cent from USD 55.39 billion in Fiscal Year
2019 to USD 50.78 billion in Fiscal Year 2020. "The dollar
value of potential FMS sales, formally notified to Congress,
also rose by more than 50 per cent from USD 58.33 billion
to USD 87.64 billion. This was driven by the July potential
sale of USD 23.11 billion worth of F-35 aircraft to Japan,
which was the second largest single FMS notification ever
authorised by the Department of State," Cooper said. The Di-
rect Commercial Sales (DCS), which is the Department of
State-authorised commercial export licenses, totalled USD
124.3 billion in fiscal year 2020, and this was up from USD
114.7 billion in fiscal year 2019, he said.  "This represented
an 8.4 per cent increase. This total value covers authorisa-
tions of hardware, defense services, and technical data. The
total number of licences issued decreased by 20-per cent
from 36,111 in Fiscal Year 2019 to 28,800 in Fiscal Year
2020," Cooper said. The top commercial DCS notified to
Congress in Fiscal Year 2020 included a USD 8.39 billion
sale to Australia, Canada, Denmark, Italy, Japan, and the
United Kingdom for F-35 components. This also included a
USD 3.2 billion sale to Australia for P-8 aircraft parts, and a
USD 2.48 billion sale to United Kingdom and Australia for E-
7 airborne early warning and control aircraft, Cooper said.
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8 NATION Jewellery worth Rs 5 cr lost in daring robbery
PATNA: Maintaining law and order continues to be a challenge for Bihar even after Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar recently assumed office for another term. On Wednesday morning, six armed men struck
at a jewellery shop in Darbhanga and took away jewellery worth more than Rs 5 crore. The victim Sunil
Lath claimed the robbers took away gold weighing more than 10 kg along with cash. The robbers
struck around 10.30 am, shortly after the city's biggest jewellery shop opened for the day.
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BJP win in Raj polls jolts Cong

CJI's mother
'duped' by

family property
caretaker;

accused held
AGENCIES / Nagpur

Chief  Justice of  India
(CJI) Sharad Arvind
Bobde's mother was al-
legedly duped to the tune
of  Rs 2.5 crore by the
caretaker of  a family
property here, the police
said on Wednesday. 

The accused, Tapas
Ghosh (49), was arrested
on Tuesday night. A Spe-
cial Investigation Team
(SIT) is looking into the
matter under the super-
vision of  DCP Vinita
Sahu, said Nagpur com-
missioner of  police (CP)
Amitesh Kumar.  Mukta
Bobde, CJI Bobde's moth-
er, is the owner of  Seadon
Lawn near Akashwani
Square which is rented
out for marriages and
other functions, he said. 

The Bobde family had
appointed Ghosh as care-
taker of  the property in
2007. He was paid salary
and also a commission on
bookings.  Taking advan-
tage of  Mukta Bobde's ad-
vanced age and frail
health, Ghosh and his
wife allegedly kept her in
the dark about transac-
tions, and did not deposit
the entire rent amount
which they collected, the
CP said. 

West Bengal ex-CM
Buddhadeb critical

PREMA RAJARAM
Kolkata

Former West Bengal
Chief  Minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhat-
tacharya was admit-
ted to Woodlands
Hospital in Kolkata
on Tuesday due to
respiratory compli-
cations. Bhat-
tacharya, 76, is cur-
rently in the critical care department. 

“Comrade Buddhadeb Bhattacharya has been
admitted for treatment of  acute exacerbation of
his respiratory problems. No visitor is being al-
lowed now. Well-wishers are requested to co-op-
erate with the hospital authority for maintain-
ing strict discipline in this regard,” CPIM leader
Surya Kanta Mishra tweeted.   

The medical reports say that old patches of
pneumonia were found while the COVID-19 test
results were negative.  

Chief  Minister Mamata Banerjee tweeted
wishing her predecessor a speedy recovery.
“Concerned to hear that former CM Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee has been hospitalised with
breathing problems. Praying for his speedy re-
covery and wishing him well,” tweeted Mamata.  

Governor JagdeepDhankhar too wished him a
speedy recovery. “Wishing speedy health recov-
ery of  former West Bengal CM Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharya admitted in Hospital. Getting updates
from hospital authorities,” the Governor tweet-
ed.  Bhattacharya was the West Bengal CM from
2000-2011.  

It’s first time incumbent
government lost local

body elections
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