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NEW DELHI
‘We need a
British Trump’

Former British prime min-
ister Elizabeth Truss on Sat-
urday pitched for bringing
the "best of reforms”, fixing
some arrangement in the
"oowerful bureaucracy” in
the United Kingdom and
creating a movement akin
to the one in the US that led
to "big changes” there.
"Frankly, | think we need a
British Trump. The question
is who that individual might
be,” she said and cited US
President-elect Donald
Trump's "MAGA" (Make
America Great Again)
movement.

NEW DELHI
More areasin
severe category

Delhi's air quality worsened
further on Saturday, with
many areas in the "severe”
category, even as auth-
orities intensified their ac-
tion by imposing penalties
of around Rs 5.85 crore on
the first day of anti-pollution
measures under the third
stage of Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP). The
city's 24-hour Air Quality
Index (AQ)), recorded at 4
pm daily, stood at 417, mak-
ing it the worst in the
country. On Friday, the AQI
level was 396.

KOCHI
Foreign cos need

nod for survey

The Kerala High Court has
held that if any foreign or-
ganisation wants to conduct
a survey in India, permission
from the central govern-
ment is necessary. The rul-
ing from the High Court
came while disposing of a
plea seeking quashing of
criminal proceedings
against an Indian company
for conducting a survey in
Thiruvananthapuram in
2010, which according to the
police was aimed at “injur-
ing the emotional feelings
of the Muslim community”.

NEW DELHI
Foodgrain for

Suriname

India on Saturday sent 425
metric tonnes of food grains
and other edible items to
Suriname as part of its de-
velopment assistance to the
South American country.
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said the consignment
was sent to support Suri-
name's social welfare pro-
gramme.

NEW DELHI

Army chiefto
visit Nepal

Army chief General Upendra
Dwivedi will embark on a
four-day visit to Nepal start-
ing November 20 to explore
ways to expand the already
close defence and strategic
ties between the two coun-
tries and review the evolving
regional security situation. In
Kathmandu, Gen. Dwivedi will
be conferred the honorary
rank of "General of the Nepal
Army" by Nepalese President
Ramchandra Paudel.

JHANSI INFERNO: Electrical short circuit suspected as cause of incident

Expired fire extinguisher; faulty

Govt dismisses
claims of
expired fire
extinguishers

Biswajeet Banerjee
JHANSI

A fire at the Special Newborn
Care Unit (SNCU) of Maha-
rani Laxmi Bai Medical Col-
lege in Jhansi claimed the
lives of 10 newborns on Fri-
day night, exposing signifi-
cant lapses in fire safety
measures as Uttar Pradesh
government has ordered
probe into the incident.

The incident occurred
while 55 newborns were
being treated in the ward. Al-
though 45 infants were res-
cued, 10 succumbed to severe
burns and asphyxiation.

Initial investigations re-
vealed that expired fire extin-
guishers and non-functional
fire alarms severely ham-
pered the rescue operations.
Some extinguishers had not
been refilled since 2019, mak-
ing them non-operational for
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UP Dy CM Brajesh Pathak interacts with officials during

an inspection after a fire broke out inside NICU of the
Maharani Laxmi Bai Medical College, in Jhansi district

years, while others had ex-
ceeded their service life.
Many others had exceeded
their service life by one to
two years. Instead of being
functional safety tools, these
extinguishers were mere
decorative relics, rendering
them useless in containing
the fire.

Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak refuted these
claims saying hospitals fire
safety systems were last in-
spected in February 2024,
followed by a mock drill in
June. Further compounding

the tragedy was the failure of
the fire alarms installed in
the SNCU. Witnesses re-
ported no alarm sounding
when the fire broke out, de-
laying immediate evacuation
efforts. By the time smoke
engulfed the ward, panic and
confusion had spread, mak-
ing rescue efforts more chal-
lenging.

“If the fire alarm had
sounded in time, this would
have alerted people around
that place,” eyewitness said.

The fire reportedly began
due to sparking in an oxygen

concentrator, causing flames
to spread rapidly through the
ward. Staff and firefighters
struggled to gain access to
the infants as the blaze
blocked the main entry
point. Rescuers eventually
broke windows to reach the
babies. Most of those rescued
were from the external unit
of the SNCU, while those in
the inner unit suffered the
most severe injuries.

Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak who visited
the hospital on Saturday
morning expressed sOrrow
over the tragedy, describing
it as a deeply unfortunate
incident. He commended the
efforts of the ward staff, who
worked alongside family
members to rescue the
babies, but dismissed allega-
tions of negligence.

Pathak stated that the hospi-
tal’s fire safety systems were last
inspected in February 2024,
with a mock drill conducted in
June. However, critics have
questioned the efficacy of these
measures, pointing to the failure
of critical safety equipment dur-
ing the emergency.

alarm system, a recipe for tragedy

Gandhi siblings
mourn fire
deaths

GAURAYV VIVEK

BHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI

The Gandhi siblings,
Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, on
Saturday mourned the
death of a large number of
newborn childrenin a fire
at the Jhansi Medical Col-
lege. Rahul also ques-
tioned why so many tragic
incidents continue to
happen in Uttar Pradesh
and claimed that these
“‘raise questions about the
negligence of the govern-
ment and the administra-
tion”. In a statement on “X”,
Rahul, who is also the
Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha, said, he was
‘deeply saddened by the
news of the death and in-
jury of several newborn
children in the tragic acci-
dent at Jhansi Medical
College’”

Badal quits as SAD chief

Rajesh Moudygil
CHANDIGARH

Sukhbir Badal on Saturday re-
signed as president of the Shi-
romani Akali Dal (SAD) to pave
the way for the election of the
partys new president; The
elections for the said post are
due next month

Founded in 1920, the SAD is
the country's second oldest
political party after Congress.
Prior to Sukhbir, his father Par-
kash Singh Badal, an 11-time
MLA and five-term chief min-
ister, remained party’s chief for
12 years. Sukhbir was SAD chief
since 2008 and it was under his

leadership that the party had
formed government for two
terms in a row in 2012, though
the party was on a constant
slide losing all the subsequent
polls and has just three legis-
lators in the House of 117
members in the Punjab assem-
bly as on today.

Akal Takht - the supreme
temporal seat of the Sikhs —
had also declared Sukhbir
Bada “tankhaiya” (guilty of re-
ligious misconduct) on August
30, 2024, and barred him from
contesting elections for the al-
leged ‘mistakes’ committed by
his party and government dur-
ing its rule from 2007 to 2017.

‘INDIA will form govt in J’khand’

FPNS/ rRANCHI

With less than a week left
when it would be decided who
will form the government in
Jharkhand, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge on
Saturday asserted that the
INDIA alliance would be voted
back to power in the state.
Earlier, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had claimed that
the NDA would form a govern-
ment in Jharkhand with more
seats than at any time in history.
While speaking in Ranchi,
Congress president claimed,
“Polling for 43 Assembly con-
stituencies in Jharkhand has

already concluded, and it is
clearly evident that the INDIA
alliance will form the govern-
ment again.”

Targeting PM Narendra
Modi, he said that Modi was
not working for the people’s
welfare but to save his chair.
“PM Modi does not work for
the poor, but for himself,” he
alleged. He claimed that rising
inflation and soaring prices of
essential commodities were
evidence of PM Modi's failure
to address public concerns

Kharge said Modi would
never condemn the BJP's con-
troversial "batenge to katenge”
slogan, which he claimed was

designed to polarise voters.
He also accused the Centre of
blocking crucial legislation,
such as a bill passed by the
Hemant Soren government in
Jharkhand to increase reser-
vations for SC/ST/OBCs. "After
spending about 25 years in
power, whether Modi could
manage to eradicate poverty
in Gujarat?" he asked.

Addressing a rally at Khijri
in Jharkhand, he said, “The
tribal society fought the Brit-
ish, will you be afraid of Modi-
Shah? The posts of PM and
HMare not just for giving
speeches or scaring people.
They are for working.”
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‘Bdeshi infiltrators
marrying tribals
due to state’s nod’

Union Home Minister Amit Shah greets the gathering
during a public meeting in support of BJP candidate
from Madhupur seat, Gagan Narayan Singh for the
Jharkhand Assembly elections, in Deoghar on Saturday

Dheeraj Kumar
RANCH|

Ahead of the second phase of
Jharkhand assembly election,
union home minister Amit
Shah on Saturday accused
chief minister Hemant Soren
of allowing Bangladeshi infil-
trators to marry tribals.

Addressing an election rally
in Dumka, Shah alleged that
Hemant was responsible for
declining tribal population as
he was allowing infiltrators to
enter Jharkhand and marry
tribal women. He also as-
serted that infiltrators were
snatching tribal land and his
party would not allow it if it
came to power in the state. He
also referred to the Jhark-
hand government challenging
the order of the High Court in
which it was directed to ident-
ify illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants residing in the Santhal
Pargana region of the state in
the Supreme Court. The Su-
preme Court has allowed the
state government not to ap-
point expert members to the
independent fact-finding
committee till December 3 for
identifying Bangladeshi infil-
trators.

Union home minister
claimed that Hemant was try-
ing to provide reservations to
Muslims through backdoors
with the support from Con-

gress. “I warn that BJP will not
allow any such plans of He-
mant and Rahul Gandhi to
succeed,” he added.

Speaking at another rally in
Madhupur in Deoghar dis-
trict, Shah said that Jhark-
hand had reached its 50
percent reservation cap and if
Muslims had to be given res-
ervations, it had to be cut
down from the reservation
quotas of SCs, STs and OBCs.

“I assure you that till the
time we (BJP) have one MP,
we will not let Muslims have
any reservation,” he re-
marked.

BJP leaders contended that
the ongoing assembly election
was not to elect an MLA or a
party but to bring a BJP by
ousting Hemant from power.
“This election is to form the
future  of  Jharkhand's
women, youth and backward
castes,” he asserted.

Targeting Rahul, Shah
claimed, "Rahul baba makes
promises one after another,
but after making promises he
flies abroad. Contrary to it,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's promise is like one
etched on stone (patthar ki la-
keer). He fulfils what he prom-
ises. BJP fulfils its guarantees
and only we can shape Jhark-
hand. Congress, JMM and
RJD can never work in the in-
terest of the state

BJP: Muslim orgns trying to impact
electoral atmosphere in Maha, J'’khand

GAURAV VIVEK
BHATNAGAR
NEW DELH|

The Bharatiya Janata Party on
Saturday accused some Mus-
lim organizations of openly is-
suing appeals to voters to
influence the outcome of the
Assembly elections in Maha-
rashtra and Jharkhand.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party head-
quarters, BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia charged that
many of these organisations
have appealed to or directed
the Muslim voters to back the
INDIA bloc candidates in the
elections. Maharashtra is due
to vote in a single phase on
November 20 while Jhark-
hand has already voted in the
first phase and would also be
voting in the second and final
phase on the same day.
Bhatia charged that All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board member Maulana Saj-
jad Nomani had openly urged
voters of the community to
support the Maha Vikas Ag-
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All India Muslim
Personal Law
Board member
Maulana Sajjad
Nomani had openly
urged voters of the
community to
support the MVA

All India Ulema
Board had offered
conditional
support to the
MVA if their
demands were met

Jamiat Ulama’s
Lohardaga town
unit had issued a
letter which urged
the Muslims to
unite and vote for
the INDIA bloc

hadi (MVA) and other non-
BJP parties in Maharashtra.
He said this was the outcome
of the “appeasement politics”
of the bloc.

Terming the Maulana’s ac-
tions as “vote jihad”, Bhatia in-
sisted that such practices go
against established demo-
cratic principles. Stating that
they also corrupt the election
process, he said the calls from
such minority groups also put
a question mark on the prio-
rities of the INDIA bloc when
it comes to national security.

Over the last week, the BJP
has repeatedly questioned the
calls for support from various
Muslim organisations to the
MVA in Maharashtra and the
INDIA bloc parties in Jhark-
hand.

It had also accused the of
conspiring with “conservative
and divisive elements” for get-
ting the votes of the Muslim
community. Senior party
leader Ravi Shankar Prasad
had earlier charged that this
was a conspiracy to “break the
country”.

BJP leader
Varier joins
Congress

FP News Service
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

In a blow for the BJP, dis-
sident senior party leader
Sandeep Varier joined the
Congress Saturday, marking
the culmination of his grow-
ing disenchantment with the
saffron party.

After joining Congress in
the presence of KPCC chief K
Sudhakaran, Opposition
leader VD Satheesan and
other senior leaders, Varier
said that BJP has only hatred
in them.

“Tam happy that I came out
of a factory that generates
hatred,” he said and now “I
have stepped into the shop of
love.”

The move comes as a set-
back to the BJP, particularly
amid the crucial Palakkad
bye-election campaign.
Sources close to the devel-
opment said Varier's decision
was preceded by two weeks of
intensive discussions with
Congress leadership.

MUDA Scam: Lokayukta interim
report gives clean chit to Sidda

Rajashekar S
BENGALURU

Mysuru Lokayukta police pro-
bing the allotment of alter-
native plots scam by Mysore
Urban Development Auth-
ority (MUDA) has given clean
chit to Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah while pointing at seri-

ous lapses by officials.

An interim report was sub-
mitted by investigating officer
and Superintendent of Police
(SP) TJ Udesh to Lokayukta
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Dr A Subramaneswara
Rao.

Siddaramaiah is number
one accused in the case, while
his wife BM Parvathi is ac-
cused number two, her

Meanwhile, the State
government on Saturday
sanctioned permission to
prosecute former MUDA
commissioner DB Na-
tesh, a senior Karnataka
Administrative Service
(KAS).

The Lokayukta
Mysuru police had
applied for pros-
ecution permission
for Natesh and
another former
MUDA commis-

Prosecution Permission

sioner Dinesh Kumar
about three weeks back.
They had sought per-
mission under Section
17A (permission to inves-
tigate a public servant) of
the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act 1988.

On Saturday, Chief
Secretary Shalinin Raja-
neesh granted per-
mission to prosecute
Natesh while that of Di-
nesh Kumar is still pend-
ing before her.

brother Mallikharjun Swamy
is three and Devaraj who had
sold land to Swamy is accused
number four.

In the report, it is said that
there is no evidence against
the CM's role in allotment of
alternative plots to his wife
BM Paravathi by MUDA in
lieu of 3.16 acres of agricul-
tural land acquired by the
latter.

It is said that Parvathi's
brother Mallikharjuna
Swamy purchased the land
from Devaraju. Devraju had
acquired this 3.16 acres of land
from his brother who in turn
inherited it from his father.

The report also points out
that the MUDA officials have
done conversion of land with-
out verification when Swamy
applied for land use change.

Bride, groom among
7 Kkilled in road mishap

FPJ News
Service/Lucknow

In a tragic accident in Bijnor,
Uttar Pradesh, seven people,
including a newlywed bride
and groom, lost their lives
early Friday morning while
returning from Jharkhand
after their marriage. The inci-
dent occurred at 2 am on Na-
tional Highway-74  near
Dhampur.

The family, who had arrived
by train at Moradabad station,
was traveling to Dhampur in
an auto-rickshaw when a car
rammed into their vehicle
from behind. The impact
caused the auto to overturn
and fall into a roadside ditch.

The groom’s house was just
five kilometers from the acci-
dent site. According to Bijnor
Superintendent of Police Ab-
hishek, the crash was likely
caused by dense fog, which re-

duced visibility on the high-
way.

The groom’s brother, re-
counting the sequence of
events, revealed that the mar-
riage had taken place on No-
vember 13. The family
boarded a train on the evening
of November 14 to return
home, but a six-hour delay in
the train’s schedule forced
them to travel late at night.

“Our father had a friend in
Jharkhand, whose daughter
was getting married. This con-
nection brought the families
together,” the groom’s brother
said. He also shared that their
father worked in a press, while
the groom and another
brother earned their liveli-
hood hawking goods in Delhi.

The accident has cast a pall of
grief over the family and the
local community, as they mourn
the loss of lives in what should
have been a joyous occasion.

Centre mum on relief
funds for Wayanad

FP News Service
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Even after three months,
there is no sign of any disaster
relief funds coming in from
the Centre for the victims of
the Wayanad landslide.

The Centre has also de-
cided against categorizing the
disaster under the L3 category
(a nearly catastrophic situ-
ation that overwhelmed the
state and district authorities)
that would have allowed more
funds for the victims of the
tragedy.

The Centre has said that
“under the existing guidelines
of SDRF/NDRF, there is no
provision to declare any ca-
lamity as a national disaster.”

This goes against the prom-
ises made by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi soon after the

massive landslide that the
Centre would go all out to
help the victims regain their
lives.

The LDF and the UDF have
declared a bandh on Tuesday
in protest against the Centre’s
‘indifference’ towards the
people of Wayanad.

IUML general secretary P K
Kunhalikutty said Kerala was
missing from the BJP’s map,
and hence, BJP too should
also have no place in Kerala’s
map.

Accusing the BJP of adopt-
ing a hostile attitude towards
Kerala, Kunhalikutty said de-
spite people’s resilience in
overcoming the disaster, the
Union government provided
no assistance and betrayed
the public.

“The Centre betrayed the
people of Wayanad, instead of

standing with them. The
people of Kerala, including
those in Palakkad (where a
bypoll will be held on Novem-
ber 20), will not forget it
Kunhalikutty said.

Leader of Opposition V D
Satheesan said the neglect
shown by the Centre towards
the disaster-affected people of
Wayanad reflected its dis-
regard for Kerala.

“Despite the Prime Min-
ister’s visit and the central
team’s assessment, the deci-
sion to not allocate even a
single rupee to Kerala is
shocking.”

“UDF MPs from Kerala will
strongly protest against this
injustice in the Parliament,”
Satheesan  said, adding
that the UDF will escalate the
issue at the state and national
levels.
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