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Sanctions on Russia likely if Putin skips talks: Trump
PTI n WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump on Tuesday
said he is ready to meet his Russian coun-

terpart Vladimir Puti anytime, but at the same
time warned that he would likely impose sanc-
tions on Russia if the latter does not come to
the negotiations table on the issue of Ukraine.
“It sounds likely,” Trump told reporters when
asked if the US will impose additional sanc-
tions on Russia if Putin doesn’t come to the
negotiation table.
“The war should have never
started. If you had a compe-
tent President, which you did-
n’t, the war wouldn’t have
happened. The war in Ukraine
would have never happened
if I were the president,”
Trump said.
“Russia never would
have gone into
Ukraine. I had a very
strong understand-
ing with Putin. That
would have never,
ever happened. He dis-
respected Biden. Very
simple. He disrespects
people. He’s smart. He
understands. He disre-
spected Biden,” Trump
said.
“Also, the Middle East
would have never hap-
pened because Iran
was broke,” he added.
Responding to a
query, Trump said he

is ready to meet Putin anytime. “Anytime they
want, I’ll meet. Millions of people are being
killed... It’s a vicious situation and they’re now
largely soldiers. A lot of people have been
killed and the cities look like demolition sites,”
he said.“The thing with Ukraine is that many
more people died than what you’re reporting.
You’re not reporting the real numbers, and I’m
not blaming you for that. I’m blaming maybe
our government for not wanting to release
those numbers,” Trump told reporters.
Asked if the US will continue sending weapons
to Ukraine, or will he turn off the tap soon,
Trump said he is looking into the matter.
“We’ll look into that. We’re talking to
(Volodymyr) Zelenskyy. We’re going to be talk
with President Putin very soon, and we’ll see
how it all happens. We’re going to look at it

very soon,” he said. 
“One thing I do feel is that the European
Union should pay a lot more than they’re
paying, because under Biden, I mean,
we’re in there for USD 200 billion more.

Now it affects them... We have an
ocean in between, right? The
European Union should equal us.

We’re in there for USD 200 bil-
lion more than the European

Union. I mean, what are we, stu-
pid? I guess the answer is yes,” the

president said.Trump also said that
Ukraine President Zelensky told him that
he would like to have peace.
“He’s told me that wants to have peace
very strongly, but it takes two to tangle.
We’ll see what happens. Anytime they
want, I’ll meet. I’d like to see that end.
Millions of people are being killed. It’s
a vicious situation,” he said. 

Trump admn sends federal diversity staff on leave
Washington (PTI): President
Donald Trump’s administration
is directing that all federal diver-
sity, equity and inclusion staff be
put on paid leave, and that agen-
cies develop plans to lay them off,
according to a memo Tuesday
from the Office of Personnel
Management.
The memo follows an executive
order Trump signed on his first
day ordering a sweeping disman-
tling of the federal government’s
diversity and inclusion programs
that could touch on everything
from anti-bias training to fund-
ing for minority farmers and
homeowners.
The memo directs agencies to
place DEI office staffers on paid
leave by 5 p.m. Wednesday and
take down all public DEI-focused
webpages by the same deadline.
Several federal departments had
removed the webpages even
before the memorandum.
Agencies must also cancel any
DEI-related trainings and end
any related contracts, and feder-
al workers are being asked to
report to Trump’s Office of
Personnel Management if they
suspect any DEI-related pro-

gram has been renamed to obfus-
cate its purpose within 10 days or
face “adverse consequences.”
By Thursday, federal agencies are
directed to compile a list of fed-
eral DEI offices and workers as
of Election Day. By next Friday,
they are expected to develop a list
to execute a “reduction-in-force
action” against those federal
workers.
The move comes after Monday’s
executive order accused former
President Joe Biden of forcing
“discrimination” programs into
“virtually all aspects of the fed-
eral government” through “diver-
sity, equity and inclusion” pro-
grams, known as DEI.
That step is the first salvo in an
aggressive campaign to upend
DEI efforts nationwide, includ-
ing leveraging the Justice
Department and other agencies
to investigate private companies
pursuing training and hiring
practices that conservative crit-
ics consider discriminatory
against non-minority groups
such as white men. 
The executive order picks up
where Trump’s first administra-
tion left off: One of Trump’s final

acts during his first term was an
executive order banning federal
agency contractors and recipients
of federal funding from conduct-
ing anti-bias training that
addressed concepts like systemic
racism. Biden promptly rescind-
ed that order on his first day in
office and issued a pair of exec-
utive orders — now rescinded —
outlining a plan to promote DEI
throughout the federal govern-
ment. 
While many changes may take
months or even years to imple-
ment, Trump’s new anti-DEI
agenda is more aggressive than
his first and comes amid far more
amenable terrain in the corporate
world. Prominent companies
from Walmart to Facebook have
already scaled back or ended
some of their diversity practices
in response to Trump’s election
and conservative-backed law-
suits against them.  Here’s a look
at some of the policies and pro-
grams that Trump will aim to dis-
mantle: Trump’s order will imme-
diately gut Biden’s wide-ranging
effort to embed diversity and
inclusion practices in the feder-
al workforce, the nation’s largest

at about 2.4 million people. 
Biden had mandated all agencies
to develop a diversity plan, issue
yearly progress reports, and con-
tribute data for a government-
wide dashboard to track demo-
graphic trends in hiring and
promotions. The administration
also set up a Chief Diversity
Officers Council to oversee the
implementation of the DEI plan.
The government released its first
DEI progress report in 2022 that
included demographic data for
the federal workforce, which is
about 60% white and 55% male
overall, and more than 75%
white and more than 60% male
at the senior executive level.
Trump’s executive order will toss
out equity plans developed by
federal agencies and terminate
any roles or offices dedicated to
promoting diversity. It will
include eliminating initiatives
such as DEI-related training or
diversity goals in performance
reviews. 
Trump’s order paves the way for
an aggressive but bureaucratical-
ly complicated overhaul of bil-
lions of dollars in federal spend-
ing that conservative activists

claim unfairly carve out prefer-
ence for racial minorities and
women. 
The order does not specify which
programs it will target but man-
dates a government-wide review
to ensure that contracts and
grants are compliant with the
Trump administration’s anti-DEI
stance. It also proposes that the
federal government settle ongo-
ing lawsuits against federal pro-
grams that benefit historically
underserved communities,
including some that date back
decades. 
Trump’s executive order is a
“seismic shift and a complete
change in the focus and direction
of the federal government,” said
Dan Lennington, deputy coun-
cil for the conservative Wisconsin
Institute for Law & Liberty,
which has pursued several law-
suits against federal programs.
The institute recently released an
influential report listing dozens
of programs the Trump admin-
istration should consider disman-
tling, such as credits for minor-
ity farmers or emergency relief
assistance for majority-Black
neighbourhoods.

Trump announces 
$500 bn AI initiative

Washington (PTI): US President
Donald Trump on Tuesday said his
team is discussing imposing a 10 per
cent tariff on China starting February
1 based on the fact that the latter is
sending fentany to Mexico and Canada.
“We’re talking about a tariff of 10 per
cent on China based on the fact that
they’re sending fentanyl to Mexico and
Canada,” Trump told reporters at a joint
news conference at the White House
along with Oracle CTO Larry Ellison,
Softbank CEO Masayoshi Son, and
Open AI CEO Sam Altman.
In response to a question, Trump said
he is looking at February 1 as the date

for the tariffs. “For Mexico and China,
we’re talking about approximately 25 per
cent (tariff ),” the president said.
Responding to another query, Trump
said he did not “talk too much about
tariffs” when he spoke with Chinese
President Xi Jinping last week. When
asked if he has asked Xi Jinping to inter-
vene to stop the war in Ukraine, Trump
said China has not done very much on
that. “He’s got a lot of power. I said you
ought to get it settled. I had that talk
with President Xi the other day too. I
said we don’t want that crap in our
country. We’ve got to stop it. I would
have stopped it. 

‘I like competent people coming to US’
PTI n WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump has said
he likes both sides of the argument on

the H-1B foreign guest workers’ visa, not-
ing that the country needs “very compe-
tent” and “great” people which is possible
through this visa programme.
Trump also said that he has also used the
H-1B visa programme.
The H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa
that allows US companies to employ for-
eign workers in speciality occupations that
require theoretical or technical expertise.
Technology companies depend on it to
hire tens of thousands of employees each
year from countries like India and China.
“I like both sides of the argument, but I
also like very competent people coming
into our country, even if that involves
them training and helping other people
who may not have the qualifications
they do. But I don’t want to stop — and
I’m not just talking about engineers, I’m
talking about people at all levels,” Trump
said on Tuesday.
He made these remarks while talking to
reporters at the White House during a
joint news conference with Oracle CTO

Larry Ellison, Softbank CEO Masayoshi
Son, and Open AI CEO Sam Altman.
The president was responding to a ques-
tion on the ongoing debate on H-1B visas
within his support base.
Indians are the main beneficiaries of the
H-1B visas, which bring in the best of the
talent and brains from across the world.
Highly skilled professionals from India
walk away with the overwhelming num-
ber of H-1B visas - which is Congressional
mandated 65,0000 every year and anoth-
er 20,000 for those who received higher
education from the US.
While his close confidants like Elon
Musk, the Tesla owner, support H-1B visas
as they bring in qualified tech profession-
als, many of his supporters oppose it argu-
ing that it takes away jobs from
Americans.
“We want competent people coming into
our country. And H-1B, I know the pro-
gramme very well. I use the programme.
Maitre d’, wine experts, even waiters, high-
quality waiters — you’ve got to get the best
people. People like Larry, he needs engi-
neers, Masa also needs... they need engi-
neers like nobody’s ever needed them,”
Trump said.

“So, we have to have quality people com-
ing in. Now by doing that, we’re expand-
ing businesses and that takes care of every-
body. So I’m sort of on both sides of the
argument, but what I really do feel is that
we have to let really competent people,
great people, come into our country. And
we do that through the H-1B programme,”
Trump said.
Since December, the debate on foreign
guest workers visas for highly skilled pro-
fessionals, the H-1B, has intensified which
has literally created divisions in both the
Democratic and the Republican parties.
Such a backlash initially came from the
supporters of Trump who argued that this
is eating away at the jobs of Americans.
Both Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy imme-
diately weighed in and supported the H-
1B visas.
However, influential Democratic Senator
Bernie Sanders asserted that the two close
confidants of Trump are wrong.
The debate appeared to originate from a
suggestion last month from Sriram
Krishnan, Trump’s pick for White House
policy adviser on artificial intelligence, that
Musk examines removing caps on green
cards for skilled immigrants. 

Israel to maintain control 
of Gaza-Egypt crossing
PTI n JERUSALEM

Israel said it will maintain
control of the Rafah border

crossing between Egypt and the
Gaza Strip during the first
phase of the ceasefire with
Hamas.
A statement by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office on
Wednesday denied reports that
the Palestinian Authority
would control the crossing.
It said local Palestinians not
affiliated with Hamas who had
been vetted by Israeli security
would merely stamp passports
at the crossing. It noted that,
under international agree-
ments, this stamp “is the only
way Gazans may leave the
Strip in order to enter, or be
received in, other countries.”
The truce, now its fourth day,
is supposed to bring calm to the
war-battered Gaza for at least
six weeks and see 33 Hamas-

held hostages released in return
for hundreds of Palestinians
imprisoned by Israel.
The statement said European
Union monitors would super-
vise the crossing, which will be
surrounded by Israeli troops.
Israel also will approve the
movement of all people and
goods.
Israel captured the Gaza side of
the Rafah crossing last May,
forcing it to shut down. Egypt,
a key mediator in more than a
year of negotiations that led to
the ceasefire, has demanded
that Palestinians control the
Gaza side.
The war began when Hamas-
led militants stormed into Israel
on October 7, 2023, killing
some 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, and abducting around
250. Around 100 hostages still
remain in Gaza, after the rest
were released, rescued, or their
bodies were recovered.

‘Key Justice Dept.
officials reassigned’
Washington (PTI): The US
Justice Department has reas-
signed key senior officials
across multiple divisions as
part of a leadership shakeup
ahead of the expected confir-
mation of President Donald
Trump’s pick for attorney gen-
eral, Pam Bondi, multiple peo-
ple familiar with the matter said
on Tuesday.
Among those moved to other
positions inside the depart-
ment is Bruce Swartz, the long-
time head of the Justice
Department’s office of interna-
tional affairs, which handles
extradition matters, according
to two people who spoke to The
Associated Press on condition
of anonymity because they
were not authorised to discuss
personnel moves.
As many as 20 or so officials in
all have been reassigned.
Another affected official is
George Toscas, a veteran deputy
assistant attorney general in the

department’s national security
division who, in addition to
helping oversee major terrorism
and espionage investigations,
has also been a key supervisor
in politically charged probes
over the last decade, including
into Hillary Clinton’s handling
of classified information and
Trump’s hoarding of classified
documents at his Mar-a-Lago
estate.
A Justice Department
spokesman did not immediate-
ly return a call seeking com-
ment. The reasons for the
moves were not immediately
known. Though it is common
for a new administration to
appoint its own political hires
at the top of the Justice
Department, it is not standard
for career lawyers to be reas-
signed.They serve the depart-
ment across administrations
and typically retain their posi-
tions even when control of the
department changes hands. 

Washington (pti): US President Donald
Trump announced a USD 500 billion investment
in AI infrastructure through a new company,
which is being created in partnership with
Oracle, SoftBank and Open AI. The venture,
called Stargate, adds to tech companies’ signif-
icant investments in US data centres, huge build-
ings full of servers that provide computing
power.  The three companies plan to contribute
funds to the venture, which will be open to other
investors and start with 10 data centres already
under construction in Texas. “That’s a massive
group of talent and money. Together, these
world-leading technology giants are announc-
ing the formation of Stargate,” Trump
announced on Tuesday at a White House news
conference along with Oracle Chief Technology
Officer Larry Ellison, Softbank CEO Masayoshi
Son and Open AI CEO Sam Altman.“So, put
that name down in your books because I think
you’re going to hear a lot about it in the future,
a new American company that will invest USD
500 billion at least in AI infrastructure in the
United States and very, very quickly, moving
very rapidly, creating over 100,000 American
jobs almost immediately,” said Trump.

Trump mulls 10% tariff
on China starting Feb 1

Aid flowing smoothly into Gaza: UN

Toronto (PTI): Canada’s outgoing
prime minister and the leader of
the country’s oil rich province of
Alberta are both confident that
Canada can avoid the 25 per cent
tariff US President Donald Trump
says he will impose on February
1.
Justin Trudeau and Danielle Smith
will argue that Canada is the
energy super power that has the oil
and critical minerals that America
needs to feed what Trump vows
will be a “booming” US economy.
But Doug Ford, the premier of
Ontario, the manufacturing and
automobile hub of Canada, said a
trade war is 100 per cent coming.
Trump “declared an economic
war on Canada”, Ford said in an
interview with The Associated
Press.
“And we are going to use every tool
in our tool box to defend our
economy.”
Trudeau said Canada will retaliate
if needed, but noted that Canada
has been here before during the
first Trump presidency when they
successfully renegotiated the free
trade deal. Ford said as soon as
Trump applies tariffs, he will
instruct Ontario’s liquor control
board to pull all American-made
alcohol from the shelves.
“We are the largest purchaser of
alcohol in the world. And I’m
going to encourage all the pre-
miers to do the exact same,” Ford
said, adding that there will be a

dollar-for-dollar tariff retaliation
on American goods entering
Canada.
“We are going to target the
Republican held areas as well.
They are going to feel the pain.
Canadians are going to feel the
pain, but Americans will feel the
pain as well,” he said.
“A message to the countries
around the world: if he wants to
use Canada as an example, you are
up next. He’s coming after you as
well.”
Trump pledged in his inaugural
address that tariffs would be com-
ing in a speech in which he
promised a golden era for
America. He later said Canada and
Mexico could be hit with the tar-
iffs as soon as February 1, though
he signed an executive order
requesting a report coordinated by
the secretary of commerce by
April 1.
Trump said Tuesday that the 25
per cent tariff that he intends to
place on Canada and Mexico as
soon as February 1 would have
“nothing to do” with renegotiating
the existing trade pact among the
three countries.
For him, the tariffs are all about
stopping unauthorised migration
and the flow of any illicit drugs.
The US president told reporters at
the White House that, in his
opinion, the amount of fentanyl
coming through Canada and
Mexico is “massive”. 

US Customs agents seized just 43
pounds of fentanyl at the
Canadian border last fiscal year,
compared to 21,100 pounds at the
Mexican border.
About 60 per cent of US crude oil
imports are from Canada. Despite
Trump’s claim that the US does-
n’t need Canada, nearly a quarter
of the oil America consumes per
day comes from Canada. 
America’s northern neighbour
also has 34 critical minerals and
metals that the Pentagon is eager
for and is also the largest foreign
supplier of steel, aluminum and
uranium to the US.
Nearly USD 3.6 billion Canadian
dollars (USD 2.7 billion) worth of
goods and services cross the bor-
der each day. Canada is also the
top export destination for 36 US
states. “Trump wants to usher in
a golden age for the US,” Trudeau
said at a Cabinet retreat in Quebec
called to deal with Trump’s threats. 
“If the American economy is
going to see the boom that Donald
Trump is predicting, they are
going to need more energy, more
steel and aluminum, more critical
minerals, more of the things that
Canada sells to the United States
every single day.” On Tuesday,
Mexico President Claudia
Sheinbaum stressed the need to
keep “cool heads” and look at the
wording of what Trump signed,
rather than listen to the discourse
surrounding it.

United Nations (PTI): The United
Nations humanitarian coordinator
in Gaza said Tuesday trucks from
the UN, aid groups, governments
and the private sector are arriving
and no major looting has been
reported — just a few minor inci-
dents.
Nearly 900 trucks of aid entered
Gaza on the third day of the cease-
fire on Tuesday, the United Nations
said. That’s significantly higher than
the 600 trucks called for in the deal.
Muhannad Hadi, who returned to
Jerusalem from Gaza on Tuesday
afternoon, told UN reporters by
video that it was one of the happi-
est days of his 35-year humanitari-
an career to see Palestinians in the
streets looking ahead with hope,
some heading home and some start-

ing to clean up the roads. In his talks
with families at a communal kitchen
run by the UN World Food
Programme and elsewhere, he said,
they all told him they need human-
itarian assistance but want to go
home, to work and earn money.
“They don’t like the fact that they
have been depending on humanitar-
ian aid,” Hadi said.
Palestinians talked about resuming
education for their children and
about the need for shelter, blankets
and new clothes for women who
have been wearing the same clothes
for more than a year. He said a ship-
ment of tents is expected in the com-
ing days. Hadi, who is also the
deputy UN coordinator for the
Middle East peace process, said the
UN hopes to start “early recovery”

programmes, beginning with cash-
for-work removing the tons of rub-
ble in Gaza. But he said the UN must
make sure the banking system is
operating and electricity is back,
stressing the critical role of UN
member states and the private sec-
tor in early recovery. 
Hadi said lawlessness and looting
happen in any war situation but
with the ceasefire in Gaza, the UN
is hoping for a restoration of law
and order, as he stressed that the
minor incidents reported were not
by organised criminals who loot-
ed UN convoys during the war.
Since the ceasefire, he said some
kids jumped on some trucks try-
ing to take a food basket, and some
other people tried to take bottled
water.

‘Canada will respond to US tariffs’
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