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painful lessons
he  unfortunate  incident  of

)
stampede at Prayagraj Maha
Kumbh is a cause of concern for the
wheole nation. As per initial reports, more
than a hundred million devotees had
gathered in the Sangam area to take ‘amrit
snan'on the occasion of ‘mauni amavasya',
The thread of faith and belief of the masses
is 50 strong that everybody wants to take a
holy dip at the nose point on this historic
moment which has arrived after 144
years.lt is being reported that the mishap
happened around 1 o'clock in the early
morning hours, when some pilgrims' tried
to cross the barricades demarcating the
path for the akharas to go for the traditional
‘shahi snan'. It is a matter of satisfaction
that normalcy was restored immediately
and the rituals at the Sangam are going
deduringreligious congregations
has become almost a matter of routine in
India. Peaple take it in their siride as an
act of God and the administrators also
forget it after some initial jolts.In January
2015, in a stampede at a temple in Andhra
Pradesh, six devotees died in an attempt
10 get the free-visit passes; 121 people lost
their lives at Hathras in Uttar Pradesh in
their quest to get a closer glimpse of their
religious guru; 115 pilgrims were killed
and 100 others injured in a stampede at
Ratangarh temple in Madhya Pradesh
during Navaratri celebrations in November
2023.The Kumbh Mela in Uttar Pradesh
witnessed a stampede in February 2013,
in which 36 devotees lost their lives; while
jostling to get free food and clothing at a
temple in Uttar Pradesh, 63 pwple died
due to mismar in bier
2008, 250 pilgrims were trampled tu death
at Chamundagar temple in Rajasthan
during the Navaratri festival; 145 devotees
died after a rumour of a landslide triggered
a stampede at the Naina Devi temple in
Himachal Pradesh in August 2008; 265
people died at the Mandardevi temple
in Wai town, Maharashira, because of
slippery steps in January 2005.The list of
such mishaps is endless, The recurrence
of such human tragedies at regular
intervals indicates that the system does
not leamn enough lessons to prevent them
from happening in future Though it is
not advisable to do a hasty post-mortem
of such & human tragedy, there are some
faects in the public domain which need to be
discussed for preventing similar mishaps.
Such discussions become imperative in
view of the fact that preparations for the
Maha Kumbh started years before the
event. Meticulous planning was done under
the supervision of the Chicf Minister of the
state.Pre-event assessment of the crowd
as well as daily monitoring of the arrivals
of the devotees during the Maha Kumbh
is of utmnost importance. The entry of the
pilgrims in the Sangam area should have
been regulated keeping in view the actual
space available to accommodate them.
There should have been a mechanism in
place, in coordination with police agencies
of all states, to estimate the number of
devotees likely to arrive at the Maha Kumbh
on a daily basis. Restrictions, which were
imposed on the movement of trains and
buses carrying people to Prayagraj after the
tragedy, should have been clamped much
before the crowd swelled to full capacity.
It seems many devotees did not leave the
area after taking a holy dip at the nose
point and were occupying the space for
days together, resulting in congestion. This
would have been prevented by launching
awareness  campaigns and circulating
advisories in advance, asking people to limit
their stay at the Sangam area and vacate
the space for the others. There should have
heen deployment of force to ensure that
the circulating and bathing areas were free
from unnecessary squatting.[t is advisable
to plan holding areas at all entry peints to
contain the crowds temporarily and release
them in groups as per the space available
on the bathing ghats. Waterways should
have been planned for a quick exit of the
pilgrims from the Sangam area. The entry
and exit routes should have been separate
to avoid traffic jamlt would have been
better if area-specific days for bathing were
fixed and notified to people for the sake of
their safety and security.
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CM should fairly

', represent J&K, not

alone one region:
Arun Gupta

Jammu, : The Chief Minister of Jammu &
Kashmir, Omar Abdullah belongs to the whole of
Union Territory and not only a single region, he
must fairly represent the entire J&K, This was
stated by Arun Gupta, spokesperson, J&K BJP,
in a press conference held here today. Speaking
on the occasion, Gupta said, “The NC has come
in Governance after a gap of 10 vears, but the
mindset of NC is still the same as of ‘pre-2014
era’ only discussing and talking about one region.
Much has changed in these 10 vears and it's
high time that the NC leaders also change their
mindsets.”

He shared the instances reg;arﬂing the J&K
governance Model stating that th
adopt from KAS to JKAS, KPS w JKPS and
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Gupta said that the NC Government is
representing whaole of J&K UT, their focus should
be on whole UT, ensuring even the audicnce
is eddressed wholesomely and not alone one
region. “The office of Chief Minister is a public
constitutional institution and cannot distinguish
between  regions and  districts. CM Omar
Abdullah had to be totally unbiased and if the
biases continue, then the major development
works done by the Modi Government during the
last 10 years involving extremely hard work will
go waste,” he added, Dr Tahir Chowdhary, Balbir
Ram Rattan and Dr Pardeep Mahotra were also
present during the conference,
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Saciety. Matwar Magar Road Mo.4,
Jogeshwari (East), Mumbai - 400
060 and holding Flal No. A7707 on
the Tth Flaor of the building of the
Saciety, expired on 3" March 2020
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PUBLIC NOTICE

SHRI. DINANATH BALA
|MUNGEKAR a Membar of the
| Tilak Shivem Co-Op Housing
| Bociaty Limited, having address
|8t Buiiding Mo 39, Tiak Nagar,
| Ghembur, Mumbail - 400069 and
| cwner Fat No. 801, 8th Floor, A
| Wing, admeasuring area 464 Sq.
Feat Carpel, in the bulding of the
| Bociety, died on 6th January,
|2020 withou! making any
| nomination.
| Tha society heraby invites claims
|or objections from the heir's or
| other daimanis/ cbjecion's to the
|franster of the said shares and
| interest of the deceased member
In the capital/ property of the
| socéaty within & period of 14 days
| from the publication of this notice,
|wilh copies al such documants
|and othar procés in support of
hia/herthair claims/ objectons for
| rensler of shares and mberest of
|ihe deceased member in the
| capitall property of the society. |
|no claims/ objections are
|recelved within the period
| preseribed above, the society
|shall ba frea to deal with the
(shares and interest of the
| deceasad mamber in the capital/
| propesty ef the society In such
| mannar as is pmmded wnder the

UNAU Fi T
THE QUARTER ENDED ON DECEMBER 31, 2024
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