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Nitish raps Mulayam for Third Front to form Bihar
his pep talk on secularism government: AkhileshYadav

Lalu also has come down heavily on the SP chief criticising
him for working out a separate alliance

Fatna

Bihay Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar reacted sharply to
Mulayam Singh Yoday ques-
toning his seculat croden-
tinla aver being with BIT for
12 years, ssking if the latior
was "the Vics Chanceilar of
Univarsity of Secnlariam’,
"Am T avessarch scholar and
ke (Mulayam) a Vice Chan-
callor af University of §ecus
larizm that T em asking for a
certificate  of  secularlsm
from him?™ Nitish asked in a
Lard-hitting comnment on the
SF chief while speaking ata
Ametlon of a private nation-
al TV channel here on Tues-

ay

[ am a produet of school af
Loknayak Jayproknsh
Navayan and Ram Mehohat
Lohiaand nead no cortificate
on secularism from any-
body" he said. The JD)
Loader dwvcwsed Mulayam of
“gnding all future possibill-
tles of the coming together of
dJanata Paylvar' Mulayam's
8P had walled aut of the
Janata Parvivar in Bihar fol-

lowing differences over the
number of seats given to it
for the upcaming Assembly
elections and reportedly over
Nitish's Wlt" towards Con-

grees.

Tha party, which has negli-
gible presence in Bihar had
bean piven flve seats by the

IDANRJD-Conaress

lilulce, It hea formed a th.h:l
tront with NCP, Janadhilar
Party of Fappu Yadav, Sam-
ras Sama| Party of former
Union minlster Nagmani,
NPP (Natfonallsts Peoples
Pauty) of forimer Lok Sabha
Bpaaker T A Sangma and
Samajwadl Janata Pafy
{8JE) of former Unionminis
ter Devendrn, Prosad Yadav
to contest All the 243 seats, re-

ports PTL
While Nltlsh was soathing
in his remarks on the SP
ehief, RID prestdent Lalu
Prasad was Dot se harsh hut
aeotfed Tls challenge in BY
har polls, "Anybody can cone
test election anywhere. But
does his party have any
standing in Bihar? Ks liks

i 3
Uttar Pradesh, Can it (5
win even vne MLA se:
Py asazl gquipped,
Reftaining from harsh com»
ments on Mulayam, he de-
serlbed the SP patriarch as
"an elderly samdhi". Frasads
daughter Raj Lakshml us
merried to

natnew inpalitles. "Tarliera
dozen of my salas' (‘m ul'.hel s-
Inlaw) ran away

fold. So what's big in il " he
said refevring to parting of
brothers-ln-Jaw Sndht! Yodav

and Subhas Yaday.
Asksd about Tej Pratap Ya-
day's to cate

nephew and M Tgf Pratap
Yarlaw

"If he speaks more, 1 will
glve five dhotis hued in yal-
Low colour tohim," hesaid In

a lighler vein. Prazad said

RID 20 soets {n

among kin were

palg for §F and agalust him
in Biar election, Prasad
laughingly said, havs
nsked Teju (Tej Pratap) and
daughter Raj Lakshuni to lia
tan what Mulayam says and
notus."

Left MLAs protest in Bengal
Assembly brandishing toy guns

Kalkata

Leit Front legislators on
Tuesday protested tn the As-
sembly with toy guns against
Manday's incident during a
procession march in which a
fow persons were allegedly
saen plstols ani

respanse from the govern-
munt and the Cllef DMiulster
over Monday's incldent at
Kaudi i southerin West Ben-
gal district, Murshidabad
‘where 2 controversy erupted
after a few persons wete sean
‘brandishing plstels durlog a

lon In which TMC

flags of Trinamool Congress
(TMC) Wee alsto spatted, The
protest drew sharp reaction
from Chisf Miuister Mama-
ta Banerjea who termed it as
‘undemocratic and a retlecs
tion of politiesl frustration”
of the Left partiss in West
RBengal, reports PTL

The Lall Front legislators
waving toy guns demanded o

fiags wers alsa spottad, The
Lt Front MLAs then staged
a walkout from the House.
Later, Banerjee came to the
‘houge and condemned the In-
cident.

"What has happened in the
Assamiily on Tuesday s redl-
1y unfortiinate, It 3 good that
T was not pressnt hers when
it happened, What took place

taday reflocts the politleal
frustration of these polifical
partles, [ fesl they (Lekt lagls-
laters) should alse be avvest-
ed for showing pistols in the
bouss," Dmnerjee told the
Houge. "It looks good wheh
small kids roam with toy
guus. But It doesn't lock good
when elderly persons bran-
sl toy guns," she sald,

Referring ko the Kandl inal-
dent, she said arders were
tmmediately given to police
to arrest thosa involved in it
"Ovders wera gtven to mreat
those Involvad in the incl-
dent yasterday Lteelf, The po-
lice is hyvestigating the case,”
sha said,

Gujarat has most diabetics in India,
Rajasthan comes next, says report

New Delhi

An alarming fact emerges
froin Gujarat I vefersuce ta
1lfestyle Ullness. Over 5 quar-
ter of Indlas diabatics,
which number et least
539,718 though data from sev-
eral states was not available,
are in the state of Gujarat
which has the highest num-
bor at 161,578,

As of Mavch 2015 Rajasthan
has 67738 cases, Pundah
32,100, West Hengal 11,908
and Jharkhand 17,240, ac-

cording to the WNatfonal
Health Profile 2015, relcased
by Health Minlstel LB Nad-
da huro ot Tuesday

Gujarat also has the high-
est burden of hypertension
with 159,150 cases reparted
as o March tiia year out of
& total number of 7I5 382,
working ot to abotit 22 per-
cent. Mahavashtra had 96,278
casas, Punjab 38,273 and Ra-
Jasthan 51,792,

Flgures fvom these twn dis-
aases were ot avaliable for
many states inclnding Delhi
and Manipur Indla has alsa

shown an Inerease In eases of
Acute Respiratory Infection
(ARD. As per the beport by
the Central Bureau of Hoalth
Tntelligencs, nearly 3,000 pea-
ple have died due to ART in
2014. The data showed that
34,814,835 enses of raspirato-
1y disease were reperted in
2014, out of which 16,790,438
wera fonales while the total
mmber of doaths were 2,832,
The number of deaths dus
to ARI fn 2013 was much
hrlgher as It atood at 3,513
The number of reported ART
casea In 2013 was 83,428,

"Netaji files
with Centre
to be made
public"; BIP

Kolkata

The Centve WL declassify
the Mles ou Netajl Bubhas
Charrdra Boee lying with It
and Is anly taking fime to do
it hecause they have links to
seveval nations, aooording to
Wost Bangal BJP president
Rajl Sinha.

“The flles velated to Netall
averclated to several nations
and ﬂlaliﬁwhy the Centre is

to

Patna

The Third Front led by the
Sarndjwadl Party will farm
the next government th Bl
har, Uttar Pradesh Chiof
Minlster dlesh Yaday
said on Tuesday

“T am confident the six-pacty
Thivd Front will form the
nedt  government,' Yadoe
sald while launching of the

party’s carpalpn have for tha
upeaiing  assembly elac-
ilons. Descriping the Frant
as "the best alternative be-
fore the people", Lie satd; “The
Third Front is contesting
frown all 244 assembly seats. It
12 4 viable alternative.
"Sote people promlsed to
develop Bihar and changs lts
fare but nothing happened,”
said Y¥aday, obliquely refer-

ving to Blhar Chiel Minister
Mitish Kumar Yadav sald bis
government had worked for
the development of Uttar
Pradesh ‘but there 13 e tulk
aheut I 1n the media, I feal
bad about it". He said i the
Third Front took power In
Blhas, the Lohln Awas
Bcheme for construction af
houses far the poor wauld ba
irmplemenied in Blhar & la

Uttar Pradesh. Six partiss -
Samajwadi Party Natlonal
ist Congress Party Japad
hikar Party, Samras Samaj
Perty, Nationalist Peoples
Parry and Samejwadi Janata
- hove floated the
'rmm Front, reports IANS,
Rullng in UP, Samajwaodl
Party waa earlior offered
only five seats by the dlllance
led by JD-{ and RJD.
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PM Modi for
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him for 'lies’
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eritielses us. Yet, for
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allow the Centre to
talte any unti) peayls
aotlon,” Yadav sal
while allli.resslng
party workers dur-
ing a programme an
Tuesdny Nerendra
Nodi had recently
prafsed SP supreino
for hls efforts o snd
Parliament  logjam
by distancing him-
self from Congress'
protest which stalled
House proceedings
throtighott the Mot~
soon Besslon.
"Mulayam Singh I

pen.
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thetn, But the files wilt he
mario public,” Sinha told re-
porters heve,

Shrha. however hadadigat
the ruling Trinamen! Con-
gress for "indirecily doing
polities” cver declasaifica-
tHan of the state govern-
mant's own Netaji files and
it fs thelr ploy to Win hext
yoar's Assombly clections by
ridlng on the smotlons
Unked with thegreatleader”.
Heasserted that If those fles
were deelassified "nothing
wiil heppen to the BJE but
both the Congress and the
comimithists will be embar-
rassed". He said the Centre's
oventual relesso of Notajt
lles to the public"will disap-
polit the Tilnamool Con-
grass”

Girls today taller by 1 cm and boys by 3 cm

New charts are based on contemporary data on growth and develop-
ment of 33,991 children in 14 Indian cities

Nesw Delhr

Compared to eight ysars ago,
18-year-old boys and girls
from India’s inlddle and up-
per classes aved cm and 1 en
taller, respectively, according
ta the latest growth charts
published thig year for chil.
dven aged five to 18, The
prowth figures - last updaied
In 2007, wsing duta collected
‘more Lhan two decades ago -
reveal upsides and down-
sires. The now chats reflect
the rise of taller and heavier
urhan ehildren, are
taller earlier hut stap grow-
ing once they hit puborty,
whilch fs happening soohet:
"Boys and giris are heavier
than befors, and modern -
dia ls seeinga huge epidemic
of obesity” sald Vaman
EKhadilkar; consultant paedi-
atric endosrinologist at Je-
hangir Hospital, Pune, and
ronvouer of the Mndian Aad-
emy of Padiatrlcs' (AP
prowthechart  committes,
Convened in January 3014,
committea worked on the
revisions and pitblished its
findings and charts in the
Joirnal Tadian Pediztrics
thls year. The new charts are
based on contemporary data
an growth and developinent
of 33,541 children aof upper
and widdle seelo-seonotle
groupd living in 14 Indian
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aud the Imge burden of
lifestyle diseases that tag
dlong hava becone rampant,
a8 IndiaSpend praviously re-
ported. We do ot have op-
tlons other than to vse one of
thess ch:Lrts. said Neslam

il

L

eities, reports LANS.

Growth  charts  answer
quostons that ofton plagua
parents: Is my child growing
well or not? Is she galning
enough weight and height?
The problem with those
gquestions ls, no matter how
much wa Fuss, worry and
compure with peers, we con-
tinuo to doubt the answers, &
simple way to get vid of am-
higuity and anvdety i to use
a growth chart - an old but -
tle-used  statistical  tool.
Growth charts are graphs
fhat show the ideal weipht
and haight of a child ata gle-
ensuge.

Growth charta are great di-
agnostic tools, as they not
ohly Jet You renitor your
child’s grawth s normal eon
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ditions, they also make It eas-
{er to spet irregularities, 'The
charts aro like a "standard
thatevery child should attain
and If sheJs not doing so, we
need to fml the reasons’,
aays Sanjay Wazlr, director of
neonatology; Cloudnine Hos-
pital. Ha cites the example of
a baby whosu growth survo
stavted Ealbaring from the age
of one, despite adequate nu-
tritien, It emarged that th
child had celiac disease,
Over the prsi few decades,
for a est'taln section of sucle-
3, good nubrition hias ceased
(9 he aprahlem, Financial se-
curity has net only made
surathatour pintesare full, it
has also caused a chango in
dietary formany In-

Eler Depart-
ment of Neauatology hnsu-
tute of Cliild Heulth, $tr Gan-
ga Ram Hospitsl, New Delhi.
Wazir concurred. “Given the
limitatlon of ideal growih
charts, tha IAP charts ars
om:hest bat," sald Wazix

Hence, the need for com-
try-apesitle growth charts,
Many paediatricians appear
to agree with this view: In sn.
untelated study, Vijaylaksh-
mwi Bhatia, peediatric en-
docrinologist at Sanfay
Gandhi Postgraduate Tsti-
tute of Medieal Selences,
Lucknow, advises against us-
ing WHO charts for five to 18-
year-alds as they are derived
from “a proup of childven
who ara ethnlcally taller and
heuvier than our own high
socle-ceanomic groap ohil
dren’,

Some paedietricians differ
The methodology used for
the TAP charts is "not very ro-
bust”, said Klev although it
hhas the tage of "recent
data and aceounts for ehange
in growth pattorn in a devel-
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