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New Delhi: It was an idea
that found place in the BJP
manifesto and got a keen Pri-
me Minister’s Office to raise
it with the Election Commis-
sion, but over two years into
the government’s tenure, a
realization of the practical
and legal challenges in ope-
rationalising it has begun to
set in. 

The two key Constitutio-
nal provisions that make it
virtually impossible to main-
tain the synchronised cycle
of parliamentary and assem-
bly elections are Article 356
and right of government and
elected representatives to
move confidence and no-con-
fidence motions respectively.
Not to mention the voting on
key bills in Parliament, with
defeat of a money bill signify-
ing loss of majority for the
government.

An EC functionary poin-
ted out that unlike a presi-
dential system that provides
for a fixed term, the parlia-
mentary system followed he-
re allows for early dissolu-
tion of Lok Sabha and state

assemblies through valid in-
struments like Article 356
and trust/no-trust votes. 

“Even if we were to some-
how align terms of Lok Sab-
ha and various state assem-
blies over the next few years,
there is no way we can ensure
their fixed terms until Arti-
cle 356 remains in the statu-
te,” conceded an expert.

This is something an in-
ternal committee of the law
ministry is deliberating
upon after having received

comments of the election
watchdog. The law ministry
was asked to prepare a com-
prehensive report studying
various options and the feasi-
bility of holding simultaneo-
us polls before the govern-
ment decides on initiating an
all-party discussion on the is-
sue. The law ministry panel
has been asked to submit its
report by this month end.

Even the EC, in its com-
ments to the law ministry,
had suggested national deba-

te, consensus-building, con-
sultations with states and po-
litical parties and constitu-
tional amendments as steps
towards its operationalisa-
tion.

Of course, EC maintains
that it can synchronize Lok
Sabha and state polls if the
government amends the
Constitution to curtail or ex-
tend terms of the state as-
semblies. Alternatively, polls
to the state assemblies may
be held in two phases over the
Lok Sabha’s five-year term.
This means that polls due in
first half of the Lok Sabha’s
term would be clubbed with
the parliamentary poll, whi-
le those due in the second half
may be held two-and-a-half
years later. Another sugges-
tion is to club all elections
due in a given year in one ro-
und, possibly timed in the
middle of that year.

“We can pull off simulta-
neous polls provided the lo-
gistics are arranged,” a com-
mission official said adding
that this would require pro-
curing EVMs at a cost of Rs
10,000 crore, with the econo-
mic life of each EVM being 15
years. 

Simultaneous LS, assembly
polls idea faces legal hurdles

A voter gets indelible mark on her finger during the Tamil Nadu 
assembly elections last year

Bharti Jain & 
Pradeep Thakur TNN

New Delhi: Time is fast run-
ning out to locate the missing
AN-32 through its emergency
locator transmitter (ELT)
signals or beacon fixed on the
medium-lift transport air-
craft’s tail fin. While the sig-
nals are strong for the first 48
hours or so after activation of
ELT during a crash, they ge-
nerally become weaker and
sporadic as time goes by.

The ill-fated AN-32, with
the call sign AF-330, seems to
have gone down on Friday

morning in a region in the
Bay of Bengal where the av-
erage sea depth is over 3,000-
metre, which makes the se-
arch all the more difficult.

An ELT gets automatical-
ly activated by an impact
with a certain amount of G-
force roughly equivalent to a
crash, while the aircrew’s
personal locator beacons
(PLBs) are geared for activa-
tion on coming in touch with
seawater.

“But the general battery
life of the beacons is 48 hours.
After that, the signals gradu-

ally weaken before dying. So-
metimes, the ELTs fail to get
activated during a crash. In
the present case, it will be ex-
tremely difficult to pick up
ELT signals from the deep se-
abed in the possible crash re-
gion,” he added.

Coast Guard commander
(East) inspector general Ra-
jan Bargotra in Chennai on
Monday said the ELTs on the
last two Dornier crashes in

the sea had failed to get acti-
vated. “It is a matter of con-
cern which has been taken up
with the equipment manu-
facturer and they will be loo-
king into it,” he said.

Incidentally, the AN-32
that crashed was among the
50 such twin-turboprop air-
craft upgraded till now with
airframe strengthening to in-
crease their operational life
from the earlier 25 years to 40
as well as newer avionics un-
der the $398 million (Rs 1,965
crore) contract inked with
Ukraine in June 2009.

Locator may no longer be of help
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

TIME RUNNING OUT

New Delhi: It will now take a
miracle to find alive any of the
29 people on board the ill-fated
AN-32, which went missing on
way to Port Blair from Chen-
nai on Friday morning, with
the massive search operation
mounted by warships and air-
craft as well as satellites not yi-
elding any concrete result till
now.

“It’s very unfortunate that
we have not been able to trace
the missing aircraft and the
personnel on board. It’s a very
difficult moment for all of us
and we share the concerns of
the distraught family mem-

bers,” said IAF chief Air Chief
Marshal Arup Raha on Mon-
day.

The IAF, Navy and Coast
Guard are carrying on the se-
arch operation, with 17 wars-

hips, 23 aircraft and helicop-
ters, and a submarine continu-
ing the hunt in the “extended
probable crash zone” span-
ning around 3.7 lakh square
km in the Bay of Bengal.“It’s
like searching for a needle in a
haystack. The leads given by
satellite imaging are being in-
vestigated…but till now they
have led us to wooden logs, cy-
linders and parts of fishing bo-
ats, and not any debris of the
AN-32,” said a senior officer.

The last radar contact with
the AN-32, which underwent a
life-extension upgrade in Sep-
tember 2015, but had suffered
three technical snags earlier
this month, indicates it went

into a steep downward spiral
from a 23,000-feet altitude abo-
ut 151nautical miles due east of
Chennai at 9.12 am on Friday,
as was reported by TOI earlier.

Arup Raha said capabiliti-
es of AN-32s have been exploi-
ted as the “workhorse of the
IAF” over the last three deca-
des of its operations. “Becau-
se of their excellent operatio-
nal performance, we have be-
en landing the AN-32s at Dau-
lat Beg Oldie (near the Line of
Actual Control with China in
eastern Ladakh), which is the
highest landing ground in the
world. Needless to say that ca-
pable aircrew are chosen to fly
these aircraft,” he said. 

Hunt on but no trace yet of AN-32 

“It is like searching for needle in
the haystack,” an officer said 
of the search for the missing
AN-32 aircraft

APTIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A special court
on Monday allowed Cong-
ress leader and industrialist
Naveen Jindal, accused in
the Amarkonda Murgan-
dangal coal scam. to travel
abroad from July 26 to 30 for
business purposes. 

Special CBI Judge Bharat
Parashar allowed the plea fi-
led by Jindal, who is on bail,
seeking the court’s permis-
sion to go to UAE, but impo-
sed some conditions. While
granting bail to Jindal, the
court had made it clear that
he will not leave the country
without the court’s nod.

CBI had also charge-shee-
ted ex-Minister of State for
Coal Dasari Narayan Rao, ex-
Jharkhand chief minister
Madhu Koda, former Coal
Secretary HC Gupta and 11
others in the case of alleged
irregularities in allocation
of Amarkonda Murgadang-
al coal block in Jharkhand to
Jindal Steel and Power Ltd
(JSPL) and Gagan Sponge
Iron Private Ltd (GSIPL). TNN

Court gives
nod to Jindal

for UAE
business trip 

Raipur: A contract schooltea-
cher in Chhattisgarh hanged
himself to death after being
unable to meet daily expenses
as he was not paid his salary in
the last four months, police said
on Monday. 

More than 40% of contract
teachers in Chhattisgarh have
not been paid regularly, the sta-

te association of Shiksha Kar-
mis alleged. 

Forty-year-old Nankeshvar
Ram’s body was found hanging
in his house at Jhagribahar vil-
lage in Jashpur district. The
state school education employ-
ees’ association president said
that 60% of teachers were paid
only after protests, adding that
.teachers were unable to meet
even medical expenses.

Unpaid Chhattisgarh
teacher kills himself

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Manali: Police on Monday arrested two men from Hima-
chal Pradesh’s Kullu for the gangrape of a 25-year-old Israe-
li woman on Sunday. 

The woman alleged that she was gang raped by six men
who offered her a lift in a car near Manali. The other four ac-
cused are still at large.The vehicle allegedly used in the cri-
me has also been impounded. TNN

2 arrested for rape of Israeli tourist 

Patna: A lawmaker of Bi-
har’s ruling JD(U) was on
Sunday booked for allegedly
trying to grab a sugar mill
and its land in the state’s Si-
wan district. According to an
FIR lodged by a doctor, Vik-
ram Singh, MLA Shyam Ba-
hadur Singh (49), his son,
son-in-law and other associa-
tes were trying to usurp his
sugar mill and its land worth
Rs 20 lakh. 

However, senior police of-
ficer Alok Raj said it was not
a case of extortion, and one
case each had been lodged by
both sides. The MLA from Si-
wan’s Barhariya has also ac-
cused the doctor of illegally
grabbing the mill. Another
senior police officer said the
cases would be investigated
and supervised by a senior
officer, and action taken ac-
cordingly. No arrests have
been made.

JD (U) had early this
month sought an explana-
tion from Singh after a video
showing him dancing with
two “nautch” girls at a villa-
ge function in Bihar went vi-
ral. Four similar videoshave
gone viral in the last four ye-
ars, sources said. 

JD(U) MLA
booked for

mill landgrab
Sayantanee.Choudhury

@timesgroup.com
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