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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Wodnesday termed
as "inhuman” the restric-
tions imposed by Pakistan
during Hulbbushan Jad-

har's meeting with his wife
and mother in lslamabad,
saying il has hurt the sentl-
ments of ndiaps.

Referring to the restrie.
tons, Naldu said the move

- sm.. to ask Jadhav's wife take

off her "mangal sutra’ has
not go down well with the
peonte of India.

He was of the view that
Fakistan “did not do any
good for itsell” by its han-

dling of the meeting while
showcasing la the world its
geslure, a statement issued
by the Vice President’s
Secretarlat said.

The meeting between

Jathay and hls mother
and wife took place on De-
cember 25 at the Pakistani

Foreign affalys ministry in
Islamsbad after repeated
yequests by India fer fami-
1y access. Jadhav, who was

cocted.

Yesterday, Indla accused
Pakistan of violating my-
tualunderstanding on Jad-
hav's meeting with his
family, and said the Indian
national appeared coerced

undet considerahle stress
during the tightly-con-
trolled interactlon.

Naldu made these re-
marks while interacling
with faculty members and
students from the unlver-
slties of Harvard, Stanford
and the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology,

NEW DELHI: The

a
statement in the Lak Sabha
«on Thutsday oh the
Treatment Mmeted out by
Pakistan to the family
imembers of Kulbhushan
Jadhav, External Affalrs
Minister Sushima Swaraj on
Wednesday said. During the

arvested in March last
year, was &entenced to
death by a Pakistani mili-
tary court for alleged spy-
ing, an accusation that In-
dia kas dismissed as con-

Govt to make statem

Zero Hour. members of

induding the Congress, Shiv
Sena, Trinamool Congress
and ATADMK, strongly
protested the way Jadhav's
family membars wera treated

by Pakistan authorities when
thay had gone there to meet
Jadhav, wha s [anguishing in

Jadhav-family meet: Pakrestrlctlons!nhuman, says VP

Swaraj, who was present in
the House, said a statement
on theissye would be made
on Thursday. While strangly
criticising the happenings,
Cangress leader in the Lok
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
demanded that Jadhav
should be brought back.
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It 15 not often that he rtops
midway during a public
speech, but that is what
Presldent  Ram  Nath
did on Wednesd,

distribution of food packets during speech AAP lambasts BJP for ‘using’
LG office to ‘destroy’ Delhi

dress 1o gently prod the or-
Ranisers forr the faux pas.
the president asked them
to stop distributing the
packets till his speech was

oven
Whil

toIndicate his displeasure
aver the distribution & -
food packets among the del-
epates dwing his address
at an Indian Economic As-
sociation conference here.

Briefiy interrupting hisad-

tenary conference or lhe
assaclation, Kovind no-
teed that Huwe fuod packets
were  heing  distributed
arnen g the participants.

Twa minutes into his
speech, Kovind paused and

loolied al the audience as

there was a sudden noise.
The volunteers had stayled
distributing the food pack-
ets among the delegates
and mediapersons and a
group of students had got
upfrom their seats in their
hurry to grab them.
“What is happening in
the econamic world... 1see
the same picture at this
conference also. 1 think
seme food packets are be-

ing distributed. OF conrse
1t 15 & must, but it has dis-
turbed the system itself.

“Therefore, T request the
organisers, will you pleass
keep the distribution of
food packets in sheyance
for a little while," Kovind
said, even as the stunned

police parsonnel and offl-
cials intervened to stop the
distribution. The president
then continued with his
speech, m

Bamboo no more a tree

Parhament passes bl"
amending Forest Act

TP o BV

New Delhi

Parllament on Wednesday
passed 2 bill to exclude
bamboo from the defini-
tion of tree under the Indi-
an Forest Acl, elaiming it
wonld improve the earn-
ings of tribals and dwelles
living arcund forests,

The Indlan  Forest
{Amendment) Bill, which
was adopted by the Lek
Sabha on Decemiber 20,
‘Wwas passed by a voice voie
in the Rajya Sabha, amid a
walk-out by member of the
Congress, Biju Janta Dal
and the Samajwadi Party

The oppositlon parties
prelested lis passage say-
ing the Bil was being
passed th a hurry without
proper consultations with
stakeholders and  the

Es

states. Besides, they al
leged i would favour the
Industrialists.

Replying to a short de-
bate, Environment, Forest
and Citraate Change Minjs-
ter Harsh Vardhan said the
bill to amend the 1927 Indi-
an Farest Act would brnefit
the tribals, fnrest dweller
and farmers as their in-
come would increase.

The hill perinits felling
and transit of bumbou
grown in non-forest areas.
However, bamboo grown orn
forest lands would contin-
ue to be <lassified as tree
and wonld be guided by the
existing legal restrictlons.

~{ am really shocked {0
see that you {oppositicn)
can't see the bunefit of trib-
als and pocr fermers who
are going te benefit after
the bill is passed.” he told
the House amid protest
from the opposition mem-
bers. Fl
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Armed forces facing

shortage

of nearly

"~ FChaudhary, i

Hew Dell

The Asm Aadmi Party
(AAD) on Wednesday alleged
lhatlheB.]Pwa.leﬁm:ﬂle:ﬂ'—
fice of the L

Manish Sisodla, who had
termed the LG's move as a
“Huge setback” to AAP gav-
ernment’s efforts towards pro-
vidihg a grafi-free governance,

Wednesday teolk to Twitter

nor to obshruet in the woﬂfs
of the Delhi governunent, a
day after Anil Baijal shot
down its ambitious propesal

to lambaste the BJE. wonder-
ing why the saffron party
‘wanted to “destroy” Delhi

to "home deliver™ basie pub-
lic services.
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LG Baijal had ¥
sent back to the Delh! gov-
ermment a propasal for
doorstep delivery of basic
public services such as driv-
ing licences, caste certlfi-
cates ahd Water eonnections

or on.
Deputy Chief Minister

60,000 personnel: Govt
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‘The armed forces are facing a shortage of nearly -
60,000 personnel with the Army topping the List with s “““:l ;g%‘g’,ﬁ:;?ﬁ
over 27,000 vacant posts, the government said on | [oswicitymy sosinase,
Wednesday. " mﬁomm

According to the details provided by Defence Minis- RHEA oY,
ter Nipmala Sitharaman in Lok Sabha, the tatal short- o g}%mw
age of officers in the Aviny, Navy and the Indlan Afr | LSSECHROTTGR WOORLGEF )
Force 159,259 while the number for below offlcer rank
Sentyi he sald the total strength of

Replying to a question, she said the total strength of
tiie Army as en July L is 12.37 lakh personnel against | i Figiehy Soare hatbalote "“W
the authorlsed strength of 12,64 lakh and the total | | jasnewss PRISCILLA SAURDERS

shortage i527,864. The current strength of theNavy is
67,228 personnel and the number of vacant positions
is 16,255. She said the Indian Air Forge is facing a
shortage of 15,501 personnel against the authorised
strength of 3.55 lakh,

The vacancies excluding personnel in dental and
medical sireams come (o 59,622. “The recruitment in
the armed forces is a continuous procass. The govern-
ment has faken a number of measures to reduce the
shortages,” she safd. s
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