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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday ruled that it is
the biological and not mental
age of a rape survivor which
should be the yardstick for de-
ciding whether the case would
be filed under the stringent
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act.

A bench of Justices Dipak
Misra and R F Nariman said
taking into account the men-
tal age of a rape survivor to in-
voke Pocso would encroach
upon legislative function.
“...to include the perception
of mental competence of a vic-
tim or mental retardation as a
factor will really tantamount
to causing violence to the leg-
islation by incorporating cer-
tain words to the definition.
By saying age would cover
mental age has the potential to

create immense anomalous
situations without there be-
ing any guidelines or statuto-
ry provisions. Needless to say,
they are within the sphere of
legislature,” Justice Misra
said in the lead judgment.

“If a victim is mentally re-
tarded, definitely the court
trying the case shall take into
consideration whether there
is a consent or not. In certain
circumstances, it would de-
pend upon the degree of re-
tardation or degree of under-
standing. It should never be
put in a straight jacket formu-
la. It is difficult to say in abso-
lute terms,” he said.

The bench turned down a
woman’s plea seeking prosecu-
tion of accused under Pocso for
sexually assaulting his 39-
year-old daughter, who doctors
had found to have a mental age
of six to eight years. The court
said the Act defined a child as
any person below eighteen
years of age and “we would be
doing violence both to the in-
tent and the language of Par-
liament if we were to read the
word mental into Section 2(1)
(d) of the Act (definition of
child)”. Pocso was brought in-
to force in 2012 to avoid re-vic-
timisation of the child at the
hands of the judicial system.

‘Law won’t go by mental age’

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday set October 31
as deadline for CBI to file charg-
esheet in all pending Vyapam
scam cases and ordered it to
submit the forensic test report
of the seized hard disk and pen
drive before the trial court
along with the chargesheet.

In response to a petition by
‘whistle-blower’ Prashant Pan-
dey, the CBI had said: “The pre-
sent petitioner, in his petition,
alleges tampering of one of the
computer hard disks seized by
police in 2013”. Congress leader
Digvijaya Singh had filed a writ
petition before the SC making
similar allegations. TNN

SC asks CBI to
file chargesheet

in all Vyapam
cases by Oct 31

Though the case saw some
rapid fire exchanges, all
concerned, including

the bench and all sides in the
dispute, agreed that the issue
of privacy will need to be ad-
dressed and it might be best to
wait till it is settled by the
nine-judge bench hearing the
challenge to Aadhar on the
grounds that privacy is a fun-
damental right. The govern-
ment, in the Aadhar case, is
arguing that reasonable re-
strictions can be imposed on
individual’s privacy.

Salve accused WhatsApp
of taking advantage of its
near monopoly in the free
messaging platform to force
users to believe that if they
did not agree with the privacy
policy, they would not be able
to enjoy the service. “It may be
WhatsApp today and Uber to-
morrow or any other ticketing
services run by non-state play-
ers. The question is — can
they use my personal data for
commercial exploitation? Is
this not violation of privacy?”

Sibal said millions of users
have no problem about the
WhatsApp privacy policy.
“Why only two petitioners
have problems with WhatsApp
when similar data-sharing is
going on in all platforms?
There is a design in targeting
WhatsApp. If any injury is
caused to any user because of
data-sharing, WhatsApp will
be liable. But the government
cannot regulate on mere possi-
bility,” he said.

The bench said: “Why can-
not the court say because you
(WhatsApp) are providing a
public service, you cannot 
impose conditions on users
and tell them that they can 
access the service only if
they accepted the privacy pol-
icy? Are you not curtailing
free choice?”

All parties say
will wait for

9-judge ruling
on privacy
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New Delhi: A Pune coopera-
tive bank on Friday com-
plained to the Supreme Court
that RBI was not accepting
scrapped currency notes of Rs
500 and Rs 1000 amounting to
Rs 21.96 crore lying with it as
deposits accepted before No-
vember 9, when the demoneti-
sation came into effect.

At a time when ten pet-
itioners are awaiting a fresh
window for exchange of
scrapped currency notes, se-
nior advocate P Chidambaram
told a bench of Chief Justice J
S Khehar and Justice D Y
Chandrachud that the cooper-
ative bank has been writing to
RBI and NABARD, but there

has been no response so far.
Appearing for Pune Dis-

trict Central Cooperative Bank
Ltd, Chidambaram said that at
the beginning of the demoneti-
sation exercise, the cooperative
banks were permitted to accept

deposits in scrapped currency
notes but it was discontinued a
week later. “These banks have
accepted deposits worth over
Rs 100 crore and are not being
able to exchange it... There was
no logic in not accepting
scrapped notes which docu-
ments establish were accepted
before demonetisation,” he
said. The bench sought RBI’s
response in two weeks.

RBI rejected `̀22cr in
old notes: Coop bank
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New Delhi: Air India may
have been roasted on social
media for recently going all-
vegetarian in economy
class of its domestic flights,
but it now emerges the
Maharaja is not the only
one doing so. Royal Dutch
Airlines KLM serves veg
meals to economy class pas-
sengers on its India-Am-
sterdam flights. Unlike AI’s
short domestic flights that
can at most be three hours
long, the flying time be-
tween Delhi and Amster-
dam is almost eight hours.

Nandini Guha, an asso-
ciate professor at Delhi
University, discovered this
fact to her surprise while
visiting Europe last win-
ter. “I flew Delhi-Amster-
dam-Copenhagen on the
way out and flew back from
Helsinki via Amsterdam. I

was travelling economy
class and KLM did not
serve non-veg meals on its
flights to and from Delhi.
We were given the option of
choosing either Italian veg
or Indian veg. Even alcohol
was not served and we were
given only juice,” Guha,
who is in DU’s department
of English, said.

Confirming its veg-only
policy for budget flyers, a
statement by KLM said: “On
flights from Delhi to Amster-
dam, as part of first service,
we serve vegetarian meal in
economy class.” KLM cur-
rently has a daily flight on
Delhi-Amsterdam route . 

KLM also serves veg
to economy flyers 
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New Delhi: Two key pro-
jects of railways costing aro-
und Rs 18,163 crore to raise
the speed of trains to 160-200
kmph on two busy corridors
— Delhi to Mumbai and Del-
hi to Howrah has got clea-
rance from Niti Aayog.

Railways minister Su-
resh Prabhu informed Ra-
jya Sabha that the Delhi-
Mumbai route (1,483 km)
will cost around Rs 11,189 cro-
re, while Delhi-Howrah rou-
te (1,525 km) has an estima-
ted cost of Rs 6,974 crore.

Prabhu said the two
projects on existing corri-
dors of New Delhi-Mumbai
(including Vadodara- Ah-
medabad) and New Delhi-
Howrah (including Kan-
pur-Lucknow) have been
processed for sanction.

During Question Hour,
Prabhu said, “The main out-

come of the implementation
of these projects is increase
in the maximum speed of
train on these routes to 160
km per hour. This will redu-
ce the travel time of premi-
um Rajdhani-type trains to
12 hours as against the pre-
sent travel time of 15 hours
30 minutes and 17 hours re-
spectively for Mumbai and
Howrah Rajdhani.”

Niti nod to raise train
speed in 2 corridors

A10-year-old rape survivor,
who was denied permission

by Chandigarh district court to
abort her 26-week-old foetus,
has approached the Supreme
Court to get its permission to
terminate her pregnancy.
Appearing before a bench, 
her advocate sought an urgent
hearing on her plea to abort the
foetus. Agreeing to hear her
plea, the court posted the case
to July 24. TNN

10-year-old rape
survivor moves SC
for abortion

Pocso was brought into force in
2012 with an intent to protect
minor victims and avoid
re-victimisation of the child at the
hands of the judicial system
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Royal Dutch
Airlines serves veg
meals to economy
class passengers
on it flights
between India and
Amsterdam

Over 350 railway officers
are facing cases of

major penalty, the
government informed the
Rajya Sabha on Friday.
Minister of state for
railways Rajen Gohain said
251Group A and 128 Group B
officers were facing DAR
(Discipline and Appeal
Rules) cases. TNN

350 rly officials
facing penalty
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उपद्रवी गोरक्षकों 
को न बचाए ं: SC

n विस, नई दिल्ली : सपु्रीम कोर्ट न ेकहा 
ह ै कि केंद्र और राज्य सरकारें स्वयंभ ू और 
हिसंक गोरक्षकों को किसी तरह का सरंक्षण न 
दें। हालाकंि केंद्र की ओर स ेसपु्रीम कोर्ट को 
बताया गया कि केंद्र गोरक्षा के नाम पर किसी 
भी तरह की हिसंा का समर्थन नहीं करता, 
लकेिन काननू और व्यवस्था राज्य का मामला 
ह।ै इसमें केंद्र का कोई दखल 
नहीं ह।ै इस बीच बीजपेी शासित 
गजुरात और झारखडं न ेसर्वोच्च 
न्यायालय को सूचित किया कि 
गोरक्षा सबंधंी हिसंा में शामिल 
आरोपियों के खिलाफ कार्रवाई 
की गई ह।ै  शीर्ष अदालत ने 
इटंरनटे स ेगोरक्षा के नाम पर हिसंक सामग्री 
हटान ेको लेकर केंद्र और राज्य सरकार को 
सहयोग करन ेके लिए कहा ह।ै 

जवाब दाखिल करें केंद्र और राज्य 
सरकार : सपु्रीम कोर्ट न े केंद्र और राज्य 
सरकारों स ेगोरक्षा के नाम पर होन ेवाली हिसंा 
के मदु्दे पर जवाब दाखिल करने को कहा ह।ै 
अगली सनुवाई के लिए कोर्ट न े6 सितबंर की 
तारीख तय कर दी ह।ै सपु्रीम कोर्ट न ेहिसंक 
गोरक्षकों पर बनै की मागं करन ेवाली याचिका 
पर सनुवाई के दौरान पिछली तारीख पर 6 

राज्यों को नोटिस जारी कर जवाब दाखिल 
करन ेको कहा गया था। सपु्रीम कोर्ट न ेइस 
मामल े में यपूी सरकार, गजुरात, राजस्थान, 
महाराष्ट्र, झारखडं और कर्नाटक को नोटिस 
किया था। अदालत ने इटंरनटे स ेगोरक्षा के 
नाम पर हिसंक सामग्री हटान ेको लकेर केंद्र 
और राज्य सरकार को सहयोग करन ेके लिए 

कहा ह।ै 
हिंसक गोरक्षकों पर 

कार्रवाई की अर्जी : जस्टिस 
दीपक मिश्रा की अगवुाई वाली 
बेंच के सामन ेसॉलिसिटर जनरल 
रजंीत कुमार न े स्पष्ट किया कि 
गोरक्षा के नाम पर हिसंा का कोई 

जगह नहीं ह।ै याचिकाकर्ता की ओर से पशे 
वकील न ेपिछली सनुवाई के दौरान राजस्थान 
के अलवर में हईु घटना का जिक्र किया था, 
जिसमें एक शख्स की गोरक्षकों न ेकथित रूप 
स ेहत्या कर दी थी। याचिकाकर्ता के वकील ने 
दलील दी थी कि राज्यों में स्थिति ठीक नहीं है 
क्योंकि कथित गोरक्षक काननू अपन ेहाथ में 
लकेर हिसंा को अजंाम द ेरह ेहैं। इस मामले 
में पिछल ेसाल याचिका दायर कर गहुार लगाई 
गई कि गोरक्षा के नाम पर हिसंक कार्रवाई 
करन ेवाल ेगोरक्षा समहूों पर कार्रवाई हो। 

केंद्र न ेबताया, हम 
किसी तरह की 
हिसंा का समर्थन 
नहीं करते हैं

तीसरा मोर्चा बनाने की तैयारी में वाघेला!
n विस, नई दिल्ली : गजुरात की 
सियासत में शकु्रवार को उस 
समय हलचल मच गई, जब राज्य 
के दिग्गज राजनीतिज्ञ, परू्व सीएम 
और कागं्रेस के सीनियर मतं्री 
शकंर सिहं वाघलेा न ेकागं्रेस से 
अपनी राह अलग कर ली। अपने 
77वें जन्मदिन पर आयोजित एक सम्मेलन 
में उन्होंन ेअपन े फैसल ेका ऐलान करते 

हएु कागं्रेस के सभी पदों से 

इस्तीफा द े दिया। उन्होंन ेकहा कि वह न 
तो कोई नई पार्टी बना रह ेहैं और 
न ही किसी दसूरी पार्टी में शामिल 
हो रह े हैं। इस साल के अतं में 
गजुरात में होन े वाल े असेंबली 
चनुावों के मद्देनजर गजुरात की 
यह सियासी घटनाक्रम काफी 

महत्वपरू्ण माना जा रहा ह।ै कागं्रेस के लिए 
यह एक बड़े झटके की तरह ह।ै चर्चा यह 
भी ह ैकि वाघलेा एनसीपी और जडेीय ूके 

साथ मिलकर तीसरा मोर्चा बना सकत ेहैं। 
इस ेलकेर वह दोनों के सपंर्क में हैं।

वाघलेा लंब ेसमय स ेचनुाव में कांग्रेस 
का चहेरा बनान े के लिए हाईकमान पर 
दबाव डाल रह े थ,े जिसके लिए कागं्रेस 
पार्टी तयैार नहीं थी। वाघलेा न े शकु्रवार 
को कहा, उन्होंन ेकागं्रेस नहीं छोड़ी, बल्कि 
कागं्रेस न ेउन्हें 24 घटंे पहल ेही निकाल 
दिया। वाघलेा के जान ेके बाद कुछ और 
नतेा भी कागं्रेस छोड़ सकत ेहैं। 

‘BJP भारत छोड़ो’ अभियान छेड़ेंगी ममता
n एजेंसिया,ं नई दिल्ली : पश् चिम बगंाल की सीएम ममता बनर्जी न ेकहा ह ैकि आज 
दशे में आपातकाल स ेज्यादा बरेु हालात हैं। आज दशे में अमत्य सने 
जसै ेबदु्धिजीवी लोग भी सरुक्षित नहीं ह।ै ममता न ेकहा कि दशे भर 
में फैल ेडर के माहौल को खत्म करने के लिए ‘बीजपेी, भारत छोड़ो 
आदंोलन’ का आगाज 9 अगस्त स ेकिया जाएगा। 1942 के ‘अगं्रेजों 
भारत छोड़ो आदंोलन’ की तर्ज पर यह आदंोलन चलाया जाएगा। 9 
स े30 अगस्त तक चलाए जान ेवाल ेआदंोलन के तहत कार्यकर्ता रलैियां 
निकालेंगे और सभाओं में बीजपेी के अत्याचारों की पोल खोलेंग।े ममता ने लोकसभा चनुाव 
में बीजपेी को सत्ता स ेबाहर करन ेके लिए विपक्ष के राष्ट्रीय गठबधंन का आह्वान किया। 
उन्होंन ेकहा कि हम बीजपेी के विरोध में खड़े किसी भी दल का समर्थन करेंग।े 

बुजरु्गों के लिए पेंशन 
योजना पर GST नहीं
n विस, नई दिल्ली : केंद्र 
सरकार 60 साल स े ज्यादा के 
नागरिकों यानी सीनियर सिटिजन 
के लिए 'प्रधानमतं्री व्यय वदंना 
योजना' नाम स ेपेंशन प्लान लकेर 
आई ह।ै वित्त मतं्री अरुण जेटली 
न े शुक्रवार को इस योजना का 
औपचारिक लोकार्पण किया। इस 
स्कीम पर सालाना 8 प्रतिशत का 
ब्याज मिलगेा। इस पर जीएसटी  
नहीं लगेगा। 




