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Jute spins a modern yarn

Afew jute companies are reaping the benefits of diversifying into agro-textiles and designer bags,

buta hkely shortage of good quality jute this year could hobb|e their progress

KuMAL 80SE
Xolkata, 8 october

he ower a century-and-a-half-
old jute mill industry In the
country is sharply divided In

two groups. About haif a
dozen composite jute factories have
by way of risking investment {n new-
age valuc added products (VAP)
requiring insiallation of modem
machinery and bringing about major
changus in work culture in a highly

Iadustry have
seen their profits soar.

A textile ministry note says
around 90 per cent of the industry’s
annual production ranging from 1.18
million tonaes (my) to 1.25 mt in
rccent years Is domestically con-
sumed as a packaging material. But In
this industry. a few truly modern fac-
tories have managed to cam anything
between 20 and 30 per cent of their
revenues from exponts. The majority
in the industry have. however,
remained frozen in time.

The stock market has not failed to
take note of the success of the smail
group of jute mills, which made bold
not to remain bound by traditional
constructions such as sacking bags,
hessian cloth and yarn and archalc

FIBRE OF THE FUTURE
Production of jute goods in Indla (In '000 tonnes)

India’s raw jute
position In2017-18
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production practices. Owners of
shares of Cheviot, Gloster, Ludlow and
Birla Corporation have been rewarded
with major capital appreclation, regu-
lar dividend and share buyback.
Ludlow Chainnan RV Kanoria says:
*Thanksto the initiative of 2 few con-
sutuents of the industry, the brand
equity of our diversified jute products
Is cstablished in many parts of the
world.” But this needs to be further
strengthened by the industry explor-
ing new markets riding on the growing
waorld concern about poilution caused
by unbridled use of syntheties. Unlike
plastic, which is derved from a fossll
fuel, jute Is an eco-friendly, rencwable

and soll enrichlng biodegradable fibre
posing no disposable problem.

Any mention of Jute VAP will
Immediately conjure up an imeage of
bags for shopping, an friendly

Toyota and Tesla,

The local demand for geo-textijes,
which prevents waste of construction
malterials while allowing water move-
ment In building of highways and
roads, ls to grow at high rates as under
the Bhartmala Paryojana, 66,100 km
of roads will be bulit to strengthen the
country's highway nctwork. At the
same time, the global market for jute In
construciion ls expanding with the
developing and emerging countries
strengthening their infrastructure.

Of the 78 working jute mills in the
country, as many as 61 arc on the
banks of the river Hooghly in West
Bengal where most of the country's
raw jute Is grown. The discomforting
fact about the Industry Is that except
the slx factories, all the others, assured
of government orders for bags under
the Jutc Packaging Matcrials (JPM)
Act, 1987, for packing of foodgralns,
care littie for product diversification.

crop will be down to 6.2 million bale:
(mb) of 180 kg cach [rom jast Limc's 7.«
mb. Not only Is there a major fall i
production, the crop quality s alsc
not =
The crop shortfall Is somewha
Intriguing since during the sowin,
months of March and April, the weath
er in West Bengal, the principal sourcs
of jute for making sacking bags. wa
quite favourable. According to the
Indian Jute Balers Association (JB/
Secretary Genera) SP Bakshl, “Th
growers frustrated by sclling jutc a
low prices last scason moved Jands t
other crops such as oftseeds and veg
etables. The fibre quality depend
much on what seeds arc madc avall
ablc to them and availability of wate
for retting jute. There have becn prob
lems this year on these two counts,
Agalnst last year’s 653,740 heetare
under jute, the crop Is grown only o;
494,150 hectares tn 2018-19. [fthere |
a setback In crop In West Bengal, |
cannol be otherwise In jute growin
centres In Bangladesh where the qua.
ity too Is down.

Quality fall of raw jute will mak
operation of VAP making factories di
ficult. They arc aircady under pre:
sure since January with th
Bangladcsh government puting a ba
on cxport of uncut raw jute. Th

The Act ordalns that 90 Dhaka move wi
per cent of the country’s VAPIs anexpanding  prompted by New Delt
foodgrains and 20 per universe that putting antidumpin
cent of sugar pi presentty indud duty on jute goods fror
will have (obccompulso- geo-taxtiles, agro= Bangladesh and susp
rily packed In jute bags. textiles, omposttes, clon that some trade
Kanoria says purchases of fabrics made of jite In 1here were exportin
jute bags by government  blends with other high grades of raw jute s
agencies on a cost plus natural fibres and uncut jute. According |
basis arc enabling the many lifestyle the JBA, India’s impor
Industry to generate sur-  products such as of maw jute last year we
pluses. The fact remains  deslgner bags and 400,000 bales. Indiz
however much a fuctory furnishing fabricy factories making VAP fi
Is diversified. it must cxports scek Banglades

depend on government
orders for bags to ensurc high levelsof
usc of their spinning and weaving
capaclty. New age jute products are
not about tonngge. but high margins.
It will be ideal If instead of the
fndustry pleading for “cxtension of
JPM Act” cvery year, the industry has
the assurance of govcm:nem sticking
to food gral ing In jute bags at

replacement for plastic bags. But VA.P
is an cxpanding universe that
presently includes geo-textiles, agro-
textlies, composltes, fabrics made of
jute in blends with other natural
fibres and many lifestyle products
such as designer bags for women and
furnishing fabrics. Not many will be
awarce that the humble jute In the
form of composites is find Ing Increas-
ing application in 1he Interfors of cars
made by the likes of Mercedes,

the cunem rate over longer periods,

Kanoria says. On its par, jute factories
must ensurc at all times uniotermrupt-
ed supply of bags of right quality, The
challenge this season for the indus-
try will be to make regular supplles

origin jute for lts stl}
lustre. Hopefully, India will be able
prevall upon Dhaka to 11t the ban ¢
Taw |ute cxports.

The challenge for the governme
is to rid the {ndustry of the perenn
unceetalnty about the local crop qu
Ity. It Is with this In view that Ne
Delhl assigned National Jute Board
launch the Jute-ICARE (improved ¢
tivation and advanced retting ex
clse) programme In 2015. now exter
ed up to March 2020. T
comprehensive programine, Inch
ng supply of certified seeds, Une st
ing of jute uﬂng sced dril), weed m

of bags 10 gov: pr
agencies In an environment of an
expected major 1aw jute crop short-
fall, but a good kharif foodgrains pro-
duction. Leading jute trader Jyoud
Kuthar! gays, "Thc 2018-19 raw jute
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and scientific retting that
a blg bearing on jute quallty. has
potential to Increase grower inco
by 10,000 a hectare by way of lov
Ing cuitivation cost and improv
productivity.

Pursuant 10 Regulations 29 ol the Sncumm frh:nqo Baard of India
ad O 2015,

iniengtion is hersby given that ¢ Board Meaivng of EIMCQ ELECON

{INTIA] ITD. wil be convened on Tuesday. 30" October, 2018 1o
carsider and approve the Un-Audited Fir Rasults {Beth
Stundalone end Consolidatad) of the Cempsay far tiw Quarter] Half
Year snded on 30" Septembay, 2018.
The intimation is also availabie at “News” Saction of the Campany's
wabsits at www.eimcoalacon.in and on the website of tha Stock
Exchangas al www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com,

For EIMCO ELECOM ANDIY lW

Devenand Hnllﬁl
Company Secrotary
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Bhilal Steel Plant
Bhilai-Dist. Durg,Chhattisgarh, Indla,490001.

1) Advt No. BSP-190/18-19, D1. 08/10/2018
Cloba! Tender Notice : Bhilai Steel Plant intends la procure “Supply of
Refracery Material for 10 Sets of Cast Howse Ruaner Mam for BF#T"
25 derled in our RFQ Ko 18R0$715)27/ 2018100082 dated 28.09.2C18,
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eauionsd nok 1 deal with e Fropedy and Wy

Tuhsia Kares{ Otet St

Tubsia Karrre] Otet_Surad

Poskd A beirg ot Mo A/2/2005, 1 o, Frve Mok, L. . 205, Bock o, 450 Pad
meansiry 520.14 54 R, Watrm Rasbincy, Mear K] Grom Rosd, Yilage XKrfvad|

1 IMMN;‘HHNM“D{WWWM-‘
yp),

Park Sochety,

l'l AdviNo. 852 19)/18-19, Dv. 0810/2014 I

Clebat Tender Natice : Bhin Stesd Piant intends 1o procure "Supply of
277 of Stack Crovtng Maeral along with application for S &s detalled
" eur M'Q No. 15335715126/2800100581 dated 25.09.2018.
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MELLANCE HOME FINANCE LIMITED
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TTK PRESTIGE LIMITED

Regd: Office. Plot Na.3%, SIPCOT [ndustnal Complex, Hosur - 635 126, Tamnl Nadu.
fice: 11" Floor, Brigade Tawers, 135, Brigade Road, Bangalore - 560 025.
Jtkprestige.com, E-muil: investorhelp@ttkprestige.com

CIN: LESHOTZI9SPLCAIS049
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Place: Ahmedadnd
Oale: 08.10.7018

h Al
(Forme-ty Known as Mitachl Home & Life Solutions (India) Lid.)
Rogd. CA1. : 8th Floor, Abhijact, Mithakhal Six Roads,
Ahmadabad ; 330 006.

L25300GJ1984PLCOO7470Nouce

Natice

Pursuant 1a Regulation 28 read with Reguintion 47 of SEBI {Listing

igetions and Disclosure Requirements) Ragulatons 2015,
Natice s herudy given tat tho Mecting of Board of Dirostors will be
held on 16! Novomber, 2018 to conskder and Epprova the
Unaudited Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30th
Septembar, 2013, This intimation ls Also avallable on the webaile of
the Compary al www.jcHhviechi.com and on the website of Ihe
Stock excharnges al www. DISICia.Com ANd www.NEMNdia, com,
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Z2a, | AHMEDABAD MURICIPAL CORPORATION
@ MAHANAGAR SEVA SADAN
E-Tander Notice No-14/2018-2019 |
TENDER FOR MICRO SURFACINGWORK OF TYPE-
il ON VARIOUS ROADS OF WEST ZONE IN
AHMEDABAD CITY

Online Submission Date: 12-11-2018

Upto upto 12:00 hrs

Tender Document Date:- 12-11-2018

Submission upto 14:00 hrs

Tender Opening Date: 13-11-2018
Ovening 12:00 hrs |

Details and Tenders WWW.2MC.Nprocure.com

available on WWW. NDIOCUT.COM

Dy. MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER'
AMDAVAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
HERITAGE DEPARTMENT
TENDER NOTICE NO:-53/2018-19
NAME OF WORK: New Door and Stone
Paving on Steps Work in the Existing
bastion opposite Shankar Bhuvan Shahpur
| Fortwall.

PHYSICAL TENDER 30/10/2018 UPTO
\[F:- 16-00 HRS
DETAILS AND TENDER www.ahmedabadcity.govin
AVAILABLE ON
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