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B  R  U D A Y A  K U M A R

@ S h r a v a n a b e l a g o l a

THE holy town of  Jains in south Kar-
nataka, Shravanabelagola, the abode
to monolith statue of  Gommatesh-
wara Bahubali, is all set to hold the
Mahamastakabhisheka. The celebra-
tions are held once in 12 years.

Mahamastakabhisheka rituals will
start from February 7 and abhisheka
(anointment) of  Gomateshwara stat-
ue will be held from February 17 to 26.
Basic infrastructure and important
works, including scaffolding for Go-
mateshwara statue atop Vindhyagiri,
12 townships, drinking water project,
sanitation, hi-tech UGD treatment
plant and road repair, have been com-
pleted.  In view of  celebrations, Rs 75
crore is being spent on erecting tem-
porary accommodation and creating

facilities for lakhs of  devotees who
are visiting the holy town.

The state government has provided
funds for upgrading roads, building
VIP guest house, rejuvenation of
tank, renovation of  bus stand and
fencing of historic monuments.

The work on townships, including
Tyagi Nagar, Kalasha Nagar 1 and 2,
Panchkalyana Nagar, Media Nagar,
Police Personnel Nagar, VIP Nagar,
Yatri Nagar and  Volunteers Nagar,
has been completed. Over 530 acres
around Shravanabelagola were tem-
porarily acquired from  farmers for
the townships.

A German company has construct-
ed scaffolding to the Gomateshwara
statue atop Vindhyagiri using the
ring and lock system and it can ac-
commodate 5,500 people at a time.
Two elevators have been fixed and the

third one will be ready in a day or two.
Apart from this, the district author-

ity has provided boating and water
sports facility for visitors at Janivara
tank. Bike facility will be available for
tourists to visit nearby tourist spots 
on the occasion.

Hariyana-based Pavan Hans, a pri-
vate airline company, has made an
agreement with the state government
to provide heli tourism facility for
tourists during the event. The com-
pany is likely to fix Rs 2,500 for a
10-minute fly.  

Around 180 kalasas  (holy pot) will
be used on the first day and 1,008 for
the remaining days. Shravanabelgola
Digambar Jain Mutt is expecting over
30 lakh devotees from across the coun-
try for Mahamastakabhisheka

Temporary accommodations will
be provided to 22,000 people.

Shravanabelagola all set for Mahamastakabhisheka

MYSURU: Three students died on the spot and two oth-
ers were severely injured in a road accident on Ring
Road near Dattagalli on Wednesday afternoon.

According to the police, all five students were travel-
ling from Bogadi to Dattagalli when the incident
occurred.

Rhayan Ull Rehman (22), a resident of  Hunsur, who
was driving the car, lost control over the vehicle which
rammed to a divider, electricity pole and then the car
toppled three times.

The deceased have been identified has Syed Aseem
(21), a BBM student, Mohammad Farhan (21), a B.Com
student residing in Hunsur and Divya (20), a B.Sc stu-
dent from Mysuru.

Rhayan and Spoorthi, engineering students of  Mys-
uru, were severely injured and are undergoing treat-
ment at a private hospital in the city. The police said
Syed and Rhayan had hosted a lunch party for other
victims who are their friends at a restaurant on Ring 
Road while going back after the party, the incident
occurred.  

Three die, two hurt in road accident

MYSURU: A physically challenged person, who attempted
suicide after he was beaten up by a group of  people, died
at a private hospital in the city on Wednesday.

The deceased has been identified has Dhananjay (20), a
resident of  Saligrama village in KR Nagar taluk. Dhanan-
jay had lent Rs 40,000 to his neighbour, who runs a scrapy-
ard. When Dhananjay went to collect the money, the
scrapyard owner and his associates allegedly assaulted
him.

Upset over the incident, Dhananjay took the drastic
step of  consuming poison. He didn’t respond to the treat-
ment and died.

Physically challenged person dies

Congress-ruled state government
is abetting ‘bandhs’ on Mahadayi
row in order to target BJP
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