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CSIR-IMTECH in partnership with Zydus Cadila for development Of
newer drugs for drug-resistant infectious diseases

Ahmedabad, India, July 05, 2018

The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) - Institute of Microbial Technology

(IMTECH), a premier microbial institute under the aegis of the Ministry of Science and

Technology, Government of India, recently signed a collaborative research agreement with

Zydus Cadila, an innovation-driven global healthcare group. The research partnership will

primarily aim to identify new drug candidates for treatment of drug-resistant infections.

The agreement between CSIR-IMTECH and Zydus will seescientists from both organizations

working closely together on microbiology & genomics to identify new lead candidate as novel

anti-tuberculosiscompounds.For this project, scientistsat IMTECH will utilize their expertise

and scientific knowledge in microbiology while Zydus Cadila will provide its expertise in

medicinal chemistry & pharmaceutical drug development with an aim to develop new drug

combinations against drug-resistant pathogens which causes severe diseases in India and across

the world.

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) threatens the effective prevention and treatment Of an ever-

increasing range of infections causedby bacteria, parasites,viruses and fungi is a serious threat

to global public health that requiresactionacrossall governmentsectorsand society.Emergence

of Multi drug-resistant(MDR)/Extremely drug-resistant(XDR) tuberculosisis a big challengein
India and across several other countries in the world. WHO's Global Antimicrobial Surveillance

System rep01tSoccurrence of AMR among 500,000 people with suspected bacterial infections

acrossseveralnations.The costOfhealthcarefor patientswith resistantinfections is higherthan
care for patients with non-resistant infections due to longer duration of illness, additional tests

and use of more expensive drugs.
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Drugresistanceis a globalthreatandIndianeedssustainedresearch& developmenteffortsto
tackle this global scourge.Speakingon the sidelinesof agreementsigning,Dr. Anil Koul,
Director,IMTECH saidurgentlyneed,"With limited investmentin discoveryof urgentlyneeded
newdrugs,collaborationwith Zydusopensupnewopportunitiesin discoveryof novelandnew
antibiotic classes.I am glad that IMTECH asapremierpublic R&D organizationis forging new

allianceswith industry to addressthe national issueof AMR including tuberculosis."

Mr. PankajPatel,Chairmanof ZydusCadilaon thisoccasionsaid,"We arecommittedto support
theEndTB Strategy.Giventhevastscientificexperienceof CSIR-IMTECHin microbialrelated
research,andZydus'expertisein drugdiscoveryanddevelopment,wewelcomethisopportunity
to partnerwith CSIR-IMTECHandhopeto delivernewtherapiesfor thenation".

A positiveoutcomefrom suchcollaborativeeffortscoulddefinetheway drugdiscoverywould
becarried out in future in India via public-private partnerships.

CSIR-IMTECH is a national center for excellence in microbial sciences and was established in

1984. IM TECH's vision is to discover and develop translational products and new drugs to

addresskey unmetmedicalneeds.While ZydusCadilais a fully integrated,global healthcare
provider,with strengthsall alongthepharmaceuticalvaluechain.With a corecompetencein the
field of healthcare,Zydus hassuccessfullydevelopednovel therapiesthat haveprovidedpeople

in India an access to new and hitherto unavailable drugs.
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