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‘Vyapam scam,
nutritious food and
e-tender scams will
be probed afresh’ 
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The Congress will form
government in the state if
selection of  candidates is
done properly, said Leader
of  Opposition (LoP) Ajay
Singh while talking to
Free Press on Saturday.
Excerpts

FP: Congress has lost
three elections in a row.
What do you see this time? 

Singh: Reasons were dif-
ferent each time the Con-
gress lost an election. In
2003, it was anti-incumben-
cy factor. In 2008, few other
reasons led to party’s defeat
in a tight contest. We be-
came weak in 2013 as BJP
emerged stronger across
the country.  This time, the
state government is in a po-
sition similar to our gov-
ernment in 2003.

FP: What is important for
the Congress? 

Singh: Proper candidate
selection is the key. If  party
workers start cashing in on
public resentment against
the BJP, no one can stop
Congress from coming to
power. 

FP: Factionalism in the
Congress is an obstacle in
forming the government. Is
it still prevalent? 

Singh: Even if  senior
leaders indulge in it, work-
ers will not let anything go
wrong this time. Party
workers at the grass-root
level are worked up and

ready to form the govern-
ment. It is visible.  

FP: Deepak Babaria said
that either Jyotiraditya
Scindia or Kamal Nath will
become chief  minister.
What do you think? 

Singh: Congress leaders
have decided that CM face
of  the party will not be pro-
jected before the elections. I
believe that the leader
should be selected only af-
ter the party wins the elec-
tions. The party high com-
mand and leaders of  the leg-
islature party should elect
the leader. No one should
talk about who will be the
leader during campaigning. 

FP: Where do you see
yourself  in race for chief
minister? 

Singh: I am not in race.
Our priority is to form the
Congress government in
the state. 

FP: Why is it that Con-
gress levels allegations dur-
ing elections and remains
inactive otherwise?

Singh: It is true that Con-
gress failed to grill the BJP
government on corruption.
It also shows that the gov-
ernment is quite clever in
covering up the scams.
Those in the government
have become shameless.
The issue of  Vyapam was
raised across the country.
Neither anyone showed
moral standing on the mat-
ter, nor was any action tak-
en against the guilty. 

FP: What will the Congress
do if  it comes to power? 

Singh: The Congress gov-
ernment will order a fresh
probe into Vyapam, e-ten-
der and nutritious food
scams. It is certain that

files of  all big scams during
the BJP rule in the state
will be opened.

FP: Who is responsible
for corruption, the govern-
ment or the bureaucrats? 

Singh: Almost all bureau-
crats in the state are good.
Officers who are honest
and have clean image are
being sidelined. Some bu-
reaucrats with suspicious
credentials are indulging in
wrong deeds. Good people
are unable to speak out
their mind because of  fear. 

FP: What issues will you
take to the public? 

Singh: The farmers and
the poor are in trouble. Ir-

regularities abound. Petty
leaders of  the BJP are in-
fluencing all work in dis-
tricts. Every area has its
own issues. I have asked
party leaders to focus on lo-
cal issues. Vindhya, Malwa
and Mahakaushal have
their own set of  problems
which should be identified
and raised. 

FP: In which region is good
for Congress poll prospects? 

Singh: The Congress will
perform better in Malwa and
Madhya Bharat where we
have almost nil seats. We have
won more than half  of  the
seats in Vindhya and Bun-
delkhand that was toured by
me during Nyaya Yatra.  

FP: As Leader of  Opposi-
tion, are you satisfied with
the role of  opposition in
state Assembly? 

Singh: BJP governments

do not believe in democra-
cy. During the Congress
government, all were
grilled be it the chief  min-
ister or a minister. The CM
and ministers in the cur-
rent government believe in
escaping from the House.
The BJP has no faith in
democracy. Media is also
being suppressed. These
people want to suppress all
to stop accountability.
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Chief  Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan’s jan ashir-
vad yatra arrived in Updi
Umarbanjan on Friday to a
grand welcome by resi-
dents.

On this occasion, CM ad-
dressed scores of  tribal peo-
ple and exchanged greet-
ings of  Rakshabandhan. “I
salute tribal culture for
never differentiating be-

tween a girl and boy,” said
Chouhan.

Chouhan shed light on
various development works
of  BJP and said, “In 50
years of  Congress rule only
7.5 lakh hectare agricultur-
al land was irrigated,
whereas under 10 years of
BJP rule, 40 lakh hectare
agricultural land has been
irrigated.” 

He said, “BJP govern-
ment has made numerous
welfare schemes for the

welfare of  people, especial-
ly women. Also, stringent
laws have been made for
safety of  women and girls.”

During the programme,
Gujarati folk singer Kinjal
Dave was felicitated by CM
with a memento for her en-
thralling performance. CM
and his wife Sadhna Singh
were felicitated by MLA
Ranjana Baghel during the
programme.  

Collector Deepak Singh,
superintendent of  police
Virendra Singh, sub divi-
sional officer Bhurla
Solanki, jan ashirvad ya-
tra’s state in charge Prab-
hat Jha, Kukshi municipal
president Mukam Singh
Kirade, district vice-presi-
dent Rameshwar Patidar,
district general secretary
Manoj Somani, mandal
president Rajendra Shri-
mali, mandi president
Shanta Sen, janpad presi-
dent Mahenda Dharve,
BJP minority morcha man-
dal general secretary
Saiyyed Rizwan Ali and
others were present. 

Jan ashirvad yatra: CM hails tribal culture
Ringnod reservoir bhoomi 
pujan done during yatra
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Chief  Minister’s jan
ashirvad yatra was wel-
comed in town on Friday
with gusto. 

On this occasion CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
addressed public at krishi
upaj mandi and after that
he visited Ringnod and
performed bhumi pujan of
Ringnod reservoir and

Bichiya Talab.
“With our numerous ef-

forts we have developed
roads, water and electrici-
ty in state and we’ll keep
doing it for the welfare of
people,” said CM.  

Jan ashirvad yatra was
welcomed at Kukshi
Naka, bus stand and by
various social organiza-
tions and social workers
as well. Members of  Raj-
garh and Sardarpur man-

dal welcomed CM with
garland of  51 kilogram.

CM also addressed gath-
ering at Ringnod by ex-
changing greetings of  rak-
shabandhan with every-
one. On this occasion jan-
pad president Trilokchand
Pal, BJP yuva mandal
president Madan Choyal
and scores of  BJP workers
were present. Programme
was conducted by senior
BJP leader Sanjay Garg. 

Bagh: Chief  Minister’s jan
ashirwad yatra, which en-
tered the town at 6 pm was
given a rapturous welcome
by people. 

Addressing the pro-
gramme, CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said, “Sambal
scheme has raised the living
standards of  the poor people.

Pattas have also been allotted
to them for their accommo-
dation.” In his address, he
also highlighted that pan-
chayats have been given such
powers that small disputes
can be resolved without initi-
ating police action. 

A slew of  announcements
were made by Chouhan also

consisted of  upgrading Bagh
and Gandhwani gram pan-
chayats to municipal council.  

MP Savitri Thakur, district
panchayat president Malti
Patel, scheduled tribals pres-
ident Sardar Singh Mehda,
Manawar MLA Ranjana
Baghel marked their pres-
ence in the programme. 

CM highlights impact of Sambal scheme
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An inter-school poetry
recitation competition
for Class III to V was
held under the aegis of
Sahoday Samagam on
January 25, 2018 at
Colonel’s Academy. 

Emotion is the realm
of  poetry and children
enjoy the beauty of  ex-
pression, thought, feel-
ing, rhyme, rhythm and
music of  words. Taking
all these facts into con-
sideration, children got
an opportunity to exhib-
it their talents and con-
fidence. 

At least 20 schools par-
ticipated in the competi-
tion and schoolchildren
came with different and
enthusiastic poems on
the ‘Patriotism’ and re-
cited them with zeal. 

The final judgement
was made by judges—

Tripta Shivinder Singh,
Ammu Rawel Singh and
Veena Chugh, who are
talented orators and ed-
ucationists. 

Participants left no
stone unturned to win
for their school. Stu-
dents were adjudged on
parameters like pro-
nunciation, voice mod-
ulation, clarity, body
language, relevance to
the theme and overall

presentation. 
Anushri Chansoria of

Queen’s College, Dhruv
Khandelwal of  The Mil-
lennium School and
Shreyansh Jena of  New
Digambar Public School
were declared as the
‘best performer’. 

After the declaration
of  results, Onam, the
festival of  Kerala was
also celebrated and a
beautiful dance called

‘Thiruvathira’ was per-
formed to show respect
and love for god Maha-
bali. 

Vote-of-thanks was
proposed by principal
Keran Bahadur. The
judges appreciated and
applauded the perform-
ance of  the participants
and their feeling of  pa-
triotism filled the air
with love and respect for
our motherland.  

Inter-school poetry 
recitation competition held
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JAYS chief, Nath
demand total

recall
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Amid ongoing political
slugfest over presence of
cancerous ‘AZODIE’ in
shoes and slippers distrib-
uted to more than 10 lakh
tribals, forest minister
Gaurishankar Shejwar on
Saturday said shoes were
distributed only after
assessing their quality.
There is no danger of  can-
cer from them, he
declared.

Accepting that cancer-
ous ‘AZODIE’ was detect-
ed in around two lakh
pairs of  shoes during

quality check, he said
that the lot was rejected
well before the distribu-
tion.

Meanwhile, Jay Adiwasi
Yuva Sangathan (JAYS)
chief Dr Hira Lal Alawa
demanded that shoes and
slippers distributed
among tribals be recalled
and deposited at collec-
torate. He further said
that new pair of  shoes be
distributed accordingly.

Joining issue with
Shejwar, state Congress
president Kamal Nath
demanded that the shoes
and slippers be withdrawn
and replaced with branded
ones. He also demanded a
high-level probe into the
matter. Nath also asked
the government to clarify
its stand on the issue.

Cancerous shoes row:
Distribution done only after
quality check, says Shejwar

In run up to polls, netas use
defamation suit to silence rivals 
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Politicians in poll-bound Mad-
hya Pradesh have turned
defamation case into a political
tool to settle scores with their
opponents. Many of  the defama-
tion suits filed by Congress and
BJP ahead of  2013 elections are
still lingering on in different
courts of the state. As the as-
sembly elections are drawing
near, these lingering cases are
being pushed to create sensation
and achieve political mileage.
Defamation suit comes in handy
to silence their rivals and score
some brownie points by playing
victim card. Recently, former
CM and Congress leader Digvi-
jaya Singh threatened to file a
defamation case against Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan for dubbing him “anti-
national”. In the past, CM
Chouhan vs KK Mishra and ex-
CM Digvijaya Singh vs Uma
Bharati defamation cases had
created a massive buzz in the po-
litical circle. Similarly, Ujjain

MLA Kalpana Perulekar was
convicted on April 10,2017 in a
defamation case filed by Vidhan
Sabha principal secretary Bhag-
wandev  Ishrani. Perulekar, had
leveled serious allegations
against Ishrani in a press con-
ference on November 23, 2012.

Chouhan vs Mishra
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